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AMSWE-ISF (14 Dec 64) 
SUBJXT: Overexposure to Ionizing Radiation 

4th Ind 

HEADQUARTERS U. S. ARMY WEAPONS COMMAND, Rock Island Arsenal, Rock Island, 
Illinois 61202 15 January 1965 

TO: Commanding Officer, Rock Island Arsenal, ATITN: SWERI-SF, Rock Island, 
Illinois 61x)2 

1. This correspondence will be considered and forwarded as an 
investigation summary of the subject incident. In this respect, it must 
cover all possibilities for the overexposure and positive control of any 
and a l l  potential causes. 

2. The information contained in the 3rd indorsement explains the 
possibilities and conditions by which the high film badge reading could 
have been attained. 
adequately. 

It also covers the medical aspects of the situation 
Indicated controls are not positive. 

3. An ionizing radiation dosage considerably in excess of the 
permissable total body radiation was received and a possibility exists 
by which such a dosage can again be received. 
applied to assure no such accidental overdose can again be received. 
"Consideration" of a limit switch to automatically turn off the entire 
unit if the camera assembly is moved away from the port is not enough. 
The unit must be turned off if the assembly is moved away from the port. 
It is a160 necessary that a positive control be affixed to the shield 
so that the machine will not operate unless it is in place over the port 
or .the camera assembly is in place at the port. 
located around the port which permits operation of the machine only when 
pressure actuates the switch, either by the shield in place or the camera 
assembly i n  place, could accomplish the desired results. 

A positive means must be 

A pressure microswitch 

4. Comments are requested in regard to paragraph 3 above. A copy 
of the standing operating procedure written for the operation of the 
Norelco X-ray Defraction Unit should also be included as a part of this 
correspondence. 
than 21 January 1965 in order to meet the suspense date established by 
USAMC . 

This information must reach this Headquarters not later 

FOR TBE COMMANDER: 
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\-JAMES R. SAMPSON 
'S Chief, Safety Division Installations and Services Directorate 
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