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1. Reference Irradiated Food Troop hcceptance Teats at Fort lee, Va.,
baginning on or about I May 1958,

2, iHecommend:

a. Approval of attacied statement, Fublie Tnformation Policies, as
basis for handling public informction aspccte of the test,

b. Issuance of attache: nraposed press release by DOD on or about
15 April. . .

3. The Cffice of the /saistant Secretary of -efense {esearch and Engineering)
(Mre Forsyth, ¥xt 75919) has exprecced gpecific interest in reviewing thess
inclosures,

FOR THE CUARTSHMASTLY GENFRAL.

¢ CRATG
Spectal Asgistant
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1, Statement .
2, Prop rels

3&» JTio, S6o
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DR&FT

IRRADTATED FOOD TROCP ACCTFTANCE TEST, FT. LET, VA.

PYBLIC TUFORMATINT POLTICIES

1. No effort will be made to penerate further interest in these tests on
the part of the Congress, the press or the public.

2. Maximum effort will be'made to insure that existing Congressional, press
and public interest is satisfied forthrightly and factually, in order to avoid
misunderstanding of the besia, 1naccur;ta reporting of the tests and, above all,

charges that the tests are being conducted in an atmosphere of mystery or aecrecy.

’6‘ « In other words, extensive publicity, is preferable to adverse publicity.
/ The former may be the price that must be paid to preclude the latter,

k. Since the test has been previously announced end discuased in hearings,
press releases, speech and magazine articles, there 1s widespread public
avareness of the teets. Many popular mieconcebtions exist as regards its purpose,
scope and methode. To correct these, in the best interest of the Armmed Services,

s DOD press relesse, fully explaining the tests, should be ‘ssued approximately

two weeks in advance of the tests.

So Informal communications received by O(MG cver the past several months
indicate that Congressmen, news medla re;résenwtives and preminent members of.
industry may wish to visit Fort lez to observe the tests. In eventi specific
requests are received, (1) such visiters should visi’ Fort Lee st cne time,

rether than on a staggered basis, thus confining any -=iarupt’ve effscts of such

visits %0 one test meal rather than successive test mezls. ard (2} errangserents
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should e made to insure sccurate and faveratle gooreciation of the teste on
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> ©ol et s vieiiova. T4 s prescsed thed ti's Lo insured by (1) holding

1o roprdewe st tag L or such visdters 20 e irrsdiated focd program and
trocp sooente oo teel; and () ke dizzowtnation of appropriate informational

Cloerabture Lo ch viesiteors fo dnsare Jiouuel vnderstanding of the program.

T onmdd bo exslsdined 4n advence W oany s .ch visitors that they will NOT be

potn tted o chearve the ectual test f.'eeding; gince the meals are to be served

© &8 nesrly a oovmel meas hail gtosthese a8s possible, Should visitors express

<

~ desire to visit e vass halls and 4o dnterview selected soldiers pérticipating

‘n Lhe test, it 's propcged thot thite he parm’itad AFTER the “est meal and the

Sa  I7 %8 soouacd that svange fssunacn oi' the press reles-e to news media,
clua normal ofaztribation of same Ly Army CLL to “nterested members of Congress,
will bring e trsts to the attention of most individuals likely to be interested
in observing tne tczts. It 4e sssumed cuch ia7viduasls will meke their desires

wcWn to TCMCG, who cen then arrange for them to visit Fort Lee, Therefore, 1t is

NOT intended that ary specific invitaticns ‘o sttind the teats will be issued.
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DRAFT

IECARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
WASHINGTN 25, D, Co

ARMY TROOPS TC TEST FALATABILITY
OF FOODS PRESERVED BY TRRADTATION

A two=year test program to eetabli &(&cceptab ig of food
[}
p:eserved by irradistion will at Fortilee, Virginix, the

D partment of the Ammy announced today.

The tests are designed to dotermine the rezction of soidiers to the taste,
texture, and other _uensory“ characteristics of a wide variety of irradiated meats,
fiuite, snd vegotables, which have been laboratory-tested by militsry and civilian
personnel for %@&Buac

The tests will mark the first time the irradiated fcod has been served ss
a part of amgularmaimamae hall,

Participation in t.he toste will be strictly on a voluntary basis and no
scldier will be required to take part uniess he has sxpressed a d.eajm to do so,
A1l irradiated food used in the %est will have buen selected and approved
fcr the test under the direction of The Q:éar‘a- riaster General srd The Surgeon

Jenerz)l of the Army.

The troop scceptance taetd de-be-eclucded-owrr—tWrryesrperiod, will
ocnsist of a series of meals, basad upon the Arxpyts Msster mem: used for regular
troop feeding &R:ughout the Unf tad Statee, Ome or more irradistecd food 4teme,
mepared according. to mtanderd Army recipecs, ‘e perved at sach ‘test mesl,

Initial phase of the test will comsist of Shu se}ving cf one irradisted

food item as & part of two noon-de; reslas,

to Seklow-ohewtlg-thensufier, The sims Tood itwm will be served at eschyesl, ,
£

Other irradiated food 4teus will be sorved 4n eubquucnt malm.
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“ The troops \ u:f\yring for the test will em/ k\hﬂu meals in a
regular mes: hally and every effort will be gade to um the meals in s eompletaly‘
norrmal mess hall atznoc;;!;m., Ro cbaomra of visitors vul be present exoept
those recuird to ocondict the test.

The 240 troops participating in the initial phase of the test will mot be
told which food 1tem on the memu 1s irradiated, nor will they dbe told whether
they are being served an irradiatod or a non-irradiated portion, The 1n;=1uaion
of both irradiated and non-irradisted food at the test meals, without indieating
to the testers uhich“ihn is irradiated, 1s mm;hd to assist the soldiers eat'ng
‘the food to mske an impartisl evaluation. In a further offort to cbtain wnbiased

evaluations of the food, the soldiers participating will be asked to indicats
their reaction to the palatability of several items served at each meal, only
ons of which may be irradiated, The soldiers will make their evaluations in the
form of written questionnaires to be distributed in the mess hall immediately
following each test msal, » |

To insure that the test reaults represent an unprejudiced cross-ssction
of troop reactica to all irradiated foods served, the Army plans to make no

a‘wnt of the results of the individual phases of the test until the SN
‘ A .

testS 8 campleted, '

The tests will be oonducted under the direct supervision of the Field
Evaluation Agency ot the anrtex:mutor Research and Enginsering Command. and
reresentatives of ths 0ffice of the Surgeon General of the Army. Foo‘d 1 tems
to be used in the initial phase of the test have teen irradiated at the Army
Chemical Corps' Dugway Proving Ground, Dugway, Utsh, The tests will receive
logistical support from the Quartermaster Training Commend, Fort les.

Padotabidity-end Wiclescmensss of irradiated food has already been tested

under the direction of The Surgeon Ueneral in s series of givou.p feeding® which
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- lin7e bpen conducted W at the U.5, Army Medical Nutrition lsborastory, £
. y L
i tzaimon.e Army Hoopit.al, -danver, Colorado, # eowwdm jlmoon of irradisted

b foud also was served at the Pentngon recently by Secretary of the Army Wilber M,

Brucker to Members of Congress and the press,
Research 4n the f1eld of irradiation of focd has been conducted over the

past several ysars undsr the direction of the Army Quartermaster Corps in cooperation
with the other agencies of the Department of Defenss, the Department of Agricnlwre,
the Atomic Energy Commission and more than 70 industrial and educational inltitut.inu
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Remn:h thus far conducted under the direction of the Army Quartermsster
ioniping rsdiations

Corps hu established the feaaibﬂity of utilix s such a8

gamma rays and elsctrons, inastead of heat, to kill or inactivate aicroorganisms

which are responsible for food spcilage. The ultimate military and civilian

T !

advantages of the proocess include a reduction in refrigerstion requiremsnts,
reduced food losses, improved control of -ertain food-borns diseases, and a

wider availability of fresh foods under fjeld condjtions,
Plans are now being developed for the Amy Jlonizing Rediation Center, to be

built at the Sharpe Oeneral Depot, Lathrop, Califormia, which will be capable of
hour

3 pounds f
processing up w%ﬂxm of irradiated food per/msmth. Primery mission of the
Center will be to develop methods of utilizing jonising radiation to preserve foods ‘

and to establish the commercial economics ! the precess.



