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SUBJECT: I:cvised Progrui for Irrndiated Food 

M: 'llin :+nrte~in3ster Ccncr;!I 
Dcpiirtnienr o f  the ~ L K I I I Y  

I:nsliington 25, D. C. 

1. T h i s  menu dim is for t h e  purpose o f  c lar i fy ing  any 
misunderstand n 
General on 15 / ceober 1959, subject AS above. 

oncerning the letter eddresaed t o  The quartormister 

2.  My prcdeceanor, Ccneral Haye, wna directed to prepare 2 
joint  stnterncnt v i t h  The gunrtermzster Cene ru l  on t h i s  sublect and I 
have been nsked to  concur w i t h  The f)unrtermaster Cmernl on h i s  revised 
program. 

m a t e r i d  beyond t h e  scope of Eledicd Scrvice courpetcnce and in t c rc s t .  
It i s  believed to be more useful i f  cmmcents from t h i s  o f f i ce  re la te  
only to t h e  medical aspects of t h i s  problem aree. 

j. 
btcdfc:d Scrvice is not coinpetent t o  c m e n t  o f f i c i a l l y  on p!-ol?lbne such 
ns l o g l s t l c  advnntagrs, economic f eas ib i l i t y ,  physical p l a n t  requirnwnts ,  
acccptabi l f ty ,  or the technology of the radiation process, v i t h  one ex- 
ception. I do kava persontic1 on my s t a f f  who are ccnpetcnt t o  detcrminc 
thcoreticnl effects of i r rad ia t ion  teclmiques on t h e  indriction of rndio- 
ncclvity and w c  have physical f a c i l i t i e s  to measure rndiouctfvity.  v i t h  
regard to  t h e  remainder of the progr.?m, my s t e f f  has reochcd an ilgrcencilt 
w i t h  the quar te rmster  Corps on the steps necessary to  detcrrdne t h e  
wholesomeness of food products preserved by i r rad in t ion  t e c h n i ~ w s .  
me, however, cer ta in  l i m i t .  Zions to tlicse determinntions. KO rcsfsrch 
e f fo r t  conducted by Army wedicnl personnel can r e su l t  i n  .! findin[; t h u t  
irrtidlnted food r g L l l  Eexr produce cnncer nnd w i l l  never cause emetic 
chmgcs. M s  is fl  type of determinatLon or evaluation which ~ I S L  be 
mnde by the Pure Food QNd Drug Administration of t he  Depwmcnt Df  Ilcnlth. 
Cduciltfon, m d  \;el fare. 
posit ion 1 6 :  

:I. 
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8 In both instances,  Tho Surgeon Cencrd was placed J n  I!  p o s i -  
t ion of signing n statement or concurring i n  n program cont;rfntnS r\) 

My posit ion on the subject of i r rad ia ted  food is  t h t  the 

TIiei-c 

: r i th  regard to Khis par t icular  p r o b l a  are:{, my 

The Surgeon Ccn-i-.il cculd ncver concur i n  the pexe-tin:. 
fecdlnc of troops w L t l i  food prochicts not tipproved by the  Food ond nrri:, 
:%ministration for gcncrcl s d e  t o  a i d  rncsurnption by t h e  c ivL l i ; i n  p o p .  
lntiolr. 
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WIBJBCT: Revired Program for Irradiated Food 

b. IC is ctmcaivab2e that i n  combat situations tho logistic 
ad economic advlmtegee of food pmpemd thm& t h i s  procase mny out- 
weigh the theoretical hacud  of curiuopneais eaul unfavorable genetic 
effect# end that I would recammad approval of i t a  we. But again 1 
ropeat that tile Medical service fr in llD poaition to COlnrrsllt OII thin 
aoommfa or logimtia .6v.lrtag.r of th pmpoaad product. 

4. w i t h  rsop.ct to tb. -1 quertion u to whtlmt Utditiorul 
m u m h  on tho 8ubjwt of  prowning tood t k o q h  redietion techniqw 
rhoold bm cOntLpud, t b r o  L at tbi. tLr 110 rlLcrl rouoa rhy i t  
8boald b diuontlwrd, 

?roe gr vtnrpoiaC, it -14 be prohrablr that requireant8 for concur- 
mum or 
coq.trac. rJ ruponribi l i ty .  

5. I hop. tb.t ehir will ohrify rJr poDitfw 011 t h i t  oubjmct. 

by my officer dvays be limited tD tbm modical area oL 

Special Assistant for Research and 
Development Afeairs 
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