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The objective of the radloleot0ps pro(pamr of the Veteran& Admihietratioll l e  
twofold, (1) to prorpote the saie anb inteU.iBent w e  of radioisotopes in the 
medical cure aod txeatmnt ob vetersne within hoepitale of the Veterama 
Aamrnietrat10n and (2) t o  pranOta the UBe af rndloisotopee ln prsdical research 
within h O 8 p i h l E  of the Veterans Admlnistratian. 

On the Central Office level the radloisotops programwlU. be udmlalstered and 
coordlxrated thr& the Radloleotspe SectIan of whlah I will serve ae C h l e i .  
In  t h l e  capacity it will be my r e s p a P u l b l l i t ~  to  tmrry out the desires of the 
C h i e f  Medical D i r e C t o P r  snd the recaoapssbstlone Oi the Ccprtzal  Adrisory Ccamitbo 
on Railloieobpee. The Chief of the Radioieotape Sectian v l l l  prepare far the 
C h l e f  Mmlloal Director far his actiapr recaPenendstioou (u t o  (a) the authorization 
far the use of rsdioisotopes Withla Wr Id tLa l  hoagitalu ob the V e t e r a n a  
AdPPinietrat ion,  (b) the control of "pubinfo" relearrer srrd uplprorsl ob articles 
far publicatlau, ( 0 )  the E x l p ~ t l g a  of s a h t y  reqoirsmAnte to  be obebrved, 
aad (a) the approral af appointment of prcbeeolarsl perclonnel en@a&ed in 
radloirrotope activities. The C h l e f  of the Radioieotope Section v l l l  be 
rerrpozmible for foruar&irrcJ to the Deaxu* Caaranittm and Chslnpan of the 
~ ~ o i s o t o p e  Ccmnittee mciourr r e c m t i o a e  rbgardiag (a) perclonnel, 
(b) physical facil l t les,  ( 0 )  ecientlfic eqplpnent snd cruppllee, .(a) periodio 
inapectiona aad (e) certain requirsppslptr regard- i n r e ~ t i ~ t i m ~  work 
regorte dono ln the Radioieotape Wt of the hoepital. 

The Central Advieom C d t t e e  an Radloieotopm haa been appointed t o  make 
epeclflc r e c m t l o n a  as t o  safety requlrcananta aod t o  prepare recommaadatim 
aa t o  general policy and plqpains on the Central Office level. 
t h l e  caszrmittee are Dr. Eu&h Horgan, Dr. Shield8 Warren, Dr. Stcr;tfard W a r r e n ,  
Dr. Perr in  Long and Dr. mr Br1edeI.l.. 

The Radlolsokrpe Progran! of the Veterans A d m h l s t r a t i o n  

I 

The llLBmbere of 

To Beme a8 Special C o n e u l t a n t  cmRadioisotopee as repreaemtativee of the 
Central Office, three f ie ld advieore bare been appointed. 
for occpiorndl. inepectlon of facilltlee and actiri t iee within the areaat of 
their co@zcLpce, and for occaeional consrJtatlon t o  personnel repreeating the 
Central Cmlce and t o  pereannel repreeentiag tho Radloleotopb C d t t e e  or 
Radloleotape mite In Vetetrana A d m h l s t r a t h  hOSpita.le vithin the areas of 
their cognizance. They will also eerve as sBecial advisors t o  the Chief of 
the Radloleotope Section. 
Warren in the Eaetern statem, Dr. aslpsr Friedell in the Central states, and 
Dr. S t a f f a r d  Warren in the Weetern etatee. 

They VFU. bo available 

To serve in t h i e  capacity there w l l l  be Dr. shielde 

Far the developlmant, eupervielon and admhlstration of the radiOi6Otopt, 
pr- on the local level, It is recraanaended that the Deane' C d t t e e  
appoint a eubcamlttee t o  be known ae the Redloisotope C d t t e e .  It was 
the belief of the Central Advleory C d t t e e  that it I s  decrlrablt, t o  have 
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eom8008, preferably an lnterniet, who hae a broad mbdloal inteweet t o  
eerve aa ChairmM of the Radloiootope Caarmittee and that he be the one 
pripyyw reepaneible for coordirUrtln& tbe intereet of thwe other &ere ob 
the ~adioilrotope CQlnnittee-who would represent epwiallet flelda* Tb4 C e n t r a l  
Adv1ecx-y Camittee fe l t  that the Ihxum' C w t t e e  after revlevlng the 
radioisotope 'problem in i t a  broad sepeote mlght desire to lnclude an the 
Radioieotope Camdttee (a) an internlet partlcuhrl7 intarsetmi in haPPatologJI 
and metabollem, (b) a surgeon not primarily lntarested l a  a n c o l w  and 
(c)  a redidogist particularly interested in radloblologjr aad r&um with 
radloleotopee. 
of the Radioieotope C a t t e e  those h a v a  a hl@y epeclallzed Interest 
ln certain aapecte ob r a b l o t h e m ~ ,  of oncologlr, of d c a l  biology, ob 
blochtsulstry and of radiation phyeloe would be 8,msttor vhich would depend 
very large4 on the local eltuatlcm d the doelre8 ob the Deans' Camnltteo. 
It VBB f e l t  that the msspberahlp af tho Radiolootope Ccunmlttee ehould not 
be eo -go m t o  lntaTere With the proper conduot of lfe olleelon. To t h l o  
end it ww believed that it Wt be poeelble to  ob- the seroloee ob o p o i n l  
advieers in certain h- technical field8 t o  some the Radioisotope 
Casmnittee in the role of coneultante rather than aa memibere of the Rsdlo lao to~ 
C d t t e e .  reo-ndatlon of the Bane' Collnnittee t o  the Chief webioal 
Dlrectar, euch appoInlamnte may be made. 
deeired by the Radloleotope Camittee In mattere lnvolvlng gartloul.arly 
specialized ur hlghls. technical aepecte of the two or radioisotopes. 
categoq opould probably came the eervicee of those indlrlduale who poeserre 
particular qualiflcatiane and ekille in m e  ar m e  of the following (a) 
radiation phyelce lnc ludw the detailed knowledge ob ipetrumente for, srd 
techniquee aP, detection tmd maaurBMIptB of mutloactlrity, (b) radlochm~letry 
i nc ludw the proceeeirrg of tracer ccmpouDdB, (c) bioohsmical poblsme , 

related to  the radioisotope w, partioulaa?ly thoee come- the 8pth0eie 
of radioactively "wed" canpound6, (a) rabioblology, (e) "health pbyerlce" 
including the ssfety of pereamel, and (f) certain aspects of the human 
application of radioleotopes requiring a particuls?ly careful tecrhnioeil 
caneideratian. 
and such a dlrerelty of highly epecidized ekille will be required, that the 
~ucceee of the radioisotope pr- will depend very largely upon the e m t  
t o  which an efiective team of qualified WoTkers can be developed and their work 
comlucted in euch a manner aa t o  utilize in appropriate balance the cctntrlbutloaer 
of the varioue eki l le  repreeented ln the memberehlp of the team. It was f e l t  
that  the technlquee of tracer studies and of radiolaotope therspy ehould be a 
tool of the broad medical acheme and intereet rather than that of a epecialized 
field of radiology, oncologg or biochdetry.  

To w h a t  extent it would be beeirsble t o  bclU8e a8 member8 

Such silrlecrq aseletemce m y  bo 

zh this 

Such a wide variety of proieeeianel intereete w i l l  be repreeeated 

pecamendationa of the Deana' C u n m l t t e e  will.be forwanled via Eoepital m e r  
t o  Chief Medical Directm, an infomation copy being.iorwarded a t  the 8- 
time to the appropriate Brsnch Medical Director.. 

It w m d  be the responsibility of the Radiofeotope C a t t e e  t0  develop, 
supervise and admlnieter the local radloleotope progzwn in such a manner ata 
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to carry oat the objective6 
ot the Demu' C . a a i t t e e .  

Ths extent to  ahich part time or full: tine pereonno1 rill bo arployed will 
depend upon the local eituatlon and the recnrmn#nAatione ma&e by the Rsdlolrotope 
C a m i t t e e  aa they e t u 4  the lacsl ppblap. 

It le  the deeire of the C e n t r a l .  Office to euppart the euggeetiane -of the 
Desne'  C d t t e e  and the Rabioleotope C-ttee a8 d % l W U t u  aad a8 effmtirdlj 
ae possible.  
C a t t e e  feel that the radioieotops pr+ i e  their aatirity and thst the 
C e n t r a 3  Office deeiree to make It one vhich trul be collduoted to the mutuel 
ln ta ree t  and a&an-e of all coar?erned. 
Office that Bush a p- could not be developed vlthout the active 
participatlan ai the Deana' C a m l t t e e  and its repreaentatlvee 00 the Radioleotope 
Ccmrmittee. 
a8 much aa poeeible aad w f f l  conalet 
public relatione -lading "publnfo" releasee for e e l ~ t i f i c  publication azxl 
such fiecal mattere ae are meeearg. 

It l e  the feelips ob the C e n t r a l  M v l e q  Carnnittee* on Rsdioleotopee asld of 
the Chief Medical Director that a sonolble coinerrnative poeitlon in 

It l e  aleo doelred that tho Dbane' C a t t e e  and the m o l t s o t o p e  

It irr thd feel- w i t h i n  the C e n t r a l  

To that end reetrictiom Am C e n t r a l  Office v l l l  be reduced $mt 
of s u a  M q lnrdlrs safety, 

to 
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On the "microcurie" level yould be the laborat- in which they would work 
w i t h  r a d i w t l v e  material6 of ouch a nature there could be l itt le if cuy 
ha& t o  pereontml. In -ah Ibbcu-atoriers, however, it ir very mceerrary 
that radioactive coataaination be avoided due to the fact  that Important 
inveetigstive reeulta w be jeopardized throw oareleeb hzuliltiDg of the 
radioiaotopee or the unavoidable aooidente which oocur in euoh laboratories. 
Such accidents would bo in the asture of contaabatlarre which would eo d i s t o r t  
bsctrpouad counto a8 t o  render diificult  the interpretation af the ecientlfic 
work being dono but which vmld not jeopardize poreo~mel. 

On the "millicurie" level yould be the laborat0r;l in which ninor hazards t o  
persoarnel a t  be developed although they would probably seldanbe of eerioue 
aarmmt except perhapa BB qi@tt occur in the Improper admintatration of radio- 
isotope in therap7 or in ergerimental work on huaaa be-e. 

D u r i q  the  ourrent f iscal  ysar it is unllkely that  It w i l i  be deeirable t o  
conduct vork at levels othsr than the "mlcrocurle" azld " ~ i c u r l e "  laboratory 
levels. 

In the "PaiLtlaurie" level rsriow bamn?& to personnel muet be coneidared 
qa alw478 potentially pmesnt. 
"hot laboratorlea" and there n r s ~  be pmeent potentially a t  least a m e t  
eeriorre type of radioactive hazard t o  persorrpel. Sach laboratorlea would 
be cacenaed vlth the matarids poeeeeelng a high d e r  of radloaotivlty or 
radioactive ha-. 

Such laborstorim are oftan referred to a6 

U n t i l  inioraaatiaa ourrently be- asembled vith r e m  to the ha& arlelng 
frun Carbon 14 le more caqlete,  It would seem urmiee t0.attaap-t w e  of #e 
radioisotope in m a t  laboratoriee of t h e  Veterans Adminietration. 

In general the  two ieotopee which seeanmoet suitable for  w e  w i t h i n  the 
Veterane Adminietrat loa appear t0 be Phosphorue 32 and Iodbe 131. Perhapr 
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It may be possible ia the relatively near future to approve cer ta in  hospitale 
for the use of radioiron and radiaao8lum. 

Although there haa been mare delay thaa ml&t have seemed desirable in the  
fonnal establin’tnaRnt of the radiolaofope program and the ~ l o i e o t o p e  a t e ,  

which m t  be c l s a r l ~  defined If the radloisotope p-sm, onas under MJ, i o  

deeirable to point out that the radioisotope progrrrm etanmlng irar C e n t r a l  
office l e  eepar6te i r a n  the geumr8.l medludl research program a8 i&r (LB 

adminletrative procdurse are conueraed. Punas have been separately proridad. 
far the rabloi8otopcb program. W i t h i n  an i n d l T l d ~  hospltaS the radioieotop 
progran w i l l  for the present not came w i t h i n  the prmiace of the Comlttee of 

Aaralncetrstian haapltal w i l l  c a m  under the $Ir iebictlan of the Radiolrotope 
C d t t e e  whether q l o y e d  in therapy, dlagnoele or reaeurch. The Radlolirotape 
program w i l l  iavolve an interest on the part of Professional. Serrlcee snb It 
will be doairable to c o o r d ~ t e  and integrate the68 lntereska In llne Vith th4 
reeponsIbillty of the Radloi~~otop Cunmlttcse anb the Radioieotope Unit. Thio 
I s  neceseitated by the pecullas characteristics oi thie p6y forpl of m4dlusl 
tool and by the unique problem8 seecxlated with the w e  ai radlolsotopes such 
ee PPattere of eafety and of public relatione. Theae are not ret 011, em firm a 
foundation ae are those involrlrrg the p0f.e oonvemtlanal therapeutic and rerearah 
toole. 
occur8 that it  ma^ be poeelble to lncorporste the radloieotope proeP.ap0 directly 
under the general medical research progfam. 

it hae be- neceeew eet Up C m k h  adJKhllJtX’atiV8 prbCipl8S asd QlRBCtiCO6 

to proceed With 8 Of ColliUeIOn and b s l q J I .  In t b i 8 . C o M s C f i O l l  It I S  

the MM10al ResWOhe A l l  radioleotope aUtlTitiOB Within the V e t e m  

It le anticipated that eventually when a more etabil lzed eltuatlon 

Aa C e n t r a l  office will provide the funda and f u l l  time and part t h e  persaP1pe1, 
the radioieotope program w i l l  not be affected by local budget tkllcnmnoes or 
pereonael ceilings. 

I would appreciate greatly h a v l q  the munee of the members of the R€dloieotope 
C d t t e e  and uf the Director of the Radioisotope Unit &B 80011 ae conveniently 
poeelble after their eelectlon. 

I have bean clumey In preeent- thie protracted SwmparY to you but I have 
wanted to be h e l m  by anticipating ae mary. AS poeelble of the questions which 
might a r h e  in your mizld. 

A t  any time I may be af aeeietance I hope you Will call upon me. I will 
alva~ra  be ready to aeeiet the C h a i r m a n  of the Radioleotope Comaittee and 
the Director of t h e  Radioisotope Unlt In e ~ ~ l y  
to be conaidered In the light of serving them In the f’urtherance of their 

that I poeaibly can. I waut 

act ivl ty 
aogle to 

and interset. 
nmke it eaaier far them to carry out their work there. 

I &all at ala-end do my beet fram the administrative 

GEORGE M. LYON, M. D. 
Chief, Radioieotope Section 
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