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Walter KIFrankel,M,De 
X e d l c a l  Off i c a r  
Post H o s p i t a l  

Already h s d i a t l y  a f t e r  his appointment to  th ia  pos i t ion  by the 
meaidant in a letter to his? w i t h  my congratulatlonr I had pointed 
out t h a t  certain ahsmical elsaenta,permanently present in the at- 
moaphere by auch an atomlo explaeion automathally would be radio- 
activatdd and would becoma a delayed but not l e s s  severe health dan- 
ger for a11 the peogle-expoaed to such radioactivated aimasre8 drif- 
ting more or lass  far ovex? the regione dt immediatlj involved in  the 
ectual bomb d i a a o t e r o I  pointed out that w i t h  the steadi ly  increasing 
destructive power o f  the f u t u r e  bomba the population i n  the closer or 
more d i s t a n t  nelghbourhood of-the bomb-danegad area were undergoing 
Increasing health hazardlo 
In 2 letters  by the Rhief and the aotimg'chief of the"Dep8rtment o f  
Biology and Medicine o f  the A.E.C. I was informed that rag warnings 
and. fears weretnt justified f o r  many reaaons mentioned In those let- 
ters 
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since 1927 I have been especial ly  i n t e re s t ed  in th8 etudg of  I o d b e  
f rom 8. surg ica l  
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and u r o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  of vFaw and i n  the p a r a  1931/1932 I waa 
close7.g connected t o  researches done by Dr.Cauer f o r  t he  Prussian 
Prinletry o f  Heal ths in  which Da*,Cauer showed and repor ted  t h a t  the  
I o d i n e  content. i n  maritime cl imate a s  r en t ioned  above were 10-30 
t l r .es  h igher  8 9  i n  con t inen ta l  c l ima tea  

The 3 o l t o n  bf.Li was sheZvedjthere is no l e g a l  r eques t  t h a t  all t a b l e  
s a l t  in Us& ' L o d l z e d  but  m l l l  my endeavours t o  f i nd  the support  o f  
any h e a l t h  ai.c"'f.rity or agency far analyz ing  researches  o f  the  a i r  
in OW d i d f n t  ve any results,Rut it i s  an aatoniahing f a c t  t h a t  such 

int existing In the s c i e n t i f i c  American medical l i t e r a '  1"6 seaxvhe I w 
t u r e  unti3. 1.9- a s  T w@>s i n f a m e d  by t h o  Vice Pres ident  of  the  Metro- 
pol i tan  Life X. t a m s  Co.m.A~mstrong rho had ordered a revler of 
the l i t e r a t u m  * s u c h  r e 9 3 a m h e 3  by his medical department. 

F'ore important 8 t he  Iodine content o f  the a i r  in r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
in take  o f  I o d i z e  'rable Salt is th i s  condi t ion  in s e l a t l a n  t o  da- 
mages and severs o a l t h  hazards i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  conasqusncsr of 
can A-bomb or H-bc b B X ~ P O S I O ~  a s  zuch an exploafon automat ica l ly  W i l l  
r a d i o a c t i v a t e  a l l  &:le Iodlrie In the atmoephere. 
In December 194? vas repor ted  i n  t h e  newspapers that aome time a f t e r  

ax A-bomb explosicrn i n  t he  Pacific r ad ioac t ive  clouds were dr i f t ing  
over France.yhe opinion 01' the  A.E.C.  In r e l a t i a n  t o  t h i s  f a c t  wa8 diz 
missing ran7 postsibls h s a l t b  hazarda,Prof,Albert  E i n s t e i n  conceded it, 
I w r o t e  t o  Mr.W+lderner hienFffest ,Science e d i t o r  o f  t h e  Tim38 that 6 

it  seemed t3 m e  i a p m t a n t  i n  s c i e n t i f l a  researches  t o  find out what 
re t he  nature  of  thcs r a d i o a c t i v e  mattep and pointed again t o  the  Iod i -  
ne content, of the a : r  what I had done d i f f e r e n t  t i m e 8  before in l e t -  
t e r s  t o  h i m  i n  relstion t o  the I o d i z e d  t a b l e  e a l t . 1  pointed out t h a t  
t he  knowledge of th3a.e f a c t s  must be o f  g m a t e s t  importance for an  ad- 
equate C i v i l  Defense ln pmvent ing ,probablg  by maakr,the exposed popu- 
l a t i o n  a s  far a a  it uad sw77iveci the i n i t i a l  b l a s t  fron! t h e  inhaling 
of rad io-ac t ive  a i r  i . e ,  mostly r ad ioac t ive  Iodine and I wrote a la0  
t o  his a c t i n g  editor but I dfdynt rece ive  an7 anewer o r  a very much 
delayed one.Prcf .Flnetelnfs aecre ta ry  Informed 110 t h a t  t h e  load od 
work prevented Prolokt  Ikon; answering an i d e a t i c a l  l e t t e r .  That was 
in the  f i r s t  daye o f  1 9 6 ~ ~  
I n  Apr,1952 I addrest +d i n  the  same question t h e  Surgeon General o f  
publ ic  Health and asli d him for h i s  interest  in the mat ter  of Iodine-  
conten t  o f  the  a i r  l a -  .=e l a t ion  t o  t he  dangerour consequencer o f  an 
atomic ex~losioa for --?eat p a r t s  o f  t he  population.1 aaked a l s o  for 
a g ran t  o f  a i d  for re:*earchea o f  t he  d i f f e r e n t  iodine conten t  of ma- 
r i t i m e  c l imate  and  cm: inenta l  c l imate  a s  my own resourcep~ d i d r n t  a l -  
low such researchesoSc.ne xeeks later his o f f i c e  informed me t h a t  my 
l e t t e r  were submitted t o  the  U,S.A. Weather Bureau i n  WashingCon,D,C. 
which had answered the t researches  about the Iodine content  o f  the a i r  
and t h e  differences 0; the  Iodine content  in maritime c l imate  and con- 
t i n e n t a l  c l imate  were riot e x i e t i n g  but the Surgeon General 's  o f f i c e  

added that funde f o r  8 grant  In  a i d  f o r  such r e sea rche r  by me were n o t  
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Faced with t h o  o ~ o m t t y  a? ti18 dnstruction brought @bout. by J U C ~  a de. 
vice what becam AW $1- mr?enlabXes r e a l i t 7  ail the preventive measur9 
af the c i v t l  i-\efensq in rep-.-< t i  f i r a s  o r  ccnssguant exploefone or 
a c c e s s  t c  th3 2 o , ~ + x ~ : ; t L ~ c ;  R - - R %  axd 9nitntav03~3 to m v e  peopls  in  the 
b l a s t e d  area are reduced t o  picpus nishea without any rea;  va%ua.Therc 
fore the spending of greau; aldSaimta of manay for f i r e ~ - f f @ t l n g  equyrmen 
of the u m a l  kind,ths 6 ~ r : ~ m ; l a c i c n  o f  medicsi suppilaa,the i n s t a l l a t i  
on of f i r s t  a i d  statfocr,ths r a i ; i n g  on radfo orderrl atc,etrr.ln areas 
where 8uCh e bomb ex;slodad 5.3 nothing e l m  as r a a t h g  money and an 
u n r e a l i s t i c  ahor for the conaoIa%ion  of an ~mz111gl-g apafbfc popula- 
tlon.Absolute new waya h a w  to be found fer  help and salvatlon,%e 
centera  from arfiem they m y  coma have to be hundreda of miles awar 
and whole f l e e t s  of helicap5tra w i l l  be the  on17 means to bring them 
to the blaste?/burnhg exploding death- spasd ing  a m a s  If the airde- 
fense has fail.ad to raf;u~js  ths  knenyqs cattack oiz o m  or more great 
cities.€?ow ridiculous e.g,. t h a t  the C i v i l  PeTestrsa o f  New York r f l l  
e s t a b l i s h  f i r a t  a i d  stat ion8 Pn di f f erent  f l o o r 8  of the B r p h e  S t a t e  
Euildlng.The enormity of the March 1 explosion in the Pac l f la  has bla 
sted also such nonaanaical i d e a 8  and planso  
I would be obliged i f  you would be kind enough to bring this l e t t e r  
to the at tent ion  of  Repr,Chet E o l i f ' i e l d  and Senator John O.Pastore. 
In caae you would l i k e  t o  have me a s  a witness I would be gladly a t  
any time at your d i s p o s a l .  
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