
28 December 1973 

PERSONAL FOR 

Dear Myron, 

Thank you for the copy of the NY Times article, Though we 
should not need someone looking over  our shoulder t o  a s s u r e  we 
do our  job correctly,  it is sometimes healthy to have a columnist 
breathing down our  neck. It would be m o r e  pleasant if they were 
always objective and honest. but the fact they are not makes i t  even 
m o r e  imperative that we even m o r e  conscientiously exunine our 
compliance with directives. 

I do not mean to imply we should "run scared. " To the contrary,  
we must  not apologize for  doing our  job. 
AFRRI can be proud of its accomplishmentr under your able direction. 
It is necessary. however. that we protect ourselves and our bosses 
f rom possible embarrassment.  
and forthright (though I am not anxious to  invite publicity). 
over,  we ahould periodically review all our  activities a s  we believe 
others  might view them and determine if they can bear  close scrutiny. 

It i s  especially important that we know about and affirmatively 

It i s  an essential  job 8nd 

In this respect we must be honest 
More- 

decide whether o r  not we should continue any practices which might 
be controversial. 
deliberate decision with facts which clearly justify that decision and 
if sufficiently important tell  our bosses so they cannot be surprised. 
We also should provide such information to the office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs). 

If we decide to do so. we should document our  

I a m  not sure  that such a review will reveal any need for specific 
action. but I would like your assurance the review has been made. 
If you believe any action is appropriate, I would appreciate your 
recommendations. F o r  example, i t  might be well t o  invite a repre-  
sentative from Mr. Friedheim's office to AFRRI for  briefings and a 
tour. 
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28 December 1973 

I have attached some specific quartion. which arise from our 
dfseussions of whole body radiation. 
answers 8 h n g  with your overall review? 

Would you please provide 

Since rely, 

I Incl 
as 

WARREN D. JOHNSON 
Lieutenant General. USAF 
Director 

Captain Myron I. Varon. USN (MC) 
Director 
Armed Force. Radiobiology Research Institute 
Betbesda. Maryland 20014 
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1. When p t l o n t r  a n  e+pord to whole body redlation: 

a. Who mrker the deeloion that Lt rhould k dono? Who r 0 4 e w r  
t h i n  declrlon? 

b. What  data or infornution do L e  (DNAIAFRRI) obtain? I s  
the patient aware that oueh data wil l  be provided to an agenci 
of the  WD? 

2, How many p t i e u t r  hmva been oxpoood in  our  facility? What wao 
tho re ru l t  in each caoe? 

3. 11 thero any othor rueh facility avalkble? (Is our'. unique?) 

4. Are  we fully in compllance d t h  dl federal reguht iono/d i rec ther  
pertalplng to o r p e r h e n t a t i o n  on human baing.? (Both with the 
.plrlt and the letter of the l aw?)  If there is chanco we could 
be accused of circumventing or evading, I want to bow.  In came 
thir could happen I need to kam whother thoro ir m y  @keg.lltyn 
OR o a r  part. Pleare do not quibble; it ir e r r c a t i d  I know the 
fact#. 

5. Are  there  any othor AFRRI activitier which could be the rabject 
of unfavorable or  potentidly ernbarrarring publicity? If 00.  

again it i r  Imperative that I bow. 

6. Thi r  is not an inquirltlon and indeod I arrume we (AFRRI) eon- 
rcientiourly attempt to comply with - all lawr and diroctiver. It 
m y  be. however. that you have recoivod eonflictiq inrtruetionr 
from my predeccr ror  or that "becaure we've alwayr done it that 
W8y" we BrrUIY¶e it 1. ok. In tbir rcrpect. thh type Of A r o d  
searching 11 healthy. bacaure that *+e'vo alwaro done it that way" 
ryndrome can lead to rea l  trouble. (I p r e r w e  you havo heard 
the r tory of Bismarck'r  vir i t  to Rurrla. If not, I'll relate it to 
YOU. 1 
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