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To The Editor, San Francisco Chronicle 
From Earl R .  Miller MD 

re Gephardt Expects Weapons Ban to Pass. 4 / I  Li /q Y 

guns, we can solve crime." 

barred from voting on any bill that deals with guns since that constitutes a conflict of 

Richard Gephardt is quoted as follows: "if we can just figure out how to control 

There is a way. If a legislator accepts more than $1 from the NRA he should be 

interest and should be illegal. I 
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Despite assertions to the con- 
trary from some key Democrats, 
House majority leader Richard 

interview that the controversial at+ 
sault weapons ban initiated by Cal- 
ifornia Senator Dianne Feinstein 
will pass the House of Representa- 
tives. 

'The assault weapons ban will 
part of the final crime bill, and the 
crime bffl will pass," Wpharclt told 
a handful of reporters at the state 
Democratic Party convention in 
Lm Angelerr. The forecast came a 
day before Representative Charlea 
Schumer, DN.Y., sald the ban was 
15 to 20 votes tshort of passage. 

The assault weapons ban in the 
bill that has passed the Seaate 
would outlaw assaultstyle weap 
om such as Uds and AK47s. 

While Schumer, chalrman of 
the House Judiciary subcommittee 
on crime, blamed aggreeaive lob 
bying by the National Rifle Associ- 
ation for the lack of a House major- 
ity, Gephrdt told California re  
portem that the chmging political 
cllmate m u n ~  crime b what 
will get the Msault weapons ban 
approved. 

Gephardt, DMO., predicted M 

When you have people walk- 
Ing into a supermarket and blow- 
ing people away, and when you 
have passed the Brady bill," which 
mandates a fiveday waiting ped- 
od for the purchase of a handgun, 
Gephardt mid, the political will Is 
created to ban assault&yle weap 
0118. 

The ban was an amendment by 
Feinstein to the overall crime bill 
that President Clinton h o p  to 
slgn before the November con- 
gressional elections. 

-Feinstein, pursed the Senate 
months ago, but has 80 far stalled 
in the House. 

Although Gephasdt offered no 
timetable for passage of the as- 
sault weapons ban or the overall 
crime bill, he Indicated that Fein- 
Stein could probably count on 
what would be a crucial legislative 
Victory for her Camp85Bn for re  
election in the fall. 

He descdbed the mime bill that 
now in the House a8 "mltidi- 

mensional,"and added that "il we 
clll just f&ure out how to control 
guns, we can solve crime." 

The crime bU, 18 amended by - 
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