=~ v . TEHsdk

ARM1.940805.072

b, o,

o 11 Oetober 1954

MEDDH=-lR / )

John B, Youmans, M, D,
Dean, Vanderbilt Univer:ity
Sehool of Kedlocine
Kashville, Tennessee

Dear Doctor Youmans:

As mentioned during ocur telephone conversation of 8 October 1954,
several 1tems pertaining to the future conduot of the investi.ations
concsrned with the Sterilisation of Foods by Irradiation were introdu-
ced for discussion by the members of the steff of the Medical Nutritien

Laboratory during my recent vialt with them,

2°004

You will recsll that on various occasions the (hartermarter Ad-
visory Group has advimed the Advisory and Review Committee to The "urgeon
General on Nutrition, that it wae thelr opinion that The Surgecn General
war not obliged to repeat the hasic rasearch investigations pertaining to
the toxicity and nutrition of ltems of food previourly accomplished by
other investiators, It wes my recollection that you, as chalrman of the
Advisory and Review Coemittes to Ths Surgeon General on Nutrition, with
the concurrence of the other members, advised this Division that it would
appsar proper to aveid duplication of effort providing scrunity by you
and the other members of your committee in order that an evaluation of
that data concerning each food item could be rendered, and whether, in
your opinion, additional research would be necessary. I &m incloring a
eopy of a letter I requested H, F, Kraybill forwsrd to Dr, Eldon E, Rice
of Swift and Company Resesrch Laboratories pertaining to data Swift and
Company have cbtained on long-term feeding studies on irradiated cround
beef, #When the abstract requested of Dr, Rice is received in this office,
you may be ascured I will forward the deta to you end to the gther membere
of your committes, Would yomu snd your committae be good enough to evaluate
the data, especially from the vlewpolnt of precissely what, if any, additior-
al investigations should be accomplished prior to the release of irradiated
ground beef for volunteer human feeding rtudiea on the metabolie vard of
the Medical Mutritlon Laboratoery,

The next item wee likewise discursed recently in Denver and p-rtains
to the matter previouely discuszsed briefly by you and the obhcr members
of your committes, TYou will recall that as a matter of nolicy you advised
the Tuartermaster's Advisory Oroup that 1%t was your hope that The Surgeon
General'’s activities in Toxicity and Mutrition arvects an Sterilization of
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Pood by Irradiation would be tailored in =ech a fashion so 28 to not

lag behind the rate of progress attained dy ths Cuartermaster's Con-
tractors in the various other fields of investipations. In the not

too distant future The Surgeon Generel may be faced with the prospect

of having a large mmber of foods presented for long-term toxieity
stidien, The aatnal problea to be resclved is essentially as followe:
is 1t necessary to complete the long-term toxieity study on each food
prior to releass for voluntesr human feeding, or can a reasonable

smount of dats, providing that data arpsars te indicate no toxieity, be
accepted in a provisional manner and ths food released for volunteer
mman feeding, It is recoanised that although the eompleted experimen-
tal data would provide the most desiredle procedure for releasing food
items for volunteer humen feeding, such a procedurs would inordinately
_delay the human feeding program and thereby prevent the rate of progress
bslisved to be essential, If you and other mombers of your commitiee
are of the opinion that preliminary information which anpears to indicate
with reasonable scientific assurance that a food product can be released
for human feeding, would you attempt to cefine the accertable limite of
the preliminary data which wonld provide reaszonable ~cientific assusrance
of non toxielty for humen feedings?

A romawhat similar question arore vertaining to the irradiation dose
for preventing the scrouting of notatoss, Hfould 1t not be logical =nd
reascnable to undertake the acute and long-term toxicity of this food
item at that level, rather than to undertake toxtcity studles on potatoes
at & far higher doseage limit aimed at complate gierilization. Inasmeh
as it is contemplated that potatoas will be irrediated with the view to
prevent sprouting, I would assume that our investizative efforts rhounld
be from that viewncint rather than the complete sterilization dome,
Finally, would it be feasible for you and the other members of your
committes to indicate a propored time limit of the volunteer huran feeding
studies which would provids eufficient data with rearonslbe sclentific
aspurance that the foods which w»ere utilized in the umen feedin: exn:ri-
ments were non toxle, and of comparable nmutrious gnallty to foods not
percerved by sterilization by irradiation. F¥ithough the need for Murther
emphasis, the volunteer lmman feedin: exreriments would be terminated on
any food item should information at any time during the co'ree of the
feeding studies indicate evidence of toxicity or other injuriocus effects
of the irrediated food under study,.

I am inelosing a co-y of the "Propored oparating Procedure for the
Functions and Reeponsidbilities of the Tazk Group and the idvisory Committ-
ees of the Radiation Storilizstion Project,™ which I mentioned in my
letter to you dated 5 October 1954, I will forward = copy to each member
of the Advisory and Review Committee to The Sur.een :eneral on Hutritiom
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for thelr information,.

I am also inclosin: litho,raphad copies of the following Cuarter-
master eneral’s propoeed Contraots:

l. Mackinney —- University of California
2. Tarpel wn—w— University of (alifornia
3. (Creen ——e——= University of Fisconsin
he Iriffith —— University of California

The above proposals are to be eveluated by you and the other members
of your conmittes as cutlined in xy letter to you dated 5 Optober 195h.

Sincerely,
3 Incls | TYRON E. HUBER
1. Ltr to Rice Lt, Colonel, M, C,
2. Proposed Overating Rergarch snd
Procedure Development Division
3. Proposed Contracts
L Goples
l. H. F. Kraybill

2, Dr, #, Pollack
3. Dr, King
ko Dr. riffith
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