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Sir: ,

It is with relation to the reports in the newspsapers of
the last days,especislly the New York Times of this morning
with the hesdlinefNuclesr downpour hit ship during test at Bikini"
and thet " 28 Americens snd 236 residents of Pacific islends
were "unexpectedly exposed to some radistion" that I take the 11~
berty to address you sgain respectfullye ’

In the N.Y.Times report at the end of 1t is said:They were
the result of contact with the sshes and slow exposure.” And sbout-
the injured fishermen i1s said:;"None are in dangerous condition &p-
parently.Dr.Masso Tsuzuki said the men had suffered from secondsary
radiastion burns.The others ... hed swellings of the hands snd srms
as well as falling hseir%. In an other part of the report is spoken
of "atomic particles",

These incidents made me point again to & correspondence I had
the honour to have with you,Dr.Dunhgm and Dr.Nebel of your Com~-
mission.

In his letter to me of July 10,1953 Dr.Dunham wrote:

" The radioiodine released at the time of atomic explosions
does not sppear to be & limiting factor as far as the hazard from
redloactive fallout is concerned.The gctual amount of iodine
released into the ailr is diluted to insignificent quantities from
the standpoint of the physiologlcsl effects of iodine by the time
1t reasches the ground outside the immediste test areso"

Dr.Nebel writing to me in the sbsence of Dr.Dunham at July 27,53
said:™ In order that no guess work be involved in snswering yoéur
letter I have taken your letter to one of our physiclsts and he
assures me that the best ef modern science and the complete know=-
ledge of what we know today about atomlic explosions adds up to
this.Even where iodine might be' heavy " in the air before an ato-
mic explosion,this iodine, even iff some of it were made radioactive
by en explosion,would not constitute & factual heslth hazarde &s
you may know,this study of fellout is being worked upon by some
300 of the best brsins of this country involving physicists,blophys!:
cists and medicel meng;.."

As I am since 1931 studying the ilodine content of the air,its in-
fluence on people sensitized by thyroid glsnd hyperfunction and the-
refore its importance in relation to the intake of iodized salt I
was trying since 1947 as outlined in ny le T

Received in Office of Genera: Monager tter

1 154b98 A A




IN REPLY

REFER TO:

ORDNANCE CORPS -

PICATINNY ARSENAL
DOVER, NEW JERSEY

PeZ

to you and the two gentlemen mentioned above this my in-
terest became more actual in relation to possible radioactivation
of Iodine,contained in the air and its different concentration
in maritime or continental climate, caused by any atomic bomb explo-
gion.Unfortunately I have'!nt the opportunity to proceed in these
examinations and researches which even today have'nt been made.

The recent incidents caused by radio-sactivated matter which in all
publications is rather indistinctly designated as"redio-active

fall out" or " stomic particle" or'atomic aspes" with injuries of
28 Americans and 236 resildents of Pacifiic islands should give &
very Important opportunity to enalyse which kind of rsdio-activated
matter has brought ebout these injuries as these 264 persons, I be-
lieve,are under medicel care end observation of physicians ahd phy-
sicises connected with your Commission.It is my strong belief, that
radiocactivated Iodine from the alr 1s & very important factor in
these unexpected events and respectfully I repest to you my appesl
that scientific mnalysis of the slr,the masritime as well as the con-
tinental one,should find the sttention and the determinstion of the
scientific b§anches of the medico-blological departments of your
Commission.

I would be very much obliged if I would be furnished with the
results of such reseasrches and @n explsnation what is understood
by.ﬁtomic ashes”as no burnings in the air took place or by'atomic
particles” involving that something grossly visible like snow or
raindrops were coming down charged with atomic remnants or matter
what would also meen radiocactivation of some contents of the air
which can be radioactivated and sgein this,éseems to me,points strong
ly to Iodine as the grestest content of the atmospherd/in organic
substances or anorganic substances permanently suspended in the at-
mosphere,.

I think this whole guestion is of utmost importance for preventl- .
ve measuref to be taken by the Civil Defense which are now not exi-
stinge

May I add as & medical men and slightly experienced in the course
of radioactive injuries as Xprays "adium etc.that in my opinion the
statement of {None are in dangerous condition,spparentlye” at least
is very premature especisally in relation to the reported symptoms
of swollen hands gnd srms and felling hairs which eppearing in such
a short time after the exposure are sligns of & very severe damage
and that therefore the prognosis of the recovery of these injured
23 fishermen is very dubious if not ebsolutely unfavorablee.

Accept the expression of my highest esteems

Kespectfully yours

wa%
Welter K.Frenkel,MsDo '
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