
IN REPLY REFER TO 

Ai4XWA-AH 

WATERTOWN ARSENAL 
W A T E R T O W N ,  MASSACHUSETTS 02172 

24 May 1965 

SUBJECT: Overexposure of Xr. G .  Farr's Film Badge, 1 4  March 
Through 1 0  A p r i l  1965 

TO : Commanding Genera l  
U.  S .  Army l la ter ie l  Command 
ATT;I : AMCAD-SE 
Washington, 13. C.  20315 ARM2.950159.009 

1. Reference i s  made t o  l e t t e r  AMCAD-SE, Headquar te rs ,  
U.  S.  Army Materiel Command, 11 May 1965, subject as above. 

2. The in fo rma t ion  r e q u e s t e d  i n  paragraph  2. a .  and b.  is 
a t t a c h e d  he rewi th .  

3. Fol lowing r e c e i p t  of n o t i f i c a t i o n  of overexposure  t o  
f i l m  badge a s s i g n e d  t o  Mr. F a r r ,  t h i s  o f f i c e  conducted a 
thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  causes .  T h i s  i n v e s t i -  
g a t i o n  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  fo l lowing  facts:  

a. Mr. Farr was on prolonged l e a v e  s t a t u s  s i n c e  
29 J u l y  1964 and was r e t i r ed  on 22 A p r i l  1965. 
o f f i c i a l  a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d  i s  a t t a c h e d .  

Copy of h i s  

b. Even though Mr. Farr was on s i c k  l e a v e  s t a t u s ,  
he was s t i l l  as s igned  a f i l m  badge inasmuch as it was expec ted  
t h a t  he would r e t u r n  t o  work. During t h i s  p e r i o d  h i s  f i l m  
badge was under  t h e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  uranium area super -  
v i s o r  who k e p t  it s e g r e g a t e d  from badges t h a t  were i n  use .  

c. ilr. Farr w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  d u t y  i n  Bldg. 34, a 
s p e c i a l  p r o j e c t  s e c u r i t y  b u i l d i n g .  The o n l y  r a d i a t i o n  work i n  
t h i s  b u i l d i n g  involved  d e p l e t e d  uranium. I n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  as a 
s u p e r v i s o r ,  IJr .  F a r r ' s  d u t i e s  o n l y  r e q u i r e d  h i s  p e r i o d i c  e n t r a n c e  
i n t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  area hand l ing  d e p l e t e d  uranium. 
exposure  from 7 June  1959 t o  13  March 1965 was .302 rem which is 
c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  error  l i m i t s  of f i l m  badge dos imet ry .  

H i s  t o t a l  

- 
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AIlXkJA- A i I  24 May 1965 
SUBJECT: Overexposure of  Nr. G .  Farr 's  F i l m  Badge, 1 4  March 

Through 1 0  A p r i l  1965 

d.  Attached Telecon wi th  Lexington Blue-Grass Army 

A s  a f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  i f  it 
Depot, paragraph 5 i n d i c a t e s  r a d i a t i o n  was s imi la r  t o  t h a t  pro- 
duced by C060 or p o s s i b l e  X-ray. 
were assumed t h a t  t h e  badge was exposed con t inuous ly  t o  dep le t ed  
uranium 24 hours  a day for t h e  e n t i r e  f i l m  badge p e r i o d ,  i t  i s  
e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  t h e  maximum gamma exposure t o  t h e  badge would 
be  less than  one rem. T h i s  would f u r t h e r  assume t h a t  t h e  b e t a  
component from t h e  Th234 had been t o t a l l y  s h i e l d e d  inasmuch as 
no b e t a  exposure  was r e p o r t e d .  

3 .  I n  view of t h e  f a c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
r e g a r d i n g  c o n t r o l  of t h e  badge and a n a l y s i s  of t h e  maximum 
p o s s i b l e  exposure t h e r e  is  no ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h i s  
badge r e c e i v e d  t h e  r e p o r t e d  exposure a t  t h i s  i n a t a l l a t i o n .  
on ly  o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t y  is t h a t  t h i s  badge was mis sen t  t o  ano the r  
a c t i v i t y  and it is t h e r e f o r e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  some o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  overexposure.  

The 

4. During t h e  cour se  of  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
was t aken  t o  re-emphasize t o  a l l  s u p e r v i s o r s  and o p e r a t i n g  
pe r sonne l  t h e  va lue  and need of f i r m  c o n t r o l s  on t h e  handl ing  
of f i l m  badges.  

3 I n c l  SIDNEY&VIN 
1. Te lecon-  Lex ing ton  Army 

2. Telecon-Kew York 

Heal th  P h y s i c i s t  
Depot 

Compliance O f f i c e  of 
AEC 

3.Mr. Farr 's  Attendance 
Record 
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