
Dear Senat o r  Dovmey : 

. .  

This i s  i n  r e p l y  t o  your Je t te r  of' ! ~ y  20, 1949, i n  which you forwarded a 
l e t t e r  from Cice ly  R. Easley da ted  Lay 1 2 ,  which r a i s e d  c e r t a i n  ques t ions  
about t h e  fe l lowship  program of t h e  Atonic tinergy Commission. 

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  we .rva.nt t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  tine fe l lowsnips  you speak of  do 
not  involve s e c r e t  i n f o r m t i o n  of ziny s o r t ;  t h e  i s s u e s  which a r e  r a i s e d  about 
t h e  f e l lowsh ip  program have nothing t o  do wi th  the p r o t e c t i o n  o f  atomic energy 
s e c r e t s .  

Next, t h e  Commission does not  s e l e c t  t h e  fellows. The j o b  o f  s e l e c t i o n  and 
administrert ion of t h e  program i s  h a i d l e d  by t h e  Xat iona l  Research Council, an 
o r g m i z a t i o n  o f  s c i e n t i s t s  and t h e  m c s t  experienced and exper t  agency i n  t h e  
count ry  i n  t h e  develogment of s c i e n t i f i c  t a l e n t .  The counc i l  and t h e  Commis- 
s i c n  have r e c e n t l y  niodified t h e  procedures t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  every  person now 
holding o r  awarded a f e l lowsh ip  w i l l  be requi red  t o  take  a l o y a l t y  oa th  2nd 
s i g n  a non-communist a f f i d a v i t .  A copy of t h e  for in  i s  enclosed. 

The f e l lowsh ip  p r o g r m  oi' t h e  Commission vms s e t  up t o  h e l p  r e l i e v e  the  ser i -  
ous shortage o f  t r a i n e d  s c i e n t i s t s  which f a c e s  the country.  The Atomic 
Energy Act d i r e c t s  t h e  Commission t o  i n su re  t h e  cont inued  conduct of r e s e a r c h  
and development a c t i v i t e s  by p r i v a t e  end pub l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  persons i n  
f i e l d s  r e l a t e d  t o  atomic energy. IjI t h e  absence of a Kational Science Focnda- 
t i o n ,  t h e  Cormission was urged Fy i zs  s c i e n t i f i c  2nd t e c h n i c a l  advctlPry groups 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a program of r e s e a r c h  and t r a i n i n g .  

J o  commitrfient as t o  employment on completion of t r a i n i n g  i s  made e i t h e r  by the  
Commission o r  by t h e  fel lows.  In  f a c t ,  it i s  expected t n a t  t h e  con t r ibu t ion  
t h a t  mmy of  t h e n  make w i l l  be throu6h continued work o u t s i d e  t h e  Goverment 
and ou t s ide  t h e  atomic energy p r o j e c t  i t e s e l f .  There are very l a rge  a r e a s  of  
s tudy  i n  f i e l d s  r e l a t e d  t o  a t o n i c  energy which involve no s e c r e t s  whatsoe.srer, 
These a reas  i n c h  le  work i n  t h e  Thysical ,  chemical, b io log ica l ,  medical, and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  sc iences ,  and involve s t u d i e s  o f  such s u b j e c t s  as gene t i c s ,  p l an t  
breeding,  cancer research  and cosmic rays. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  fe l lowsnips  o f  t h i s  type  t h e r e  a r e  a s m a l l  nurnbcr of fe l lows 

d iv idua l s  start  work t h e  Corvnission ~ics Z ~ U J - Z L ~ S  reqi t i red f u l l  FBI inves t iga t ions  
and s e c u r i t y  c learanceo  
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In f a c t ,  as an e x t r a  precaut ion,  t h e  Comiission hcs reqv.ired inves t igRt ion  and 
s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a x e  of fe l lows -&io, while  not  tnernselves workins  w i t h  s e c r e t  
information, are i n  proximity t o  l a b o r a t o r i e s  where secret  work i s  going on, 

The Commission be l i eves  it has t r k e n  t h e  necesss ry  s t e p s  f o r  t h e  p ro tec t ion  o f  
s e c r e t  information. i n  t h e  cRse of fe l lowships  involv ing  no s e c r c t  information 
t h e  s t e p s  t & e n  by t h e  Comiss ion  r e f l e c t  i t s  r e c o s n i t i o n  o f  t h e  pub l i c  Fol icy  
aga ins t  awards of  soveriment supported fellovv-ships t o  communists 8 s  w e l l  as i t s  
r ecogn i t ion  o f  t h e  irnportance o f  avoiding procedures vAich would open t h e  door 
t o  Federa l  c o n t r o l  of education. 

S ince re ly  yours,  

David 3. L i l i e n t h a l  
Chairman 

The Honorable Sherida-n Dommey 
The United S t a t e s  Senate 
uiashington, D. C. 
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Enols. : 
1, 
2. Loyal ty  oa th  form 

Ltr. ,  fm Cicely R. Lasley, 5/12/49 
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