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Dr. lse A. DuBridge, Chairman

Interiam Advisory Committee on lsotope Distribution Polisy
Californis Institute of !‘oehmlogy

Pasadens, Californis

Dear Dr. DuBridge:

In eompliance with a communication received from Dr. Paul C.
Asbersold relative to the future status of the Advisery Cammittee en
Isotops Distribution and my position as Chairmam of the Sub~fommittee on
Haman Applications, I wish to advise you as follows.

I shall be glad to continue in my present sapacity providing
you and the reminder of your Committes do not have anyons else in mind,
Bowsver, if you would rather select someone elss %o fill the positiom, I
shall not feel emdarrassed in the least. The wvarious commitiees to date
bave doms an exceptiomslly goed plese of work, and I wish te commend Dr.
Asbersold for the excoellent job which he has deme,

I feel that the isotops program has gotten undermay better than
sould have deen anticipated a year ago. The only diffieculty at the Mt'
seoms to be in some irregularity in supplying the varicus ihotopes wba
needed. However, I am sure that this is to bde anticipated and
results from diffisulties experienced in separation sad: puriﬂutiun
mathods,

RECOMMENDATIONS ON ISOTOPE PROGRAM

1. I believe that the isoteps distribution pregram should net
only eontinus but perhaps should be slovatsd te the position ef a primery
progran. It is my feeling that isotepes in basic and fundawsntal research
are sxtremsly important and will lead to a muoh better understanding of
normal and pathologiesl physiclogy. I sm not particularly eptimistie abeut
the use of radicactive isotopes as therapeutic agents in their present stats
exoept in such oases as P 32, I 130, and I 151. This does not msan, how-
ever, that fundamental research will not lead to their suscessful applioa-
tion in the therapeutic fleld. The psrhaps relatively limited use at the
present time results from fnsufficient instrumentation, lack of experiensed
workers, snd somewhat sporadie distribution interwals. It is my understand-
ing that a number of these isotopes can be used extemsively in the chemi-
oal industry which will gréatly fuecilitats a mumber of produstion methods.
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2. I believe that the Commission should entertain the idea of
subsidizing institutions for educational programs relative to isotope
techniques, The training at these centers should inoclude both practiecal
and theoretieal applications of isotopes. The training should be so cone
ducted that suitadbly quelified eandidates oould work towards a degree in
Biophysics in one to three years depending upon their entrance qualifioa-
tions. Secondly, such centers should be equipped to train for a shorter -
period of time techmiciens in the various techniques required for both
therapsutie and investigative purposes. B8hort sourses of three to six
weeks for M.D.'s and Ph.D.'s to learn specific isotope techniques should
be made available, The extent of the support required from the Commission
for such an educational program should cover the necessary salaries of s
competent staff, equipment, snd & certain smount for overhead to the
educational institution,

3. I would recommend making available the greatest number of
radioactive isotopes possible.

4. B8teps should be taken to seoure the coopsration of commere
eial laboratories and interested universities for the eynthesis of ¢ 14 ine
to various organic chemieals., Doubtless, Eastman Xodak Company, DuPont,
and Amsricen Cyanamid would be interested in such an undertaking,

6., Within the next eighteen months I believe that a handbook
on radicaoctive isotopes should be pudblished and made available to inter-
ested groups. This handbook should sontain as much fundamental material
on radicaoctive isotopes as possidble, including purification, assay, ocal-
oulation of therapeutic and tracer doses, and health protection., late~
rial for sush a volume should be presented in a conocise and easily unders
standable form,

Very sincerely yours,

Andrew H, w‘ MsDe, Chairwan
Sub-Committes on HMuman Applioations
INTERIM ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ISOTOPE DISTRIBUTION
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0C: Dr. Asdbersold
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