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E m :  DONNBI LABOMTOltY 

September 9, 1981 

715629 

T To: Mark Owens, LBL Administrat ion 

From: Ba i rd  Whaley, Bio-Med D iv is ion  

Subject: Attached Inqu i r y  

Nobody here can make enough sense ou t  o f  these two pages t o  know how t o  
respond, assuming t h a t  we could respond if we understood what was being requested. 

I t appears tha t  the enclosed page o f  testimony o r  conversation, may be 
page 150 o f  volume 1 of some document t h a t  i s  re fe r red  t o  a t  i t e m  84 on the other 
enclosure, which seems t o  be p a r t  of a subpoena of records. 

Some o f  the  basic research on thy ro id  uptake done by Dr .  Hamilton was pub- 
l i shed i n  1942 i n  the  open l i t e r a t u r e .  As Pat Durbin i s  o f f  ill, I wasn't able 
t o  ask her i f  any o f  the o l d  basic data i s  extant; i t  seems very un l i ke l y .  Nor 
i s  i t  probable t h a t  it would provide any informat ion beyond what i s  ava i lab le  
i n  the  l i t e r a t u r e .  

i n  ind iv idua l  pa t ien ts  dur ing the 1950's, for  medical d iagnost ic purposes; we 
s t i l l  have those charts, but there  are, of course, considerable problems i n  
releasing tha t  type o f  data. And t h a t  does n o t  seem t o  t i e  i n  very we l l  w i th  
what "Potter" states i n  the enclosed document. 

Dr .  Alpen thought t h a t  it might r e f e r  t o  some whole-body counts we d i d  i n  
our low-background chamber. Dr .  Sargent says these took place i n  1963 and in- 
volved th i r t een  hardrock mlners re fe r red  t o  us by the AEC. We have had some o f  
these ind iv idua l  records subpcenaed before. However, the  date doesn't seem t o  
fit the cur ren t  request. 

be t te r  focussed request, and preferably also more background information. We 
are no t  anxious t o  launch a c o s t l y  and time-consuming search through a large 
mass o f  records; we simply don ' t  have the  resources t o  do tha t .  It would be 
n i ce  i f  we heard nothing fu r the r  about it. 

Jan DeMoor thought the enclosure might be r e f e r r i n g  t o  uptake studies done 

If we were even t o  decide whether we can respond, we would need a much 
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