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T0:; The rmwarteymaster Ceonceral
bepartment of the Army
\iashington 25, D. C.

L. This memoratidum 15 for the purpose of clarifying any
misunderstanding-foncerning the letter addressed to The ‘uartermaster
General on 15%December 1959, subject as above.

2. My predecessor, General Haeys, was directed to prepare -
joint statement with The Quartermtster General on this subliect and I
have heen asked to concur with The ruartermaster General on his revised
program. In both instances, The Surgeon General was placed in o posi-
tion of signing a statement or concurring in a program containing
materisl beyond the scope of Medicul Service competence and interest.
1t 18 believed to be more ueeful if comments from this cffice relate
only to the medlcal aspects of this problem aree.

2*00L

3. My positiom on the subject of ivradiated food is that the
Medical Service is not competent to comment officlally on problems such
ag loglatic advanteges, economic feasibility, physical plant requirements,
acceptability, or the technology of the radiation process, with one cx-
ception. I do have persomnel on my staff who sre competent to determine
theoretical effects of irradiation teclmiques on the induction of radio-
activity and we have physical facllities to measure radiozetivity. Vith
regard to the remainder of the program, my staff has reached un apreament
with the Quartermaster Corps on the steps necesgary te determine the
vholesomeness of food products preserved by irradiation techni-qu=g, Therc
sre, hovever, certain limit- zions to these determinations, Wo research
effort conducted by Army wedical persomnel can result in o finding that
ircadiated food will never produce cancer and will never cause genetic
changes. This is a type of determination or evaluatfon which must be
made by the Pure Food and Drug Administration of the Depertment of Nealth,
Dducation, snd Lelfare, ith regard te this particular problem ares, my
position 1is:

a. The Surgeon Uen=r+l c¢could never conecur in the peace-time
fecding of troops with food products not spproved by the Food und Prug
Mministrat{on f{or gencrel sale te ind censumption by the civilian popu-
lation.

ad

1 Record Center

RG 112, Office of the Surgeon General
Arm

Department of the a7 A 1582

Accession #: ;‘ C i

Box #: 2t . CF o
File: 300 Decembey VIhY



MEDDH

SUBJECT: Ravised Program for Irradisted Food

b. It ig conceivable that in combat situations tha logistic
and economic advantages of food preserved through thuis process may out-
waigh the theoretical harard of carcinogeneais and unfavorable genetic

effects and that ¥ would recommsnd
repeat that the Medical Sarvice is
economic or logistic advantages of

approval of its use. But gpain 1
in no position to commemt on the
the proposed product.

4. With respect to the general quastion as to whatber additional
reseaxrch on the subjact of preserving food through radigtion techniques
should be continued, theve fs at this time no medical resson why it

should ba discontinued,

5. I hope that this will clarify wmy position on this subject.
FProm my viswpoint, it weuld be prefersble that regquirements for concur-
rence or commént by my offics aivays da limited to the medical ares of

competance gnd ressponsibility.
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