
















DOE/EH-0466 Interview with Hymer L. Friedell, M.D., Ph.D.
July 1995 Setting: January 28,1995; Cleveland, Ohio

Interviewers: Darrell Fisher and Elly Melamed 
(DOE Office of Human Radiation E r^ rim en ts)

ORAL HISTORY OF RADIOLOGIST 
HYMER LOUIS FRIEDELL, M.D., PhD.

Hymer Louis Friedell was interviewed on September 28,1994 by Eleanor Melamed 
and Dr. Darrell Fisher o f the Pacific Northwest Laboratory, on behalf o f the De­
partment o f Energy Office o f Human Radiation Experiments.

Dr. Friedell was selectedfor the oral history project because o f his participation 
in the early stages o f the medical use o f radioisotopes, his important role in the 
Manhattan Engineer District Medical Division, and his distinguished medical 
career and his involvement in the distribution o f isotopes and the approval for their 
use in humans.

Short Biography
Hymer Louis Friedell was naturalized
in Heimepin County, Miimesota, in 1915, and received his education in Minnesota, 
from grade school through his M.D. and his Ph.D in Radiology, at the University of 
Miimesota. He is married and has three children. Before World War II, Dr. Friedell held 
positions as a National C)ancer Institute Fellow at Memorial Hospital (New York) from 1939 
to 1940, and at the University of California Hospital (San Francisco) from 1940 to 1941. At 
both institutions, he participated in experiments involving humans.

Dr. Friedell enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1942, and was stationed at the University of Chi­
cago Metallurgical Laboratory. In mid-1943, Friedell was transferred to Clinton Laborato­
ries (now called Oak Ridge National Laboratory) in Oak Ridge, Teimessee, to be the Execu­
tive Officer of the Manhattan Engineer District (MED) Medical Division. As the ranking 
medical officer in the MED, Friedell assisted in the direction of experiments to determine 
dose tolerances for the new radioactive isotopes. He also was involved in the review of 
applications for use of isotopes. His executive experience led directly to his membership on 
the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) Advisory Committee on Isotope Distribution, and 
its subcommittee, the Committee on the Allocation of Isotopes for Human Use.

After World War II, Dr. Friedell resumed his academic and research career with positions at 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland and at the University of Califomia. He frequently 
published his research in the ’50s and ’60s, but published only a few articles in the ’70s. Some 
of his personal research involves the use of isotopes in humans. Following his service to the 
MED and AEC, Dr. Friedell served as chairman of the University of Califomia School of 
Medicine Department of Radiology until 1978. He is currently an emeritus faculty member 
of the Case Westem Reserve University, Department of Radiation Biology.

Dr. Friedell has been associated with Case Westem Reserve University from 1946 to the 
present. He has served as the Director of the Department of Radiology since 1946, and as 
the Director of the Atomic Energy Medical Research Project since 1947. Case Westem is 
one of the participating institutions of Argonne National Laboratory, and Dr. Friedell was 
a member of the Executive Board of the Council of Participating Institutions of Argonne 
National Laboratory.

Dr. Friedell has received the following professional appointments:






































































































