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Decewmber 4, 1346

Pr. L. A. DuBridge, Cheir.an
Advizory Committee o1 liotope Colicy

(ﬂ‘falirorh ia Institute of Technology BEST COPY AVAILABLE

rasadena, California
Desr Dr. DuBridgé:

In response Yo the request from Dr, .. C. Aberscld, cecratary
to the Committee, dated November £8, 13486, I em subaltting ay com-
ments on the topics which he suggested; these toplcs are referred
to by letter ag in Dr. Aberscld's mesorsndua.

a8} In my opinion the isotope distribution .rogram in overall
irzportance should remain secondary to some other aias or the Projeot,

b) A zubstantisi finsncial subsidy is desirabie. However, &
100% subs idy would be insfficieant.

¢)] There ts great need for tihe distribution 9f additional
isctopes, with particular emghesis on deutérium;. 8BS, BiO, po and
such speeclel stable lsotopes as might be aveliable. I beli&ve that
the demand for heavy water would be lsarge siace this item is in short
supply at tais time for cyclotrons, ete. .Also- it would be in demand
in qusntity as a neutron moderator. The demand for Bd could be ap-
" preciable Tor use as a tracer, .but there would prohabiy be & greater
Genand T r use of some physiclists; this demsnd might run iato many
thousgs :ds of curies if such :usntities could be svsilacle. BLO is
now im »ide de:xxand for use 1n BF, couaters. FEs,.acielly im srbant
#ould be tc make arrzagments for the distribution of Po sources and
ro + Be alxiures. ¥e could do here much work with a source of smsll
size coateining say 10 curies of ‘o depcsited on Be, and I would be
suryrised if many oth-r labor:stories would not heve the s:me need.

d) The wideuprezd use of Cl4as & tracer in chemistry and
biology would be considerably accelerated 1f labeled compounds were
made availeble. However, it'is nct zy opinion that the aveilability
of e large number of such lubeled comgounds would prove of decisive
importance in the apulication of Cl4; it might be entirely suf-

ficient to supply only & very few,..
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e) It sppears to us very appropriste to encourage the com-
mercial manfacture of speciasl detecti.n instruments such as Gaiger-
counters snd cther detectors, in psrticular, ths new vibratiug
reed e ectrometer. In so far es I kaow, thiz wvaluable ilastrument
is not av:ilable anywhere, slthough a auuber of very gooc Gelger-
counter 8ats may be purchased.

£} No co . ment

Z) No comment

h) No comment

1) It would zppesr to me that the present arrangemeat for dis-
tribution of isotopes which regquires =2ction on every regquest by 2
Subcommittee on Distrivution is now unnecessery. Probsebly of future
rejuests st least 30% could be hendied by an administrative officer
without recourse to Subcommittee advice.

Yours very truly,

Ja W/

Joseph %. Kennedy, Chairm
Departmeant of Chemistry

JWK:bis

CC: Dr. L. A. DuBridge
Dre. P. C. ibersocld.
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