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Briehg Paper 

Topic: Evolution of the NTPR Population 

Synopsis: Formal identification of participants started with the establishment of the NTPR in 
January 1978. From 1978-1988, 210,000 Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, 
and DoD Civilian U.S. atmospheric nuclear test personnel were identified. Public Law 100-321 
of May 1988 made U.S. service personnel who occupied the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
eligible for compensation. This legislation along with the VA's implementation guidance, 
resulted in the addition of another 195,000 personnel. Public Law 102-86 of August 1991 
expanded coverage to members of the Reserves and National Guard which added another 2,000. 
A small number (less then 2,000 per year) of new participants continue to be identified as a 
result of continuing archival research. 

Key points to present to Congress: 

a 

a 

Currently 405,000+ personnel on NTPR database. 

DNA NTPR census is limited to military personnel and DoD affiliated civilians. 

VA rules published in the Federal Register, June 21, 1989, which implemented 
PL 100-321, codified established definitions of participant and periods of 
eligibility for the first time. 

Main body of the paper: 

a Population identification reflects the consolidation of information developed by 
four separate teams whose activities were influenced by individual Service 
priorities, varying interpretations of DNA guidance, constraints on time and 
mources, and an imperfect understanding of the potential uses for collected data 
which would eventually emerge over time. Since the 1987, consolidation of the 
program, intensive efforts have been made to "clean-up" anomalies. 

The Radiation Exposure Compensation Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 2210 note) 
("RECA") (administered by the Department of Justice) provides compensation for 
individuals who resided in a specified area during a specified time period 
(downwinder claim), participated in certain nuclear weapons test (on-site 
participant claim), or was exposed to certain defined minimum levels of radiation 
in a uranium mine (miner claims), and developed one of the illnesses set forth in 
the Act. The NTPR population does not include "downwinders" or uranium 
miners. 

Current legislation does not include DoD personnel involved with foreign tests. 
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