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I NTERDEPARlTEI?TAL COI.DIIT”E3 
ON FADTATION PF7iRSGTVATION OF FOOD 

March 21, 1950 

M r .  fliiphes djstribut,ed an AgendR and rend the notes attached. 

Mr. Powe of PnD reemvhasjzed t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t he  problem of 
induced radionctivity.  
but are i n  tho remilatory aspects. 

Not jntnrested i n  developmental aspects 

Dr. Aebersold advised sendin< copy of reFort  w i t h  agency 
r ep l i e s  t o  the  J A K .  
between workinr proum ra ther  than through some subcommittee. 

Also suprested d i r e c t  agency coordination 

Mr. Hwhes w i l l  make t h i s  renort  avai lable  t o  JAFC. 

Mr. Hughes next indicnted t h a t  i f  t he  JWC asked him t o  amear  
on 31 March 1960, he would l i k e  t o  request several  people t o  accompany 
him t o  Drovide technical backup. 

Ress re lease  w i l l  be cleared with a l l  apencies find a l so  with 
JAFC p r io r  t o  release.  

Dr. Schwab asked how the  Jo in t  Atomic Energy Commission received 
a copy of the Ad Hoc repor t  without pr ior  anproval of t h e  ICFPF 
and a l so  how come the AEC made a press re lease (Chem. & ,g:ng. N e w s )  
of t h e i r  program without coordinating with other agencies. “ 

Dr. Aebersold says no press re lease was mad.e but they did repor t  
t o  the authorization cotmittee i n  Congress. 

It was decided t h a t  t h e  ft11.l text of  the report  would not be 
released. The JAEC would release what they desired. 

Dr. Schw8b s ta ted  t h a t  DOD was going t o  approve the revised 
Army Rogram. 

Colonel tG 
Chief, Medical Fesearbh Brmch 
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A Q E N D A  

7 
INTERDEPARTPXrlTAL C O E M T T E  

ON RADIATIOK PRESERVATION OF FOOD 

MARCH 21, 1960 

1O:OO A. PI. 

ROOM hi3179 DEPARTMENT OF COE.PIERCE 

(1) DISPOSITION OF AD HOC PANEL REPORT 
"A NATIONAL CIVILIAN RADIATION PROCESSED FOODS PROGRAM" 

(2) J O I N T  LEGISIATIVE COPPIJTTEE HTAXINGS ON 
RADIATION ?RESERVATION OF FOOD 

(3) P R E S S R E L E A S E  



1EITEDEPKF;LIEPlLiL COdiITTEE 
ON HkDUTION PRESZKVATIOU OF FOOD 

ilARCH 21,  1960 

(1) Following the l a s t  meeting of the Interdepartmental Comliittee the 

report  of the Ad Hoc Panel on "A National Civ i l ian  Radiation Processed 

Foods Proeram,!' as amended a t  the meeting, was referred t o  member 

agencies f o r  coment. Hesponse has been received from a l l  member 

agencies. 

The k t o r i c  Energy Commission has advised t h a t  it has established a 

proEram of research and development on low dose rad ia t ion  processing 

of foods t o  extend shelf  l i f e .  Durinc the next f i v e  years the Atomic 

Energy Comission an t ic ipa tes  devothg  approximately $5,000,000 t o  

t h i s  project .  During f i s c a l  year 1960 and 1961, funds i n  the amount 

of $115,000 and $50OJOCW, respectively,  a re  being made avai lable  f o r  

the  program. 

be placed on basic s tud ies  i n  food chemistry, microbiology, wk le -  

soneness t e s t ing ,  preservation fac tors  of shelf  life extension and 

rad ia t ion  processed technology. 

i t s  program i s  consistent wi th  the technical objectives s e t  f o r t h  i n  

the Ad Hoc Panel report .  

The Department of tl!e xrmy advises it has approved a revised A r m y  

food i r r ad ia t ion  program. 

program w i l l  incur an estimated cost of $5,000,000. 

t o  construct a rad ia t ion  food f a c i l i t y  t o  cost  an estimated 1.6 

mil l ion dol la rs .  This f a c i l i t y  w i l l  consist  of a megacurie cobalt 60 

Lamma i r r ad ia to r ,  var iable  voltage l i n e a r  e lectron accelerator  and 

associated f a c i l i t i e s .  

( 2 )  

Emphasis under the Atomic Enerky Commission progam w i l l  

The Atomic Enerey Comission believes 

( 3 )  

Over a six year period, the A r m y  Research 

It a l s o  proposes 
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( b )  ?he other  agencies havinE representation on t h i s  C o d t t e e  and who 

have conducted research and development i n  t h e i r  respective areas 

have indicated they too w i l l  continue t h e i r  individual prokrams. 

I n  view of the pos i t ive  s t eps  having been taken, through the s t imulus 

of the Interdepartmental Cormittee t o  carry forward research and 

development on both high and low dose rad ia t ion  processing of food, 

i t  is timely t o  review the present and fu ture  r o l e  of t h e  Comit tee .  

Not a l l  may be famil iar  with the  h is tory  of this Cononittee. Several  

years ago when the Department of the  arqy was supporting the  major 

Government a c t i v i t i e s  i n  rad ia t ion  processing of foods the Connittee 

was establ ished at  tire request of the Secretary of Defense. 

Director of Research ana Development f o r  the Department of the brny 

was designated a s  i t s  f i rs t  chairman. 

sh ip  was t ransferred from the Department of the A r m y  t o  the Depart- 

ment of Commerce. The purpose of t h e  Committee is t o  promote ear ly  

commercial r ea l i za t ion  of rad ia t ion  processed foods and thus maintain 

’I 

(5) 

( 6 )  

The 

In Aukust 15’56, the Chairman- 

world leadership i n  this important sekment of the Flationls Atoms for  

Peace e f f o r t .  The functions of the Cormnittee are:  

(a )  To provide motivation and broad guidance for the  program. 

(b) To achieve a high l e v e l  of par t ic ipa t ion  by Government 

aLencies and industry.  

To e f f ec t  a t r ans i t i on  of program respons ib i l i ty  from the 

mi l i ta ry  t o  other Government agencies and t o  industry as 

rapitily a s  possible.  

(c )  

(7) It is apparent t ha t  the Interdepartmental Committee has been success- 

f u l  i n  providink broad kuidance i n  t h i s  proLraix; achievinb ac t ive  

pa r t i c ipa t ion  by a l l  in te res ted  Government agencies and i n  stimu- 

l a t i n g  increased e f fo r t s  tovard a ci i r i l ian propram. 
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(a) The Ad Hoc Panel Report reconmends t h a t  the Interdepartmental 

Cormittee make recommendations concernink po l i c i e s  and budkets for  

the  nat ional  c iv i l i an  program. 

purpose of the Interdepartmental Committee. 

It appears the  next major phase i n  this prokram will be the  need 

t o  a t t r a c t  p r iva te  industry t o  assume greater  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  in 

t h i s  a rea  in l i g h t  of research and development advances resfLting 

from the  Governnent program. 

departmental Cormittee, throukh i ts  member agencies, should bring 

t o  bear t h e i r  f u l l  resources t o  comlercialize rad ia t ion  processink 

1 

This i s  not within the scope and 

( 9 )  

us the  program progresses the In te r -  

of foods. 



COPY 

IJNITED STATES 7 
DEI'AARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

Washington 25, D. C. 
BUREAU OF COMMERCIAL FISHEXES ' 

/ 

March 18, 1960 /' 

Mr. H. Herbert Hughes 
Interdenartmental Committee on 

U. S. hyartment of Commerce 
Washington 25 D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hughes: 

Inasmuch as the Bureal! of Comercial  Fisher ies  is d i r e c t l y  concerned 
with preservation and nrocessing of f i sherg  products, Secretary %aton 
has requested t h a t  I reply t o  your letter of February 17, 1960, 
concerning the ad hoc working group's report .  
on the reDort a r e  l i s t e d  below. 
the  complete sunport of the Bureau i n  the  proposed invest igat ion,  
en t i t l ed ,  "A National Civi l ian Radiation Processed Foods ProgmJL " 

Our emerienced f i she ry  researchers f e e l  t h a t  successful deve lop  
ment of low-level rad ia t ion  nrocessing of f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  
lead t o  the r e b i r t h  of the  f r e sh  (ch i l led)  Cish industrg.  
extenston of the she l f - l i f e  of f r e sh  f i s h  by from f ive t o  e ight  
days'would permit marketing of unfrozen f i s h  a l l  over the  CoUntrg. 
A t  present,  f resh  f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  are commonly enjoyed only by 
consumers l i v i n g  i n  areas  immediately adjacent t o  our f i sh ing  Ports. 
We are especial ly  pleased s ince r eb i r th  of t h i s  phase of the  f ishing 
industry w i l l  benef i t  d i r e c t l y  our domestic f i shemen and processors. 
As you know, they a r e  suffer ing exceedingly from the  inroads made by 
imports on t h e i r  frozen f i s h  markets. 
that a poten t ia l ly  la rge  market f o r  f r e sh  f i s h  awaits successful 
development of techniques for low-level rad ia t ion  preservation of 
foods. 

I n  general, we are i n  f u l l  agreement with the  recommeDdatioM 
embodied i n  the  report .  Wing t o  t h i s  Department's Uongress- 
assigned r e spons ib i l i t i e s  t o  pro tec t  and f o s t e r  the growth of the 

Radiation Preservation of Food 

The Bureau's COmI'nentS 
We wish t o  assure the  Committee Of 

The 

It is our considered oninion 
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f i sh ing  industry,  we have l i s t e d  below ce r t a in  &sic  operational 
policy requirements which must govern our agreement t o  and par t i -  
c ipat ion i n  the pro?osed new nrogram. 
requirements w i l l  be endorsed 
request t h a t  the Committee consider them f o r  adoption as general 
orerat ing guidelines.  

1. 
of the proposed grogram may be made without p r io r  clearance by 
the  Director of the  k e a 1 1  of  Comercial  Fisheries.  

2. m e  U. S .  Fish __-- and WildlifeService.w~l~resuire t ha t  dl 
pronosals f o r  rad ia t ion  processed foods research -- on=v .t 

nroducts must be annroved by i ts  staff renresentahves i n  %e ._ .. 

~ X U  ~ ~ _ _  07 ConmXar 'FiSEe7ies~ln-  ..a%~ t h a t  sxch-yesearcli may 
be integrated i n t o  i ts  own nrogram t o  avoid d u n l T c a t ~ n ~ f - ~ € o ~ ~ .  

I n  addi t ion t o  the basic Folicy requirements l i s t e d  above, we 
have several  general recommendations which we f e e l  w i l l  mater ia l ly  
hasten vrogress on the Fronosed program. We request t h a t  the 
Committee consider these recom-nendations a l so  f o r  inclusion i n  
the revort .  

1. It i s  pronosed t h a t  a l l  budgeting f o r  the program i n  f i s c a l  
years 1962, 1763, 1$6Ir and 1965 be central ized i n  and handled by 
a sing1.e operating agency t o  be designated by the  Interdepartmental 
Committee f o r  Radiation Preservation of Food. Otherwise the 
f a i l u r e  of a s ing le  agency t o  obtain anlroval  f o r  i t s  program 
might w e l l  c r inp le  the  e n t i r e  program and render ine f f ec t ive  
e f f o r t s  by other  cooperating agencies. 
w i l l  develop and submit t h e i r  nrogrsms t o  the operating agency , 

'+!e a r e  ce r t a in  that such 
other  cooperating agencies and 

no news-releases o r  reports  on the f i sh ing  industry a s w c t s  

~~ 

-- -- 
. ~- 

.--. 
.-- -- 

,, 

', 

Part ic ipat ing agencies 

f o r  budget,processing. / 
,. 

2. 
s t ruc t ion  i n  f i s c a l  year 1162. 
delay the prorosed c i v i l i a n  program nending decis ion by the  
A r m y  t o  construct the National Center. 
when the  selected s i t e  may be such as t o  preclude i ts  ef fec t ive  
use i n  the  c i v i l i a n  low-level rad ia t ion  nrocessing program. 

3 .  Costs of renlenishing o r  re7lacing rad ia t ion  sources should 
be assumed by t h e  Atomic Energy Commission as a normal adjunct t o  
i t s  r i g h t f u l  function of planning and constructing the i r r a d i a t o r s ,  

L. 
i n  the study: tuna, shrimp, crab,  haddock and flounder. These 
renresent ( 1 )  a l l  geogranhical a r eas  of fishing, (2) the  snecies 

The marine products i r r a d i a t o r  should be budgeted f o r  con- 
I t  would apnear undesirable t o  

This I s  nar t i cu la r ly  t rue  

The following snecies of f i s h  and s h e l l f i s h  should be included 

2 



f 

which can most easily adjust in price to meet any Possible added 
costs for preservation, ( 3 )  the most p o y l a r  and accepted fishes 
and shellfish, ( 4 )  high-fat and low-fat fishes, (5) surface and 
ground fish species and ( 6 )  both round and flat fish species. 
Arry wholesomeness studies are nearly com~lete for tuna and shrimp. 
Cod, a species very closely related t o  haddock, are also being 
studied in the Army wholesomeness tests. 
clearances f o r  shrimp and cod w i l l  be extended by the Food and 
h g  Administration to cover crabmeat and haddock. 

We are optimistic that 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ D. L. McKERNAN 

Donald L. McKernan 
Mrector 
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