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7 February 1958

Professor Edward A. Doisy

Professor of Blochemistry

8t Loula University Schoal of Medicine
8t Louis, Mimsouri

Dear Profeasor Doisy:

As you are no doudt well sware, the Dwpertment of Defanse has been
interested in the developmant of food-procsasing techniques utilizing

redistion. The Surgeon Ueneral of the Army was requested in 195k to under- N

teke certain broad investigetions regmrding the vholescnensss of food
processed by these radistion technigues.

Recently, Professor B. Connor Jolnson and his group of investigators
at the University of Illinois, Urbana, Illinols, reported that male rats
fod irrsdisted beef for srproximately one month davelop a syndrome
characterized by acute onset of hemorrhsge from the GI tract as well ss
into the peritoneal cavity and the pleursl cavity with death resulting
in & short period of time. Several concepts regarding the mechanism of
this syndrome have been considered. At the pregent time it would appesr
that Vitemin K is involved thyrough the formation of Vitamin K antégonists
formed during the irradiation of focd.

The Chairman of the Advisory Camsittee on Nutrition to Tha Burgeon

General, Dr John B. Youmens, Desan, Vanderbilt Univerasity Bchool of Medicine,
as vell as the several representatives of the Food and Drug Adpinistration,
Department of Health, Educetion and Welfars, have recommended to The Burgeon
GmernorthemthatrMcﬁonlbeMtOMMthemn

responsidble for the findings reported by the University of Illinols
iavestigators. i

Because of our high regard for your cepabilities in this rerticular
field wnd in viev of the fact that I received my medical education st St
Louis University School of Medicine, as well as Iy Warn personal feelings
for Dr Wendell Griffith, a member of the Advisory Cammittee on Futrition,
I would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this Problem further with
you and your associates 1n 8t Louis, Misgouri.

Sincerely,

TYRON B. HUBER, Colonel, MC
Chief, Medical Research Branch
Research and Development Divieion
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