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October 12, 1954 

Dr. Wm. A. Reilly 
Veterans Administration Hospital BEST COPY AVAILABLE 
42rd & C l e m e n t  Street  
San Francisco, 21, California 

Dear Bill: 

Thank youvea-y mch for your l e t t e r  of Sqtanbor  28, 19%. In 
all the case8 of polycythania vera t h a t  we have studied wlth Carbon-ll, 
labeled glycine, we have found curves which we irl teryrst  as  indicating 
a population of shcrt  lived red b l d  calls. 
par massured any new pat ients  and a re  now i n  the process of assenbung 
our data. 
tb C-U, a c t i v i t y  i n  the hemoglobin t o  measure it i n  hemin. This has 
c a u d  mnsiderable delay s ime the  preparation o f  hemin is much more 
tedious than t h a t  for hsmcglotbn. 
t o  be  able t o  analyze our da ta  in terms of both hanoglobin and hemin. 
It is probable t h a t  the pop la t ion  of short  l ived cells dire amall i n  n u h e r  
ard wofild not be detectable d t h  the Ashby or Chromiw?l-51 technique. 

fJe have not i n  the past  

We h v e  been p a r t i c u k r l y  amicus  t o  i n  addition t o  masuring 

Hawaver, we hops in the near future 

4 Dr. McCombs is a t  work a& gmdually begiming t o  settle himaaLf 
into the laboratory. I ain hoping tha t  wlth his excellent b a c k m u d  i n  
physics he w i l l  be able t o  become a valuable member of our staff .  

I w i l l  keep i n  mid your l a s t  P.S. should I hsar of any developmt 
i n  the future. 

Sinc erdy you- 8, 

John H. Lawrence, M. D. 

JHL/dh 


