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1, Purpose8 To set forth the general areas of Issponsibility and 
general procedures required fo r  prompt, effective and coordinabd response 
to accidents involving nuclear weapo~~s .  

2. Tmplementatiom The Military Services, &FSUP, and the AEC w i l l  
issue instmlctions t o  implement tlds agreement. 

3 . Respondbil.itie8 : 

a.  he commanher of the nilitary or AEC instaUation or  f a c i u t y  
nearest  the accident will a88188 iaraediate contaw1 a t  the scene of the acci- 
dent and take such immediate emergency action, within the limits of his capa- 
bi l i ty ,  as m y  be necessarg t o  miniaixe the initial results of the accident. 
H e  wu1 maintain control un t i l  relle'ved by the commander having primaq res- 
ponsibility as set forth i n  paragraph b or c below. 

bo Prinaary conmand zlesponsibillty for control a t  the scene of an 
accident, except under circumstances set forth in c beluu, restg w i t h  the 
Service or Agency having pbpical  possession of the  weapon a t  the t h e  of the 
incident. Command at the scene will be assumed as soon as  possible by the 
nearest or designated representative of the appropriate Service or Agm~y. 

C. Prieaary command llesponsibillty fo r  control i n  the area where 
action is requimd i n  connection with accidents of a damstic emergency nature 
w i l l  lest w i t h  the Department of the Amy. This is in consonance w i t h  eqrem- 
sions of "general pollcyl and "assigment of IlesponSibilltY. contained in 
Sections V and V I  of DOD Directiw 3025.1. For the purpose of delineating 
commatld responsibility under these circumstances9 an accident of dnuest&c 
emergemy mtnm is said to exist when the damage is obviously, or mlly 
determined thmugh snrvep t o  be, of such ma&tnde as to fa l l  vithin the 
scope of the def!in.itian s e t  forth as  guidance i n  paragraph 1, A p d h  A, 
of DOD D3.rective 3O25.L l M s  definition is quoted for ready referenee as 
follmss *me tena 'dapestic enmrgency? applies t o  emergencies occurring 
in a d  affecting the public welfare of the continental United States, its 
territories and possessions, as a restilt of enemy attack, insurrection, 
c i v i l  distn*ances, earthquakes, fire, flood, or other public disasters or 
equivalent energencies which endanger l ife and property or disrupt the 
usual processes of government,* 

do AFSWP and the AEC w i l l  establish a Joint Coordinating Cen- 
ter (Field cafllaand, AFSwPdU)) to provlde a centniUzed agency for coor- 
dinating assistance and infomation comerning accidents involving nuclear 
UeapoIIB. 

e. ¶be Military Services, hFswp and the A E  amy request assis- 
tance From the Coordinating Center a t  any time i n  tbe event of an accident. 
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f. The M i l i t a r y  Services, USVP and the AEC will respond to 
requests from the Coordinating Center and local areas for mutual assis- 
tance, subject to counnand and opemtional limitations. 

4. procedun3s: 

a. The Military Services, AFSWP and the AEC w i l l  provide to 
the Coordinating Center infomation necessary t0 the mahtenaace of a cur- 
rent locatilon list of specialized *teams" or units having the capability 
of rendering semi- in tb various sbills or f ie lds  appropriate to the 
peculiar requimments of nuclear weapon aCCident8. 

b. Ihe Hilitary Services, AFSYP ahd the AEC individually wil l  
determine the channels of conmmnication between their mspective elements 
a d  the Coordinating Center. 

C. When the services of the Coordinating Center are being 
employed, comnanders concerned shall keep the Center informed of the s t a b  
of the effor t  at the accident scene. 

do The %issimw and the principal "tasks and functionsa of the 
Coordinating Center are a s  set forth below. Specific SOP'S w i l l  be 
developed by the Coordinating Center for i t a  use, baaed upon the implement 
ing directives issued by each of the Military Serjrices, AFSWP and the AEX 
to their subordinate e h m n t s o  
u i l l  be firnished for infonnation t o  a l l  concerned. 

ing assistance and infor~~tion concerning accidents involving nuclear weapons. 

The operational essentials of such SOP'S 

(I) H i s s i o n :  % provide a.centraUzeci agency for coordina+l 

(2) principal *%sb and Functions": 

(a) Maintain current idonnation as to the location of 
specialized DOD and AEC teams or  ac t iv i aes  capable of llesponding t o  acci- 
dents involving nuclear weapons. 

(b) Receive requests fo r  assistance. 

(c) Request necessary assistance From apprapriate 
or AEC teams or activities. 

(a) Rwide a l l  available idonnation to  appmpriate 
ccnmwmds and agencies. 

(e) where pertinent, obtain complete information 
mgarding the tspe of weapon and system from operatorsan: custodians uben 
such individuals are knom, for m3sy t o  the accident SC~PIB. 

(f) Befer public queries to the responsible agency. 
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B y  Authority of the Secretaries of the A-, Navy, A i r  Force, and 

the Commissioners, Atanic Energy Commissions 

FOR THE UNITED STA’PES ARI”LY 

/S/ WIGHT E. ,BEACH 
Major General, GS 
Director of Guided Missjles, 
oDcsoPs 

Officials 

/s/ 
G. SerpeU. Patrick 
Rear A d n i r a l o  U. So Navy 
Mrecbr, Atomic Energy Mvision 

FOR ‘IHE A I R  FORCE: 

/s/ 
EIWARD N, PARKER 
Rear A c h i r a i ,  USN 
Chief, AFSWP 

ARIBIGH BURKE 
Chief‘ of Naval Operations 

/S/ RICHARD T. COINER, Jr. 
Major General, USAF 
Assistant for Atomic Energy 
M S / O ,  H q  USAF 

/S/ ALFKED D. STARBIRD> Brlg G e n ,  Wl 
Atomic Energy Commission 
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