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Re;wrt of Ad !ioc Convittee Meeting of Irradiated Food 
6 Jinuary 1960 

i n  Department of b m e r c e  Building 

The -meting began a t  1000 i n  M r .  McCoy's office.  Attached 
19 a l i 9 t  of those wesent. Mr. McCoy stated t h a t  t h e  purpose 
of the  izeetinc W:IR t o  quickly formulate a progran 90 as t o  get 
it in to  the bud& f o r  ne:;t y w r .  The ad hoc comnittee was  to  
prepare :I :,reposition which cmld  be presented t o  t h e  ICIF 
(1nterdepart:vmtnl Conwittee on Xi,radiated Food). 

Thsre i a  1u3 intent  t o  displace a w  w r k  presently going on. 

Hr. McCoy st.ated t h a t  he ws being replaced on t h i s  committee 
by Mr. Hughen. 

H r .  Aebersold of ;E;C stated t h n t  s i n u s  t h e  army line deferred 
the Stockton Plant, other agencies munt n o w  consider budgetine. 
The AEC is interested i n  the : ~ ~ g r a r n  from the standpoint of "Atom 
f o r  Peace". Dr. kebersold believes the  AXC may be able t o  obtain 
supplmental  funds for this. He fur ther  s t ~ l t e d  t h a t  t he  defer ra l  
of Stockton has caused other agencies world-wid. to queetion t h e i r  
o m  programs. 

Dr. Aeborsold stated tha t  tho Joint C o d t t e e  on Atomic Lner 
C o d a s i o n  is about to present t h e i r  program (I don't know t o  whom . 
They a re  to hold a public he,nring on 13 - U January 19m. 

7 
Dr. %ersold desired t;l know t he  army's ;Togram. ASC dl1 

supplement t h i n  and ofrmrred to aot  as the  coordinating agency 
for the other  dep~rtments.  

Council personnel (Urbain, Swdgert, Horgan, Jaakaon, ctc.) W i l l  
raview and evaluate the report prepared by the  ad hoc C O d t t e e  
on 6 Janunry. 

D r .  Aebersole then asked the question, "Is there  any reason t o  

On 8 January 1960, a meeting of Industry and National Rese,mh 

m t i c i p a t e  RIIY toxic subntance caused by i r radiat ion?" 
s ta ted  there  i s  no product formad by irradiaticrn t h a t  is not d - o  
Corned by heat 1roce::oirrg. 
da te  to make such a sweeping conclusion. 

Dr. Rest 

I. don't believe we have enough datn t o  

The next cluestion, "'+!as there a c i v l l i a n  need f o r  i r r ad ia t jm7"  
Tt:e answer t t t h i s  YQR "No" bu t  "nice t o  have" C8tegoI-Y. 

Ttlere wa!i then a l o r q  discussion of PL 6.5929. 
which Ur. 3chwab !x'etierited the a d e a  progrwn which was1 

FolloNiw 

1. To cow , l n t n  t h c :  wtnlesomoness s t  (dies. 
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2. 
3. To study microorganisms 
4. To strrdg pockaging 

Since the Budp,et ha!3 already been submitted it is utiiikeljl 

To make an operationiil. analysis 

the amy W i l l  ?,et any inore than the 500,000 requwted. 

The next cjuost.ion was, "DO we need -dditinnal radiation 
fnci l i t ied 'and the answer was "mt for  the wfiolesomoneas studies". 
It was stated by Dr. Dave Rest t h a t  a l l  t h i s  food was t o  be processed 
at  Uugway. ( I  don't believe t h i s  Information has been t m n s d t t e d  
t o  the operating level) .  
were needed for studies on quality control. 
i f  t h i H  referred to the l inear  accelerator,  Dr. Aebcrsold stated 
it specif ical ly  did mt.  
and believed the  best  loc.;tion for t h i s  muld  be a t  Natick, M ss2chusetts. 
(c lose t o  the f i s h  industry) 

It was believed tha t  additionnl r n c i l i t i e s  
!:'hen asked specif ical ly  

They were ta lking about a c o b d t  source 

, LIJNCH 

Dr. Sohwab asked me to r m c i n  for the  afternoon rievsion as well. 

D r .  Aebersold thought they should organiee an operating committee 
smaller than the Inderdopartmental C o d t t e s .  
coordinate the  e f f o r t s  of all the departmenta but each department 
running t h e i r  own progrm. 
of t he  various departments. The AEC would then request funds and 
pass these fundo on to thf)  department requesting. 
connnittee to be "Pror-ram Coordination C e d t t e m n .  
s f f u q t  subject the v l r i o d  departments ( a p i c u l t u r e ,  i n t e r io r ,  etc.) 
program to t h e  approval o r  disapproval of an operating c o d t t e e .  
I don't believe the departments w i l l  accept t h i s  type of supervision. 

If the amy  p r o p m  as  p r o p a e d  i n  oarried out t h e  t en ta t ive  AEC 

This aommlttee to  

The o o d t t e e  would pas. on the proposals 

The nenw of t h i s  
This muld in 

f d i n g  is too low. 
program then the AEC Rudpt  must be increased considerably. 

If the anny car r ies  out  o n 4  the  wholesomeness 

ALC Budget 

1960 1961 1962 w 
Operating $mu,uoo #30,000 #4OO,ow) $750,000 

Construction 2,225,000 

Much dirxus':ion wail then held as t o  whnt food should be selected 
f o r  a "l3re:~kthmu~h" t o  sell the proJect. 
good posnibi l i ty  technically :ind po l i t i ca l ly  (4 members ;of the J n ' n t  
oommittee -n atomic energy are f r o m  c o a s t d  s ta tes ) .  

They thought f i s h  had a 
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The In t e r io r  iktpartinerit (Fi,;heries) havo estimated t h e i r  
budRet need for next yKj3.r to be $LAi,OOO, providing someone e l m  
rnaken available the irr.a:Iiation P t d l i t i e s .  

The i ) y r t r . c n t  of Agriculture (one eection) os t imntos  t ho i r  
need t,a bo 
portnble i r ra t i ia tor  for  eoing from ‘)ne f r u i t  crop t o  another. 
They hnve a real need ‘ n  Ii.~wail - f’ish, fruit, ptc. 

U0,uW nnd the other section 50,000. ‘Pbey desire R 

Ilureilu of .;t: ,ndiirds - Their i n t e r e s t  i n  dooimetry. Thoy 
nov have R %-kilo curie source. 
i n  the l i n e a r  accelerator.  
need no nddit.ions1. lilidt:et f o r  studying the source they row have. 
nre moving tu Gnithersburg BO thin wi1.1 ‘Ielaj any large study. 
is i n t e ren t s l  i t )  p u h e d  riirliation. 

Hr. Kock was very much iriterostcd 
(Hs tleemed to be the only one). They 

They 
He 

T h e  In te r ior  ilopartment plans t o  spend $40,’ 00 in 1962 and the 
Aerjculture Department k 0 , t X X )  i n  1962. 

L. K. HURSH 
Colonel HC 

Medical Research Br. 
Ch ie f  
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Surgeon General's Office, U.S. A m  

CSA Anqy 

@WE Cornand U.S. A m  

QMWA (m) 
QM Food & Container Inst. for And Forees 

~tomic Energy Coinmisalon 

Interior,  Coiimeroial Fisheries 

USDA 

National Bureau of Standards 

PHS - Div. of Hadiological Health 

Agriculture 

3amll Business rid. 

, 

PPA-?DA-HEw 

U.S. Dept of Agrlculturs 

AEC 
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