
















DOE/EH-0468 Intefview with Marvin Goldman, Ph.D.
Septem ber 1995 Setting: Decem ber22,1994, Berkeley, Califomia

Interviewers: Loretta Hefner (Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory) 
and Karoiine Gourley (DOE Office of Human Radiation Experiments)

ORAL HISTORY OF RADIATION BIOLOGIST 
MARVIN GOLDMAN, Ph.D.

Conducted December 22,1994, at the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory in Berkeley, 
California by Loretta Hefner, archivist for the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, and 
Karoiine Gourley, an attorney and researcherfor the Office o f Human Radiation 
Experiments, U.S. Department o f Energy (DOE).
Marvin Goldman -was selectedfor the oral history project because o f his work at 
the Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory on an Atomic Energy Commission project and 
his work on bone-seeking radionuclides. The oral history covers Dr. Goldman's 
research while a graduate student at the University o f Rochester, his work at Uni­
versity o f Califomia at Davis administering strontium-90 in beagles, and his gen­
eral observations about radiation safety concerns in places he has visited, including 
Chernobyl and Chelyabinsk, Russia.

Short Biography
Marvin Goldman received his B.A.
in Biology from Adelphi University in 1949, his M.S. in Zoology-Physiology from the 
University of Maryland and his Ph.D. in Radiation Biology from the University of Roches­
ter in 1957. In 1951, Goldman began his career working at the Nevada Test Site on the 
Buster-Jangle Series to determine the inhalation pathway in animals of hazards from frllout 
of nuclear weapons tests. That same year, he detected the first “hot particle” of plutonium 
in lung tissue. Subsequent to his work at the Nevada Test Site, he completed his PhJD. at the 
University of Rochester, where he studied imder Dr. Newell Stannard.

In 1958 Goldman began working for the University of C^ifomia, Davis (UC Davis), where 
he embarked upon the long-term project of determining the effects of low-level, chronic 
exposure to strontium-90 (one of the main by-products of nuclear fallout) in beagles. In 
1966 Dr. Goldman became the Associate Director for Science at UC Davis, and in 1973 he 
became the Director of the Davis Radiobiology Laboratory. Currently Dr. Goldman is at UC 
Davis, where he is a professor of Radiobiology in both the Department of Radiology, School 
of Medicine and the Department of Radiological Sciences, School of Veterinary Medicine.

During his career. Dr. Goldman has been the recipient of a number of awards:

Patent: x-ray Fluorometric Matrix Correction, 1968

• The E.O. Lawrence Memorial Award, presented by the Atomic Energy Commission in 
1972

• Citation from ERDA for contributions to the Voyager Space Program, 1977

• Distinguished Scientific Achievement Award, Health Physics Society, 1988

He has served on two committees of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) to assess the 
risk from radioactive materials: the Ad Hoc Committee on Hot Particles and the “BEIRIV” 
Committee (also known as the National Research Council Committee on the Biological 
Effects of Ionizing Radiation).






























































































































