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Institute of Ceophysics 4 Janusry 1953
Lor Angeles 24, Califernis

General Hoyt 5. Vandenberg -
Chief of Staff '

United States Air Force

Azzhinston, o, C.

Dear General Vandenberg:

In reply to vonr letter of Decenmber 18, I apprecizie very much your
invitation to serve for ancther year as a member of the Scientific Advisory
Board of the Air Force. I cannot, however, in good consclence gecept :
appointment as a member of the Geophysicel Research Panel. i

When Dr, von Karman arced me, at the Bosion meeting, to become a mem-
ber of this pamel, 1 explained that I would have to refuse, since although I
em by profession & ceophysicist, in the eleven yesrsz thet 1 have worked for
the Air Force, none of my undertzkincs have had any relation to my profess-
ional field of competence., In the field of geophysical problems of interasst
to the Air Force, you can get people much better qualified than I,

As you lkmow, the field in which I have bteen most active in the past five
years for the Air Force is that of nuwelear weapons. This is a field which
is not currently coverad by the panels of the 3cientifie Advisory Bosrd,
although you have a greit deal of competence in this field amoung the members
of the Board--notably Teller end Von Neumann, but also others who have teen
ective in this field such as M. S, Plesset, Kistiskowsky, and Lauritsen.
Teller, Von Neurann, Kistiakowsky, and myself urged Dr. von Karman at the
Boston meeting to establish s Panel on Nuclear Weapons, I believe he then
thought the time wes not quite ripe, In view of the extiremely rapid develop-
ments singce thst time, 1 feel most strongly that the 3AB should rcrovide
counsel to the Alr Force in this field.
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