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May 4, 1965 

Mrs. Ne11 W .  Fraser 
Radiation Sciences Branch 
Re search and Development Division 
U .  S.  Atomic Energy Commission 
Richland Operations Off i c e  
P. 0. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Ne=: 

As you know from t h e  Third Yearly Proposal and 
Second Yearly Progress Report w e  submitted r ecen t ly ,  we 
believed we would have an estimated cumulative balance on 
cont rac t  AT(45-1)-1780 of $3,596 at t h e  end of t h e  cu r ren t  
g ran t  year May 31, 1965. Even though t h e  time i s  s h o r t  
s ince  w e  submitted our best th inking  t o  you on p ro jec t  
needs, we now f e e l  a c r i t i c a l  need f o r  a second gas chroma- 
tograph t h a t  can handle our t e s tos t e rone  assay on a r o u t i n e  
bas i s .  This  second gas chromatograph need not be near ly  a s  
sophis t ica ted  an instrument a s  t h e  one w e  p resent ly  have and 
w i l l  f a l l  wi thin t h e  p r i c e  range of $3,000 - $4,000 ( inc luding  
s a l e s  use t a x  and f r e i g h t ) .  
s i d e r a t i o n  of our reques t  t o  use t h e  cumulative fund balance 
f o r  purchase of t h e  rou t ine  t e s t i n g  gas chromatograph. 

D r .  Donald Brusca has  achieved our. o r i g i n a l  objec- 

Our present  gas chromatograph 

We would apprec ia te  your con- 

t i v e  of e s t ab l i sh ing  a method of ur inary  t e s tos t e rone  assay 
i n  a phenomenally sho r t  t ime. 
i s  now t i e d  up completely 8 hours or  more a day, running these  
t e s t s  j u s t  t o  keep up with u r ines  send from sub jec t s  a t  the 
Oregon S t a t e  Peni ten t ia ry .  We would now l i k e  t o  be able t o  
a s s ign  t h i s  t e s t ,  which i s  now r o u t i n e ,  t o  a t echn ic i an  under 
h i s  supervis ion,  thus  f r e e i n g  him and t h e  expensive, o r i g i n a l  
instrument f o r  research  on developing chemical assay methods 
f o r  ur inary estrogens.  This i s  an i n f i n i t e l y  f a r  more 
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d i f f i c u l t  t a s k  f o r  which t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  u s e f u l  guidance 
i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  He i s  most anxious t o  proceed. 

Your he lp  i n  solving our cur ren t  dilemma w i l l  be 
g rea t ly  appreciated.  

S incere ly ,  

(Mrs.) Meta Heller 
Administrative Ass is tan t  
Division of Reproductive 

Phy s i ology 

MH: pw 
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