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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - MILITARY LIAISON COMMITTEE - .  1 

MINUTES OF THIRTY -EIGHTH CONFERENCE 

October 26, 1949 

The conference convened at 3:OO pDm., with the following persons pres- 
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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION MILITARY LLAISON COMMITTEE 

David E. Lilienthal Robert  LeBaron DOE ARCHIVES 
Sumner T. Pike Col. John H. Hinds 
Lewis L. Strauss 
Henry De Smyth 
Gordon Dean 

. " C  
Rear  Adm. Ralph A. Ofstie 
Rear  Adm. Tom B. Hill 
Maj. Cen. David M. Schlatter - 
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Carrol l  L. Wilson 
Joseph Volpe, Jr. 
Brig. Gen. James McCormack, 

T. 0. Jones 
Philip J. Fa r l ey  

Br ig .  Gen. Alv in  R. Luedecke 
Lt. Col. Robert R. Ploger 
Lt. Col. William Burke 
Lt. Col. R. L. Mushen Jr . 

1. Approval _of Minutes 

Minutes for the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth Conferences had previous - 
ly been approved both by the Committee and by the Commission. 

2. Visit to Sandia by the Secretary of Defense 

Mr. LeBaron announced tentative plans for a visit  to Sanciia by the 
Secretary of Defense, at present expected to  occur during the second week 
of December. 

3. Pr oof-te s t PIanninn 

Admiral Hill reported that the programs for the 1951 tes t s  u e r e  s t i l l  
under study and no f i rm commitment had been made to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. I - 22 - 
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4. R W  Tests  a t  Dugway 
*- - 

Colonel Hinds said that the first field tes t  of the R W  test  program 
was held a t  Dugway, Saturday, October 22, 1949, after some preliminary 

p a r t i c k s  was uniform and extended over an a rea  which was 50% great- 
er  than anticipated. 

. dummy t e s t s .  Preliminary reports indicated that the dissemination of 

5, Test Exe rc i se  on Emernencv Transfer Plans DOE ARCHIVES 

, Major,General Schlatter re fer red  to the Committee's proposal in 6 

letter to the AEC dated October 20, 1949 (AEG 85/16) for a test  of the 
adequacy of emergency transfer plans. He pointed out 'that these plans 
were under constant study, revision, and improvement and that no test  
had been held for about 10 months. The MLC felt that it wouId be bene- 
ficial to include an A i r  Force maneuver in the projected emergency 
transfer test. Mr. Lilienthal suggested that the tes t  exercise might w e l l  
star t  with notification from the White House. 

6. MLC V i s i t  to Schenectady 

Mr. LeBaron said that the Committee's visit to Schenectady had 
been most interesting and useful and that the Committee had been im- 
pressed by -the high level of activity by the General Electr ic  Company 
a t  the Commission's facilities in the Schenectady area. 

7. Exbansion of the Atomic Energy Program 

Mr. LiGenthal said that the Commission was preparing for hearings 
on a supplemental appropriations request for the expansion of the 
atomic energy  program, which would be made in January in accordance 
with the President 's  recent decision. While the formal supplemental 
request would not be made until Congress reconvened, the Commission 
hoped that hear ings on the appropriation could cornmence while Congress 
was in r eces s .  - 
8.  Meeting of the General Advisory Committee, October 29 and 30 

Mr. Lilienthal said that the Commission had requested the forth- 
coming spec ia l  meeting of the GAC in order  to obtain the advice of the 
GAC as to the adequacy (in view of the recent  developments in Russia) 
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of the Commission's program. Among th i  specific questions to  be 
brought up to  the GAC was the proposal for acceleration of work on 
'Super. The GAC planned t o  consult with representatives of the Depart- 
merit of Defense as to the military assumptions and concepts which ' 
would bear on a decision with regard to Super, and which would be rele- 
vant also to the review of the adequacy of the atomic energy program. 
Mr. LeBaron remarked that, in order to  get a JCS answer a s  to the 
military worth- of Super, much information and expert  judgment would be 
required f r o m  the Commission, f rom the GAG, and rrom the Weapons 
Systems Evaluation Group. General McCormack mentioned that a Sub- 

-committee of the Joint committee is at Los Alamos during the present 
week looking into re lated-matters  of \iY_eap_op,T.~.e-~~lo~~qn~. D O E , ~ ~ ~ a y @  ,.. . 

degree and urgency of the need for Super, was concerned over Its lack 
of information a s  to  military assumptions and theses bearing on the . 
problem. He recalled that the Commission has felt and expressed a 
similar concern in ear l ier  instances. For example, in the annual for- 
mulation of recommendations to  the President  as to levels of production 
of fissionable mater ia ls  and weapons, the Commission has had no b a s i s  
for an independent evaluation of requirements because it has  not been 
informed on strategic assumptions. Similarly, during the recent study 
by the National Security Council of the feasibility of the expansion pro- 
gram, it had pot proved possible to undertake an evaluation of the cr i ter-  
ia and assumptions by which the JCS justified their increased require- 
ments. He stated that the Commission was not interested in access  to 
war plans, which were of concern pr imari ly  to professional mili tary men 
but in knowledge of the theses underlying war plans and underlying the 
requirementi  which a r e  presented t o  the Commission by the military. 

, 
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Mr. Lilienthal said that the Commission, in i ts  thinking about the 

9. Weapons Effects Handbook 

Mr., S t rauss  pointed out that while the Weapons Effects Handbook has 
not yet been completed, men from both the Commission and the Depart- 
ment of Defense are publicly discussing the effects of atomic weapons. 
He pointed out that, until an agreed joint statement on the effects of 
atomic weapons has  been completed, embarrassing inconsistencies in 
public statements a r e  not unlikely. Admiral  Hill said that he understood 
the handbook was now scheduled for January completion. Meanwhile 
the Commission's Director of Information is preparing sections for 
possible e a r l i e r  release.  Admiral Hi11 commented that questions of de- 
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classification and of technical accuracy w e r e  a lmost  certain to  ar ise  in 
.processing these separate sections a s  well a s  the handbook a s  a whole, 
and would delay issuance interminably un le s s  firm action was  taken. 
Mr. Lilienthal and Mr. Pike indicated their agreement that t ime should 
not be lost  in getting out the handbook, CoIonel Hinds recalted that a t  
an ear l ier  conference it had been recognized by those present that the 
most practlca! method of issuance might prove to be chapter by chapter. 

DOE ARCHIVES 
T. 0. JONES 

Atomic Energy  Commission- - 

ALVIN R, LUEDECKE 
Brig, Gen,, USAF 

Executive Secretary 
Military Liaison Committee 

---.-- Acting SecFeta-rjf--~ :- F- - --- . 
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