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IhTi?JX)3PAR~'T-& CONNITTEE ON EADSIATION PFSSKVATION OF FOOD 

14imtes of Meeting 
March 21, 1960 

1. Time and Attendance -. .- - . . - __ .- __  I 
The eleventh meeting was b l d  on March W ,  1960 from10 A.M. to 

Seven members/alternates, seven phase group 
10:45 A.M., in Room 4817, Departwent of Commerce, with Mr. H. Herbert 
Hughes, Chaiman, presiding. 
leaders, nine representatives, end seven other guests were present. 

Phase Group Leaders: 

i-eprescntatives : 

Other Guests: 

Secretariat:  

Jacob M. Schaffer Department of Commerce 
R. G. H. Siu Departmnt of the An$r 
James Salisbury, Jr. Small Business Admin. 
George W. Irving, Jr. Department of Agriculture 
James C. &em International Coopemtion 

A. Tammaro 
Paul C. Aebersold 

John A. Holston 
E. J. H a n d  

Joseph E. Machurel: 
Robert M. Rodden 
Olof E. Stamberg 
David H. Rest 

Laurence M. Hush 
X i l l i a m  E. Levin 
lU l i am C. m e r  

Thomas W. Delahanty 
H. W. Koch 
G . il .  Seymour 
Wilbur T. Pentzer 
E. Eugene Fouler 
Richard E. Benson 

F. J. Haase 
John L. Schwab 
A. \J. Hanrey 
G. B. Wareham 
R0bel . t  s. Roe 

Edwin P. Laug 
Andrew C. I Jbe le r  

John Weber 

Harry Y. K e t c h  

Administration 
Atomic Energy Ccnmlssion 

II 11 I1 

Department of the In te r ior  
Departwnt of Commerce 
Departmnt of Commerce 
Atomic Energy Comission 
Department of th? A q y  

I 1  It I 1  

I 1  I1 I1 

Department of the A r q  

Department of Health, 

Department of C ~ m n e r ~ ~  

Small Business Adsin. 
Department of Agriculkre  
Atomic Energy Comwlssion 

11 I1 It 

Education, and Welfare 

I 1  I t  I1 

I 1  I t  11 

Department of the Ar?qy 
11 I t  II 

I1 I 1  II 

Department of Defense 
Depmtment of Health, 

Education, and Welfare 
II I1 II 

I1 II I1 

Department of Commerce 
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2. Surmnary of Meeting ---- - I- -. -- 
The major actions taken by the Committee were: 

(1) Accepted the  paper e n t i t l e d  "Notes on the Agendal8 as read 

"To avoid 
by the Chairman with exception that one add i t iond  item be added. T h i s  
is I t en  #9 on page 3 of the above paper and reads as follows: 
duplication of e f for t ,  close and d i r e c t  cooperation and interchange of 
infomztion among the staff of all member aganchs is in effect.11 

all of tk agency heads or t h e i r  representatives who have membeiship on the 
CcPmnittee re la t ive  t o  the ad hoc report  "A National Civi l ian h d i a t i o n  Pro- 
cessed Foods Program" end ere  on f i l e  i n  the Secretaryfs office. Copies of 
n&ency c o m n t s  from the Atonic Energy Commission and the Departments of 
A m y ,  &ricul'ture, and In t e r io r  were reproduced and furnished C d t t e e  
I.lcnbors, Alternates, and Representatives p r io r  t o  the meeting in view of the 
detai led information furnished. 

(2) T h e  chairman reported tha t  coments have been received from 

( 3 )  It was decided t o  furnish the agency heads that have repre- 

It w a s  
sentat ion on the Committee copies of all the  "ad hoc report11 camments of the 
nine agencies involved, with an appropriate letter of transmittal .  
agreed t h a t  this action disposes of the CcPmnittee mspomib i l i t y  t o  the 
%encies with regard to the ad hoc report. 

upon to appear before the Jo in t  Cormittee on Atomic Energy at  a scheduled 
open hearing March 31, 1960, would ask other representatives of tbe Cm- 
mittee t o  "stand by" f o r  technical assistance during the baring. 

( 4 )  It was agreed that the Chairman of the Committee, if cal led 

( 5 )  It was agreed that  the ChaiSman would transmit t o  the Jo in t  
Cormnittee on Abmic Energy a copy of the paper "Notes on Agenda" and E. 

copy of all agency connnents on the ad hoc panel report. 
March 24, 19&. 

T h i s  w&s done on 

(6) It was decided t o  issue a press release broadly describing 
the current ac t iv i ty  of the Government i r rad ie ted  food program. 
release was iosued March 28, 1960. 

The  press 

John Weber 
Executive Secretary 

Di3tribution: 

C h i l i W l  
Memberz/Alternates 
Reuresentatives 
Guests 
P.gzccj Technical Representatives 
Department of Defense (Assft &cy. - ME) 
Dizectnr, Eui-eau of tb Budget 
Departirent of (Office of R&D) 
O$G, T&E Division 
$M PJ) Cmmiid 
Department of Commerce - Secy. 
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WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

INTLRDCPARTMLNTAL COMMITTEE ON 

RADIATION PRLSCRVATION OF FOOD 

John Weber: 3 3-5200 
at. 328 

FOR WLEASE MONDPS, 
MARCH 28, 1960 

GOVEIWMENT INCREASES RESEARCH 
ON RADIATION PROCESSRG OF FOODS 

Through the stimulus of the  Interdepartmental C d t t e e  on Radiation 

Presezvation of Foods, def in i te  steps are now being taken t o  carry fomald a 

national program of research and development on radiation processing of food. 

This important phase of the President's A t o m s  for Peace Program was announced 

today by H. Herbert Hughes, Deputy Administrator of the  Business and Defense 

Services Administration, U. S. Department of Ccenmerce, who is C h a i r m a n  of the 

nine-agency Ccolmittee, following a meting of the C o m m i t t e e  held on March 21, 

1960. 

These steps include the follaring: 

The Atomic Energy C d s s i o n  has estahlished a program of research 

and development on low dose radiation processing of perishable foods to  extend 

s b l f  l ife.  

to spend approximately $5,000,000 on this project. 

and 1961, $115,000 and $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 ,  respectively, a re  being devoted t o  the program. 

Under the A t d c  Energy Commission program emphasis wlll.be placed on basic 

studies in food chemistry, microbiology, wholesaneness tes t ing ,  preservation 

factors of shelf lFfe  extension and radiation processing technology. 

During the next f ive  years the Atomic Energy CaPmnission expects 

During f i s c a l  pars 1960 

The Department of the Army has approved a revised Army food i r rad ia t ion  

Over a six-year period, the Anvy Fkseamh program w i l l  cost. an estimated program. 



$5,0Co,000. 

to c w t  about $1,8OO,ooO. 

60 gamma i r radiator ,  variable valtage l i n e a r  electron accelerator, and as- 

sociated f a c i l i t i e s  with emphasis on high dose treatment of foods. 

It also proposes t o  construct a radiation focd research f a c i l i t y  

This f a c i l i t y  w i l l  consist  of a mgacurie cobalt 

The  Departments of Agriculture, In t e r io r  and Commerce have conducted 

research and development in their respective areas and indicate they plan t o  

continue t h e i r  individual programs in cooperation with the 

Energy Coounission. 

and the Atomic 

To avoid duplication of effort, close and d i r e c t  cooperation and 

interchange of information among all the member agencies are in effect. 

Research on the use of radiation f o r  processing focd mast take i n to  

acc&t the provisions of the several  food regulatory acts ,  such as those ad- 

ministered by the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and the Depart- 

ment of Agriculture. T h e  wholesomeness and safety of radiation-processed food 

mst therefore be established to the  sa t i s fac t ion  of these agenci-es. 

Agencies represented on the Committee are: Departments of State, 

Inter ior ,  Agriculture, Camaerce, Health, Education and Welfare, A m y ,  A t d c  

Energy C d s s i o n ,  % a l l  Business Administration, and International Cooperation 

Administration. 

Mr. Hughes indicates that ,  as the national research and developrent 

program on radiat ion processing of food progmsses, the Interdepartmntal  

Camit tee  thmugh i ts  member agencies w i l l  encourage commsrcial adoption of 

this technology. 
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