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Reference i s  made t o  memorandum of October 7 from 11, R. McCauley, Jr. 

The attached memorandum regarding coordination of  and respons ib i l i ty  
f o r  the  isotopes program, is per t inent  t o  Item 2(a)  of  t h e  proposed 
agenda. 
b i l i t i e s  as regards promotion and education i n  the  byproduct mater ia l  

Additional d e t a i l s  concerning our  functions and responsi- 

' f i e l d  are discussed below. 

e : j  5 

Q 
We would point out t h a t  the Isotopes Division has been authorizing 
o r  l icensing the  possession and use o f  radioisotopes or  byproduct 
materials s ince the  beginning o f  t he  radioisotope d is t r ibu t ion  
program i n  1946. 

i n  a manner tha t  w i l l  not jeopardize hea l th  and safe ty .  On the other 
hand we have s t r i v e n  t o  make a wide va r i e ty  of radioisotopes available,  
t o  an t ic ipa te  the  needs o f  isotope users i n  t h i s  respect,  t o  assist 
users i n  s e t t i n g  up sound rad io logica l  safety programs. 

A good balance has been maintained between regulatory controls  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  encourage and f a c i l i t a t e  the wider use o f  radioisotopes. 
A s  noted i n  the 
prepares spec ia l  s a fe ty  reports,.compiles s t a t i s t i c a l  da ta  and other 
information and prepares educational a ids  which a re  highly useful  t o  
Division personnel and other AEC of f ices .  
e f fo r t  is  required t o  make t h i s  information available t o  radioisotope 
users.  
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O u r  l icensing and radiological  s a fe ty  a c t i v i t i e s  
have been directed primarily at assuring t h a t  radioisotopes are used 

attached memorandum our Technical Developments Branch 

Only a s m a l l  addi t ional  

a 

and r e l a t ed  indus t r ies .  
f i e l d  problems obtained through day t o  day contacts t h e  Division is  
i n  a unique posi t ion t o  keep abreast  of l a t e s t  developments i n  
techniques, new uses of radioisotopes, and problems which may arise. 

Having the  benefi t  of p rac t i ca l  knowledge of  

& $  P t  ' ' 3 z' 4 A s  a r e s u l t  of the l icensing and v i s i t a t i o n  program the Division has 
W t $ 9 become intimately acquainted with the  problems of radioisotope users 
2 

Although less than 10% of the  Division workload consis ts  of education 
o r  promotion, such a c t i v i t i e s  have been highly e f fec t ive  i n  encouraging 
and a s s i s t i ng  i n  the  rapid growth of radioisotope uses. Whereas the 
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Reactor Development Division is  responsible f o r  promoting and developing 
p rac t i ca l  and safe reactors ,  no s ingle  Division exercises a corresponding 
function with respect t o  byproduct materials.  
in te res ted  i n  some isotope uses; B & M i s  primarily concerned with 
medical uses, e t c ,  
of the educational o r  informational a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  regard t o  byproduct 
materials and formally place t h i s  function with the I so topes  Division. 

The Research Division i s  

It would appear desirable  t o  recognize the importance 

Because of  the AEC-wide nature o f  the  byproduct mater ia l  d i s t r ibu t ion  
program, t h e  Isotopes Division deals d i r e c t l y  o r  i nd i r ec t ly  w i t h  a 
number of  AEC f a c i l i t i e s  (Item 2 ( C )  of  the Agenda). In general, t h e  
re lat ionships  have been sa t i s fac tory ;  however, severa l  problems have 
a r i sen  with regard t o  coordination o f  production and pricing o f  radio- 
i so topes  and rad ia t ion  services. In  order t h a t  reactors  w i l l  be used 
f o r  those purposes f o r  which they a r e  best f i t t e d ,  and do not compete 
with each other, it is  most important t h a t  pr ices  and fees be established 
and applied on a uniform bas i s  and t h a t  one of f ice  coordinate such pricing. 
In  a number o f  instances exaggerated public claims about byproduct 
mater ia ls  (such as Thulium 170 X-ray u n i t s )  have been made without 
checking with the  Isotopes Division. 
r e l a t ed  services,  authorizat ion o r  l icensing procedures, e t c ,  have been 
pr in ted  without p r i o r  review by the Isotopes Division. 
portion of such t e x t  has been erroneous o r  obsolete. 

Catalogs discussing isotopes and 

A considerable 

In addi t ion t o  Isotopes Division review of  proposed isotopes programs 
at the time a user  f i l es  an  appl icat ion f o r  a l icense,  ce r t a in  of the  
AEC faci l i t ies  have requested t h i s  same information before accepting 
an order. 
e i t h e r  overlap with the  terms and conditions on Form AEC-313 o r  are  i n  
conf l i c t  with such terms. 
which all Federal agencies use i n  purchasing radioisotopes from AEC 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  The Division has a l so  draf ted  an Isotope Order Form f o r  
use by a l l  o ther  persons buying materials or services from AEC f a c i l i t i e s .  
This form should replace the  varied purchase orders  and s t ipu la t ions  
now i n  use. 

F a c i l i t i e s  have attempted t o  apply terms and conditions tha t  

The Isotopes Division developed Form AEC-375 

We would l i k e  t o  urge adoption of procedures f o r  coordinating a l l  matters 
r e l a t e d  t o  isotope production, d i s t r ibu t ion ,  pricing, promotion, t ra ining,  
information and regulat ion i n  a s ing le  Division. 

Enclosure: 
Memo t o  N. H. Woodruff 

Fa- Paul C, Aebersold 


