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hiei, Hedical Plana and Operations Div., OTSO. ll Auguat 1955 

- 
Legnz  Office 

Pennit f o r  l&idiolsobpe Therapy 

1. Reference is inedo tc ths attached c o m e p o ~ ~ d ~ c e  end manaranda, nubject 
a# above. 

2. It is  suggested Uwt th is  information be processed either a8 a change 
to Ai? @2CO or published as an adminfetrativs let ter or otker ne& for idonxst ion 
to class II and Trl hospitals. 

NvID E. MlbRCERTS 
mor, WC 
Chief, Legal Offioe 
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lEXUXMi0 
BO. 2 

m: Chfef, Legal Office 
Chief, Medical Statistics D i v l s i o n  
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This division c a m  in the above-coasnents 0s $he Medical Stat&tkcs ' !  

1 :  
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Chief, rrsdicdl Ebns an8 OpvaWona Mvision 
p’ 

k 
/ Chief, Legal Office 

xm?E 
Chief, Medical Statistics Division 

P d t  for Radiobotope Therapy 

3 A u g n 6 t  1955 

- 1. Reference is made to attached Letter from Colonel Llells, Chief, Radio- 
logical Service, Lettorman b a y  Hospital, conaerning the des i r ab i l i t y  of obtaining 
an authorization for  radioisotope therapy from the pat ient  concerned; to memorandum, 
Chief, &dical Plans and Operations Division to  Chief, Legal Office, I] dpril 1955, 
subject as above; and to memorandun, Chief Legal Office t o  t h i a  division, 20 July 
1955, subjoct as above. 

2. It is tho  opinion of this divis ion t h e t  Standard Form 5$2, CLinical Record- li Authorization for Administration of Anesthesia and Perfommce of Opexations and 
Other Yroceb-ea, i s  adequate for use i n  those instances when authorization for sd- 
nainistrcition of radioisotope therapy is desired. X t  is suggested that signature by 
a pat ien t  of an authorization form which l ists  possible side e f fec t s  or ~nde8fred 
r e s u l t s  of such therapy may not re l ieve  a hospital  o r  physician of professional or 
l e g a l  responsibil i ty.  This-division agreos with the view expressed by Xedical Plans 
and Operations Division that the development of a s p w i a l  suthorization form for one 
procedure m y  imply a requirement f o r  such f o m  for other procedures, such as t he  
administration of nitrogen mustard, of which issue and use is also controlled under 
SR 52-10-10. 
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/ Chief, PEeaiOel Statistics Mvision, OTSO 20 July 1955 

Permit for  hdioisotope lherapy 

1. Reforenao is mado to paragraph b of tho attached m@mrandura h?om the 

It ie requested tlut you take w!~atover action you doem necessary in 

Chief, Medical Plan61 and Operations Mvislon. 

order to mlw the problon preacntad. 
2. 

DAVID Er MARCHUS 
Major, MSC 
Chief, Legal Offioo 
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Chief, Legal Office , 
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8 A p r i l  1955 
Capt HammOrId/~/62~0 

Chief, Medic& Plans and Operations Division 

Pennit f o r  Ra&oisot.ope Therapy 

1. 
~ a a  discussed by The Coordinating C o d t t o e  on Organizationel and Procedural. 
Problems Connected with Care of Mass Casualties and Atanic Xedicine, on 29 
Harch 1755’. 

2. 

I n  aceordance with paragraph 2, Memorandum Number 1, this subject  

The policy pracribed i n  paragraph ha, AR LO-610, i s  considered de-  
quata i n  the matter of requiring pat ients  t o  sign a permit for radioisotope 
therapy. These regulations require t h a t  except i n  an emergency, wrlt ten con- 
s e n t  for the parfonnancc of therapeutic and diagnostic proceduroo on civilian 
pat ien ts  w i l l  be obtained i n  accordance with the usual procedures and pol ic ies  
followed by c iv i l i an  medical and dental practi t ioners.  
ment i n  the case of mi l i ta ry  patients,  nor  i s  such D roquirement considored 
desirable. 

There I s  no such require- 

3. Haqy po ten t i a l ly  dangerous substances and substances vhich may have 

It i s  believed umi5se t o  es tab l i sh  
WZdesLrable s ide  reactions are  currently b i n $  administered without any require- 
ment f o r  wri t ten consent of the patients.  
a precedent i n  the case of radioisotopes, which might later be extended t o  a 
large number of other medications. 
mentwhich the pa t i en t  is required t o  sign might serve only t o  create undue 
alarm. I n  these instances, thc physician should be f r ee  t o  exercise his 
professional judgment i n  determining vhether writ ten consent of t h o  pa t i en t  
ahauld be required. 

active Matarialsst is defermined by tha physician to be indicatad, it vaa agreed 
t h a t  a atandard form, b be aigned by the pat ien t  and becom a part  of the 
Cliniaal  Record, zhould be adopted. It is r ecmended  t h a t  copies of t h i s  
correspondence be furnished t o  the Cltief, Eedical StatiStiCi3 Division f o r  
preparation of the necessary form o r  appropriate comments on the u t i l i z a t i o n  
of exis t ing standard f o r m  t o  a c c o q l i s h  t h i s  purpose. 

I n  some instances, the authorization state- 

t. For those OQBCS where an nAuthorization f o r  Adndnfstration of Radio- 

1 Incl 
de 

C. F. ST. JOHN 
Colonel, 8. C. 



1. Tour attention 18 imitd to the attachd 1.tt.r . d d r r e d  ?AI Colonrl 
IANholl r r a  Colonrl  %&. 

2.' I b e l i w e  tha t  the p d l m  8tat . l  in this 1att.r i s  of sufficient 
Lportrace that an A~BJ l kd ic r l  S*rvic*-wlde polla). &ouM be srtablisbed. 

3. It 18 therefore rrC-4 tb.t l V p l V # * d A t i W 6  O f  p u r  Offt ic . ,  PrO- 
fearloail Division, and t h e  Lsg.1 Mfica nwt 4 t h  the rim of d s k l z i n i n p  v t u t  
f i e  ,Surgeon O*mral'8 po l i cy  i n  t h i n  ut trr  &odd be.. 
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H a O i o i o d i ~  giver off raddiatlou e d 1 . d  b o k  rays urd guwa 
rays. 
but thousuds of people am e d n e d  by 
with Go M u l  effeotr. 
of radiation you will receive vi11 do you no [UIP. 

T l u m  rays a r e  l ike x-ray# ~ n d  tw many of tha  are  hrplful 

To tba tart o f  our knouldge~, th. amount 
of x-rays svsry &y 

We want you to u~erstand tbat you are receiving .null quan- . t i t l e s  of radiation dter JOU drink t h  solutlon of r .d io ldi iu  
ami ask you to s i p  that you have read and undoratand t n i a  brief 
LI ta tam ut. 
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In order to treat tw disease of y o u  thyroid g l d .  M 

want t o  give  you radio-lodlne. Radio-ludlne gives off beta 
rpd d u n u  ray8 while in your body - mostly i n  tne tayroid 
gland. 
X-rays have men wed for t rea tmcnt  of c w t a l n  t w o i d  diseases 
f u r  many years. While tM use of r a d i o - l o d l n e  is s t i l l  o x p r l -  
mentel ,  ve believe it xlll be more sat lrfactory than x-rnys. 

%+..a ana (I- rays act  on tb M y  much like x-rays.  

*e vnnt YOU t o  in.% ‘ t in t  , o u  a r e  r t ? c r i v l n &  r a d i o - l w i l m  
Ltisn yqu d r i n k  tne sol:i:?on g l v v n  you and t o  $ n o w  t t m t  you I Y V C  

mad. : in?  u:ner$toir j  L a d 3  3!ui>le state:;.er?t y ? c s s r  s l d n  b:ob . ,  

SlgMtIiIW.. ......... . . . . . . . . .  

Lmtr .............................. 

........................ 

......................... Eo 
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