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f Ghief, Medical Plans and Operations Div,, 0TS¢ 11 August 1955

Legal Office
Permit for Radioisolope Theraspy

1, Teference is made to the attached correspondence and memorands, sibject
a3 above.
2. It is suggested that this information be processed elither as a change

to AR LO-200 or published az an adminisgtrative letier or other nedia for informati
to Class IT and IIT hospitals, o

Inecls DAVID E, MARCHUS

a/s Major, MSC
- Chief, legal 0ffica
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HO, 2 ' DATE: 5 August 1555

" Capt Holbrock/62840/mf
10: Chief, Legal Office :

Chief, Medical Statistics Division
N TR |

FROM:  Chief, Medical Plans and Operations Division i

! ! ‘i.

| | .

This division concurs in the above-comments of the Medical Statistics !

Division, 3. . .
1 Incl . THOMAS N. PAGE |

afe Colonsl, M) C.
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o
v Chief, Medical Flans and Operationa Division
-~ Chief, Legal Office 3 Auvgust 1955
Chief, Madical Statistics Division
Permit for Radiaisotope Therapy
- 1. Reference is made to atitached letter from Ceolonsl Wells, Chief, Radio-
logical Service, Letlerman Army Hospital, concerning the desirability of obtaining
an authorizatlon for radioisotope therapy from the patient concerned; to memorandum,
Chief, Medical Plans and Cperaticns Division to Chief, Legal 0ffice, 8 April 1955,
subject as above; and to memorandum, Chief Legal Office to this division, 20 July
1955, subject as abova,
§ 2. It is the opinion of this division thet Standard Form 582, Clinical Record—

Ze

Authorization for Adwinistration of Anesthesia and Performance of Operations and
Other Procedures, is adequate for use in those instances when authorization for ad-
ministration of radioisctops therapy is desired, IV is suggested tbat signature by
a patient of an authorization form which lists possible gside effects or undesired
results of such therapy may not relieve s hospital or physiclan of professional or
legal responeibility, This division agrees with the view expressed by Medical Plans
and Operations Division that the development of a spacial suthorlzation form for one
procedure may imply a requirement for such forms for other procedures, such ns the
administration of nitrogen mustard, of which issue and use is also controlled under

SR 521010,

Incl n/e BUGERE L. HAMILTON
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f e Chief, Medical Statistics Division, OTSC 20 July 1955
Legal Office
Permit for Radiolsotope Therapy

1. Reference is made to parsgreph L of the attached memorandum from the
Chief, Medical Plans and Operations Division,

2., It ia requested that you take whateover action you deem necessary In
order to solve the problem preasented,

1 Inel DAVID E, MARCHU3
n/e Major, MSC
Chief, Legal Office
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Chief, Legal Office 8 April 1955
Capt Hammond/mf/628L0

Chief, Medical Plans and Qperations Division
Permit for Radiolsotope Therspy

1, 1In aceordance with paragraph 2, Memorandum Number 1, this subject
was discussed by The Coordinating Committce on Organizaticonal and Procedural
Problems Connected with Care of Mass Casualtles and Atomic Medicine, on 29

March 1355,

2, The policy prescribed in paragraph lLa, AR 40~610, is considered ade-
quate in the matter of requiring patients to sign a permit for radioisatope
therapy. These regulations require that except in an emergency, written cone
gent for the performance of therapeutic end diagnostic procedures on civilian
patients will be obtained in accordance with the usual procedures and policies
followed by civilian medical and dental practitioners. There is no such require-
ment, in the case of milltary patients, nor is such a roquirement considered
desirable,

3. Many potentially dangerocus substances and substances which may have
undesirable side reactions are currently being administered without any require-
ment for written consent of the patients. I% ls believed unwise to establish
a precedent in the case of radiolsctopes, which might later be extended to a
large number of other medications, In some instances, the suthorization atate
ment which the patient is required to sign might serve only to create undue
alarm, In these instances, the physiclan should be free to exercise his
professional Judgment in determining whether written consent of the patient
should be required.

. For those cases where sn ™Authorization for Administration of Radio-
active Materials™ is determined by the physician to be indicated, it was agreed
that a standard form, to be signed by the patlent and become a part of the
Clinical Record, should be adopted, It is recommended that coples of this
correspondence be furnished to the Chief, Medical Statistics Division for
preparation of the necessary form or appropriate comments on the utilization
of existing standard forms to accomplish this purpose.

1 Incl ' C. F. ST, JOHN
n/e Colonel, M, C,
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Oﬁice Memomndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Medical Plans & Cperations Division, 0TSO DATE: 2 Pebruary 1955
TROM : Lagal Office, 0TSO

SUBJRCT: Permit for Radioisctope Therspy

1. Your sttention is invited Lo the attached lettar addreseed to Colonel
lodmell fram Colonel Wells.

2. 1 believe that the problem stated in this letter 1s of sufficiemt
importance that an Atmy Medical Service-wide policy should be sgtablished,

3. It is thersfore recomsendsd that representatives of your office, Pro-
fessional Division, and the lagal Office meet with the view of determining what

The Surgeon (ensral's policy in this matter should be.

1 Incl DAYID E. MARCRUS

1tr dtd 14 Jan 55 Major, MSC
Chief, Legal Office
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DNFLaHATION FOR PaTIENTS RECELIVING HaDICvlWDINE N

s

In order to study now your thyroild gland {(goiter) is actirng, g

we need to giwe you & small amount.of radiolodipe, >
A

Radiolodine gives off radistions called beta rays «nd gammus ]
rays, Tuosse rays are like x-reys and too many of thea are harmful i
but thousands of people are examined by means of x-rays every aay -
with po harmful effects, To the best of our knowledge, tie emount -
of radiation you will receive will do you no narm. ‘ .
!

We want you Lo understend tbat you are receiving smell quan- v
tities of radiation after you drink the solution of radioicdine 3
and ask you to aign that you have read and understand tais brief ¥
statement, ‘ -
LO MUT JIUb THIo IF T aRE PrsGNanT, -
Sigrature N

Late %

s :;
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INFUbtai IUd FUR PaTIENTS hoCRIVING hallU-IW Ikt

In order to treat tne disease of your thyroid gland, we
want to give you radlo-iodine., Radlo-jodine glves off bets
apd gamma rays while in your body - mostly in the tayroid
gland, Reta and yamma rays sct on tbe dody much like x~rays.
I-rays have nheen used for treatment of certain thyrold disasses
for many years. while the use of radio-iodine is still experi-
mental, we believe it will be more satisfactory than x-rays.

~e want you to xnov *hat jou are rucelving radio-lodiue
when you drink tne sclution given you and to snow that you usve
Tea. and wueratood Liols staple statenent pleass alygn below.

Signature........... ...

D.t’e-.--o-oii-v.s.-.s---..----~

MR L E R R T L B A )
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)//f (I tagocstic wna/or tiera,eutic Frocsa. ... to be sl zoed

{vigmature »f rat,cut)
aben patlent !s unable to uffix signature or lu legally incompetent

POHHHETERN) PREY o

(“.gnature of Consentinyg . eraourn|
( l.elations.ip to ra'fent,
(Llgnature of Witness,
{aCdress
. Late} Vouitly & State )
ratient's Name (Last, First & Middle Name) Reglater o “ar¢
Naxe of :oepital or (tber medical Faclility

aRadl Form 03
18 Man .
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