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SUBJECT: KV Research

OCIml]e, Lepartment oF the Army, Vashington 25, D.C., L Junn 1945

TG: The OJurgeon General, Dlepartment of the Army, Washinston 5, D.C.

ATTN: Cheirman, lledical Research and Jevelopmert Boarl

l. The reply vo the guestion in paragraph L, basis levbter, will be
made in two parts: the first, the division between the hedlical Lepartment
and the chemical Corps of the responsibility in the Department of tre Army
for medical and tcxicclogical research and development in rediologicel
wartare; and sscond, the relationship between the Chemical lorps arnd the
Nedical lepartment under the directive contained in Memcrandum, Genoral
Staff, United States Army, for the Chief, Chemical Corps, file CSGLDIL

320 RW, Subject: Assigmment of Research and Development Cogrizance or
Radiclogical Warfare, dated 7 January 1949.

2. 1t is proposed that the division between the ledical Department
and the Chemical Corps of the responsibility of the Department of the
Army for medical and toxicilogical resesrch and development in rediclogi-
cal warfare be as follows: :

a, Medieal Department

The Medical Department is responsible for all Department of
the Army medical and toxiocclegical research and development in radislogi-
cal warfare, including detailed investigaticn of mechanism of actioa of
radiolegical warfare agents, physiology and prophylaxis, first aid, and
therapy, except for the Chemical Corps responsbility for toxicology of
radiological warfare agents as irdicated under b below.

r

t. CThemical Corps

The Chemical Corps is responeible for toxicclogy of radiolog-
ical warfare agents in determination of their offensive potentinlities and
the degree of mechanical individual protection required, Tt will zonduct
such mechanism of action studies as may be reguired to assess the degree
of incapacitation.

c. The responsibilities cited above include the establishment of
requirements for research and development, the application to the Atomic
Energy Commissicn to furnish the informetion and data required, the super-
vision of Atomic Energy Commission sponsored work if this is the means
which it is agreed will best provide the infeormation and data required,
or upon the failure cf the Atomic Energy Commission te provide the infore
mation required or to sponsor its provision, to make application Tor the
necessary army budgetary support for an army-conducted program. The .
responsibility nlso includes the conduct of the program and coordination ™
with all agencies. e
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Stall, United States Army, dated 7

January 1945, reforred to in paragraph 1 abowe, the Chomionl Jorps will
susura that suach phase of roscarcn and levelopmont in radiolosienl warfare
is acceptod a responsivility of an army tochnicul sorvieo; thut tochk-
nleal Jbjectives are ostublished in cach phuse commeonsurate witn over-all
chjectives established In accord with stratepic guldance; thab each phvse
racelives its appropriate ceonsideration for hudgetary support; und tiat the
over-all program leg coordinsted with the Hewvy and Air Yorce. ror Lhe
rccomvllshment of this rosponsinility bthe Chemical Corpes will reoviev the
partment of the Army progsranm lor mediczal and thLccl >rical ressarch and
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and budgetary support for the program are commensurats with the poritinent
research and develepment roauirament and budgetary raguiromont of tho
trchnical services of the irmy. The Shomical Corps will compare hhe
budgetary requirements of the program ond tnose 10) the varicus obther
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