
ASSOCIATES, INC. 

MEMORANDUM 

August 2 1 ,  1980 

To: For t h e  Record 

From: J e a n  Ponton 

Subject: Telephone  Conver sa t ion  w i t h  Co lone l  Pau l  F a c k l e r  - ;RE AFSL'C Consu l t an t  

Y e s t e r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  August 20, 1980, I t e l ephone  Colonel  F a c k l e r  (USA? 
R e t i r e d )  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of S t even  G e l l e r  and  o t h e r  members of t h e  p r o j e c t  s t a f f  
t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  on AFSWC p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  UPSHOT/WOTYOLE and TEAPOT. The 
q u e s t i o n s  r e v o l v e d  around cloud t r a c k i n g  and t e r r a i n  survey  a c t i v i : i e s  and c loud  
s a m p l i n g  m i s s i o n s  a t  t h e s e  two n u c l e a r  s e r i e s .  The fo l lowing  i s  a l i s t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  
and s u b s e q u e n t  answers r e c e i v e d  from Colone l  Fack le r .  

Q. 

A. 

L'ho performed t h e  c loud  t r a c k i n g  m i s s i o n s  a t  UPSHOT/KSSTBOLE and TEAPOi? 

The c l o u d  t r a c k i n g  m i s s i o n s  a t  UPSHOT/KNOTHOLE and TE?OT !,:ere pe r fo rned  
hy  a i r c r a f t  and a i r c r e w s  from t h e  5 5 t h  h'eather Reconnaissance  Squadron, 
who were on temporary d u t y  a t  K i r t l a n d  A i r  Force  Ease,  Xew ? i a i c o ,  from 
X c C l e l l a n  A i r  Fo rce  Base, C a l i f o r n i a .  

How many peop le  were i n  t h e  c l o u d  t r a c k i n g  a i r c r a f t  du r ing  mis s ion?  Q. 

A .  I n  a B-29, which was used  a t  UPSHOT/KNOTHOLE, t h e r e  were a b o u t  t e n .  A 
r a d i a t i o n  s a f e t y  mon i to r  f l e w  i n  t h e  nose  compartnent du r ing  t h e  mis s ion .  

I n  a E-25,  which was used f o r  low c l o u d  t r a c k i n g  m i s s i o n s ,  crew c o n s i s t e d  
o f  a b o u t  f o u r  o r  f i v e .  

Q.  Did t h e  same c loud  t r a c k i n g  crew f l y  a l l  m i s s i o n s ,  o r  d i d  t h e  cloud t r a c k -  
i n g  crews s w i t c h  o f f ?  

The 5 5 t h  h'eather Reconnaissance  Squadron would u s u a l l y  d e t a c h  s h o u t  f o c r  
o r  f i v e  a i r c r a f t  and abou t  f i f t y  A i r  Fo rce  p e r s o n n e l ,  ? i l o t s  and ground 
crews t o  K i r t l a n d  A i r  Fo rce  Base f o r  l e n g t h  of S e r i e s .  Thcse cloud t r a c k -  
i n g  crews had t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of s w i t c h i n g  m i s s i o n s .  

A c  

Q. iiho performed r a d i a t i o n  t e r r a i n  s u r v e y s  a t  TEAPOT and '.?Si!OTiLYOTHOLE? 

A ,  T e r r a i n  s u r v e y s  performed by  r e g u l a r  p i l o t s  from t h e  L 3 2 j t h  T e s t  Group 
( a t o m i c )  a n d / o r  t h e  4900th A i r  Base i i ing a t  K i r t l a n d  A . l r  Force  Base. 



9. Did A i r  Fo rce  p i l o t s  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  4926th Tes t  Squadron sampl ing  duty  
o r  were t h e y  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h i s  u n i t ?  

I n  e a r l y  series s u c h  as FLWGER and BL'STER/J.UGLE, t h e  sampl ing  p i l o t s  
w e r e  v o l u n t e e r s .  I n  l a t e r  series such  as UPSHOT/L\OTHOLE and TEAPOT 
and  even  PLlDlBBOB, t h e  p i l o t s  were a s s i g n e d  t o  4926th T e s t  Squadron t o  
p e r f o r m  c loud  sampl ing  m i s s i o n s .  However, t h e s e  p i l o t s  who were a s s i g n e d  
t o  t h i s  du ty  had a p r e r o g a t i v e  of e i t h e r  a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  du ty  @r n o t  
a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  duty .  

A. 

J P :  j m  


