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WERDEPARTI~ENTAL COl.E~iI'ITIB ON RADIATI~J  PFZSERVATI(BI OF FOOD 

U. S. Department of Commerce Washington 25, D. C. 

March 28, 1960 

Colonel Laurence M. Eursh, M.C. 
Chief, Medical Research Branch 
Research and Develorment Command 
U. S .  Department of the Army 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Colonel Hvrsh: 

The Secre ta r ia t  of the Interdepartmental Committee on 

Radiation Preservation of Food takes pleasure in sending you 

the attached material. 

Executive Secretary 

I 

P. S. Thank yo11 f o r  Y O ' J r  contiried cooneration. 
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GOVERJMENT INCREAS3S RESEARCH 

ON RADIATION PROCESSING OF FOODS 

Through the st-us of the Interdepartmental G d t t e e  on Radiation 

Preservation of Foods, def in i te  steps are m w  being taken t o  carry forvard a 

national program of research and development on radiation processing of food. 

T h i s  important phase of the  President's A t o m s  f o r  Peace Program was announced 

today ky H. Herbert Hughes, Deputy Administrator of the B u s i n e s s  and Defense 

Services Administration, U. S. Department of Colmaerce, uho is Chainnan of the 

nine-agency C d t t e e ,  following a meeting of the Conenittee held on March 21, 

1960. 

These steps include the follaring: 

T h e  Atomic Energy Canmission has estahlished a program of research 

and development on lar dose radiation processing of perishable foods to extend 

shelf  l i f e .  During the next f i v e  years the Atomic Energy Connnission expect8 

to spend approximately $5,000,000 on this project. During f i s o a l  years 1963 

and 1961, #5,000 and $ ~ , o o O ,  respectively, are being devoted t o  the program. 

Under the Atcmic Energy Conmission program emphasis w i l l .  be placed on basic 

s tudies  i n  food chemistry, microbiology, whleseneness testing, preservation 

factom of shelf  l i f e  extension and radiation processing technology. 

The Department of the Army has approved a revised Amy food i r radiat ion 

Over a six-year period, the Amy Research program w i l l  cost an estimated program. 



$5,OCO,OOO. 

to cost about $l,soO,OOO. 

&I gamma i r radiator ,  variable voltage l i n e a r  electron accelerator, and as- 

sociated f a c i l i t i e s  with emphasis on high dose treatment of foods. 

It also proposes t o  construct a radiation food research f a c i l i t y  

This faci l i ty  w l l l  consist  of a megacurie cobalt 

T h e  Departments of Agriculture, In t e r io r  and Commerce have conducted 

research and development in t h e i r  respective areas and indicate they plan t o  

continue t h e i r  individual programs i n  cooperation with the h q y  and the Atomic 

Energy Commission. 

To avoid duplication of ef for t ,  close and d i r ec t  cooperation and 

interchange of information among a l l  the member agencies are in effect. 

Research on the use of radiation f o r  processing food must take i n t o  

acc&t the provisions of the several food regulatory acts,  such as those ad- 

ministered by the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and the Depart- 

ment of Agriculture. The wholesomeness and safety of radiation-processed food 

must therefore be established to the sa t i s fac t ion  of t b s e  agencies. 

Agencies represented on the  Ccnnmittee are: Departments of State,  

Inter ior ,  Agriculture, Comnerce, Health, Education and Welfare, A=, Atomic 

Energy Camnission, S m a l l  Business Administration, and International Cooperation 

Administration. 

Yi. Hughes indicates that, as the national research and development 

program on radiat ion processing of food progresses, the Interdepartmental 

Cami t tee  thmugh its member agencies w i l l  encourage commercial adoption of 

this technology. 
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