
M r .  D. Rutten 
S ta t e  Compenaation Insurance Fund 
525 Golden Qate Avenue 
San FI.1VICI8COI Cal i fornia  

Rei - 
Dear M r .  Rutten: 

This is a summary or  the information I have on Mr.- 
-your case No. 3112402. 

I first saw Mr. -in August, 1960. A member of the 
Crocker Laboratory staff heard from Mr. -that he was 
having t rouble  wlth his hands and fingers, and vats concerned about 
the poss ib i l i t y  of exposure t o  rad ia t ion  in his ob i n  Building 36 
on Piedmont Avenue. I ascertained that Mr. &was an 
employee of the University, and that he was not on the medical 
program either of t he  Radiation Laboratory or the Radiation Safety 
Division of the Univeraity; however, beaause of his  concern about 
radiation, I contacted him and suggested that  we discuss it. 
H e  complained of numbness and pain i n  the  fingers a t  both hands, 
pa r t i cu la r ly  the  right hand. 
handling newspapem o r  when playing the piuno. 
somewhat over the prevlous few mbnth8. He had already discussed 
it wlth his pr iva te  physician, and, f ee l ing  that he was ge t t ing  
no resu l t s ,  had contacted the Univeroity of California Medical 
Center l n  San Pranclsco. 
there. When I BBW him there  was a slight diminution i n  sensation 
t o  touch and pinprick, which wan di f fuse  i n  both hands without 
spec i f la  local lzat ion.  The dirnlnution was most noticeable over 
t h e  thick-skinned pads of t h e  fingers.  
t i o n  of aatereognosis on handling small ob jec ts  with the hande. 
There was mild tenderness over the spine of the th i rd  thoracic 
vertebra on palpation. 
a t i r f n e s s  of h i s  neck and upper back, and Indicated tha t  flexing, 
extepding, or twisting h i6  back of ten  gave pain which radiated 
down the arm, pa r t i cu la r ly  the r ight  arm, and t o  some extent 
duplicated the chief complaint of t rouble  in the hands and 
fingers.  
on the  day he was seen here again gave rise t o  the discomfort 
In  the  arm and hand. The sk in  of the hand8 was somewhat 
thickened: t h i s  was cot  inconaistent with the normal finding i n  

He noticed t h i s  especial ly  when 
It had progressed 

lie wau planning another appointment 

There was s l igh t  sugges- 

The pat ien t  gave a h is tory  of some 

Hyperextension of the neak and back bs the  pat ient  
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people doing his  kind of work. There were no other  s ign i i i aan t  
f indings wlth respeat t o  the hands. 
building on Piedmont Avenue i n  whiah the pa t i en t  worked and the 
type of work with him in de ta i l .  He indioated t h a t  he used 
Oakite, Pinoleurn, and the  usual cleaning materials. On the  
his tory,  physical findings, and my am knowledge of the radlat ion 
leve ls  and type6 of rad ioac t iv i ty  i n  the buildlngs on Piedmont 

PR'v'CyACrMATERU\~ flEMQVtQ Avenue, I conaluded that there  was no s lgni f ioant  exposum t o  
radlation; t ha t  It  Is unl ikely t h a t  any of  the other  agents ueed 
i n  h la  work was causing the  t rouble  wlth his hands: and that the  
most l i k e l y  diagnosis was r a d i c u l i t i s  on the baais of osteo- 
az-thrltle of t he  cerv ica l  and thoracia spine. Feeling that 
further work-up regarding the  diagnosis was deslrable, I encouraged 
him t o  continue wlth h i s  appointments a t  San FranClSCO Mediaal 
Center. During the  ensuing three months we had some correspondence 
and made aome phone calls about h i s  appointments there. I have * 
not reoeived a f i n a l  report  Prom the Mediaal Centcr. In order 
t o  have a fur ther  cheok on the occupational cxpo1ures, I requested 
a check on h i s  working conditloru, by the Division of Environmental 
Health and Safety1 a copy of their  report  .b MP Schmelzer Is 
encloaed. 

I dlsaurred the areas of the  

I explained our findings t o  Mr.- 

V e r y  t r u l y  yours, . 9  

Howard 0.. Parker, M.D. 
Enclosure (1) 
HO P/mc w 
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