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Contract h 6 3  by i ts  very term elrpired on 31 March 1953. Any proposed 
modification now, combining the previously suggs8ted modifications 4 and 5 ,  
would have no l ega l  e f fec t  on the expired contract. 

Ordinarily a contractor dealing with the government aan rely only on written 
instruments. 
Oughteraon’s w6rk a t  cost through conpletion of his book was made. 
relief may be afforded D r .  Oughtereon under the  provisiona of Title IX, Fi r s t  
’,Jar Powers A& through the  authority provided t o  formalisr, informal comaitnents. 
T h i s  nu thar l t r  nay be exercised whether the informal c o d t m n t  occurred before 
March 31, 1953 and consisted of an understanding t h a t  t he  term of t he  explrlng 
contract would be extended, or af’ter March 31, 1953, if it consisted of an 
underatanding tha t  there was t o  be an entirely new contra&. 

Here, it appears t h a t  an informal commitment t o  support Dr. 
Fortunate* 

Tho aonditions under which an informal coxtdtment may be fonnalieed and 
t h e  procedure t o  be followed i n  foml l s ing  an informal cormuihnt is  set f o r t h  
i n  I n  Vim of the fact that o”SOvt3 informal commitment (assumed) 
emanated f’rom t h e  W Division, it i a  suggested t h a t  t h e  R&D Division obtain 
t h e  completed papers required by APP 1-909.2 t o  process the  application. 

1-909. 

The servioes of this off ice  are of courbe available t o  lend assistance on 
any d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered. 
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