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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION - MILITARY LIAISON COMMITTEE 

MINUTES OF THIRTY -FIFTH CONFERENCE 

April 8, 1949 @ _ .  . t  

The conference convened at  2:00 p.m. with the following persons pres -  
e nt: - - -  DOE ARCHIVES. 

b 5 ,  r i i L u i  r: A r u i i i i t  ;t-s;z I )  
4 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION MILITARY LIAISON COMMITTEE . 

David E. Lilienthal / William Webs ter  
Robert F. Bacher 

Carleton shugg / 
Roy B. Snapp 
Philip J. Far ley  / 

Adrian S. Fisher  
Brig. Gen. James  McCormack, Jr. 
Capt. James S. Russell, USN 
Col. Richard T. Coiner/  
Col. J a m e s  R. Cooney (For I tem 4 ) -  
Col. Paul T. P reuss  (For Item 3 ) , ’  
Lawrence R. Hafstad (For Item 5) 
EdwardR.  Trapnell (For Item 6 )  

Maj. Gen. Kenneth D. Nichols 
Col. John H. Hinds 
Rea r  Adm. RalphA. Ofstie 
R e a r  Adm. W. ’3. Parsons  
Rea r  Adm. Tom B. Hill’ 
Maj. Cen. David M. Schlatter 
Brig. Cen. Roscoe C. Wilson 
Col. J. B. Knapp 
Lt. Col. Robert  R. Ploger 
Lt. Col. William Burke 

1. Approval of Minutes - - 
Minutes for  the Thirty-fourth Conference on March 1, 1949, were ap- 

p oved. 

2. Joint Letter t o  the President  on Production R a t e s  

Mr. Lilienthal said that the joint l e t t e r  to the President  concerning 
production r a t e s  of fissionable ma te r i a l s  and atcmic weapons for  the 
calendar y e a r  1949 had been approved and signed by the Secretary of De- 
fense and the Commission. An appointment with the President  would be  
arranged, if  possible, for the following week. 
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H e  pointed out with regard  to paragraph 4 of the joint le t ter  that 
. any substantial increase in total weapon requirements  by the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff might well require a corresponding rise in the activities 
and expenditures of the Commission and that the Commission would pc 
responsible for  justifying this latter increase.  H e  tecalled that a t  a. 
joint AEC-MLC Conference at the Pentagon on September 16, 1948, )he 
Commission had previously spoken of the need which it felt  for somq 
knowledge of the war plans which the major p a r t  of its activities sup- 
port. H e  said that in this instance also, the Commission felt that some 
awareness of what was involved in  the conclusions of the Joint Chief9 

* -  I 
of Staff would assist the Cornmission in  car ry ing  out efficiently its I"* 

functions a s  the technical unit responsible for production. He added. 
that the continued cooperation of the Commission would, of course,  be 
extended in  the program that would r e su l t  from the studies which have 
been initiated by the Joint Chiefs of Staff and that  the Commission 
wished s imply to make known its concern for  the proper interpretattop 
of the conclusions of the Joint Chiefs. 

. 

." - 

b . 

Mr. Webster said that within two months a n  in te r im statement of ~ 

the scale of the new requirements might be available. General  Nichols 
said that it w a s  h is  understanding that the paragraph in question was 
added by the Joint Chiefs to  guard against  any possible misconception 
that the weapons production program was exceeding r e a l  requireme?ts 
of national defense. 

- 

3. l951 T e s t s  

AdmiraLPar  sons reviewed the organizational planning within the 
Military Establ ishment  for the 1951 tests and outlined present  concep- 
tions of the nature  of the tests and the kinds of measurements  which 
will be made. 
be held after 1951, Admira l  Parsons  stated that he believed that f r o m  
the standpoint of production and future capability, the sooner the tes t  
was held the bet ter  for a l l  concerned. He stated in addition, that there  
was not adequate time for  preparation, planning, and full capitalization 
on results of SANDSTONE if the test should be held pr ior  to 1951. 

In response to  the question as to why the tests should not 

4. Status Repor t  of Noyes Panel 

Colonel Hinds said that at i ts  pas t  meeting, the CAE of the R D B  con- 
sidered the recommendations of the Joint Panel on Radiological Warfare. 
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The CAE h d approved those recommendations and taken preliminary 
steps to  implement them. With reference to  the recommendation con- 
cerning facil i t ies for a military field tes t ,  the Committee members,  in- 
cluding D r s .  Conant and Oppenheimer, had expressed no concern about 
the safety of appropriate tes ts  using t r a c e r  amounts of radioactive 
material. With respec t  to the entire report ,  the CAE, in  order  to  prevent 
any misunderstanding, emphasized to the RDB that in its opinion the 
most c r i t i ca l  problem from the r e sea rch  and development standpoint is 
whether o r  not an effective means of d i spe r sa l  of radioactive agents can 
be developed into a military weapon. 

c- -.-A*. .=,.A, --- -=.---?..? -.----I- _-- =._-.  - _---.  - --.------ _-- .. -* 
- -  - -  _ _ - -  , I  

5, NucleAr Energy for Propulsion - -  - 
b .  

A t  the invitation of General Wilson, Dr. Hafstad presented a brief 
review of organizational steps in the field of nuclear energy for propul- 
sion, He descr ibed the work of an informal ad hoc committee with 
responsible representat ives  from the A i r  Force ,  Navy, and National 
Advisory Committee for Aeronautics, under Dr.  Hafstad's chairmanship. 
This mechanism is being used to  maintain a reasonable balance betwesn 
efforts on development of mobile r eac to r s  and those devoted to auxiliary 
engineering problems. 

6.  Release of Official Publications 

-- 

DOE ARCHIVES 

General Nichols said that the points which he wished to make were 
summarized in Mr. Trapnell's memorandum on "Review Procedure on 
Weapons Effec ts  Handbook" dated Apri l  7, 1949, of which copies had 
been made available to the members  of the Commission and the Com- 
mittee. HeLfelt that much of the ma te r i a l  which was being prepared for  
the Weapons Effects Handbook now includes original and highly useful 
technical information, Some of this information, however, will almost 
certaiqly prove not to  be declassifiable. He, therefore,  proposed that 
the draft of the Weapons Effects Handbook be reviewed by responsible 
people in the Commission and the Mili tary Establishment before the 
chapters are sent  out to  the re ferees  and secur i ty  reviewers  to make 
sure  that valuable ma te r i a l  was not totally eliminated on valid security 
grounds. Some of the mater ia l  which it appeared should remain  
classified and  which would be of considerable use  to  the A i r  Force  
particularly, pertained in the main to  weapons use ra ther  than weapons 
effects; i l lustrat ions of such mater ia l  were  sections on over -pressures  
a t  various d is tances  f rom an atomic explosion, on the bas i s  of selection 

- 
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the height of burst ,  and on percentages o total energy from an atomic 
explosion appearing in different forms. Admiral  Parsons added that in 
addition there were sections which were pr imari ly  speculative rather 
than factual and thus, i n  his opinion, inappropriate for an informative 
public report. . 

Mr. Lilienthal said that he agreed in the main with General Nichols' 
and Admiral  Parsons' position. The Commission had never intended 
that a speculative book be published, since to put out conclusions with- 
out supporting facts would not serve the educational purpose of the 
report. Fur thermore ,  it was not necessa ry  that the first public report  

' be comprkhevsivi; rathei,--the. mater ia& which.ist cZearXy needed by the 
public and available should be re leased  without delay. 

- 

i 

Mr. Lilienthal continued that General  Nichols' r emarks  suggested 
another consideration which gave him some concern. It was apparent- 
ly contemplated that mater ia l  for  the handbook which was restr ic ted 
data under the Atomic Energy Act and therefore  not to be given to  the 
public should nevertheless be widely disseminated within the Armed- 
Forces  under a military classification. He pointed out that this excep- 
tion to  the normal security procedures described in the Act is justified 
only i f  the AEC is satisfied that it is in the in te res t  of the common 
defense and security, He expressed the opinion that the problem here  
raised might  have to be discussed with the Joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy. H e  pointed out that the urgent need of the Armed Foxces for  
information of the s o r t  General Xichols had described ea r l i e r  provided 
a persuasive case in demonstration of how excessively res t r ic t ive  
security regulations might impede the defense of the United States. He 
pointed ouc also the administrative difficulties that would a r i s e ,  should 
the cont rac tors  and employees of the Commission require  clearance 
in  accordance with the Atomic Energy Act to  receive information which 
would be available to the contractors  and employees of the Military 
Establishment without such clearance.  DOE ARCHIVES 

Admiral Parsons remarked  that in  publishing information on weapons 
effects, it would be wise not to shy away f r o m  technical data of the sort 
which would be of grea t  use to archi tec ts ,  engineers ,  and other technical 
people whose studies and designs might  in  turn benefit the Commission, 
the Armed Forces, and the nation in  general .  Mr. Lilienthal expressed 
agreement with Admiral  Parsons'  r e m a r k  and said that such technical 
people, along with city officials, physicians and medical men generally, 
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insurance men, and other technical and professional people, seemed to 
him the public for which 8 report  such a s  the Weapons Effects Handbook 

DOE ARCHIVES . was pr imar i ly  intended. - 
After fur ther  discussion, General Nichols and Mr. Trapnell indi- 

cated that, on the bas i s  of the similari ty in the views expressed, it 
would be possibIe to  proceed with the work of drafting the chapters of 
the handbook and making them available for review by the Commission 
and the Committee at the ear l ies t  possible date. Mr. Lilienthal asked 
that every effort  be made to  adhere to  the original schedule for publica- 

. ..-_ ,,--. --_ --- *-- - ..--- *- _. ---- --- - 
a - - _ _ -  I - . -  - - _ .  - . A 

. .  - .- tion of the - handbook, .-..A L _  

. . i r  -B 

The conference adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

ROY B. SNAPP J. B. KNAPP 
Secretary CoIonel, USAF 

Atomic Energy Commission Executive Secretary 
Mili tary Liaison Committee * 
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