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Dear Mr. Zontner:

Your letder of 2 Aupust covers & mattor which is of consideratle
interest <o me, although I have relinquished any official connection
with the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission from my date of departuro,
February 1951, I am uncertain as to your knowlodge.of the circum=
stancec surrounding the study of rosidual radiation and radiation of-
fects in Iiroshime and Napasald, particularly regarding the part played
by several members of your organization, thorefore, I will attompt to
outline the entire situation., My acquaintance with the material is in
some instences fraprentary, bul it may sorve to sugrost several sources
of information.

The tasic findings of the first Japanese studies are ingorporated
in whet is lnosm as the report of the Joint Commission. Thip includes
both physicel and biologic datn. LA copy has been provared which is
unclassified and should be available at several places, the nearest
being Doctor Stafford Warron's library. Portions of this also have
becn publisrhed in the medical liternture, the most sipnificant of which
is the articlo by A. A. Liebow, M. D., Shiolds Warren, ¥, D, and Llbert
DeCoursey, Col., M. Cs, "Pathology of Atomic Bomb Casualtios." Another
which may be of interest to you ia the goneral report of the Atomic
Bomt Casuslty Cormission, January 1947, by Doctors A. M, Brues and
Paul S, Henshaw, published by the National Rosearch Council. This I
believe is evailatle at the National Resoarch Council and undoubtedly
from Doctor Stafford Warreme The other best source of information I
an sure is from the Committee on Atomic Casualtios, IRC. Inquiries
should be addressed to Doctor Carl A, Harris, Executive Secretary,
Committoc on Atomic Casualties, 2101 Constitution Avonue, Washington,
D. Co I micht say in this regard that several reports for publication
arc in prevaration at tho prosent time. Sevoral publications in the
field of homatolory are probably available. Othor definitive findings
of the rroup in Japan have been incorporated in voriodic reports to the
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Cormittoe on Atormic Casualties and micht woll be awvailable from the
Council, Additional information also mirht be obtained from a recent
consultant to tho Carmission, Doctor John S. Lawrence, Department of
Medicine, UCLA School of Medicine. You mipht alsoc be aware of tho
ophthalmic findinrs which have been published raecently by Doctor David
Cogan and also by Doctor Sam Kimura. The latter I belicve is on the
wost coaste.

The aspeot of residual radiation in the Hiroshima and Nagasakl
areas concerns to a oonsiderablo extent two members of your organiza=
tion, UMr. Menker and Mr. Leventhal, both of the Wostorn Division, It
ocourrod to me that one of them might have supplied my name to you in
your search for material, in which case you are well acquainted with
the part thoy played in e rourh survey of the residual radiocactivity.
In tho event this is not tho case I nm sure you will gain some porti-
nent data from them on the basis of their obserwations in Japan and
subsequent annlysis of their material brought bty thom to tho States.
A certain emount of.this material, cssentially soil sarples, was alao
sent to Doctor Stafford Varren. Further crude surveys of soil and
vegetable material have boen made by the group in Japan, which I be-
lieve aro as yet incorpletes.

Anothor report which uay be of interest, and porhaps doclassified
by this time, is a ilaval Technical Report by Smith (E. E.) and Pace,
relating to measurenents of residual activity in 1946,

It has been my irpression that a member of the Cormittee on Atomic
Cesualties, Doctor Vilson of the Department of Physics, Cornell Tnivere
8ity, has concerned himself with gathering data on the residual radio-
aotivity in Japan, both from the theoretical and practical aspects, and
nay have progressed in his compilation to thc point where such data
would bo avnilakle.

I feel that it is unfortunate thet I am unable to jive you more
definite reforences in somo of the above informations All such rocords
were rctained at the Cormission in Japan, whose present direotor inci-
dentally is Doctor Crant Taylor, sddress Atanic Bamb Casualty Cormission,
APO 182, ¢/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Celifornia.

In answor to your query as to whether such information might to

available through the Army liedical Research Laboratory, this organization
has not been involved in any projects related to this field,
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I trust this information will be of some assistance in gathering
data on tho oxistence and effeots of radiation in arcas oxposed to
atanic bombings I boliove it is unncoessary to refer to the standard
povernmental publicetions which arc already well known to you. Ploase
foel free 45 call upon me in tho event somo specific matier turns up
in which you think I may be atle to assist.

S4ncerely yours,

CARL F. TRSSMER
Lt. Col,, KC
Cormanding
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