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Dear Senator Downey:

This is in reply to your }etter of ey 20, 1949, in which you forwarded a
letter from Cicely R. Easley dated liay 12, which raised certain questions
about the fellowship program of the Atomic Energy Commission.

First of all, we want to make clear that the fellowships you speak of do

not involve secret informstion of any sort; the issues which are raised about
the fellowship program have nothing to do with the protection of atomic energy
secrets.

Next, the Commission does not select the fellows. The job of selection and
administration of the progream is handled by the National Research Council, an
orgenization of scientists and the most experienced and expert agency in the
country in the development of scientific talent. The council and the Commis=~
sicn have recently modified the procedures to require that every person now
holding or awarded a fellowship will be required to take & loyalty oath and
sign a non-communist affidavit. A copy of the form is enclosed.

The fellowship progrem of the Commission was set up to help relieve the seri-
ous shortage of trained scientists which faces the country. The Atomic
Energy Act directs the Commission to insure the continued conduct of research
and development activites by private and public institutions or persons in
fields related to atomic energy. In the absence of a National Science Founda-
tion, the Commission was urged by its scientific and technical advesery groups
to esteblish a program of research and training.

No commitment as to employment on completion of training is made either by the
Commission or by the fellows. In fact, it is expected that the contribution
that many of them make will be through continued work outside the Govermment
and outside the atomic energy project iteself. There are very large areas of
study in fields related to atomic energy which involve no secrets whatsoevery
These areas include work in the physical, chemical, biological, medical, and
agricultural sciences, and involve studies of such subjects as gemstics, plant
breeding, cancer research and cosmic rayse

In addition to fellowships of this type there are e small number of fellows
working on projects which involve some secret informstion. Before these in~
dividuals start work the Commission hes always required full PBI investigsations
and security clearances.
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In fact, as an extra precaution, the Commission has required investigation snd
security clearance of fellows who, while not themselves working with secret
information, are in proximity to laboratories where secret work is going on.

The Commission believes it hss taken the necesssry steps for the protection of

secret information. In the case of fellowships involving no secret information
the steps taken by the Commission reflect its recognition of the public volicy

against awards of govermment supported fellowships to communisss as well as its

recognition cof the importence of avoiding procedures which would open the door

to Federal control of education.

Sincerely yours,

David Z. Lilienthal
Cheirman

The Honorsble Sheridan Downey
The United States Senate
vashington, D.C.

Encls.:

l. Ltr., fm Cicely R. Zasley, 5/12/49
2. Loyalty oath form
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