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John Be Yo~mans, k De 
&an, Vanderbilt Univercity 
?aohool of Yedloins 
l&.htille,. %~messee 

Dear Doctor Yomans: 

As mentioned du rhg  our telephone conversation of  8 October 19%, 
seem1 items pertaining t o  the future conduot of the lnmst i~:at iant  
cwcerwd d t h  tho S W l i s a t i o n  of Foods by Irmdietlaa mra introdu- 
ced for discussion by the members of the s t a f f  of the Xedical Nutrlt lcm 
Luboratozy durlng my recent v i a i t  with them. 

You w f l l  ntoall that on various occaeions the %arterrrmRter Ad- 
visory O m p  hes advioed the Advifory and Revleu Camittee t o  The 3uwmn 
Gensral on Xutri t ion,  that  it IRIF the i r  opinion that 'Phe Sarzem General 
WS~R not obliged t o  repeat the hasic research investigations pertaining to 
the toxicity and nutri t ion of items of food pmvioualy accaaplished by 
other invtwti,atoro. It me recollection t h a t  you, as choinaan of the 
Advisory and brier Coamdtko t o  Tim Surgem Itcmenl on Nutrition, d t h  
the cmcurrenoe of the other members, advised th i s  Moislcn that  it would 
appear proper t o  avoid duplicatiar of effort providing rcrunity by you 
and the o&er members of your c d t t e e  i n  order that an evaluation of 
tha t  data aonceming each food itan could be rendere$, and whether, i n  
your opinion, additional research would be neoessary. I 6a inclo.ming a 
corn of a l e t t e r  I requested 8. F. h y b l l l  forward to  Dr. Eldon E. Mce 
of Swift and Conpany Res&&ch Laboratories p e ~ a i n i n g  to data Wft and 

beef, '@hen the abstract  r e q u e k t d  bf Dr. Mae is receiwd i n  this offlcs, 
you mey be aspured I dl1 fornnrd the deta t o  you end t o  the pthar members 
of y m r  committee. V'ould y m  and your cormnithe be good enoagh t o  evaluate 
.the data, especially f m n  the viewpoint of predsely what, If any, addit1o~- 
a 1  lnvestlgatioas should be ammpliehed prior t o  the release of irradiated 
ground beef f o r  volunteer human feeding Pturlies on the metabolio card of 
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ham obtained on lOng-teXB feeding S t U d i 0 8  on irradiated ground 

the  kdi-1 KtritlOn LsborPltom. 

The next item w.s likewise discu?aed recently i n  Denver and p-yrtains 
t o  the  na t te r  previously discussed briePly by pou and the other membem 
of your c m i t t s s .  You will recal l  that as a matter of Dolicy you advised 
the ?lartermaster's Advi~ory  G m p  that  it was pur hope that The Surgeon 
Clenoml's ao t i r l t i e s  in Toxicity and Nutrition amects an Ster i l ieat ian of 
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rood by Irradiation rou‘ld be t.ilolsd in moh a fashion so a8 t o  not 
lag b & W  the rete of progmss attained by the Guartenulstsr’8 Con- 
tnetora i n  tho mriour other f i e lds  of iwsstigations. In  the no t  
too d i s t m t  future Tha Surgeon kern1 be faeed d t h  ths nroeoeot 
of ham o lar&e arnber of foods presented for long-tern b x l c i t y  
st,ldirs. The &aha1 prablea to be r e so lnd  1s essentiolt a8 followsa 
i e  it  maennary to  emplete the Poag- tm todoit7 stad7 (II eaah I d  
prior ta rrleaw for rolaateer ho.an feedlag, or em a reasonable 
amount of data, providing that data orpsara ts W c a t .  no todeity, be 
acoeptgd in a prorisiolul  menner and ttm food m l w d  f o r  mllmteer 
hmun feeding. It is reeognisd that although the aep le t ed  expetlmrra- 
tal data would ptorida the laat desirrbk procedure for r e l s a s l a g  food 
itas fo r  mlunbr  hunn feeding, s u e  a procodura would inordinat.4 
delay the hmuln feeding ~rognm and t h s n b  prsYBnt the rate O f  progrr88 
b e l i d  to be essential. If yoa and other mabars of jour o o a r i t k .  
ore of the opinlan tbat preliminary infomation which appeam t o  indicate 
d t h  masonable eelent i f ie  a s n u m e 8  that a food product can be released 
for hum feeding, would gaa attenpt t o  daf fno  the  rccertable lhib of 
tho prellmlnacg d a b  which wmld provide reasonable roientific 88Rmranee 
of nm tode i ty  fo r  hunaa feedings? 

A romerhat uimilar qnestion aro-e oarteining to the I-radiation dose 
f o r  preventing the rcmuting ai uotatoes. 
mae~mable to undertaka the  acclte and long-term tordcity of tb i8  food 
item a t  that lerel, rather than to  undertake t o x l c i q  studies on potatoes 
at  a far h ighe r  doseage llmlt a i d  a t  complete s ter i l izat ion.  
aa i t  is contemplated that potatoes dl1 be irradiated with t h e  view to 
prevent upronting, I would assume that our i nvas t i f s t i r s  e f for t s  fhmld 
be fram that viewpoint r a t h s r  than the iornplete skrllimtion dose, 
Finally,  would it be feasible fo r  you and the other mombere of your 
comlttee t o  indicate a propoffed tins lidt of the volunteer hurcan feeding 
studies which would provide mfficient data with reamnalbe sc l sn t l f i e  
Iu(Iurrlnoa that the foods uhich *ere ut i l iaed in the  humen feedin; e m  ri- 
menta mly) non torlo, and of conmarable nutrims q n a l i g  t o  foods not 
p e r - s d  by R t e r i l i Z a t i O n  by irradiation. xithou& the nsed Por 9rther 
emphasis, the mluntaer ltuznan f c d i n 5  exlwlmenta would be terminated on 
any food item should infomatian at any t h  duang the co’rm of the 
hading studies indicate evidenoe of torPoity o r  other inJurionr effcets  
of the irradtahd food under study. 

Funotims and hsponsibilitiem of the Task ‘;roup and the kdvieorJr C a n m i t t -  
eon of thn %diation Str?rilimtiOn Project,. whiah I mentioned in SIJ 

lettar to yon dotad 5 October 1954. I dll forward a copy to eaeh member 
of tin Rddsorg uul &view Colldttae t o  ‘Iho .thtr,eer~ ~amral 01 ktritire 

4ould lt not be l o d e a l  end 

Inasmuah 

1 an inclosing a co y of the “Propo~ed operating Procedure for  tha 
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