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- ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE IN THE
“m
VICINITY OF HARFORD FOR MAY, 1968

Introduction

This report contains information related to radioactive materials in the
Columbia River, the atmosphere, and selected foods (Figures 1=17) for May,
1968, Measurements of the Columbia River flow rate, temperature, and cheml-
cal characteristics are also shown (Figures 5y 18«21 and Table 1). Data for
the previcus twelve months is inecluded,

A coaprehensive evaluation of these Aata is reported once per year in an
annuzl report (see BNWL-433, "Evaluation of Radiological Conditions in the
Vicinity of Hanford for 1966"). The data are updated at midyear and are pub-
lished in & semi-annual report (see BNWL-665, "Evaluation of Rediological
Conditions in the Vicinity of Hanford, January-June, 1967").

The radiochemical data presented in this report were supplied by the
U. €. Testing Co., Inc., which performed the routine radioassays of environe
mental samples. The "analytical 1imit", as used on some of the figures in
this report, is defined as the concentration at which the laboratory can mea-
sure a radionuclide with an accuracy of *100 per cent at the 90 Per cent confi=
dence level. The detection limit for s specific radionuclide variea with sam-
Ple type, sample size, counting time, and the amounts of interfering radioe
nuclides present. The "analytical 1imits" were chosen to represent upper
bounds to these fluctuating detection limits, Many of the graphs do not show

the "analytical limit" because, for certein analyses, these limits are below
the range of values shown on the graphs,

Sumnary

Atmospheric beta activity during May, 1968, which continued to be slightly
above expected levels at all sampling locations was att»ibuted principally to
fallout,

Lower than usual river flow rates for May Influenced river transport
rates and radionuclide concentrations in drinking water,
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