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ffiMA 1st M 
SUBJECT: Refusal of  Pat ient  t o  Authorize Blood Transfusion 

EQ, LIA, ET%,  dashington, LC., 87 OCT 1965 
TO: Comarending Officer, Bassett  !$ray Hospital, UE &my, i b s k a  

Yukon Comraslnd % Fort t is innight ,  QO 731, Saattle, kkShhgtOn 

1. Eeference is made t o  telephone comeroation between L t  Colonel 
B a s w e l l ,  acting C d i n g  Cfficer of Bassctt ksrq Hospital, and Nr. Nalnon, 
t h i s  office, concerning the case of Era. Deanna J. n'itt, the circumstances 
of vhlch are largely set fo r th  i n  basic letter. 

2. Reference paragraph 4, baaic l e t t e r ,  lt i a  tbe considered recom- 
mendation of this of f ice  that by far t h e  best way out of the hospi ta l  
oollupandsr's dilemma i e  for him t o  issue a Medicare permlt, RD Form 1251, 
pursuant t o  paragraph Ila (3) ,  LFi 4G121. 
out t h a t  it i s  v i t h l n  the absolute discretion of the hospi ta l  conmrandar t o  
determine whether the hospital has avai lable  space, facilities, and 

In this connection it is pointed 

t o  render the  sarviceo i n  quaation. His dotarlaination i s  con- 

hospi ta l  c d e r  is "responsible for  supervlslag care and treaterent in- 
cluding t h e  employment of  recognlzed professional procedures, and fm 
ploviding each pa t ien t  vf th  the best possible care i n  keeping v i a  accepted 
professional standards...". 
Uitt's requests would be lnconsietent u i th  hLs abwe  quoted p r o f e s s i o d  
responsibi l i ty  and duty. This recomended solution, aside from the  f a c t  
that the hospi ta l  commander's determination is conclusive, appears s o d  h. 
that ,  in a very real sense, &my 5 e d i c d  treatment facil i t ies do not have 

i n  *s. dittls cirawwtanceu only on h e r  unusaal terms. 

a 13c, Al l  40-121). Paragzaph 3, AR 4G3 provides t h a t  t he  

; 
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For t he  hospital  c d e r  t o  accede t o  &s. 

do oot  want t o  have) the  capablli ty 3 f  rendering: medical care t o  parsons' f 
7 

3 .  In vim of  t he  f a c t  that there  appw.3 t 3  be Gafficient time avakl- 
able  t o  e f f e c t w t e  t h e  aolution recommended ir tbe p r e v l c ~ a  paragraph, nv 
response t o  paragraph 6 is offered -. P 

rW? THE SWGZXY GTJGX&: 

1 7 ,  q,' 
COEfRBEEE: IiffiSCHEL. 'E. GRIFFIX 

Colonel , JAW 
Jdge P W c a t s  



ARKCO 6 October 1965 

SUBJECT: Refusal of Patient to Authorize Blood Travasfush 

TO: The Surgeon General 
Department of the A r w y  
ATTN: Lt Col M C Ride& Jr ,  JACC 
Main Navy Buildiw 
Washitzgtm, D.C. 20315 

I .  Reference is made to telcon with Lt Colorael M C Rideout, your 
keadqumters, and Maj W H Downs Jr,  this mganiaation, ma 4 October 
1965 regardtng a Mrs Deanna J Wtt, dependent wife of SSgt Darwin E 
Witt, AF 16 677 678, USAF. 

2. Mrs Witt i s  w e n t l y  being seen as an outpatient by the Obste- 
trical Service due to pregnancy with an estimated date of delivery 12 
J a m a ~ y  1966. She  has had a history of t h e e  prevvlous pregnancies with 
#ostpar&m bleeding followitg two deliveries. MYS Witt  i s  a member of 
Jehovah's Witnesses and due to her relipbus beliefs refuses to accept 
a blood trunsfnsion in the event it i s  necesswys even after extensive 
counseling by the Chief, OB-GYN Service. Due to the possible medical 
r isk  involved and the patient's refusal to submittoa blood trmZsfusiopl 
rf necessary, there a's understandable reluctawe m the part of the staff 
to deliver this patiad. 

3. Additionally, M r s  Witt has Rh negative blood and the Isusband 
has Rh positive blood. This could conceivably result in an Rh factor 
apcompatibildty that couM very well require exchatge transfusion for 
the infant. 



m c o  6 October 1965 
SUBJECT: Refusal of Patfent to Authorize B h d  Transfusion 

4. SSgf WtYt i s  residing together with the patient in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, within a reasonable distance of this hospital and complete 
medical facilities are available in this case. Therefore, under 
tire Provisions of AR 40-121, a certificate of non-auailnbility would 
not nm-mally be fimtished. 

wder cannot be obtained in cases of this nattwe in the event a bbod 
h.ansfUsiom should become necesswy, and he concurs in seeking advice 
p o r n  yaur office. 

guidrmce: 

a. I f  Mrs Witt continues to refuse to submit to a blood Erais- 

5. The local Ju&e Advocate Genevat advises that a local cou'yf- 

6. Request infwnaath relative to the following questions fm 

fusion 
this hospital refuse admission ? 

transjusion and neither parent will give consent, what recourse does 
this hosgital have ? 

c. In view of par 4 above, cava this hospital refuse to issue a 
certificate of mn-availability and require delivery at the patieat's 
expense ? 

deemed necesswy in the medical conduct of h w  care, can 

b. If  the mother is delivered of an infant requ&ing an exchange 

ED WIN LINDIG JR 
L t  Colonel, AfC 
Commanding 

Copy furnished: 
Chief Swg, USARAL 
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1aMA 
SWJPGT: 

TO: Dir, Medical Statistics Agency FROM1 Judge Advocate DATE: 9 Dso 1965 CMf 3 
Hr. h'ahon/ef/65988 

Contenta of Standard Form 89 (Report of Msdlcal Eistorr) 

1. &ether any question on El? 69 constitutes an unwarranted invasion of privacy 
depends oa all o f  the cir'oumstkaces surrounding the execution of euch Fora by E given 
iadividual, i n d o d i n g  the gwarnmsntgs instruction8 for proper ooqpletlon of 6mh farm. 

It would appear, based on prsadfng comments of Dlr, Prof Srrcs, that there i s  
at least a poeaibla profescionsl basfe far all questions indlldsd in S 89, for e t  

2. 

' l a s t  som exmineas. 

3. Reference the questlon o f  who decides which pcaaoas are authoriesd t o  sen SF 
89, it is  suggested that the  hsad,of each depPrtstent thru the issuance of regulation 
makes such decisions. 
t h l s  connection of "Need t o  know". 

In the  Aroap the regulations esseatlally adopt the criterion i n  
0 

n j  
0 
0 > 

4 .  It i s  reqwsted that your propossd reply be coordinated w i t h  t h i s  office.  
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MEXLE C. RIDFDUP, JR 
Colonel, JACC 
J~xIge Advocate 



mP8 
SUBJECT: Contents of Standard Fom 89 (Report of Medical History) 

TDI Judge Advocate, OTSC PBCPir Dir, Prof $VC D A S r  2 Nw 1965 Ccmiltwp m. 2 
Dir, Med Stat & w y  65300 
I N  TURN 

Ihe attached haa been reviewed. Commnta of the Chief, Physical Standards 
D i V i B i o n  (DF. mPS-SX, dtd 29 Oct 65, SamS Subject ) ,  vhich have b8W coafusred in 
by the Coasulmts in Madtciae, Psychiatry, and Wgery, arm attachad for iaformatfon. 

I 

2 Incl 
1. nc 
Mded 
2. 8a 

BILLY C, C- 
Lt colonel, Msc 
Acting Ikeeuttve Officer 
Directorate of Professional Service 



IEFERLNCE OR OFFICE SYMCOL SUBJECT 

EDWARD H. VOGEL, JR. 
Colonel, MC 
Chief Surg ica l  Consultant and 
Chief, Consultant Div is ion  

MEDPS-CS Medical L i a b i l i t y  


