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FOREl’iORD 

One of the oldest and oft-used sources f o r  reconstructing the 

past is the personal recollections of the individuals who were 

involved. While of great value, memoirs and oral interviews 

are primary source documents rather than finished history. The 

following pages are the personal remembrances of the interviewee 

and not the official opinion of the US A i r  Force Historical 

Program or of the Department of the Air Force. The Air Force 

has not verified the statements contained herein and does not 

;issume any responsibility for their accuracy. 

These pages are a transcript of an oral interview recorded on 

magnetic tape. Editorial notes and additions made by US Air 

Force historians have been enclosed in brackets. When feasible, 

first names, ranks, or titles have been provided. Only minor 

changes for the sake of clarity were made before the transcript 

was returned to the interviewee for final editing and approval. 

Readers must therefore remember that this is a transcript o f  

the spoken, rather than the written, word. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Maj G e n e r a l  R i c h a r d  L .  M e i l i n g  was b o r n  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  O h i o ,  i n  
1 9 0 8  and g r a d u a t e d  from h i g h  s c h o o l  t h e r e  i n  1 9 2 6 .  H e  r e c e i v e d  

a b a c h e l o r  of a r t s  d e g r e e  f rom W i t t e n b e r g  C o l l e g e  i n  1930  and 

s t a r t e d  h i s  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  a t  J e f f e r s o n  M e d i c a l  C o l l e g e  i n  
P h i l a d e l p h i a  t h a t  same y e a r .  L a t e r  h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of E r l a n g e n ,  Germany, and c o m p l e t e d  h i s  m e d i c a l  

s c h o o l i n g  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  M u n i c h ,  r e c e i v i n g  h i s  MD, w i t h  

h o n o r s ,  i n  1937.  

Doctor M e i l i n g  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and i n t e r n e d  a t  

O h i o  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  H o s p i t a l  i n  1938 .  Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  h e  

a l so  r e c e i v e d  a commiss ion  i n  t h e  U S  Army M e d i c a l  C o r p s  Reserve. 
H e  s t a r t e d  h i s  r e s i d e n c y  i n  o b s t e t r i c s  and g y n e c o l o g y  a t  

C l e v e l a n d  C i t y  H o s p i t a l  i n  1939 and l a t e r  c o m p l e t e d  i t  a t  

Western R e s e r v e  Hospi ta l  i n  1 9 4 7 .  H i s  r e s i d e n c y  was i n t e r r u p t e d  

i n  e a r l y  1940  when h e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  R e s e r v e  m e d i c a l  o f f icer  
c a l l e d  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  from O h i o  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  World War 11. 

I n  1942  h e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U S  Army Command and S t a f f  S c h o o l  and was 
a s s i g n e d  t o  H e a d q u a r t e r s  Army A i r  F o r c e s .  I n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  h e  

h e l p e d  p l a n  and s u p e r v i s e  t h e  wor ldwide  a e r o m e d i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n  

s y s t e m .  I n  1944-45 h e  was s e n t  t o  Europe as commanding o f f i c e r  

of  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y  g r o u p  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 
a l l i e d  s a t u r a t i o n  bombing on t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  as w e l l  as 
o n  m i l i t a r y  t a r g e t s .  H e  a l s o  a s s i s t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  of 

t o p  N a z i  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  and o t h e r  h i g h - r a n k i n g  N a z i s .  

I n  e a r l y  1945  h e  was a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n  

D i v i s i o n  of  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  and s e r v e d  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  
J a n u a r y  1946 when h e  was r e l e a s e d  Erom a c t i v e  d u t y .  H e  t h e n  

c o m p l e t e d  h i s  r e s i d e n c y  t r a i n i n g  i n  o b s t e t r i c s  and gyneco logy  
and  w a s  c e r t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  s p e c i a l t y  i n  1947.  He e n t e r e d  p r i v a t e  

i v  
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O r a i  H i s t o r y  I n t e r v i e w  #K239.0512-1353 
25-28 O c t o b e r  1982  
Taped  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Maj Gen R i c h a r d  L. M e i l i n g  
C o n d u c t e d  by Capt  Mark C .  C l e a r y  
E d i t e d  and T r a n s c r i b e d  by B e t h  F. S c o t t  

C:  To b e g i n ,  Doctor M e i l i n g ,  c o u l d  you t e l l  m e  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  

y o u r  f a m i l y  b a c k g r o u n d ?  

M :  I was b o r n  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Ohio .  Both my f a t h e r  and mothe r  

were b o r n  i n  O h i o ,  my f a t h e r  i n  Xenia ,  O h i o ,  and my mothe r  

i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  O h i o .  My g r a n d p a r e n t s  o n  a l l  f o u r  s i d e s  

came from German background .  T h e  f a m i l y  names were 
R u b e n s t r u n k ,  Hax,  M e i l i n g ,  and B a u e r .  They began 
i m m i g r a t i n g  i n t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  as e a r l y  as 1802 .  The 

B a u e r  f a m i l y  came t h r o u g h  Maryland  down to  P i t t s b u r g h ,  down 

t h e  O h i o  R i v e r  t o  C i n c i n n a t i ,  and up i n t o  X e n i a  and t h e  

S p r i n g f i e l d  area.  On t h e  Rubens t runk /Hax  s i d e  of t h e  

f a m i l y ,  t h e  H a x  f a m i l y  came f rom a round  Mannheim. The 

R u b e n s t r u n k  f a m i l y  came f rom Huckeswagen and Wuppertal .  
They  came to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t h r o u g h  N e w  York and Neirlark, 

c h a n g i n g  t h e  name t o  L o b e n h e r z ,  and m i g r a t e d  to S p r i n g f i e l d  

w h e r e  G r a n d f a t h e r  had  a l a r g e  b a k e r y .  My G r a n d f a t h e r  

M e i l i n g ' s  f a m i l y  came f rom B a v a r i a  by way of  t h e  H a n s e a t i c  

f r e e  c i t i e s  o f  Germany and Norway to t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  He 
was an e n g i n e e r  on t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  R a i l r o a d .  

My f a t h e r  d r o p p e d  o u t  of  h i g h  s c h o o l  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  n i n t h  

g r a d e  for a c a d e m i c  reasons. H e  s t a r t e d  as a n  "engine-wipe" a t  

5 0  c e n t s  a week. B e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  p l a y  t h e  t r u m p e t ,  h e  

became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  band of t h e  O h i o  N a t i o n a l  G u a r d ,  
wh ich  p l a y e d  a t  f u n e r a l s  and weddings .  The  Commander o f  t h e  

O h i o  Guard  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  was a jeweler. He t a l k e d  my 

f a t h e r  i n t o  coming i n t o  h i s  j e w e l r y  s t o r e  as a j a n i t o r  and 
p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  band i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n s .  Later h e  s e n t  my 

f a t h e r  f i r s t  to  t h e  H a m i l t o n  Watch Company where  f a t h e r  

became a wa tchmaker  and t h e n  to  N e w  York w h e r e  h e  s t u d i e d  
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I came back  h w w ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  r e a l l y  to do. L 

worked  as an a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of a l a r g e  c e m e t e r y .  

C :  How d i d  you g e t  t h a t  job,  s i r?  

M: The  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  cemetery was a c lose p e r s o n a l  

f r i e n d  o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  We had p l a y e d  i n  t h a t  c e m e t e r y .  I t  

is  d v e r y ,  v e r y  b i g  one ,  over 3 , 0 0 0  acres,  and v e r y  h i l l y .  

A s  c h i l d r e n  w e  u sed  t o  c o a s t  t h e r e .  They had a s l e i g h  

p u l l e d  by h o r s e s ,  and we would hook ou r  s l e d s  on b e h i n d  t h e  

s l e i g h .  I t  would  p u l l  u s  u p h i l l ,  and t h e n  w e  would coast  
down. As I came a long  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  I was g i v e n  t h e  job 
of t a k i n g  care  of  t h e  s t a l l s  f o r  t h e  h o r s e s .  The 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  had a couple of  cows, and I l e a r n e d  f a r m i n g  

t h e r e  b e c a u s e  h e  had a l f a l f a  and t i m o t h y  f i e l d s  t h a t  had t o  

b e  c u t  and p u t  i n t o  t h e  haymow f o r  w i n t e r .  I go t  p a i d  one 
a n d  a h a l f  times r egu la r  pay  f o r  corning i n  i n  the morn ings  

a n d  c l e a n i n g  t h e  s t a l l s  and g e t t i n g  t h e  h o r s e s  r eady .  I 

l o v e d  t h e  h o r s e s .  They  were a v e r y ,  v e r y  c h a r m i n g  p a r t  of 

my l i f e .  

A s  I C J K C ~ W  up  I w e n t  f rom c u t t i n g  g r a s s  t o  l e a r n i n g  how to  

o p e r a t e  a g a s o l i n e  power s h o v e l  and l e a r n i n g  how to  p o u r  

c o n c r e t e  and  p u t  i n  c u r b i n g .  I t h e n  wen t  o n  i n t o  s u r v e y i n g  

a n d  f i n a l l y  s e c u r e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of a s s i s t a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

w h e r e  I s o l d  l o t s  and c o n d u c t e d  f u n e r a l s .  When I s t a r t e d  I 

g o t  le c e n t s  an h o u r .  When I l e f t  t o  go o v e r s e a s ,  I was 
g e t t i n g  4 5  c e n t s  a n  h o u r .  
week.  A n y t h i n g  over t h a t  was time and  a h a l f .  

W e  worked a 9Q-hour  d a y ,  6 d a y s  a 

My a s s o c i a t i o n  a t  W i t t e n b e r g  l e d  m e  to  know several  
t heo log ica l  professors f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of E r l a n g e n ,  

which  is a u n i v e r s i t y  town j u s t  n o r t h  of NGrnberq.  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  a u n i v e r s i t y ,  i t  had a l a r g e  m i l i t a r y  pos t  

3 
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s e t  s p e e d  r e c o r d s .  T h i s  pa r t i cu la r  f l i e r  d i d n ' t  come otlt o f  

h i s  d i v e .  I d e s e r t e d  my p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  box and  

ran  o v e r  t o  see wha t  was g o i n g  on. I n o t e d  t h a t  h i s  body 

a n d  t h e  motor of t h e  p l a n e  had gone a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t he  same 
d i s t a n c e  i n t o  t h e  s o f t  g r o u n d .  The t h i n g  t h a t  i m p r e s s e d  me 

was t h a t  t h e  Eliers were back i n  t h e  race w i t h i n  a b o u t  an 
h o u r .  O f  course, t he re  were i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p l a n e s  i n v o l v e d .  

A S  t h e  G o v e r n o r  wen t  to  in spec t  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  p l a n e s ,  I went  

N i t h  h i m .  I t  was a n  e ra  when t h e y  were e x p e r i m e n t i n g  
b e t w e e n  b i p l a n e  and monoplane ,  be tween  c a n v a s  or  

c l o t h - c o v e r e d  w i n g s  and  metal w i n g s  a n d ,  o f  course,  t h e i r  

s h a p e s  and  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s .  I became v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

f l y i n g ,  and I was able  t o  t a l k  my way i n t o  t h e  b a c k s e a t  oE 
a n  a i r p l a n e  t h a t  somebody f l e w .  I d o n ' t  remember who t h e  

p i l o t  was, b u t  f rom t h e n  on I was t e r r i b l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
a v i a t i o n .  

When I g r a d u a t e d  f rom h i g h  s c h o o l ,  I wan ted  to go t o  West 
P o i n t .  My p a r e n t s  were very p a c i f i s t i c  i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  

a n d  would n o t  s i g n  my papers o f  a p p l i c a t i o n  to go to  e i t h e r  

West P o i n t  or  Annapo l i s .  So I wen t  t o  W i t t e n b e r g ,  and t h e  

f i r s t  semester I was l i s t e d  a s  p r e t h e o l o g i c a l  a t  M o t h e r ' s  

reques t .  S h e  was going  t o  make a m i n i s t e r  o u t  oE m e .  A f t e r  

a semester o f  G r e e k ,  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e o l o g y  was n o t  f o r  m e .  
I n  t h e  meant ime I became q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  

who were premed,  and  I t r a n s f e r r e d  i n t o  p r e m e d i c i n e .  I went 
t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  saw a few o p e r a t i o n s ,  and  d e c i d e d  t h a t  I 
w o u l d  t a k e  biology a n d  c h e m i s t r y ,  I t  w a s  a more s u c c e s s f u l  

academic c o u r s e  for  m e  t h a n  had been  t h e o l o g y  o r  
p r e t h e o l o g y ,  W i t t e n b e r g ,  b e i n g  a L u t h e r a n  s c h o o l ,  had a 

c o m p u l s o r y  course i n  B i b l e  and t h e  l i f e  of C h r i s t  t h a t  we 
h a d  t o  t a k e  t o  g r a d u a t e .  So  my i n t e r e s t  was p r o b a b l y  

a v i a t i o n  f rom a c u r i o s i t y  s t a n d p o i n t  and m e d i c i n e  a s  a 
s e c o n d  career to  o n e  t h a t  Mothe r  had t r i e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  m e  

5 
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C: I n  1932 d i d  you h a v e  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a v e r y ,  v e r y  small 
m i n o r i t y  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  were pro-Nazi? 

M: A v e r y  s m a l l  number  were N a z i s .  T h e  N o r t h  G e r m a n s  a n d  t h e  

B a v a r i a n s ,  w h i c h  a r e  S o u t h  Germans,  were f u n d a m e n t a l l y  

c o n s e r v a t i v e .  T h e  o f f i c e r s  came from t h e  monarchy- 
s u p p o r t i n g  g r o u p  oE G e r m a n  s o c i e t y .  They w e r e n ' t  
p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  t h i s  t o  any g r e a t  d e g r e e ,  b u t  i n  t h e i r  

minds  t h e  g r e a t  times were u n d e r  t h e  King of B a v a r i a  and t h e  
King  Of P r u s s i a ,  who l a t e r  became t h e  Emperor of  Germany. 

The u n i t s  t h a t  I knew best were B a v a r i a n .  They were--just 
a s  t h e  a c a d e m i c i a n s  were- -very  l o y a l  t o  the  King of B a v a r i a ,  

who was a l so  by t r a d i t i o n  t h e  p r e t e n d e r  to  t h e  t h r o n e  of 

S c o t l a n d .  The W i t t l e s b a c h e r  f a m i l y  d e s c e n d e d  from Mary, 

Q u e e n  of Scots. So t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween S c o t l a n d  a n d  

B a v a r i a  among t h e  r o y a l  families was v e r y  close. Two of my 
b e s t  f r i e n d s  were C o u n t s  Von Pappenheim,  and t h e i r  g r e a t -  

g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r  had  been  a famous g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  B a v a r i a n  

f o r c e s .  T h e i r  f a t h e r  had been  on t h e  p r i v y  c o u n c i l  to  t h e  
King  of  Bava r i a .  I n  1916-18 h e  had b e e n  t h e  K i n g ' s  

a i d e - d e - c a m p  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  forces. Through t h e i r  f a m i l y  

a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e s - - t h e i r  mo the r  was a P r u s s i a n  p r i n c e s s - - 1  

l e a r n e d  t h e s e  p e o p l e  r a t h e r  well. 

When we s p e a k  of  N a z i s  t o d a y ,  w e  have  a n  a l t o g e t h e r  

d i f E e r e n t  c o n n o t a t i o n  t h a n  t h e y  had a t  t h a t  t i m e .  T o  s a y  

somebody was a N a z i  i n  1932 on was l i k e  s a y i n g  h e  was a 
" g a n g s t e r "  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  When I f i r s t  went  to  
Germany, i n  E r l a n g e n ,  i n  NGrnberg,  and o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  t h e y  

w o u l d  have  p o l i t i c a l  p a r a d e s .  T h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e n ' t  

allowed t o  c a r r y  g u n s  o r  k n i v e s ,  so t h e y  c a r r i e d  l a r g e  heavy 

k e y s  a b o u t  3 i n c h e s  l o n g  t h a t  t h e y  used to open  t h e  d o o r  i n  
t h e  rial1 t h a t  p r o t e c t e d  t h e  g a r d e n  of  t h e i r  home. The key 

was o n  a l a r g e  l e a t h e r  t h o n g ,  and  t h e y  would swing  t h i s .  I n  



t h r e w  t h e  v e g e t a b l e s  and meat a l l  i n  o n e  place.  La te r  t h i s  
was to  be known a s  t h e  o n e - k e t t l e  meal o r  t h e  e i n  Topf .  I 

made i t  a p o i n t  t o  go t o  many of t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  
Communis t s ,  of the Hi t le r  group, of t h e  S t a h l h e l m  to  Eind 

o u t  w h a t  i t  was a l l  a b o u t .  

Male s t u d e n t s  were a l s o  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  d u e l i n g  o n  t h a t  

p a r t i c u l a r  campus. I t  was E o r b i d d e n  by law, b u t  d u e l i n g  

f r a t e r n i t i e s  e x i s t e d .  U s u a l l y  twice a week a t  n i g h t ,  t hey  

would  h a v e  a d u e l i n g  match be tween  f r a t e r n i t i e s ,  I t  was 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  G i r l  and  boy s t u d e n t s  would  g o  to t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  b e e r  r e s t a u r a n t ,  and t h e r e  would he s t u d e n t  

l o o k o u t s  a b l o c k  or t w o  b l o c k s  away, a l l  a r o u n d  i t ,  who 
wou ld  w h i s t l e  i f  t h e  pol ice  were coming. Eve rybody  would 

s i t  a r o u n d  and  h a v e  t h e i r  beer. The police would come i n  
a n d  w a l k  t h r o u g h ,  g r e e t  people, and w a l k  o u t .  Then  t h e  

s a b e r s  would be b r o u g h t  out again.  

(End Tape  1, S i d e  1) 

?<: The  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  would  sew up t h e  d u e l i n g  cu ts .  I 
became q u i t e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  and l e a r n e d  how t o  p u t  i n  

i n v i s i b l e  s t i t c h e s ,  wha t  we would c a l l  s u b c u t a n e o u s  

s t i t c h e s .  T h i s  made me v e r y  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t w o  of t h e  

f r a t e r n i t i e s ;  t h e y  wan ted  me as t h e i r  d u e l i n g  surgeon. I 
remember t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n t  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  any a n e s t h e t i c .  He 
c o u l d  h a v e  a couple of s h o t s  of b randy ,  b u t  h e  was n o t  sup -  
p o s e d  t o  f l i n c h .  I f  t h e  s u r g e o n  p u t  s u b c u t i c u l a r  s t i t c h e s  

i n  and d i d  i t  d e f t l y  w i t h  a small need le ,  t h e  d u e l i s t  d i d n ' t  

s u f f e r  t h e  p a i n  t h a t  h e  would h a v e  i f  t h e  n e e d l e  w e n t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s k i n  and g o t  down i n t o  t h e  lower layers.  
They  wore t h e s e  scars  w i t h  g r o a t  pr ide a s  it showed manhood. 

Of c o u r s e ,  when Hi t le r  came i n ,  t h e  f r a t e r n i t i e s  were 
a b o l i s h e d ,  and t h e  d u e l i n g  was a b o l i s h e d .  T h i s  was a s i d e  
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f o r t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  m i l i t a r y  d i d  n o t  take e i t h e r  o u r  
s i d e a r m s  or o u r  r i f l e s  away from us, b u t  t h e y  took  o u r  s p a r k  
p l u g s .  W e  had a l i t t l e  Ope1 c o n v e r t i b l e .  We s p e n t  a week 

t h e r e  a s  t h e i r  g u e s t s ,  b u t  w e  w e r e n ' t  a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e .  

T h e n  t h e y  had t o  s e n d  u s  some 1 8 0  miles back t o  S o f i a  where 

i t  cost  u s  a b o u t  $70 t o  g e t  e x i t  v i s a s  and pay f o r  o u r  
t r a n s g r e s s i o n s  and so f o r t h .  We came down t h e n  i n t o  
Y u g o s l a v i a  and A l b a n i q .  From A l b a n i a  w e  came back a l o n g  t h e  
coast  t h e r e  t o  D u b r o v n i k ,  w h i c h  was l a t e r  t o  p l a y  a n  

i n t e r e s t i n g  ro le  i n  my s t a f f  l i f e  when w e  l o s t  a p l a n e  w i t h  

n i n e  n u r s e s  a b o a r d  i n  A l b a n i a .  I was m o n i t o r i n g  i n  

W a s h i n g t o n  t h e  rescue of  these  p e o p l e .  They were beh ind  t h e  

German l i n e s ,  and w e  had to  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e m  to  move a l m o s t  

e v e r y  n i g h t .  The  p a r t i s a n s ,  b o t h  T i t o  [Josip B r o z l  and 

M i k h a i l o v i t c h  [ D r a z a l  f o r c e s ,  g o t  them down near  Dubrovnik  

w h e r e  B r i t i s h  and A m e r i c a n  p a t r o l  b o a t s  t o o k  them o f f  o n e  

a t  a time. 

Having  been  t h r o u g h  t h i s  a r e a ,  when t h e  war d i d  b r e a k  o u t ,  I 

had  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  what  was g o i n g  o n  t h a n  I would 

h a v e  had e n t i r e l y  f rom maps. I remember i n  B u l g a r i a ,  d u r i n g  

o u r  1934 v i s i t ,  t h e r e  were o n l y  1 4  miles of paved roadway i n  
t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y ;  i t  r a n  f rom t h e  w i n t e r  c a s t l e  t o  t h e  

summer  c a s t l e .  T h e r e  was o n l y  one h o t e l  t h a t  had i n s i d e  

t o i l e t s .  We l e f t  B u l g a r i a  f o r  Y u g o s l a v i a .  We c r o s s e d  no 

b r i d g e s .  We f o r d e d  e v e r y  stream, or w e  found a p l a c e  w h e r e  

t h e r e  was a f e r r y  b a r g e  t o  t a k e  u s  across. T h e  S h e l l  O i l  

Company was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  roadways.  

W e  bough t  o u r  f u e l ,  which  was p r i m a r i l y  made from p o t a t o e s ,  

and w e  had t o  r e a d j u s t  our  t i m i n g  and our c a r b u r e t o r ,  

d e p e n d i n g  on w h a t  f u e l  w e  c o u l d  g e t .  W e  b r o k e  a s p r i n g ,  and 
we had t o  g o  to  a b l a c k s m i t h  and draw i n  t h e  s a n d  wha t  we 

wan ted  fo r  a new l e a f ,  and h e  hand f o r g e d  t h e  t h i n g  f o r  u s .  
- W e  had  t o  r e p l a c e  i t ,  so we had t o  know q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  
a b o u t  t h e  motors and t h e  equ ipmen t .  Then w e  g o t  t o  S p l i t  i n  
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very  l o g i c a l  f o r  them t o  a i r  e v a c u a t e  them b e c a u s e  t h e y  

w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  S p a i n .  Of  course, t h e y  

wou ld  h a v e  access  to  a i r c r a f t .  I t  would be  v e r y  e a s y  €or 
them to  p u t  t h e i r  wounded o n  a J u - 5 2  and  f l y  them to  Munich. 

r4: Well,  G e n e r a l  S p e r r l e  [tt S e n  Hugo1 was t h e  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  

o f f i c e r  i n  S p a i n ,  and h e  was a L u f t w a f f e  o f f i c e r .  He had 

been i n  command o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  i n  Nunich beEore h e  was s e n t  
down to  .?pain.  The Germans wanted  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  p e o p l e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  the o E f i c e r s  and t h e  s e n i o r  noncoms 
[noncommiss ioned  o f f i c e r s ] ,  o n e  b a t t l e  experience and t h e n  

s e n d  them home. They d i d  n o t  w a n t  o t h e r  European  powers  to  
know how many troops t h e y  had t h e r e  or how many c a s u a l t i e s  
t h e y  were s u f f e r i n g .  The t r i p  by b o a t  f rom S p a i n  t h r o u g h  

t h e  c h a n n e l  up t o  B r e m e n  or Cuxhaven or Hamburg was q u i t e  

l e n g t h y .  By u s i n g  t h e i r  p lanes ,  a c h a p  who was wounded i n  
b a t t l e ,  i n  a d o g € i g h t  or i n  a t a n k  engagemen t  or  a r t i l l e r y  
b a r r a g e ,  c o u l d  be home 2 d a y s  a f t e r  h e  had b e e n  i n  b a t t l e .  
Some o f  t h e  p a t i e n t s  had b e e n  i n  S p a i n  less t h a n  4 d a y s ,  and  

t h e y  were s e n t  home. La te r  I t a l k e d  w i t h  G e n e r a l  S c h r o e d e r  

[ O s k a r l  , who was t h e  s e n i o r  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  German 
A i r  Force. The b i g  t h i n g  was t o  ge t  them home and g e t  t h e m  

h a c k  i n t o  t h e i r  u n i t s  where  t h e y  c o u l d  t e l l  t h e i r  combat  

e x p e r i e n c e s .  They  c o u l d  instrclct combat  p r o b l e m s  w i t h o u t  

h a v i n g  t h i s  f e e l i n g  t h e y  had been f o r g o t t e n  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  

P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  i t  was a g rea t  i d e a .  They were i n  a b a t t l e .  

When t h e y  came home t h e y  were heroes, and t h e y  were 
d e c o r a t e d .  S e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  came to  see them as p a t i e n t s .  

Most of t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  was, "How soon c a n  I g e t  back  t o  my 
u n i t ? "  

I n  t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s ,  as we l l  a s  o ther  E u r o p e a n  f o r c e s ,  
t h e r e  is a l s o  t h i s  g r e a t  a t t a c h m e n t  to  y o u r  u n i t .  Sometimes 

a r e g i m e n t  w i l l  be much l a r g e r  t h a n  o u r  d i v i s i o n .  
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down t h e  b l a c k  s t r i pe .  I f  h e  c o u l d  make i t ,  he  c o u l d  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n .  I f  h e  d i d n ' t  h e  re t i red t o  h i s  

q u a r t e r s .  

1 had g r e a t  f u n  l e a r n i n g  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and p a r t i c i p a t i n 7  
i n  them and g e t t i n g  t o  know how t h e y  t h o u g h t .  One o f  t h e  

most i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  me, I was a g u e s t  a t  t h e  

b a r r a c k s  i n  Plgrnberg o n  t h e  n i g h t  ri;ihm [Capt  Z r n s t l  and many 

of t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  were e x e c u t e d .  N k n b e r g  b a r r a c k s  were 
a l e r t e d  and  w i t h i n  4 h o u r s  marched o u t  t o  Wunich .  I was not  
allowed t o  l e a v e  t h e  N s r n b e r g  b a r r a c k s  f o r  2 d a y s  u n t i l  t h e  

s t a t e  of m a r t i a l  law was r e l i e v e d .  I was f e d  wel l :  I had 

good q u a r t e r s .  B u t  I d i d n ' t  know w h a t  was a c t u a l l y  g o i n ?  on 
except  wha t  I could p i c k  up on t h e  German r a d i o  or the 

B r i t i s h  b r o a d c a s t i n g  s y s t e m .  I had  n o  n e w s p a p e r s .  I t  was a 

v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  When t h e y  came b a c k ,  t h e y  s a t  
a r o u n d  a n d  t a l k e d  a b o u t  would t h e y  h a v e  f i r e d  o n  Germans i f  

t h e  order  had  b e e n  g i v e n .  They were u n a n i m o u s l y  of t h e  

o p i n i o n ,  "What do  you mean,  would w e  have  f i r e d ?  Why 
c e r t a i n l y .  I f  a n  order is g i v e n ,  you f i r e . "  T h e r e  was no 

a r g u m e n t .  They  m i g h t  n o t  b e l i e v e  in i t ,  b u t  t h a t  was a n  

order .  One mus t  app rec i a t e  t h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  of l i f e  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  many of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e n  happened  a s  Hitler 
increased h i s  power and became v e r y  d o m i n a n t  i n  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  One mus t  remember h e  promised t h e  people o n l y  

" b r e a d  and w o r k . "  As I sa id  b e f o r e ,  t h e y  r e c r u i t e d  t h e  

e n t i r e  Communist  company t h e r e  i n  E r l a n g e n  by g i v i n g  them 

boots and  food. They made a p o i n t :  " W e  d i d n ' t  promise you 
b u t t e r ;  w e  d i d n ' t  promise you f r u i t . "  The  o n l y  t i m e  we g o t  

imported E r u i t  i n  Germany was a t  C h r i s t m a s t i m e ,  and  t h i s  was 
"a g i f t  €rom Hit le r . "  People could buy o r a n g e s ,  g r a p e f r u i t ,  

b a n a n a s ,  and p i n e a p p l e  on t h e  market 5 d a y s  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s  

a n d  5 d a y s  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s ,  and t h e n  i t  disappeared. They 

h a d  n o  more. My f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d  s e n t  m e  
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f a n t a s t i c .  O n e  of  my s a i l i n g  f r i e n d s  i n  Nunich  was a s en io r  
e n g i n e e r  i n  t h e  German r a i l r o a d  sys t em.  We d i s c u s s e d  many 

of t h e s e  t h i n g s .  I was n o t  a s p y ,  and I d i d n ' t  know 

a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  m i l i t a r y  l o g i s t i c s  from t h a t  s t a n d p o i n t ,  b u t  

I l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h  t h i s  movement. T h e n  as  t h e y  began  t o  
b u i l d  t h e  a u t o b a h n s ,  t h e y  a l w a y s  b u i l t  them to  support  t h e i r  

f r o n t i e r s .  When I l a t e r  g o t  t o  Command and  S t a f f  School  and 

l e a r n e d  a b o u t  r a i l h e a d s  and w a t e r h e a d s  and f u e l  dumps, t h i s  

a l l  made a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s e n s e  b e c a u s e  I c o u l d  a c t u a l l y  
a s soc ia t e  it  w i t h  t h e  movement of t r a i n s  and  w i t h  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  a u t o b a h n s .  When H i t l e r  w e n t  across h i s  own 
b o r d e r s  i n t o  R u s s i a  and found h i s  r a i l r o a d  r o l l i n g  s t o c k  d i d  

n o t  f i t  t h e  R u s s i a n  t rack  and vice v e r s a ,  h e  e n c o u n t e r e d  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  In F r a n c e  l a c k  of f u e l  h e a d s  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  

p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o t o r i z e d  and t h e  t a n k  f o r c e s  was 
l i m i t i n g .  T h i s  a l l  gave m e  a background t h a t  w o u l d n ' t  
n o r m a l l y  he a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t u d y  of  m e d i c i n e .  The t r i p  

t h r o u g h  t h e  B a l k a n s  was t h e  same t h i n g .  I got a n  i d e a  of  

w h a t  they were d o i n g - - a c t u a l l y  f i g h t i n g  a war be tween  
Y u g o s l a v i a  and  B u l g a r i a .  R e g i m e n t a l  s i z e  battles were g o i n g  

o n ,  of which nobody was making r e p o r t s  b a c k  i n  E u r o p e  o r  i n  
t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  I t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The f i r s t  time 
I e v e r  saw a b a t t a l i o n  on b i c y c l e s  was i n  Y u g o s l a v i a .  The 

major i n  command p u l l e d  h i s  s a b e r  f rom h i s  s c a b b a r d  and 
r a i s e d  i t  u p  o v e r  h i s  head  and c i r c l e d  a couple of times. 
Everybody s t o p p e d ,  f o l d e d  h i s  b i c y c l e  t o g e t h e r ,  p u t  i t  on 

h i s  back ,  and w e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  woods. I t h o u g h t  t h i s  was 
f a n t a s t i c .  I t h o u g h t ,  "Boy, how c a n  they c o n t r o l  t h a t  s o r t  

oE t h i n g ? "  W e l l ,  w e  soon l e a r n e d  how t o  d o  i t .  B u t  f o r  me, 
a y o u n g s t e r  o u t  of S p r i n g f i e l d ,  O h i o ,  t h e s e  were a l l  g r e a t  
e x p e r i e n c e s .  

My f r i e n d s  i n  S w i t z e r l a n d - - I  w e n t  t h e r e  p r i m a r i l y  to  s t u d y  

p a t h o l o g y - - s a i d ,  "Now l o o k ,  you s h o u l d  go down to  t h e  League 

of N a t i o n s ,  which  is i n  s e s s i o n ,  and w e  w i l l  a r r a n g e  t h r o u g h  
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t r % t  t hm.  T h e  f i r s t  s u l f a n i l a m i d e ,  known a:; i l r o n t s i l ,  had 
j u s t  come on t h e  [market  i n  1937 .  I t  seemed t c J  help w i t h  

younger  p e o p l e  b u t  d i d n ' t  do much good w i t h  o l d e r  p e o p I e .  
A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  were 28 known s t r a n d s  of t h e  

pneumococcus .  For  s i x  of  t h o s e  s t r a n d s ,  we had a s p e c i f i c  

s e r u m  t h a t  we used  to t r e a t  p a t i e n t s ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  o v e r l y  

s u c c e s s f u l .  

As I b e g a n  my r e s e a r c h  work ,  I needed  t o  h a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  to  
work  w i t h  a n i m a l s .  Hermann G s r i n g ,  who was t h e  leader of 

t h e  G e r m a n  A i r  F o r c e  and  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  G e r m a n  P a r l i a m e n t  

and  had many o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  was t h e  c h i e f  m i n i s t e r  i n  
c h a r g e  of a l l  k i n d s  o f  a n i m a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  w i l d  animals;  
h e  was a i s o  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  h u n t .  I s e c u r e d  permission to 
g o  t o  a e r l i n  and  see h i m ,  to a s k  permission t o  u s e  r e s e a r c h  

a n i m a l s  i n  my s t u d i e s .  The o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  h e  s a i d  was, 
y e s ,  I could h a v e  i t ,  y e s ,  h e  r e a l i z e d  I w a s  a n  Amer ican ,  

n o t  a German, b u t  t h a t  e v e r y  3 months  h e  wan ted  a report  of 
t h e  progress t h a t  we were making. The  r e s e a r c h  work 

c o n s i s t e d  of i n j e c t i n g  t h e  a n i m a l s  w i t h  o n e  of the  s t r a n d s  
o f  t h e  pneumococcus ,  recovering it from t h e  a n i m a l  w i t h i n  18 

t o  2 4  h o u r s ,  a n d  t e s t i n g  i t  on t h e  l abora tory  m e d i a  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  " v i t a m i n  C"  had a n y  effect. W e  began  
t o  n o t i c e  a d e f i n i t e  e f f e c t ,  so t h e  p r o f e s s o r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

n o t  o n l y  w i t h  a n i m a l s  h u t  w i t h  human p a t i e n t s  I s h o u l d  see 

i f  t h e r e  was some way w e  c o u i d  g e t  them t o  t a k e  v i t a m i n  C i n  

t h e i r  f o o d .  We made a complete s t u d y  of a l l  t h e  €oods  t h a t  
r e p o r t e d l y  had  v i t a m i n  C i n  them, which was a s c o r b i c  a c i d .  

I f  we f e d  t h e  a s c o r b i c  a c i d ,  w e  c o u l d  recover i t  i n  t h e  

u r i n e  and  e x c r e t a  e v e r y  day.  A l t h o u g h  we were f e e d i n g  maybe 
900  m i l l i g r a m s  of v i t a m i n  C ,  w e  found  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  
250  m i l l i g r a m s  was e x c r e t e d  d a i i y .  On t h e  basis  of t h i s ,  w e  

t h e n  t r i e d  to f i n d  o u t  how w e  c o u l d  p u t  i t  i n t o  t h e  d a i l y  

4 i e t .  We found  i n  S c a n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i e s  and Germany a t  t h e  
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c a n n e d  v e g e t a b l e s  had t o  t ry  to prepare w h a t  w e  had prepared 
i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l  k i % c h e n s .  They s u c c e e d e d .  I t  

became a p a r t  o f  t h e  & r i n g  4 - y e a r  economic  p l a n .  

a l l  t h i s  because h e r e  I was l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  economics  a t  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  l e v e l - - p o l i t i c s  and m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  as  w e l l  a s  

m e d i c i n e .  I t h i n k  i t  behooves  a good p h y s i c i a n  to  o b s e r v e  

t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  __  __ i n  which  he is s u r r o u n d e d .  

I m e n t i o n  

I n  d u e  t i m e  I came home i n  1938. I came f i r s t  to  C o l u m b u s  

and  t h e n  l a t e r  up to  C l e v e l a n d .  Do you want  to a s k  IW any 

q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  have  c o v e r e d ?  

C :  T h e r e  is a q u e s t i o n  I would l i k e  t o  a s k ,  sir,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

p u r g e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s y s t e m  d u r i n g  t h e  time you were ' 

there .  Was t h a t  not iceable ,  and d i d  it h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  on 
t h e  q u a l i t y  of i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  E r l a n g e n ?  

1 4 :  T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  I l e f t  E r l a n g e n .  The  f a c u l t y  a t  E r l a n g e n  

became v e r y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  I n  Munich, 

when I t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e  i n  1 9 3 4 ,  it had s t i l l  a v e r y  s t r o n g  
C a t h o l i c  f a c u l t y .  Munich and Wurzburg were t h e  t w o  C a t h o l i c  

f a c u l t i e s  i n  B a v a r i a ,  and  E r l a n g e n  was t h e  p r o t e s t a n t  one.  

E r l a n g e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  v e r y  r a p i d l y  t o  a p o l i t i c a l l y  dominated  

m e d i c a l  f a c u l t y  w h e r e a s  i t  t o o k  almost t ill  1 9 3 8  to  change  

t h e  f a c u l t y  i n  Munich. I t  w a s n ' t  a reduction of q u a l i t y ,  
b u t  i t  was t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  

b o t h e r e d  o n e .  The men who became professors were s t i l l  good 

t e c h n i c a l ,  s c i e n t i f i c  members, and t h e  p a t i e n t  care was 
s t i l l  good.  R u t  t h e  rea l  e s s e n c e  o f  moral and  e t h i c a l  

v a l u e s  changed  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of %he p o l i t i c a l l y  
d o m i n a t e d  f a c u l t y .  T h i s  was t rue  n o t  o n l y  i n  m e d i c i n e ,  it 

was  t r u e  i n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  and i t  was t r u e  i n  e n g i n e e r i n g  and 
i n  law. Remember Munich was a v e r y ,  v e r y  s t r o n g  C a t h o l i c  

c e n t e r .  I n  f a c t  u n t i l  1 8 4 8  i t  was f o r b i d d e n  for  
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M :  The n o r t h e r n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Y u n i c h  was Iq 

h o l d o v e r .  N o t v i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Brown iIousc was 
t h e r e  and  Mitler was t h e r e  € r e q u e n t l y ,  Munich  s t i l 1  was,  as  

t h e  p e o p l e  s a y ,  somewhat  t h e  "home o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n e e r . "  I t  

i s  t r u e  to  t h i s  day .  I f  you go t o  Munich and  go i n t o  

B a v a r i a ,  you w i l l  f i n d  t h e y  are  great  o n  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  

t h e  people,  as  you t a l k  w i t h  t h e m ,  are simple people. They 

a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  p e r t u r b e d  a b o u t  tfie p o l i t i c s  of e i t h e r  t h e i r  

c o u n t r y  o r  t h e  w o r l d .  They are v e r y  p e r t u r b e d  a b o u t  the 
p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e i r  l i t t l e  c i t y  o r  t h e i r  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  and 
become v e r y  i r a t e  i f  anybody d o e s  s u c h  a t h i n g  a s  assess a 
2 - c e n t  t a x  on t h e i r  b e e r .  They a re  p r o b a b l y  not e x a c t l y  

w h a t  you would c a l l  " g r e a t  minds ."  

C :  A s  you h a v e  i n d i c a t e d ,  your assoc ia t ion  w i t h  Gor ing ,  a t  
l e a s t  f rom time to  t i m e ,  was s u c h  t h a t  i t  was on a personal 
b a s i s ,  and w e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  come back  t o  t h i s  l a t e r  when we 
t a l k  about t h e  end  of World War 11. You m e n t i o n e d  t h e  

NGrnburq p a r t y  r a l l i e s .  D i d  you a c t u a l l y  a t t e n d  t h o s e ?  

M :  I a t t e n d e d  f i v e  of t h o s e  r a l l i e s .  

C:  The L e n i  R i e f e n s t a h l  movie "The Tr iumph  o f  t h e  W i l l , "  I 

t h i n k ,  was b a s e d  on o n e  of  t h o s e .  

fl: Yes. 

C: Was t h a t  a s  o r c h e s t r a t e d  as  people say? Was it bas i ca l ly  
s e t  up  f o r  t h e  cameras r a t h e r  t h a n  s o m e t h i n g  t h e  cameras 
r e c o u n t e d  a s  h i s t o r y ?  Would t h e y  d o  r e h e a r s a l s  s e v e r a l  
times? 

I<: T h e r e  were no r e h e a r s a l s .  The pa r ty  r a l l i e s  l a s t e d  9 d a y s .  

Each  d a y  t h e  people t h a t  were g o i n g  t o  p a r a d e  a r r i v e d  
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g e t  i t  o u t  of my s o u l ,  because I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  c o n t r o l  b e i n g  

swept a l o n g  by t h i s  e n t h u s i a s m .  I would go down t o  
S w i t z e r l a n d .  I had  v e r y  n i c e  g i r l  f r i e n d s  down t h e r e .  T h e  

S w i s s  a re  v e r y  an t i -German  and a n t i - I t a l i a n  by n a t u r e .  The 
I t a l i a n  is not  q u i t e  u p  to t h e i r  l e v e l  o f  society,  and t h e  

G e r m a n  t h e y  jtist p l a i n  d o n ' t  l i k e .  One o f  mjj German 

f r i e n d s ,  a n  SS [ S c h u t z s t a f f e l  (Guard  d e t a c h m e n t i 1  o f f i c e r ,  

was t h e  r i g h t  g u i d e  on t h e  f l a g .  H e  s t a r t e d  o u t  as a 

l i e u t e n a n t  and ended  t h e  war a s  d b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  

"Adol f  Hitler Reg imen t . "  T h a t  reg iment  was not  a r e g i m e n t  a s  

w e  t h i n k  of i t .  I t  w a s  a d i v i s i o n .  

C :  Would t h a t  be t h e  SS Adolf H i t l e r ?  

M: Y e s .  He would a l w a y s  arrange w i t h  some o f  h i s  pol ice  
f r i e n d s  t o  g e t  me a press pass. A press pass was a b o u t  9 by 

4 i n c h e s ,  and  i t  had  your  p i c t u r e  o n  it. I f  you had t h a t  

you c o u l d  h a v e  a camera w i t h  a te lescopic  l e n s .  I f  you 

d i d n ' t  you c o u l d n ' t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were a f r a i d  of  te lescopic  
lenses  b e i n g  used  t o  s i g h t  g u n s  for  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  and  so 
f o r t h .  On n u m e r o u s  occasions I was w i t h i n  30-50 f e e t  of M r .  

H i t l e r ,  G o r i n g ,  G o e b b e l s ,  and R i b b e n t r o p  [ J o a c h i m  vonl  o n  
t h e  reviewing s t a n d .  I n  rvlunich, f r e q u e n t l y  I would be i n  
t h e  Carl ton Tea Room, and H i t l e r  would come i n  f o r  h i s  

a f t e r n o o n  tea- -he  n e v e r  d r a n k  co€fee- -and  a piece o f  c a k e .  

B e f o r e  he  a r r i v e d  t h e r e  would be  s i x  or s e v e n  secret  
p o l i c e m e n  t h a t  would  come i n  and s i t  down a t  v a r i o u s  t a b l e s .  

I t  w a s  c u s t o m a r y  i n  Europe,  i f  y o u r  t a b l e  w a s n ' t  completely 
o c c u p i e d ,  e i t h e r  i n  a tearoom or  a t  r e s t a u r a n t ,  t o  l e t  
somebody e l se  come i n  and s i t  w i t h  you. They would a l w a y s  

s a y  may w e ,  b u t  you j o l l y  wel l  l e t  them s i t .  Gne would be 
i n  t h e  tearoom and s u d d e n l y  n o t i c e  s i x  or s e v e n  of these 

l a d s  come i n  and  s i t  down. Nobody e lse  c o u l d  come i n  t h e  
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Reg imen t  were v e r y  much i n  e v i d e n c e .  I saw hiin many times 
down i n  R e r c h t e s g a d e n  a t  t h e  h o t e l .  I a l s o  s a t  t w o  rows 
b e h i n d  him a t  t h e  symphony o n e  n i g h t  i n  Munich. H e  was v e r y  

c h a r m i n g .  A t  a press r e c e p t i o n  i n  NGrnberg t o  which I w a s  
i n v i t e d ,  I a c t u a l l y  t a l k e d  w i t h  him, shook  hands .  H e  wanted 

t o  know how l o n g  I had  b e e n  i n  Germany and d i d  I l i k e  i t .  
T h e r e  were no  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  p e r m i t t e d ,  and you were 
i n s t r u c t e d  t o  l e t  him d i r e c t  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  So b e s i d e s  
R i b b e n t r o p  and G o r i n g  and G o e b b e l s ,  I a l s o  had t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  of mee t ing  Hit ler .  

C :  Was h i s  p r i v a t e  s p e a k i n g  v o i c e  very much l i k e  h i s  p u b l i c  

s p e a k i n g  voice? 

M :  No. I t  was v e r y  q u i e t  and modu la t ed .  H e  w a s  a n  actor,  a 

v e r y ,  v e r y  p r o n o u n c e d  ac tor ,  D r .  J e k y l  and M r .  Hyde. I n  
s p e a k i n g  w i t h  him p r i v a t e l y ,  he  was almost t i m i d .  

C :  Did h e  a s k  you a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  America? 

14: The  o n l y  t h i n g  I r e c a l l ,  he  a s k e d  m e  where  O h i o  was. I 

t r i e d  to  e x p l a i n .  H e  knew about t h e  Great Lakes .  T h a t  made 

sense to  him. H e  had a c o m p r e h e n s i o n  of w h e r e  P i t t s b u r g h  

a n d  C h i c a g o  were. T r y i n g  t o  loca te  S p r i n g f i e l d  f o r  
h im i n  O h i o  was a l o s t  e f f o r t .  P o l i t e ,  g r ac ious ,  he  t a l k e d  

t o  m e  €or  maybe 4 o r  5 m i n u t e s .  I remember s a y i n g ,  "Herr 
H i t l e r ,  you ,  I know, wan t  to speak w i t h  some of t h e  o t h e r s ,  

a n d  I apprec i a t e  v e r y  much h a v i n g  t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  of speak i r ig  
t o  y o u . "  H e  was v e r y  gracious.  

(End Tape  2 ,  S i d e  1) 

M: Between a c t s  i n  Europe t h e a t e r  goers p a r a d e  u p  and down t h e  

l o b b y .  They h a v e  f o o d  and d r i n k .  H i t l e r  was a l w a y s  
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y o u  say,  " P e t r i e  h e i l ,  P e t r i e  d a n k . "  P e t r i e  b e i n g  S a i n t  
Pe t e r ,  t h e  p a t r o n  of  f i s h e r m e n .  They i s s u e d  a n  order t h a t  

e v e r y b o d y  was s u p p o s e d  t o  greet  t h e  o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  words 
"He i l  H i t l e r . "  Then t h e y  came o u t  w i t h  a n  o r d e r  t h a t  you 

c o u l d n ' t  s a y ,  " H e i l  H i t l e r ,  Waidmann h e i l , "  b e c a u s e  t h a t  

m e a n t ,  " W e  hope  you s h o o t  H i t l e r . "  ( l a u g h t e r )  The  
s t u p i d i t y  o f  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h a t  had t o  decide w h a t  you could 
s a y  when you g r e e t e d  somebody a l w a y s  i m p r e s s e d  me as b e i n g  
b u r e a u c r a c y  car r ied  too f a r .  

I e n j o y e d  my years  o v e r  t h e r e .  I l e a r n e d  a g r e a t  dea l ,  n o t  

o n l y  i n  m e d i c i n e  b u t  i n  w o r l d  a f f a i r s ,  i n  economic  a f f a i r s ,  

a n d  i n  p o l i t i c s .  I t  always amused me to t a l k  w i t h  American 

reporters ,  many of whom c o u l d  n o t  speak t h e  German l a n g u a g e  

b u t  who were r e p o r t i n g  for v a r i o u s  news media h e r e  i n  t h e  
ng t h a t  I had 

f rom w h a t  they  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  They  would  w r  
b e e n  p r e s e n t  a t  and  s e e n ,  and  

wrote where  t h e y  were. 

C :  Was Howard K. S m i t h  i n  B e r l i n ?  

M :  Yes. 

C :  Did you e v e r  meet him? 

M: No. 

C :  O r  read his a r t i c l e s ?  

M: Y e s ,  I read h i s  a r t i c l e s .  

t e  a b o u t  s o m e t h  
I c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  

C :  What was y o u r  i m p r e s s i o n  of h i s  a c c u r a c y ,  s i r?  
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t roops  t h e  Germans had sp i e s .  By t h e  time t h e  G e r m a n s  got 

t o  T r i e r - - a n d  I t h i n k  i t  took  5 o r  6 d a y s  to  go t h e  1 2 5  
miles f rom Kob lenz  down t o  T r i e r - - t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  of  t h e  

German people was b e g i n n i n g  t o  come t h r o u g h  as h e s i t a n c y ,  

"Does t h i s  mean war?"  Here we had t h e  troops coming r i g h t  

t o  t h e  F r e n c h  border.  I t  is only  4 miles o u t s i d e  o f  T r i e r  

t i l l  you g e t  to  t h e  Luxembourg-French border.  T h e s e  p e o p l e  

were n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  They w e r e n ' t  s h o u t i n g  i n  t h e  

s treets.  They were s y m p a t h e t i c ,  and  t h e y  were g i v i n g  t h e  

German soldiers  f l o w e r s  and wine.  Bu t  i f  you wen t  i n t o  t h e  

r e s t a u r a n t s  and  l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e y  were 
worried,  "Now f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time s i n c e  1 9 1 8 ,  we h a v e  German 

t roops  i n  our town. W e  h a v e  F r e n c h  troops i n  t h e  Maginot  

L i n e .  What is g o i n g  to  happen?"  T h i s  d i d  n o t  f i t  t h e  

i n q u i r i e s  w e  were g e t t i n g  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  i t  
w a s  s econdhand  t o  m e  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  boys were c o r r e s p o n d e n t s  
b a c k  i n  Munich a n d  t h e y  knew I was i n  T r i e r .  They t h o u g h t  

t h i s  was a g r e a t  t h i n g  f o r  me to  g e t  them some p ic tures  o r  
t e l l  them about  t h e  e n t h u s i a s m .  I w r o t q  back  and  to ld  them, 

"I  d i d n ' t  see i t  as e n t h u s i a s m .  I saw it  as a grea t  c o n c e r n  

o f  w h a t  was g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n , "  n o t  t h a t  day  b u t  w i t h i n  2 o r  3 

weeks .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  Amer ican  press f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  

t h e  worry and c o n s t e r n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  people h a d ,  t h a t  h e r e  

t h e y  were b a c k  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  World War I w h e r e  t h e i r  

town was o n  t h e  b o r d e r ,  and Metz and  N a m u r  a r e  j u s t  down t h e  

l i n e  a l i t t l e  piece.  What was g o i n g  t o  happen  t o  them? So 

I was a l i t t l e  s k e p t i c a l  a b o u t  r e p o r t i n g  wha t  t h e y  were to ld  

v e r s u s  w h a t  had a c t u a l l y  happened .  I h a v e  t h a t  same f e e l i n g  
t o d a y  when I v iew t e l e v i s e d  news of B e i r u t  or any  o t h e r  

p l a c e  where w e  are i n v o l v e d .  

C :  S i r ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  move ahead now. You were commiss ioned  

a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  Army Medical Corps i n  1938 ,  I 

b e l i e v e .  
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t h e  medical c a p a b i l i t i e s  a t  W r i g h t - P a t ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  a b i g  

o p e r a t i o n ;  t h e r e  were p r o b a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  3 , 0 0 0  o f f i c e r s  and 

men i n  t h e  t o t a l  A i r  C o r p s  i n  1939.  I t  was j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  

t o  d e v e l o p .  My observa t ion  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g ;  f o r  
example. C o l o n e l  B a k e r  s a i d ,  "Now l o o k ,  you arc o n l y  h e r e  

f o r  2 weeks .  You a re  q u a l i f i e d  i n  qyneco logy .  We have  a l l  

t h e  off icers  ' w i v e s  and t h e  noncommissioned o f f i c e r s '  w i v e s  

l i n e d  UP f o r  you to  d o  v a g i n a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  and b r e a s t  

e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  c a n c e r .  On t h e  m i l i t a r y  s i d e  you a re  
a s s i g n e d  t o  a l l - n i g h t  f l y i n g  from Monday n i g h t  t i i l  T h u r s d a y  

n i g h t .  C a p t a i n  S c h w i c h t e n b e r g  and I w i l l  take t h e  weekends,  

a n d  you go o n  cross c o u n t r i e s .  P u t  i n  a b a s k e t  l e a v e ,  and 

y o u  go a n y p l a c e  you w a n t  to cross c o u n t r y .  You  know some of  

t h e  p i l o t s .  You g e t  a l l  of y o u r  mi l i t a ry  e x p e r i e n c e  and 

y o u r  f l i g h t  s u r g e o n ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  on t h e  weekends  and d u r i n g  

t h e  n i g h t  f l y i n g . "  I had  a s e r g e a n t  and  two o r d e r l i e s  and 

a n  ambulance  o u t  o n  t h e  l i n e  e v e r y  n i g h t .  I would s a y ,  80 

p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  women t h a t  were l i n e d  up f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t s  

were examined .  I t  impressed me t h a t  t h o s e  doctors were 
r e a l l y  as  f a r  a d v a n c e d  i n  p r e v e n t i v e  m e d i c i n e  f o r  t h e  

d e p e n d e n t s  as anybody c o u l d  be a t  t h a t  time. They d i d n ' t  

h a v e  e l abora t e  e x a m i n i n g  rooms. They d i d n ' t  have  e l a b o r a t e  

o p e r a t i n g  rooms. W e  d i d n ' t  have  anybody t o  g i v ?  a n  

a n e s t h e t i c  i f  we needed  to  do a b i o p s y .  W e  got d c i v i l i a n  

MD who was a R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r ,  a n  a n e s t h e s i o l o g i s t  i n  Dayton ,  

t o  come o u t .  So my e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  good, t h a t  t h e y  were 
t h i n k i n g  ahead ,  t h a t  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  were v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  and 
t h e y  had a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  time g e t t i n g  med ica l  suppl ies  s e t i t  

t o  a n  a i r f i e l d .  

C:  T h e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  of a wartime emergency ,  of  

course,  would be swamped. They w o u l d n ' t  have  n e a r l y  t h e  

c a p a c i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s .  
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y e a r s  h e  r e c r u i t e d  a number of a e r o m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h e r s .  D i d  

you  know D r .  J. W. H e i m ?  

M :  No, I d i d n ' t .  

C :  A f t e r  t h e  w a r  w i t h  Germany was  over ,  w e  s e n t  i n  teams t o  
i n t e r v i e w  some German s c i e n t i s t s .  I t h i n k  it was c a l l e d  

Project P a p e r  C l i p .  Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  p r o j e c t ?  

M :  Yes. 

C :  I know D r .  S t r u g h o l d  I H u b e r t u s l  was r e c r u i t e d  f o r  t h e  

A e r o m e d i c a l  L a b o r a t o r y ,  and t h e y  got o t h e r s  as w e l l .  One 
example  was Hans L. O e s t r e i c h e r ,  I b e l i e v e .  Could  you t e l l  

me a n y t h i n g  about t h a t ?  

M: N O ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was any c o r r e l a t i o n  i n  1939  when I 

was a t  W r i g h t  w i t h  wha t  was g o i n g  to happen .  I n  1 9 3 9 ,  when 

I was t h e r e ,  Wor ld  War I1  had  n o t  y e t  begun.  One  d i d  not  
h a v e  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  war b e i n g  n e c e s s a r i l y  imminen t ,  a l t h o u g h  

s e v e r a l  of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  d i d  t a l k  t o  me a b o u t  my experiences 
t h e  p r e v i o u s  6 y e a r s  i n  Germany and my knowledge  of German 
u n i f o r m s ,  German i n s i g n i a ,  and German m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I n t e r e s t i n g  t o  m e ,  a b o u t  t h i s  same time, I had  been a s k e d  to  

s p e a k  b e f o r e  some c i v i c  groups a r o u n d  C l e v e l a n d .  T h e  n e x t  
t h i n g  I knew, t h e  FBI [ F e d e r a l  Bureau  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n ]  was 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  m e  t o  see i f  I was a N a z i  agent .  T h e  

" f r i e n d s "  who had  a s k e d  m e  t o  s p e a k  i n  one of t h e  towns  
t h e r e  i n  n o r t h e r n  O h i o  were t h e  o n e s  t h a t  had  t o l d  t h e  FBI  

t h a t  I had p r e d i c t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  would b e  i n v o l v e d  and 

t h e r e  would b e  a w o r l d  war. I f  you had l i v e d  i n  E u r o p e  i n  

1 9 3 6  and 1 9 3 7 ,  one c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u t  f e e l  t h e r e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  
b e  armed c o n f l i c t ,  and  o n e  c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  b u t  f e e l  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  w ~ l s  g o i n g  t o  be i n v o l v e d .  When one came back  t o  Ohio  
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M :  T h a t ' s  correct .  

C :  I n  r e g a r d s  to  t h a t  t h e n ,  d i d  t h e  war i n t e r r u p t  t h i s  
t r a i n i n g ,  o r  d i d  you d e c i d e  to i n t e r r u p t  i t  y o u r s e l f ?  

M :  I was o r d e r e d  to a c t i v e  d u t y  " w i t h o u t  my c o n s e n t "  i n  1940.  

T h a t  t e r m i n a t e d  my t r a i n i n g  i n  OB-GYN. I w a s  s e n t  t o  F o r t  
Thomas, Ken tucky .  I became t h e  o f f i c e r s  c l u b  o f E i c e r ,  motor 
pool o f f i c e r ,  d e t a c h m e n t  commander, and i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s  on 
my own time, I c o u l d  r e l i e v e  t h e  " t r a i n e d  s u r g e o n "  i n  

obs te t r ics .  B u t  I w a s  n o t  a s s i g n e d  a n y  med ica l  d u t i e s  
b e c a u s e  my m i l i t a r y  spec [ s p e c i a l t y ]  was obs te t r ics  and 

g y n e c o l o g y ,  and  t h e y  d i d n ' t  need t h a t .  B e c a u s e  of  my 
m i l i t a r y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I l e a r n e d  how to  be a c l u b  o f f i c e r .  I 

r a n  t h e  o f f i c e r s  c l u b ,  I r a n  t h e  motor pool,  and  I was 

d e t a c h m e n t  commander. I n  t h o s e  d a y s  d e t a c h m e n t  commander 

was t h e  same as a company commander. I h a d  1 9 0  e n l i s t e d  men 
u n d e r  me. I had to  meet my p a y r o l l .  I n  t h o s e  days, e v e n  

t h o u g h  I was a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  r u n n i n g  t h e  pay t a b l e ,  I had 

t o  h a v e  a .45 s t rapped  t o  my h i p  w i t h  a c l i p  in i t .  

?:  They were more c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  money t h a n  t h e  S w i s s  were some 
y e a r s  b e f o r e .  

M: O h ,  y e s .  I l e a r n e d  about  t r u c k s  and ambulances .  I l e a r n e d  

t h a t  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  p o s t - - F o r t  Thomas is a 

s m a l l  place---- 

(End Tape  2 ,  S i d e  2 )  

M: The  commanding o f f i c e r  was a l w a y s  q u i t e  happy w i t h  h i s  motor 
pool o E f i c e r  i f  h i s  own c a r  was i n  good c o n d i t i o n  and  c l e a n .  

A f t e r  a b o u t  4 m o n t h s  a t  F o r t  Thomas, I was v e r y  
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a r e  g o i n g  to  w r i t e  i t .  T h i s  u n i t  was j u s t  o r g a n i z e d  a b o u t  

1 0  d a y s  a g o ,  and  i t  h a s  n e i t h e r  a Tho n o r  a n  e q u i p m e n t  l i s t ,  
a n d  i t  h a s  no t r a i n i n g  m a n u a l .  I t  is  down a t  Camp J a c k s o n ,  

C o l u m b i a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  and I w i l l  see to  i t  t h a t  you a r e  
s e n t  t h e r e  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  d a y  or so .  When you g e t  t h e r e  

you report to  t h e  Commanding G e n e r a l  o f  I Army C o r p s . "  

In d u e  time I a r r i v e d  a t  C a m p  J a c k s o n .  I t  l a t e r  became Fort  

J a c k s o n .  I Army Corps had t h e  9 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  8 t h  

D i v i s i o n ,  and t h e  3 0 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Guard  [ u n i t  
f r o m  Alabama and  G e o r g i a ,  p l u s  corps troops. I found t h e r e  

were no  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  52d M e d i c a l  B a t t a l i o n ,  and t h e  

second d a y  I was t h e r e ,  I r e p o r t e d  i n  t o  t h e  commanding 

g e n e r a l  of t h e  A r m y  corps. H e  s a i d ,  " T h i s  is  g r e a t .  You 

a r e  my m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r . "  I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  I am a f i r s t  

l i e u t e n a n t .  T h a t  c a l l s  €or a f u l l  colonel." He s a i d ,  "Rank 

h a s  n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  it. You are h e r e .  I w a n t  you t o  e a t  
a t  my mess, and I w a n t  you to a t t e n d  a l l  s t a f f  m e e t i n g s .  I n  
t h e  meant ime get  y o u r  b a t t a l i o n  t o g e t h e r . "  So t h e  f i r s t  

t h i n g  I g o t  was a s h i p m e n t  of a c a d r e .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  i f  a 
u n i t  was c a d r e d ,  a l l  t h e  m i s f i t s  were s e n t  to t h e  new u n i t .  
E v e r y  man I g o t  had b e e n  c o u r t - m a r t i a l e d  a t  l e a s t  twice. 1 

g o t  a s e c o n d  l i e u t e n a n t ,  who had n e v e r  had a day  on a c t i v e  

d u t y ,  as a s u p p l y  o f f i c e r .  He was i n  t h e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  

C o r p s .  Then  I g o t  t e l e g r a m s  s a y i n g  t h a t  a t  C a m p  Upton, Long 

I s l a n d  [NY], I would r e c e i v e  700 men f r o m  t h e  S e l e c t i v e  

S e r v i c e  u n i t  t h e r e  and  I would g e t  700 men f rom F o r t  N i a g a r a  

[NY], I s h o u l d  be p r e p a r e d  t o  come and  g e t  them. Well, t h a t  

meant  I had  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  my own spec ia l  t r a i n :  I had  t o  
g e t  f o o d  f rom t h e  Quar te rmas ter  Corps; a n d  I had  t o  g e t  

r a n g e s ,  f i e l d  r a n g e s  t h a t  u s e d  coal ,  i n  my baggage  car  to  
prepare f o o d .  
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J a c k s o n .  They  m e t  u s  and  t o o k  us to  our new b a r r a c k s .  The 
w i v e s  o€ t h e  ofEicers who j o i n e d  t h e  u n i t  had made t h e  b e d s  
for e a c h  o n e  of these selectees. Our u n i t  was q u a r a n t i n e d  

b e c a u s e  we were coming i n  from t h a t  t e r r i b l e  c i v i l i a n  wor ld  

w h e r e  t h e r e  were a l l  s o r t s  of d i s e a s e s .  We f e d  t h e  

selectees a t  a b o u t  11 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning and t h e n  t o l d  

them t h e y  c o u l d  t u r n  i n  and s leep  €or 4 or  5 h o u r s  and t h e y  
would  s t a n d  to  for  r e t r e a t  t h a t  n i g h t .  S e v e n  hundred  young 

men o u t  o f  N e w  York C i t y  i n  t h a t  a rea ,  and 2 d a y s  l a te r  t h e  

g r o u p  came down f rom F o r t  N i a g a r a .  So w e  had o v e r  1 , 4 0 0  

selectees who had  n e v e r  had any  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  and  w e  had 

2 2  o f  t h e  t o u g h e s t  c a d r e  t h a t  you c o u l d  imagine,  W e  called 
them a c t i n g  sergeants.  We r e c e i v e d  27 R e s e r v e  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r s  f rom t h e  O h i o  area about  t h e  same t ime,  none  of  

whom had eve r  been  on a c t i v e  d u t y .  I had  a m e d i c a l  

b a t t a l i o n ,  and  F i r s t  A r m y  s e n t  word t h a t  t h e y  were coming 
down t o  inspec t  u s .  W e  o b v i o u s l y  h a d n ' t  p r o g r e s s e d  t o  e v e n  

t e a c h i n g  f i r s t  a i d ;  w e  were t r y i n g  to t e a c h  them how to 
march  and g e t  t h e i r  u n i f o r m s  on correct ly .  We w i r e d  F i r s t  

Army and  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  wait a month for  t h e i r  

i n s p e c t i o n ,  which  t h e y  d i d .  

I n  t h e  meant ime two R e g u l a r  o f f i c e r s  were a s s i g n e d  to t h e  

52d .  They were C a p t a i n  Newton [ L t  C o l  George D.] and 

C a p t a i n  B a t c h  I L t  C o l  J o s e p h  W . 1 .  They,  Of course, 
o c l t r a n k e d  me, and I dropped from commanding o f f i c e r  t o  
e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r  t o  a d j u t a n t  of t h e  b a t t a l i o n .  When t h e  

F i r s t  Army came down a month l a t e r ,  we p a s s e d  our  i n s p e c t i o n  

a n d  were awarded  a c e r t i f i c a t e  as be ing  one o f  t h e  b e s t  
u n i t s  i n  t h e  F i r s t  A r m y .  Wi th  o u r  own money we b o u g h t  t w o  
drums and  six b u g l e s .  We had o o r  own m u s i c  corps f o r  t h e  

b o y s  t3 march by. They  had a l o t  of  p r i d e .  W e  t h e n  w e n t  on 

maneuver s  l a t e r  t h a t  summer.  I n  S e p t e m b e r  I was t o  r e t u r n  
t o  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  O f  course, I was t h e  b i g  tes t  for a l l  t h e  
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h a v e  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  them. " Dave s a i d ,  "Well ,  

t h i s  c h a p  h a s n ' t .  H e  h a s  a super ior  r e c o r d  a s  a f i e l d  
o f f i c e r .  

d u r i n g  t h e  m a n e u v e r s ,  and h e  managed m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  
s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  C a r o l i n a s .  He was a b l e  t o  g e t  

c i v i l i a n  p h a r m a c i e s  to  pu t  p e r i s h a b l e  d r u g s  i n  i c e b o x e s  i n  
t h e  pharmacy and  d a y  and n i g h t  l e t  u s .go  i n  and  draw on 
them."  W e  d i d n ' t  h a v e  f i e l d  i c e b o x e s ;  w e  d i d n ' t  have  

a n y t h i n g .  W e  w e n t  Out  and a s k e d  people t o  d o  t h i s  b e c a u s e  
we were t h e  Army. I n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  i n  t h e  C a r o l i n a s  and 

G e o r g i a  and  Alabama,  t h e  Army w a s  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d ,  and  t h e y  

were happy t o  d o  t h i n g s  f o r  us.  

He h a s  b e e n  s u p p l y  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  I Army Corps 

A t  any  r a t e  I was a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of War's O f f i c e  

a n d  s e n t  to  R a n d o l p h  F i e l d .  You c a n  i m a g i n e  when I got to  

Rando lph  F i e l d ,  I m u s t  h a v e  had a yellow m a r k e r  on my f i l e ,  

"Hand le  w i t h  care. He is from t h e  Secre ta ry  o f  War's  
O f f i c e . "  I f  you can i m a g i n e  a f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  

M e d i c a l  Corps b e i n g  a s s i g n e d  from t h e  Secretary of War's 
O f f i c e  to  s c h o o l ,  you h a v e  a good i d e a  o f  wha t  I was up 

a T a i n s t .  C o l o n e l  R e i n a r t z  [ B r i g  Gen Eugen  G.1 h a d  j u s t  come 
i n  a s  commandant t h e  week b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e r e .  A e  had b e e n  a 
m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  in c h a r g e  o f  c a d e t s  i n  1 9 3 2  when I had been  

a t  Randolph  F i e l d .  I had w r i t t e n  my own o r d e r s  as A d j u t a n t  

oE t h e  52d M e d i c a l  B a t t a l i o n ,  and I had  g i v e n  m y s e l f  250 

miles a d a y  t r a v e l ,  which  was l ega l .  T h a t  e n a b l e d  m e  t o  go 

from Carolina u p  th ro l iyh  Columbus, O h i o ,  and down t h r o u g h  

:Jew O r l e a n s  and f i n a l l y  to  T e x a s .  I a r r i v e d ,  and t h e  

e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  Captain K e r n a n ,  s a i d  t o  m e ,  ' ' L i e u t e n a n t ,  

you  a r e  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  you c a n ' t  be 

p a i d . "  I l o o k e d  a t  h i m  and  s a i d ,  " C a p t a i n ,  would you l i k e  

t o  make a $5 b e t  t h a t  I am n o t  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  l e a v e  and t h a t  

the f i n a n c e  numbers  on  t3ere a r e  correct and t h a t  I w i l l  he  
p a i d ? "  R e i n a r t z  was i n  t h e  n e x t  room, and h e  h e a r d  m e  
b e t t i n g  w i t h  h i s  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r .  H e  came o u t  and 
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m e  o n  20 December,  and  I was a s s i g n e d  to  G r e n i e r  F i e l d ,  

M a n c h e s t e r ,  N e w  Hampsh i re .  I got t h e r e  a d a y  a f t e r  
C h r i s t m a s .  A g a i n  I had  2 4  medical o f f i c e r s ,  none of whom 
h a d  been  on a c t i v e  duty.  T h e r e  was a R e g u l a r  Army c a p t a i n  
who was i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  H e  made m e  c h i e f  of t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e s .  H e  s a i d ,  "Now you o r g a n i z e  s u r g e r y  

a n d  m e d i c i n e  and g e t  t h i s  place g o i n g . "  

They  were s e n d i n g  u s  t r o o p s  from t h e  so!J th ,  and  t h e y  had 

n e v e r  Seen snow, and we were h a v i n g  t e m p e r a t u r e s  20 below 

zero.  W e  were g e t t i n g  a l o t  o f  f r o s t b i t e  cases. We got  
t h a t  all s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  I had  l e a r n e d  to  s k i  i n  Europe .  

I n o t i c e d  t h a t  w e  were losing f l i e r s  i n  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  i n  
M a i n e ,  N e w  Hampsh i re ,  and  Vermont .  When w e  go t  them o u t ,  i t  

was exposure t h a t  had  c a u s e d  t h e i r  d e a t h s .  So I a s k e d  

p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  highway patrol  up t h e r e  i n  
N e w  Hampshi re .  I t a l k e d  w i t h  them a n d  s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  w e  
s h o u l d  ge t  t h e s e  f l i e r s  o u t  and i n t o  a c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  as 
s o o n  a s  t h e y  c r a s h . "  "Well, t h e r e  are n o  c i v i l i a n  

h o s p i t a l s . "  "Well, you h a v e  something." I n  t h e s e  towns i n  

V e r m o n t  and N e w  Hampsh i re  and  Maine, t h e y  would have  a home 

w i t h  maybe 2 0  b e d s  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  doctor  r a n .  I set  up a 

d e a l  w i t h  t h e  h ighway p a t r o l  f o r  s k i s  and snowshoes  to go i n  
a f t e r  these c h a p s .  From n e a r l y  a 1 0 0  p e r c e n t  loss, w e  
r e d u c e d  exposure d e a t h s  t o  less t h a n  20 percent  loss ,  and 

t h e  f r a c t u r e s  w e  would pu t  i n  e x t e n s i o n  u n t i l  w e  c o u l d  g e t  

a m b u l a n c e s  up t o  t h a t  l i t t l e  h o s p i t a l  and  b r i n g  them back.  

S o  I was h a v i n g  a g r e a t  t i m e .  

I a r r a n g e d  f o r  a l l  o u r  o f f i c e r s  to  h a v e  1 day a week of€ for 
e d u c a t i o n .  We were about a n  h o u r  and  a h a l f  d r i v e  from 
B o s t o n ,  and e v e r y b o d y  wan ted  to  g o  down t o  H a r v a r d  t o  a t t e n d  
m e d i c a l  c l i n i c s  and  s c r o u n g e  a round  and f i n d  o u t  what  was 
t h e  l a t e s t  i n  m e d i c i n e .  I w e n t  up  to  D a r t m o u t h  to s k i  
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m a r k e t p l a c e  i n  N e w  York C i t y  t o  buy m e a t ,  f i s h ,  and eggs .  

W e  had a v e t  [ v e t e r i n a r y ]  o f f i c e r ,  and he and I became good 

f r i e n d s .  H e  t a u g h t  m e  how t o  buy down on t h e  marke t .  I 

would r i d e  i n  w i t h  h i m ,  and w e  would buy f o u r  b o x c a r s  of 

s p a r e r i b s ,  or w e  would buy a b o x c a r  of o y s t e r s  or a boxca r  

o f  s h r i m p  or e i g h t  b o x c a r s  of c h i c k e n s .  I l e a r n e d  what  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  be tween N e w  York,  C h i c a g o ,  and Kansas  c u t s  were. 
I a l s o  l e a r n e d  t h a t  i f  we o r d e r e d  a p a c k a g e  of  2 4  c h i c k e n s  

w e  were g u a r a n t e e d  t h a t  2 2  o f  them w o u l d  meet o u r  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  A l l  t h a t  sor t  of t h i n g .  The v e t  had a n  

a c c i d e n t ,  so f o r  3 weeks  I was i n  c h a r g e  of  a l l  v e t e r i n a r y  

s e r v i c e s - - m e a t  i n s p e c t i o n ,  egg  h a n d l i n g ,  and so f o r t h .  I 

t u r n e d  back t e n  b o x c a r s  of  c h i c k e n s  and  f o u r  b o x c a r s  oE 
s p a r e r i b s .  Well, t h e  s u p p l i e r s  w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  to have  any of 
t h a t .  So t h e  n e x t  t h i n g  General B r a d l e y  g o t  was a c a l l  from 

t h e  l o c a l  Congres sman ,  " G e t  r i d  of t h a t  Major M e i l i n g .  " I 

t o l d  G e n e r a l  B r a d l e y  w h a t  t h e  s t o r y  was. H e  t o l d  Bake r .  H e  

s a i d ,  "Give him nore r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  don't c u t  him down." I 

g o t  more responsibility. 

I t  came a l o n g  t o  the l a s t  p a r t  o f  May. I had  t a k e n  care o E  

Mrs. B r a d l e y  and had checked  t h e  g e n e r a l  a few times. He 

was  h a v i n g  a few e x t r a  r h y t h m i c  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  h i s  h e a r t ,  and  

w e  g o t  t h a t  s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t .  He s a i d ,  " M e i l i n g ,  I am g o i n g  

t o  R u s s i a ,  and you a r e  g o i n g  w i t h  m e . "  

(End Tape  3 ,  S i d e  1) 

M :  T h i s  was when t h e y  were s e t t i n g  up t h e  s h u t t l e  f rom England  

t o  bomb Germany, f l y  to  R u s s i a ,  r e f u e l ,  bomb Germany, and f l y  

back  t o  F n g l a n d .  H e  s a i d ,  "We are  g o i n g  to  t r a n s f e r  you 

Eroin t h e  P lcd ica l  C o r p s  to t h e  A i r  C o r p s .  As of t h i s  

a f t e rnoon  you s t a r t  w e a r i n g  A i r  C o r p s  i n s i g n i a .  You have 

g o t  t o  'De q u a l i f i e d  i n  t h e  a i r ,  so w e  w i l l  make you an 
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b e a c h e s ,  I had C-47s coming i n  to  p i c k  u p  t h e  wounded. They 
Were b r i n g i n g  i n  m o u n t a i n  75  a r t i l l e r y ,  s h e l l s  and 

e q u i p m e n t .  T h i s  j u s t  c a u s e d  one h e l l  o f  a n  u p r o a r  i n  t h e  
E a c u l t y .  When t h e  game was over,  I was o r d e r e d  to  a p p e a r  

b e f o r e  t h e  E a c u l t y  t o  e x p l a i n  how I got t h e  i d e a  of f l y i n g  
o n t o  t h e  b e a c h e s  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  and t a k i n g  wounded 

b a c k .  I t o l d  them a b o u t  my e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  Germany d u r i n g  

t h e  S p a n i s h  War and how t h e  G e r m a n s  were u s i n g  t r a n s p o r t  

p l a n e s .  I c i t e d  s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  d o c u m e n t s  w r i t t e n  i n  
G e r m a n ,  E n g l i s h ,  and Swedish t h a t  I had b e e n  a b l e  t o  ge t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  l i b r a r y .  Where d i d  I g e t  t h e  idea a b o u t  t h e  

p o r t a b l e  7 5  a r t i l l e r y ?  I s a i d ,  "It seemed t o  me t h a t  w e  
needed  a r t i l l e r y ,  and  I d o n ' t  know enough about t h e  1 5 5 s  and 
t h e  2 5 5 s  t o  know w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  t ransportable  or n o t .  The 

7 5  I know is  t r a n s p o r t a b l e ,  and i t  could be u s e d  as a n  
a n t i t a n k  gun . "  They  s a i d ,  "We accept t h a t  as a b e t t e r  

s o l u t i o n  t h a n  we had ,  and  you get  an  A ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  you lost  y o u r  a i r  u m b r e l l a  for l a c k  of f u e l .  
I n c i d e n t a l l y  w e  h a v e  o r d e r s  h e r e  f o r  y o u . "  T h e  o r d e r s  r e a d  

t o  report  t o  G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  [Henry H. ] ,  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  US 

Army Air F o r c e s .  W e l l ,  of course, I was g o i n g  to t r a v e l  on 

secre t  o r d e r s ,  so I s u p p o s e d  my o r d e r s  to go meant I would 
p r o b a b l y  have  t o  ca r ry  a message to General B r a d l e y ,  who i n  
t h e  meant ime had  g o n e  t o  filoscow. 

I go t  t o  t h e  P e n t a g o n  and r e p o r t e d  to G e n e r a l  A r n o l d .  I had 

seen a few g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  mean t ime ,  b u t  h e r e  was t h e  Ch ie f  

of t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s .  H e  s a i d ,  "Did you wri%e t h i s  s c r i p t  
h e r e  about a i r  e v a c u a t i o n ? "  I s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  sir." "Do you 

b e l i e v e  i t  w i l l  work t h e  way you s a i d  it  would?" I s a i d ,  

"Yes, s i r ."  H e  s a i d ,  "You a c t u a l l y  s r d  t h e  Germans d o i n g  

i t?" I s a i d ,  "Yes, s i r . "  He s a i d ,  "Well, you are g o i n g  to  
be a s s i g n e d  ta G e n e r a l  G r a n t ' s  o f f i c e . "  I s a i d ,  " B u t  

G e n e r a l  A r n o l d ,  I h a v e  secret orders ,  e y e s  only." H e  s a i d ,  

"Who t h e  h e l l  s i g n e d  them?" I s a i d ,  " S i r ,  I a m  n o t  supposed  
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o f f i c e s .  We used  t h e  same c o d i n g  f o r  t h e  p a t i e n t s ,  male a n d  

female; t h e i r  d i s e a s e ;  t h e i r  i n j u r y ;  and  where  t h e y  came 
from. O n e  t h i n g  w e  d i d n ' t  know, b u t  Mrs. R o o s e v e l t  

[ E l e a n o r ]  i n f o r m e d  u s  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  was t h a t  w e  were 

t o  s e n d  t h e  e v a c u e e s  to  t h e  n e a r e s t  h o s p i t a l  t o  where  t h e y  
came i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  so t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  c o u l d  see them. 

W i t h  t h e  c o d i n g  w e  c o u l d  p u t  a l l  t h i s  i n .  We c o u l d  

c o r r e s p o n d  w i t h  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  
o v e r s e a s  h o s p i t a l s  by t h i s  c o d i n g .  To m e  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  

made a i r  evacuat ion r e a l l y  work was n o t  t h a t  I was t h e  o n l y  

r e g u l a t i n g  o f f i c e r  t h e  A i r  Force e v e r  had b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
w e  had  t h i s  c o d e ,  i t  was s imple,  w e  o n l y  had n i n e  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  and we c o u l d  g e t  a report  f rom a l l  t h e  

g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  or t h e  reg iona l  h o s p i t a l s  or s t a t i o n  

h o s p i t a l s  e v e r y  24 h o u r s  of wha t  b e d s  t h e y  had a v a i l a b l e .  

T h i s  was t o  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a real  tes t  l a t e r  on.  F o u r  
h o s p i t a l  s h i p s  were coming back  f rom E n g l a n d  and were o f f  

t h e  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a r d .  The Navy would n o t  l e t  them come 
t h r o u g h  t h e  s u b m a r i n e  n e t  a t  N e w  York,  B o s t o n ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  

o r  N o r f o l k .  They  f i n a l l y  a r r a n g e d  f o r  them t o  come i n t o  t h e  

h a r b o r  a t  S a v a n n a h .  The T r o o p  Car r ie r  Command p r o v i d e d  t h e  

C-47s.  They  were l o c a t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i n  Fo r t  Wayne [INI. 
T h e  700  p a t i e n t s  were t a k e n  o f f  t h o s e  s h i p s  where  t h e y  had 

b e e n  f o r  more t h a n  1 4  d a y s .  The s h i p s  had t o  s a i l  f u l l y  
l i g h t e d  w i t h  a b i g  g r e e n  cross on them. The  p a t i e n t s  were 
t a k e n  o f f  t h e  s h i p s ,  p l a c e d  on t h e  C-47s,  and d i s t r i b u t e d  

w i t h i n  a n  area of 9 0 0  miles  a round  Savannah .  T h i s  t o o k  o n l y  

3 d a y s  and  3 n i g h t s .  W e  knew where  t o  s e n d  t h e  p l a n e s ,  ard 

when t h e y  l a n d e d  t h e r e  was somebody f rom t h o s e  h o s p i t a l s  t o  
p i c k  u p  t h o s e  p a t i e n t s .  H o s p i t a l  commanders came up w i t h  

t h e  i d e a  O E  l e t t i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t s  t e l e p h o n e  home when t h e y  

Eirst a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Because of t h e  war i t  took 5 

d a y s  t o  s c h e d u l e  a n  ambu lance  t r a i n  ( s p e c i a l )  be tween  B o s t o n  
a n d  Georgia. 
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About  t h i s  time D r .  Howard R u s k  [ B r i g  G e n  Howard A .  1 came t o  

W a s h i n g t o n .  He was a p r o f e s s o r  of m e d i c i n e  and b e l i e v e d  i n  
g e t t i n g  t h e  p a t i e n t s  o u t  o€ b e d - - e a r l y  a m b u l a t i o n  and  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  G e n e r a l  G r a n t  had v i s i t e d  a t  S a i n t  L o u i s  

B a r r a c k s  and seen  wha t  Rusk was d o i n g ,  H e  was p u t t i n g  

c o n v a l e s c e n t  p a t i e n t s  i n  c l a s ses  where - - i f  t h e y  were y u n n e r s  

t h e y  were w o r k i n g  w i t h  mach ineguns ;  i f  t h e y  were d r i v e r s  o€ 
motor Pool v e h i c l e s ,  t h e y  were work ing  w i t h  motors. I f  t h e y  

were o b s e r v e r s  t i l ey  were w o r k i n q  with t h e  s t i l l  pictures and  

recogni t ion  of v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  enemy a i r p l a n e s .  Howard was 
b r o u g h t  to  W a s h i n g t o n .  He had been  t h e r e  about 2 d a y s ,  and 

h e  came i n  w i t h  a b o u t  80 p a g e s  t h a t  h e  wanted  p u b l i s h e d .  He 
w e n t  t o  G e n e r a l  G r a n t ,  and General G r a n t  s a i d ,  "You go down 

a n d  see Major M e i l i n g . "  Well, h e r e  was L i e u t e n a n t  C o l o n e l  

Rusk.  H e  w a s n ' t  v e r y  happy a b o u t  go ing  down and s e e i n g  

Major M e i l i n g .  He had  n e v e r  h e a r d  of him. H e  came i n  and  
s a i d ,  "General G r a n t  s a i d  to p u b l i s h  t h i s . "  I s a i d ,  "Did 

General G r a n t  say d i r e c t l y  to  p u b l i s h  it?" "No, b u t  I want  
i t  p u b l i s h e d . "  I s a i d ,  " I t  t a k e s  a l i t t l e  time to get  a War 

Department c i r cu la r  prepared. L e t  me r e a d  i t  o v e r  and see 
w h a t  you want .  C o l o n e l ,  a d i r e c t i v e  f rom h e r e  t h a t  is one 
p a r a g r a p h  l o n g  by t h e  time it ge ts  to t h e  f i e l d  w i l l  have  a n  
a v e r a g e  of 2 0  p a g e s  o f  e n d o r s e m e n t s  e x p l a i n i n g  it. So i f  

you  s t a r t  o u t  w i t h  80 o r  90 pages h e r e ,  you are going t o  
h a v e  a t e x t b o o k  when you g e t  ou t  t o  t h e  f i e l d . "  So I 
rewrote i t  i n t o  2 p a r a g r a p h s  1 2  l i n e s  long.  I t  became t h e  
d i r e c t i v e  f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  A r m y  A i r  F o r c e s  and 

l a t e r  i n  t h e  Army o v e r a l l .  I t  was t h i s  t h a t  h e  used  t h e n  i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  center and  prograins  i n  h i s  

c i v i l i a n  l i f e  i n  N e w  York where  he was p r o f e s s o r  of 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  He is c a l l e d  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  on 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t o d a y .  I n  h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  h e  t e l l s  about 

how t h i s  Najor X e i l i n g  c u t  h i s  masterpiece down to  t e n  l i n e r ;  

a n d  i t  was a s u c c e s s .  He s a i d ,  " I t ' s  a l l  i n  knowing what  to  
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marked v e h i c l e .  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  to  t h e  Hague T r e a t y ,  you 
c a n n o t  p u t  any m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  on an  ambulance .  I t  m u s t  

b e  m e d i c a l .  You c a n  p u t  f o o d  a b o a r d ,  y e s ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  i t  

i s  b l a n k e t s  and s p l i n t s  and m e d i c i n e s .  I f  you are p u s h i n g  

f o r w a r d - - f o r  example, when t h e y  c r o s s e d  t h e  R h i n e  R i v e r  a t  

Remagen, t h e r e  was n o  f l o w  of t r a f f i c  back. The A i r  Force 

p u t  g l i d e r s  i n t o  Germany a c r o s s  t h e  R h i n e  n e a r  Remagen and 

p i c k e d  u p  t h e  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  c o u l d n ' t  b e  e v a c u a t e d  b e c a u s e  

t h e r e  was no s u r f a c e  means. Had t h e  Germans had t h e  

c a p a b i l i t y  a t  t h a t  t i m e  to l a u n c h  an a i r  a t t a c k  and had 

t h e s e  g l i d e r s  b e e n  marked ,  t h e y  would h a v e  been  a p e r f e c t  

m a r k e r  f o r  t h e  l a n d i n g  zone.  A s  camouf l aged  p l a n e s  t hey  
were p a r t  o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sys t em.  The m e d i c a l  d o e s  

n o t  and s h o u l d  n o t ,  i n  my op in ion ,  command v e h i c l e s ,  w h e t h e r  

t h e y  a r e  p l a n e s  or h e l i c o p t e r s  or g l i d e r s .  T h a t  s h o u l d  b e  a 

command d e c i s i o n ,  b u t  t h e  s t a f f i n g  and t h e  care of t h e  

p a t i e n t s  a b o a r d  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  medical s e r v i c e .  

I Was v e r y  s o r r y  when i n  p e a c e t i m e  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  went  t o  

mark ing  t h e  p l a n e s  a s  ambulance  r e d  cross p l a n e s .  As l o n g  

a s  you a r e  i n  a p e a c e t i m e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  h a s  a g r e a t  p u b l i c  

a p p e a l .  D e p e n d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b a b i e s  and m o t h e r s ,  c a n  be 

t r a n s p o r t e d .  I n  t h e  a c t u a l  combat  a c t i v i t i e s ,  j u s t  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  p a i n t  to k e e p  t h a t  a i r p l a n e  w h i t e  when a l l  

t h e  o the r  a i r p l a n e s  a r e  camouf l aged  is a h e l l  o f  a l o a d  o n  
t h e  o v e r s e a s  commander. He d o e s n ' t  need t h a t  w h i t e  and r e d  

p a i n t .  W i t h  a h o s p i t a l  s h i p  2 m o n t h s '  n o t i c e  of its 
d e s t i n a t i o n  m u s t  b e  announced .  I t  m u s t  b e  fully l i g h t e d  a ;  

a l l  times, and it m u s t  h a v e  a g r e e n  cross on a w h i t e  

background .  N o  b a t t l e  f l e e t  commander w a n t s  a h o s p i t a l  s h i p  

nea r  him.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i n  combat  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  any A i r  

Force commander is  g o i n g  t o  want  a w h i t e  ambulance  p l a n e  on 

h i s  combat o p e r a t i o n  a i r f i e l d .  You c a n ' t  h a v e  i n d e p e n d e n t  

m e d i c a l  o p e r a t i o n  a i r f i e l d s .  So I w o u l d  i m a g i n e  t h a t  were  w e  
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s p e n t  time i n  l e a r n i n g  x h a t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  is. T h e  a v e r a g e  

m i l i t a r y  doctor does n o t  w a n t  to be  s e n t  to  Command and 

S t a f f  S c h o o l ,  h e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  to  go t o  t h e  War C o l l e g e ,  he  

d o e s n ' t  w a n t  t o  g o  t o  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  War College and learn 
how h e  can a p p l y  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  i n t o  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  and o p e r a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  p a r e n t  
command. 

I am s o r r y  t o  y e t  o f f  o n  t h i s ,  b u t  you h i t  a k e y  i s sue .  

C:  Was t h e r e  f r i c t i o n  be tween  t h e  Army S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  

a n d  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  Forces H e a d q u a r t e r s  over any  of t h e  

fo l lowing  p o i n t s ?  ( C a p t a i n  C l e a r y  hands  D r .  M e i l i n g  a 

t op ic s  c a r d .  ) 

M :  One m u s t  go back  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h e r e  t h e  Med ica l  

Department o f  t h e  Army was a t  t h e  time of t h e  i s s u a n c e  of 
War Department C i r c u l a r  No. 59 of March 1942---- 

(End Tape  3 ,  S i d e  2 )  

M :  L e t ' s  go back  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  so we 
h a v e  a background  f o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  which War Depart-  

inent C i r c u l a r  5 9 ,  2 March 1 9 4 2 ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  A r m y  Ground 

Forces [ A G F I ,  t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s ,  and t h e  s e r v i c e s  of 

S u p p l y  a s  t h r e e  componen t s  o f  t h e  War Department .  Up till  

t h i s  time t h e r e  had  b e e n  a Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corps, A r t i l l e r y  

Corps, I n f a n t r y  Corps, a M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  and eve rybody  
c o o r d i n a t e d  u n d e r  t h e  A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l .  I t  was a v e r y  

d e f i n i t e  c o n g l o m e r a t e  w i t h  c o r p s  c h i e f s  b e i n g  l i t e r a l l y  i n  
command and i n  c h a r g e  of p e r s o n n e l ,  t r a i n i n g ,  and so f o r t h .  
Army m i l i t a r y  p o l i c y  g o e s  back  to t h e  time of ol;r f r o n t i e r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  f a c t  we c o u l d  e v e n  go back  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

r e f e r e n c e  to  t h e  f i r s t  m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r s  t h a t  t h e  Army had 
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h a d  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  t h e  moun ted  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  and t h e  f o o t  

s o l d i e r s .  I t  was v e r y  h a r d  t o  g e t  t h e  Amer icans  to change  
t h e i r  b a s i c  c o n c e p t s  o f  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h e  

p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  World  War I ,  i t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  to  note  t h a t  
A s s i s t a n t  S u r g e o n  A l b e r t  J. Myer, f o r  whom F o r t  Myer was 
named, was a s i g n a l  o f f i c e r  of  t h e  Army b e c a u s e  he  had 

d e v e l o p e d  b o t h  w e a t h e r  s t u d i e s  and t h e  use o f  v a r i o u s  c o d e s  

t o  t r a n s f e r  s i g n a l s .  I n  1880  h e  was named t h e  C h i e f  S i g n a l  
O f f i c e r  and head  of t h e  S i g n a l  Corps. I t  was u n d e r  t h e  

S i g n a l  Corps t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  a v i a t i o n  s ec t ion  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and  2d L t  H .  H. A r n o l d  was t h e  s e c o n d  Army 

f l i e r  a s s i g n e d  to  it. a t h e r  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  

M e d i c a l  L i b r a r y  and  Museum, d e s i q n e d  and b u i l t  J o h n s  Hopkins  

Hospi ta l ,  N e w  York C i t y  L i b r a r y ,  and t h e  M a r i n e  h o s p i t a l  

s y s t e m .  J o h n  S .  B i l l i n g s  was i n  c h a r g e  of  t h e  v i t a l  
s t a t i s t i c s  o f  t h e  US C e n s u s  Bureau .  Leona rd  Wood IGenl was 
a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  who l a t e r  became C h i e f  of S t a f f  of  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army, G o v e r n o r  Gene ra l  o f  Cuba,  and  Governor 
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  H e  a l so  r a n  once f o r  t h e  

n o m i n a t i o n  o f  one o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b u t  was u n s u c c e s s f u l .  

F .  C.  A i n s w o r t h  [ H a j  Gen F r e d  C . ]  was a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  and 

became A d j u t a n t  G e n e r a l  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army. T r y i n g  

t o  c o n s t r u c t  wha t  was h a p p e n i n g  a f t e r  t h e  Span i sh -Amer ican  

War i n  t h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  one f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  leaders of  

t h e  medical s e r v i c e  were p e r t u r b e d  t h a t  i n  t i m e  O f  emergency 

t h e  c i v i l i a n s  wou ld  come i n  and r u n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  

T h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l .  They had Walter Reed [Wash ing ton  DCI ; 

F i t z s i m o n s  [ D e n v e r  CO]; one i n  E l  Paso [ W i l l i a m  Beaumont 
G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ] ;  o n e  i n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  L e t t e r m a n ;  t h e  O n e  

i n  Panama, Gorgas;  a n d  o n e  i n  Hawaii  [ T r i p l e r ] .  If  One was 

f o r t u n a t e  a s  a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  h e  was a s s i g n e d  r o t a t i o n  
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f e l l  i n t o  a s e c o n d - r a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  be a s s i g n e d  to  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s .  They were 

a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  a i r f i e l d s .  T h i s  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  f u r t h e r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  " f l i g h t  s u r g e o n "  who was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  a e r o n a u t i c a l  m e d i c a l  p rob lems  of t h e  f l i e r .  H e  came 

l i t e r a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  A i r  Corps, b u t  h e  b e l o n g e d  to  t h e  c o r p s  
a r e a  command. T h i s  c a u s e d  c o n f l i c t  when t h e  A i r  Corps  

s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  c o r p s  a r e a s  and d e v e l o p e d  what  became t h e  

Army A i r  Forces i n  1 9 4 0 .  I t  was t h e n  t h a t  t h e  Surgeon  

General t r i e d  a g a i n  t o  g e t  t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  back unde r  

t h e  Surgeon  Genera l  so t h a t  h e  would have  c o m p l e t e  command 

o f  a s s i g n m e n t  of  t h e i r  d u t i e s  and w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  do and 

c o u l d  n o t  do .  

T h e  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  and t h e i r  s t a f f s  were n o t  knowledgeab le  

of m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  were commit ted  t o  t h i s  

c o n c e p t  t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  of how t h e  Army was o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e y  

h a d ,  as a d e p a r t m e n t  or a m e d i c a l  c o r p s ,  command o v e r  t h e  
t r a i n i n g  and p e r s o n n e l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  

h o s p i t a l s  a s s i g n e d  t o  it. I t  is  o n l y  r e a s o n a b l e  t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  why, l i k e  t h e  Navy, t h e y  p u t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  stress 
and t h e i r  b e s t  p e o p l e  i n  t h e s e  b i g  h o s p i t a l s  which were 
u n d e r  t h e i r  command. The  f i e l d  forces s h i f t e d  p e o p l e  from 

one a r e a  t o  a n o t h e r ,  to o v e r s e a s  commands, f rom C h i n a ,  t h e  

P h i l i p p i n e s ,  H a w a i i ,  Cuba,  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  

be tween  t h e  w a r s .  The  f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s  were s e n t  to  t h e  

f i e l d s  i n  l i k e  manner  b u t  n e v e r  g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

r e a l l y  have  h o s p i t a l  d u t y .  They had d i s p e n s a r y  d u t y ,  small 
t h i n g s ,  maybe an appendectomy,  maybe a t o n s i l l e c t o m y .  If 
t h e y  had any p r o b l e m s ,  t h e y  had t o  send  t h e  p a t i e n t  to  one 
o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s .  G e n e r a l  Magee [Ma) Gen James C. 1 I 
w h o  was Surgeon  G e n e r a l  when World War I1 b r o k e  o u t ,  d i d  n o t  

h a v e  a v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  s t a f f  a s  was found i n  Eng land .  When 
t h e  Army g o t  o v e r  t h e r e ,  t h e y  had a l i m i t e d  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  

6 1  



MEILING 

d i s e a s e  was s u d d e n l y  coming from. Of course, i t  was coming 
from our  p e r s o n n e l .  I f  a chap got  s i c k  i n  t h e  

N e d i t e r r a n e a n ,  h e  go t  o n  a p l a n e  t h a t  w a s  going back ,  H e  

d i d n ' t  report t h r o u g h  m e d i c a l  c h a n n e l s .  He t r i e d  to  g e t  

b a c k  to  Germany where  h e  was a s s i g n e d  b e f o r e  he  had to t u r n  
h i m s e l f  i n t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  A f e a s i b l e  m e d i c a l  and 

s a n i t a t i o n  p l a n  m u s t  be i n c o r p o r a t e d  a t  command l e v e l  when 

d e v e l o p i n g  a w a r  p l a n .  I d o n ' t  care  w h e t h e r  i t  is  t h e  

i n v a s i o n  o f  F r a n c e  o r  B e i r u t  or  C a i r o .  You need it  r i g h t  
t h e n .  A s  a f r o n t  d e v e l o p s  t h e n  you b r i n g  y o u r  m e d i c a l  

s a n i t a t i o n  people a n d  t h e  m e d i c a l  corps i n ,  and  t h e n  you g e t  
e v a c  h o s p i t a l s  and  s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l s  w i t h  con t ro l l ed  a i r  
evacuat ion.  

T h i s  a t t i t u d e  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  S u r g e o n  General was v e r y  

marked  by t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  o r d e r s  f rom t h e  S u r g e o n  General 
b a c k  i n  t h e  time of General  I r e l a n d  [Maj Gen Merritte W.1 
who t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  M e d i c a l  S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S i g n a l  C o r p s  back 

t o  t h e  SGO.  I t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  C o n g r e s s  to direct  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t  t o  create,  by E x e c u t i v e  o r d e r ,  a Director of 

M i l i t a r y  A e r o n a u t i c s  and  a B u r e a u  of Ai rcraf t  P r o d u c t i o n .  
When t h e  Director o f  M i l i t a r y  A e r o n a u t i c s  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

h e  a p p o i n t e d  Hajor L y s t e r  [ B r i q  Gen T h e o d o r e  C . 1  a s  t h e  

C h i e f  S u r g e o n  o f  t h e  A i r  D i v i s i o n  of  t h e  S i g n a l  Corps. 
L a t e r  L y s t e r  was t o  go to Europe as t h e  C h i e f  S u r g e o n  of  t h e  

A i r  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  A r m y  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  F o r c e  u n d e r  P e r s h i n g  

[Gen J o h n  5.1. The  surgeon i n  t h e  Zone of Communica t ions  

o b j e c t e d  to t h i s  and  s a i d  t h a t  L y s t e r ' s  people had to  be 

u n d e r  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  A l l  t h e  time t h i s  was g o i n g  o n ,  
i t  became v e r y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  were two c lasses  of  

med ica l  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h o s e  a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  f i e l d  u n i t s  or t h e  

s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  and  t h o s e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l s .  The c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  d o c t o r s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s ;  

6 3  



ME1 L I N G  

M a r s h a l l  p e r s o n a l l y  t o l d  me a t  a l a t e r  time when we were 

d i s c u s s i n g  Some of t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  h e  s a i d  h e  went to  see M r .  
R o o s e v e l t  o n e  morning  t o  g i v e  h i m  h i s  no rma l  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g ,  
and h e  a sked  t h a t  K e n n e r  be  a p p o i n t e d  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  He 

d i d  n o t  t a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  c h a n n e l s .  H e  d i d  n o t  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  a i d e  to R o o s e v e l t .  Roosevelt s a i d ,  " C e r t a i n l y .  D o  

you have  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  of  a p p o i n t m e n t ? "  H e  d i d ,  and 

R o o s e v e l t  s i g n e d  it. G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  t o o k  i t  back t o  h i s  

o f f i c e .  About 4 weeks l a t e r ,  a f t e r  a b r i e f i n g ,  R o o s e v e l t  

s a i d ,  "Oh,  by t h e  way, I w a n t  t h a t  c e r t i f i c a t e  on  G e n e r a l  

Kenner  r e c a l l e d ,  and I would l i k e  to h a v e  G e n e r a l  K i r k  

a p p o i n t e d  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Army. " M a r s h a l l  s a i d ,  

"Yes, M r .  P r e s i d e n t . "  He s a i d ,  "I d i d n ' t  d i s c u s s  i t  w i t h  

h i m ,  I d i d n ' t  a r g u e  w i t h  h i m ,  I came back t o  m y  o f f i c e ,  I 

s e n t  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e  o n  Kenner  back t o  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e ,  and 

I i s s u e d  a d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  General  K i r k  was n e v e r  to  be g i v e n  

a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  to  see m e  u n l e s s  I c a l l e d  f o r  h i m ,  t h a t  

a n y t h i n g  h e  wan ted  to  d o  w i t h  t h e  C h i e f  of  S t a f f ,  h e  would 

d o  i t  e i ther  t h r o u g h  t h e  Commanding G e n e r a l ,  S o m e r v e l l  [Gen 

A r e h o n  B . ] ,  o f  SOS, S e r v i c e s  of  S u p p l y ,  o n  w h o s e  s t a f f  h e  

w a s  a s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r ,  or h e  would d e a l  w i t h  my 
d e p u t y . "  A t  t h a t  time it w a s  McNarney [Gen J o s e p h  T . 1 ;  

l a t e r  i t  was Handy IGen Thomas T. I .  "I i s s u e d  f u r t h e r  

o r d e r s  t h a t  a l l  m e d i c a l  matters t h a t  were r e f e r r e d  t o  me had 

t o  be c l e a r e d  by G e n e r a l  S n y d e r ,  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  I n s p e c t o r  

G e n e r a l . "  A t  s t i l l  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  w e  a p p o i n t e d  G e n e r a l  

S n y d e r  t h e  Inspec tor  General of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army, and 

h e  s t i l l  h a n d l e d  all matters p e r t a i n i n g  to m e d i c a l  t h i n g s  

o v e r s e a s .  H e  was t h e  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  War Depar tmen t .  

When G e n e r a l  K i r k  became S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  t h e  f i r s t  day--I  

was  A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n ,  General Grant - -he  s e n t  f o r  

G e n e r a l  G r a n t  and s a i d  words  to  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  "Dave, I want 
you  t o  become my d e p u t y .  I w i l l  see to i t  t h a t  you a r e  made 

a m a j o r  g e n e r a l ,  

t r a n s f e r r e d  o v e r  here. 'I G e n e r a l  G r a n t  s a i d ,  " N o r m ,  unde r  no 
6 5  
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d i s p e n s a r i e s  and  e l e c t i v e  s u r g e r y - - r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n - - c o u l d  n o t  be p e r f o r m e d  a n y p l a c e  e x c e p t  i n  
g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s ,  t h i s  d rew t h e  l i n e  n o t  o n l y  be tween  t h e  

medical p e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and  t h o s e  o f  t h e  
War D e p a r t m e n t  b u t  a l s o  b e t w e e n  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  

T h e s e  were people who had gone  i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  v o l u n t a r i l y .  

They  were s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  n e u r o s u r g e r y  o r  a b d o m i n a l  s u r g e r y  

o r  t h o r a c i c  s u r g e r y  or o r t h o p e d i c  surgery  who c o u l d n ' t  

p r a c t i c e  t h e i r  s p e c i a l t y ,  - n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  q u a l i f i e d  

b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were a s s i g n e d  t o  a n  A i r  Force d i s p e n s a r y .  
They  w a s t e d  no  time i n  w r i t i n g  back  and  t e l l i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  

b a c k  home w h a t  t h e  Army was d o i n g .  The  Amer ican  C o l l e g e  o f  
Surgeons,  t h e  American M e d i c a l  Assoc ia t ion ,  and t h e  

s p e c i a l t y  b o a r d s  t h e n  got  i n t o  t h i s  who le  t h i n g .  G e n e r a l  
K i r k  had been  p e r s o n a l  su rgeon  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  removal of 

t h e  g a l l  b l a d d e r  of  t h e n  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War, M r .  S t i m s o n ;  t h e y  

were good f r i e n d s .  I n  s h o r t  o r d e r ,  by va r ious  means, t h i s  

c o n t r o v e r s y  go t  t o  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ,  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  

Roosevel t ,  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  q u i t e  a b i t  of f l a k  from t h e  

c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  people, found  a s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  report  t h a t  

t h e r e  was u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  i n  Eng land .  US A i r  

Force personnel  were be ing  s e n t  t o  B r i t i s h  h o s p i t a l s ,  and 
t h e  c lo ses t  Amer ican  h o s p i t a l  was s e v e r a l  hundred  miles from 

w h e r e  t h e  a i rbases  were. To r e l i e v e  t h i s  G e n e r a l  Hawley 

[Maj Gen P a u l  R . ] ,  D r .  C u t l e r ,  and D r .  Z o l l i n g e r  
[ R o b e r t  M . 1 ,  who were t h e  c h i e f  s u r g i c a l  a d v i s o r s  i n  t h e  
European t h e a t e r ,  s e t  up  s u r g i c a l  teams t o  go t O  t h e s e  

E n g l i s h  h o s p i t a l s  and operate on  w a r  c a sua l t i e s  t a k e n  o f f  

t h e  r e t u r n i n g  bombers .  They were s t i l l  i n  E n g l i s h  h o s p i -  

t a l s ,  and  t h e y  were b e i n g  fed  E n g l i s h  menus, which  were 
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  f rom American menus. The  boys  were w r i t i n g  

home to  t h e i r  m o t h e r s ,  and  t h e i r  m o t h e r s  were w r i t i n g  to  
Congressmen.  T h i s  was a l l  p i l i n g  up i n  t h e  W h i t e  House. So 

i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 4  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a p p o i n t e d  D r .  Edward A .  
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c o n v a l e s c e n t  h o s p i t a l s ,  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s ,  and  a n  a i r  
e v a c u a t i o n  s y s t e m  w i t h  a r e g u l a t i n g  o f f i c e r  w h o  had t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  C h i e f  of S t a f f  to  make dec is ions  abou t  how 
many b e d s  were p r o v i d e d  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  types o f  d i s e a s e s  i n  
t h e s e  h o s p i t a l s .  The Army was adamant  t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  
allow t h e  A i r  F o r c e  to h a v e  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s .  The A i r  

F o r c e  was adamant  t h a t  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  have  s o m e t h i n g ,  
regardless  of w h a t  t h e y  were c a l l e d ,  i n  wh ich  m e d i c a l  per- 
s o n n e l  could p e r f o r m  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p rofess iona l  q u a l i -  

f i c a t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  remember t h e  d e t a i l s  now o f  how w e  came 
up w i t h  t h e  word " r e g i o n a l "  h o s p i t a l .  

I t  seemed l o g i c a l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d o m e s t i c  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to  

set  up  a c e n t r a 1  hosp i t a l  t o  which s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  c o u l d  

f e e d  p a t i e n t s .  We would n o t  lose them to  t h e  Army Ground 

F o r c e s  or t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  who were s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  

command of t h e  Commanding General of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  

F o r c e s .  P a t i e n t s  c o u l d  be  s e n t  to  t h e  c o n v a l e s c e n t  center ,  
u s u a l l y  a t t a c h e d  d i r e c t l y  to  t h e  r e g i o n a l  h o s p i t a l ,  and 

w h i l e  t h e y  were convalesc ing ,  t h e y  c o u l d  d o  t h e i r  d u t i e s ;  

improve t h e i r  s k i l l s ,  be it m i l i t a r y  or c i v i l i a n ;  l e a r n  t o  
b e  secretaries and l e a r n  how to  h a n d l e  t y p e w r i t e r s .  We 

d i d n ' t  h a v e  computers i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  b u t  w e  had c o m p l i c a t e d  

e l e c t r o n i c  systems. P a t i e n t s  c o u l d  be moved from one place 

t o  a n o t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e g u l a t i n g  o f f i c e r .  So t h e  
Commanding General o f  t h e  A i r  Force by t h i s  War Department  
C i r c u l a r  1 4 0  g o t  w h a t  h e  wanted--command of h i s  personnel. 
I f  somebody was so b a d l y  i n j u r e d  t h a t  h e  was g o i n g  t o  
require  6 months  t o  2 4  months  of h o s p i t a l  care, h e  was sent  
t o  a g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l .  The Army d e c i d e d  l a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  

would  s e n d  p a t i e n t s  on t o  t h e  v e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l s .  

The  Army A i r  F o r c e s  t r i e d  i t s  best  t o  g e t  gene ra l  h o s p i t a l s  
o v e r s e a s .  The m o s t  w e  e v e r  got i n  I t a l y ,  as I recal l ,  were 
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G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army, G e n e r a l  K i r k ,  s t a n d p o i n t - - w e  had to  

h a v e ,  a s  he  p u t  i t ,  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  a v a i l a b l e  j u s t  l i k e  

f iremen. " I f  t h e y  s a t  a l l  d a y  l o n g ,  t h a t  was p e r f e c t l y  a l l  
r i g h t ;  f i r e m e n  d o ,  too." He made t h a t  s ta tement  b e f o r e  t h e  

Amer ican  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  House of  Delegates ,  and i t  was 
one  of t h e  b e s t  s t a t emen t s  €or t h e  A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  
i n  wh ich  we t r i e d  to  use t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s k i l l s  o f  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r s .  We u t i l i z e d  i t  when we were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  a 

separate m e d i c a l  s e rv i ce  4 y e a r s  l a t e r .  P e o p l e  s a y ,  "How 

d i d  you ge t  t h e  College of  S u r g e o n s  and t h e  A m e r i c a n  Med ica l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  and  S p e c i a l t y  B o a r d s  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  Commanding 

General  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  Force i n  1 9 4 9  s h o u l d  have  

command of h i s  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ? "  A l i t t l e  s i d e  issue o n  

t h i s ,  K i r k  had o t h e r  problems. He was n o t  popular w i t h  many 
o f  t h e  commanding gene ra l s .  For example, h e  l a n d e d  i n  t h e  

P h i l i p p i n e s ,  and MacAr thur  [Gen of t h e  Army Douglas]  r e f u s e d  

t o  see him and  t o l d  hiin h e  c o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  a i r b a s e  a t  
C l a r k  F i e l d  and  t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  he on  t h e  n e x t  plane o u t .  He 
w o u l d n ' t  l e t  him v i s i t  any of t h e  medical e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  

t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s .  

G e n e r a l  K i r k  a l s o  w e n t  to E n g l a n d ,  and h e  and  Genera l  Hood 

[ L t  Gen S i r  A l e x a n d e r ]  of t h e  R o y a l  M e d i c a l  Corps of t h e  

B r i t i s h  Army had a d i s c u s s i o n ,  and  t h e y  r e a c h e d  t h e  

agreement t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  services  of t h e  t h r e e  f o r c e s  

s h o u l d  be  c o n s o l i d a t e d  and  t h e y  would work i n t e n s e l y  to  
e f f e c t  t h i s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  so t h a t  i n  e a c h  c o u n t r y  o n l y  o n e  

m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  would obtain.  I n  B r i t a i n ,  as is 
w e l l  known, a n y t h i n g  t h a t  is pol icy h a s  to  be  d i s c u s s e d  o n  

t h e  f l o o r  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  and t h e  gove rnmen t  t a k e s  a n  
o f f i c i a l  pos i t i on .  A f t e r  3 y e a r s  o f  i n s i d e  d i s c u s s i o n  and a 

Royal c o m m i s s i o n  and so f o r t h ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n s e  

s t a t e d  t o  P a r l i a m e n t  t h a t  so long as  t h e r e  was a command of 

a s e r v i c e  t h a t  commander s h o u l d  have  command of h i s  own 
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m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  I t  was used  i n  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committee h e a r i n g s  when e f f o r t s  were made to  

g e t  a s epa ra t e  A i r  Force M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e ,  so i t  was e a s y  t o  
f i n d  o u t  wha t  K i r k  and Hood were d o i n g  b e c a u s e  a l l  o n e  need 

d o  was f o l l o w  t h e  p a g e s  of  P a r l i a m e n t .  K i r k  l a t e r  t o ld  m e  
one day  t h a t ,  yes ,  h e  had d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  w i t h  Hood and t h a t  

h e  had d i s c u s s e d  t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  w i t h  G e n e r a l  E i senhower .  

I n  1949 when I was o n  t h e  Cooper  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  Depar tmen t  
of D e f e n s e ,  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l  

[James V., S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ] ,  we h e l d  o p e n  h e a r i n g s .  

T h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  t o  b e  h e a r d  was Secre ta ry  F o r r e s t a l  o n  t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  a u n i f i e d  medical s e r v i c e .  Why d i d  we h o l d  t h e s e  

h e a r i n g s ?  Genera l  E i s e n h o w e r  i n  1948 and 1 9 4 9  was p r e s i d e n t  

o f  Columbia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  b u t  h e  h e l d  a s p e c i a l  p o s i t i o n .  

F o r r e s t a l  had d e s i g n a t e d  him t o  s i t  as a c t i n g  Cha i rman  o f  

t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s .  Meet ings o f  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  had a 

p r e p a r e d  agenda  which  t h e  s t a f f s  of  t h e  t h r e e  d e p a r t m e n t s  

worked  o u t .  On 25 F e b r u a r y  1949  t h e y  had f i n i s h e d  t h e  

a g e n d a ,  and Genera l  E i s e n h o w e r  s a i d ,  "Gent lemen,  I h a v e  

s o m e t h i n g .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  going  now f o r  5 weeks ,  and w e  

h a v e n ' t  a g r e e d  on  a n y t h i n g ,  b u t  h e r e  is s o m e t h i n g  I am s u r e  

w e  w i l l  a l l  agree on. T h a t ' s  a p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  

D e f e n s e  t h a t  h e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a s i n g l e  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s . "  N o t  b e i n g  an 
a g e n d a  i t e m ,  h e  d i d  n o t  c a l l  f o r  a vote o n  it. No o n e  

p r e s e n t  o b j e c t e d .  I t  was s e n t  to For re s t a l ,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

o f  D e f e n s e .  General E i s e n h o w e r  d e l i v e r e d  t h i s  h a n d w r i t t e n  

m e m o  t o  S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l ,  demanding f o r m a t i o n  of  a s i n g l e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e .  Then For res ta l  t o l d  

M r .  Cooper [ C h a r l e s ] ,  who was t h e  Deputy  f o r  M e d i c a l  and 
H e a l t h  A f f a i r s ,  t o  h o l d  h e a r i n g s  o n  t h i s  proposal.  T h a t ' s  

how it  happened  t h a t  f i r s t  Fo r re s t a l  and t h e n  E i senhower  
a p p e a r e d  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g s .  T h e  committee d e c i d e d  t h a t  I 
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s h o u l d  be t h e  q u e s t i o n e r  of E i s e n h o w e r .  G e n e r a l  Hawley was 

o n  t h e  committee a s  w e l l  as General B l i s s  [Maj Gen 

Raymond W.1 and A d m i r a l  Swanson [RAdm C l i f f o r d  A . 1 .  I was a 
c i v i l i a n  a t  t h e  time. I n  f a c t  I was a t  O h i o  S t a t e ,  and I 

came back  f o r  t h i s  m e e t i n g .  I l i s t e n e d  t o  E i s e n h o w e r  

p r e s e n t  h i s  i d e a ,  and I s a i d  t o  him, " G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r ,  

i s n ' t  t h a t  exac t ly  t h e  same p l a n  t h a t  G e n e r a l  K i r k  p r e s e n t e d  

2 y e a r s  ago  and t h e  same p lan  t h a t  you h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  to  t h e  

Army?" He s a i d ,  " Y e s . "  I s a i d ,  "Well, it was t u r n e d  down 

a t  t h a t  t ime.  I: wonder  w h a t  t h e r e  is  a b o u t  t h a t  t h a t  you 

f i n d  so good?"  He s a i d ,  " I  t h i n k  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  s h o u l d  

h a v e  t h e i r  own u n i f o r m s .  T h e  Director o f  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  

s h o u l d  b e  nn  an e q u a l  l e v e l  and s i t  .with t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  

when t h e y  d i s c u s s  any m e d i c a l  m a t t e r s ,  and h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  

e q u a l  a u t h o r i t y .  " I s a i d ,  "What co lor  u n i f o r m  would  you 
propose?" "Well," h e  s a i d ,  "it c o u l d  b e  green ,  o r  it c o u l d  

be  pu rp le .  T h e  N e d i c a l  Corps colors h a v e  always been s i l v e r  

a n d  purple. T h a t  would  make a good u n i f o r m . "  I s a i d ,  "How 

wou ld  t h i s  f o r c e  f u n c t i o n  t o  meet t h e  n e e d s  of a d i v i s i o n  or 
a corps or a n  army o r  a f l e e t  of t h e  Navy o r  an  a i r  f o r c e  or 
a n  a i r  f o r c e  w i n g ?  Who would  a s s i g n  t h e s e  people?" "Oh, 

t h e  R e s e r v e  d o c t o r s  coming i n  c o u l d  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h o s e  

d u t i e s . "  Remember, h e r e  is  a man who commanded t h e  b i g g e s t  

f o r c e  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  ever p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  the f i e l d .  The 

o t h e r  members o€ t h e  committee s t a r t ed  to ask q u e s t i o n s ,  and 

h e  s a i d ,  " D o n ' t  a s k  m e  these  q u e s t i o n s ;  a s k  G e n e r a l  Hawley 

o r  General B l i s s .  They  are t h e  ones t h a t  gave m e  t h i s  

p l a n . "  A f t e r w a r d s  h e  came up t o  me--1 t h i n k  w e  were b o t h  

h a v i n g  d i n n e r  t h a t  n i g h t  i n  t h e  A r m y  Navy C lub .  H e  s a i d ,  
" M e i l i n g ,  why are you so h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  Army M e d i c a l  
D e p a r t m e n t ? "  I s a i d ,  "I am n o t  h o s t i l e .  I s e r v e d  q u i t e  a 
f e w  years  i n  i t .  I t h i n k  i t  h a s  g r e a t  mer i t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  

t h e  A i r  Force n e e d s  i t s  own medical s e r v i c e .  I d o  n o t  t h i n k  

t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  is t h e  way to so lve  t h e  m e d i c a l  

n e e d s  of t h e  Armed F o r c e s . "  " W e l l , "  E i s e n h o w e r  s t a t e d ,  "you 
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h a v e  all t h i s  d u p l i c a t i o n  of h o s p i t a l s . "  I s a i d ,  " W e  w i l l  

g e t  r i d  of t h e  d u p l i c a t i o n .  You d o n ' t  h a v e  to  k i l l  t i e  

services  to s o l v e  a p r o b l e m  t h a t  is a command p rob lem.  I f  

you  h a v e  t e n  h o s p i t a l s  and you o n l y  need t h r e e ,  a l l  t h e  

commanding o f E i c e r  h a s  to  do is s a y  c lose them."  H e  s a i d ,  
" B u t  t h i n k  o f  wha t  Congress"- -1  s a i d ,  " I t ' s  d command 

d e c i s i o n .  I f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  w h a t  C o n g r e s s  is 
g o i n g  t o  s a y  i f  t h e y  no  l o n g e r  h a v e  a h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e i r  

community,  w e  w i l l  n eve r  s o l v e  t h i s  problem. " ( S e e  Appendix 

B )  

L a t e r ,  when he  was SHAPE [Supreme H e a d q u a r t e r s  A l l i e d  Powers  

Europe1  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  I v i s i t e d  h i i n  s e v e r a l  times. We had 

some very i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  and l a t e r  when he  became 

P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  he  i n v i t e d  m e  t o  become a n  

A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  i n  t h e  C a b i n e t .  H e  d i d  n o t  want m e  i n  
t h e  Department o f  D e f e n s e  [DOD] where  I had b e e n ,  b u t  he  

w a n t e d  me i n  t h e  Depar tment  o f  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and 
Welfare. I t o l d  him t h a t  I would not leave Columbus t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h a t  and  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I would d o  would be 

t o  come back  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  Defense. He s a i d ,  "Did 

y o u  e v e r  t h i n k  i n  a p o s i t i o n  a t  C a b i n e t  l e v e l  you c o u l d  have  

more i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  you c o u l d  when you are  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

a n  o p e r a t i o n ? "  I s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  see t h e  Department of  

D e f e n s e  responsible €or operations. They a r e  pol icy and 

programs. The o p e r a t i o n s  are  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  

commanding g e n e r a l s  o r  t h e  commanding a d m i r a l s . "  I saw him 

o n c e  a f t e r  h e  was o u t  o f  t h e  W h i t e  House, and he  was 
c o m p l i m e n t a r y .  He t h o u g h t  we were moving f o r w a r d .  H e  e v e n  
w e n t  so f a r  a s  t o  s a y ,  "I d o n ' t  t h i n k  a s i n g l e  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e  would h a v e  s e r v e d  t h e  three forces t h e  way t h e y  need 

t o  be s e r v e d , "  w h i c h  w a s  q u i t e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  
h e  a l s o  s a i d ,  " I  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why you c a n ' t  p u t  Army and 
v e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l s  t o g e t h e r .  " I s a i d ,  " G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r ,  
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you and G e n e r a l  P e r s h i n g  have  been  v e r y  famous  p a t i e n t s  a t  
Xai ter  Reed.  Would you h a v e  been  happy i n  a v e t e r a n s  

h o s p i t a l ? "  "You are  t a k i n g  i t  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t . "  I s a i d ,  "No. 

Would you have  b e e n  a happy p a t i e n t ,  and would you have  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  t rea tment  t h a t  you r e c e i v e d  a t  Walter Reed had 

y o u  gone  t o  t h e  v e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l  u p  on Wisconsin Avenue?" 

B e  s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  drop i t ."  So I d o n ' t  know i f  I e v e r  
z o n v i n c e d  him. 

I t h i n k  you need  to h a v e  a E e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  manner  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t  and  t h e  Surgeon Genera l ' s  O f f i c e  

d e v e l o p e d  gene ra l  h o s p i t a l s  f rom 1900  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day.  

I n  SO d o i n g  t h e y  had a n  e l i t i s t  g r o u p  p u r e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

were a s s i g n e d  t h e r e ,  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were top 
i n  t h e i r  s p e c i a l t y  f i e l d .  By so d o i n g  t h e y  c a u s e d  f r i c t i o n  

w i t h i n  t h e i r  own f o r c e s ;  f o r  example, G e n e r a l  Kenner and 

G e n e r a l  Hawley are b e a u t i f u l  examples of f i e l d  s o l d i e r s  who 
n e v e r  commanded and  s e r v e d  v e r y  l i t t l e  t i m e  i n  genera l  
h o s p i t a l s  b u t  who were v e r y  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  f i e l d  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r s .  I t h i n k  t h e  same w a s  t r u e ,  f o r  example, i n  t h e  
Navy. Admi ra l  Swanson who was Surgeon General--wel l ,  we c a n  

g o  back f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h a t .  The one p r e c e d i n g  him, Vice Adm 

Ross McIntire was Surgeon General  and p e r s o n a l  p h y s i c i a n  t o  
M r .  R o o s e v e l t .  H e  b r a g g e d  to  m e  t h a t  h e  had n e v e r  been on a 
d e s t r o y e r  or a s u b m a r i n e ,  t h a t  t h a t  was n o  place €or a 
" q u a l i f i e d "  doctor.  The Navy in fo rmed  m e  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  

coininand t h a t  t h e y  were h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  w i t h  s n o r k e l  
s u b m a r i n e s .  I s a i d ,  "I w i l l  go and r i d e  one 2 o r  3 d a y s ,  

a n d  l e t ' s  see w h a t  t h e  problems a r e ,  I would l i k e  t o  t a k e  

a l o n g  some s p e c i a l i s t s . "  We d i d .  We came back ,  and Admi ra l  

Swanson said to  m e ,  " Y o u  m u s t  be  c r a z y .  Why would you want  
t o  go down i n  a ' p i g  b o a t ' ? "  T h a t  was a n ickname €o r  
s u b m a r i n e s .  " I t  was bad enough when I ,  as a l i e u t e n a n t  
commander,  was a s s i g n e d  to  a f l a t t o p .  I am a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  
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e a r ,  n o s e ,  and t h r o a t .  You need t o  be t h e  c h i e f  of s e r v i c e  

i n  a b i g  h o s p i t a l .  Then  y o u r  c i v i l i a n  c o n f r e r e s  w i l l  

respect  you. " 

A f t e r  World War I1 t h i s  became even  more d i f f i c u l t .  The 

Army, Navy, and t h e  Army A i r  Forces had g i v e n  commissions to  
doc tors  who had s p e c i a l t y  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  from t h e  Amer ican  

b o a r d s  one and sometimes tdo r a n k s  h i g h e r  when t h e y  came on 
a c t i v e  d u t y  t h a n  somebody who d i d n ' t  h a v e  h i s  s p e c i a l t y  

ce r t iE ica t ion .  They got  more pay;  t h e y  had more rank .  When 

t h e  v e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l s  came a l o n g  i n  1 9 4 6  w i t h  t h e i r  b i g  

e x p a n s i o n ,  t h e  VA j u s t  s a i d ,  "Anybody w i t h  b o a r d  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  g e t s  $ 6 , 0 0 0  more a y e a r  t h a n  anyone  who 

d o e s n ' t  have  i t ,  and f o r  e v e r y  1 0  y e a r s  of board 
c e r t i E i c a t i o n ,  you g e t  a n o t h e r  $5,000. "  So i n  t h e  & m y ,  

Navy,  and t h e  A r m y  A i r  Forces, t h e  d r i v e  was on to g e t  sent  
t o  a r e s i d e n c y  t r a i n i n g  program. T h i s  w a s  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  medical services  of t h e  A r m y  A i r  

Forces and t h e  A i r  Force----  

(End Tape  4, S i d e  2 )  

M: We were d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  p rob lem o f  r e s i d e n c y  and boa rd  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  We had l i e u t e n a n t  colonels and  colonels  i n  
1 9 4 6  and 1 9 4 7  b e i n g  s e n t  t o  become r e s i d e n t s  so they  c o u l d  

q u a l i f y  f o r  b o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Board c e r t i f i c a t i o n  was 
t h e  end a l l  o f  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  i n  t h a t  

p e r i o d  o f  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  and 1 9 5 0 s .  The m i l i t a r y  and t h e  
Ve te rans  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  were g i v i n g  more money; advanced  

r a n k  was f o r t h c o m i n g  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  b o a r d  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I t  was a m u s i n g  to m e .  I n  1 9 4 8  I f i r s t  

j o i n e d  S e c r e t a r y  Fo r re s t a l ' s  s t a f f  as a c o n s u l t a n t .  I was 

t h e  o n l y  one who had q u a l i f i e d  by t a k i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
and  was t r u l y  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d .  The t h r e e  S u r g e o n s  Genera l  
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had  h o n o r a r y  b o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  I was t h e  o n l y  o n e  a t  t o p  

l e v e l ,  and t h i s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Army, Navy, A i r  F o r c e ,  t he  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and t h e  

S u r g e o n  Genera l  of t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .  They had a l l  

received h o n o r a r y  b o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Yet t h e y  would argue 
d a y  i n  and d a y  o u t  w i t h  m e  why w e  needed  more r e s i d e n c i e s ,  

n o t  what  we were d o i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  se rv ice ,  b u t  why we needed  

more r e s i d e n c i e s ,  why we needed  more people i n  r e s i d e n c y  
t r a i n i n g .  T h i s  was a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e .  I t  was a time 
when few m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  wan ted  t o  g o  t o  A i r  U n i v e r s i t y  
[ A U I ,  Command and Genera l  S t a f f  S c h o o l ,  o r  t h e  N a v a l  War 

Col lege.  T h a t  w o u l d n ' t  l e a d  a n y p l a c e .  I f  you wanted  t o  g e t  
someplace, you had t o  b e  b o a r d  c e r t i f i e d  r e g a r d l e s s  of your 
r a n k  . 
When t h e  A i r  Force became a separate  medical service i n  
1 9 4 9 ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  f o l l o w  Genera l  G r o w ' s  p l a n ,  b u t  both 

G e n e r a l  Armstrong and h i s  d e p u t y ,  General Ogle [Maj Gen 

Dan C . 1 ,  were v e r y  i n s i s t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  h o s p i t a l s .  By 
t h e  t i m e  O g l e  f i n i s h e d  h i s  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  term, I t h i n k ,  

t h e  A i r  Force had s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  1 9 0  h o s p i t a l s .  H e  i s s u e d  a 
d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  i n  answer ing  t h e  phone  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  

s h o u l d  s a y ,  " T h i s  is Doctor So-and-so" and n o t  g i v e  t h e i r  

r a n k .  By u s i n g  t h e  term d o c t o r ,  t h e y  would impress khe  
m i l i t a r y  people t h a t  t h e y  were p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  and 

t h e  A i r  F o r c e  m i l i t a r y  would come t o  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h o s p i t a l s  
i n s t e a d  of t r y i n g  t o  go to  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  of t h e  Army. I 

h a t e  to  c a l l  i t  a c lass  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was a s o c i a l  
d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  w h e r e  you were a s s i g n e d  t h a t  s o r t  o f  i m p l i e d  

t o  t h e  nonmed ica l  p u b l i c  t h a t  you were a b e t t e r  p h y s i c i a n  

t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  c h a p  who w a s n ' t  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

T h i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  Army and t h e  Navy and t h e  A i r  Force 
t h e  l i n e  o f f i c e r ' s  a t t i t u d e .  He had  g r e a t  F a i t h  and g r e a t  

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i s  f l i g h t  surgeon b e c a u s e  h e  saw him e v e r y  



d a y ;  he  f l e w  w i t h  h i m ;  a n y  p r o b l e m s  he  had ,  m e d i c a l  or 
o t h e r w i s e .  he  c o u l d  t a k e  t o  him. Bu t  w h e n  h i s  y o u n g s t e r  h a d  

a b r a i n  tumor  o r  h i s  w i f e  had a g a l l  b l a d d e r  p r o b l e m ,  " D o n ' t  

you t h i n k  we o u g h t  to send  h e r  to  one o f  t h e  Army g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l s ? "  T h i s  u sed  to i r r i t a t e  t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  who 

were q u a l i f i e d  and  a s s i g n e d  to h o s p i t a l s  so t h a t  t h e  A i r  

Force d e v e l o p e d  t h e  b i g  h o s p i t a l  a t  W r i g h t ,  o n e  a t  Andrews 

[ A F B  MDI, and t h e  one a t  Keesler [ A F B  M S ] .  A t  K e l l y  [AFB 

TXI, t h e y  d e v e l o p e d  W i l f o r d  H a l l ,  e t  cetera.  They n e v e r  

ca l l ed  them genera l  h o s p i t a l s ,  b u t  t h e y  ca l l ed  them A i r  

F o r c e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r s .  

I t  was a c a r r y o v e r  o f  t h i s  p rob lem t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  b e f o r e  

Wor ld  War I and b e t w e e n  World War I and  Wor ld  N a r  I1 t h a t  

o n e  had t o  h a v e  a s p e c i a l  name o n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  t h a t  

i n d i c a t e d  h e  as a p h y s i c i a n  was b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  b e c a u s e  he  

was a s s i g n e d  t h e r e .  Even i f  one had b o a r d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  i n  
surgery  or  s o m e t h i n g  e lse ,  i f  he  w a s n ' t  a s s i g n e d  t o  one of 

t h e  b i g  h o s p i t a l s  w h e r e  t h e y  t a u g h t  r e s i d e n t s ,  he  w a s n ' t  

q u i t e  a s  good. I n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  t h e  t e a c h i n g  h o s p i t a l s  were 
t h e  o n e s  t h a t  were c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and had  

r e s i d e n c y  t r a i n i n g  programs. What i t  cos t  t h e  American 
p u b l i c  and t h e  t h r e e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  I h a v e  no i d e a .  R u t  t h e  
main tenance  of r e s i d e n c e  programs i n  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  f rom 

1 9 4 6  on meant  t h a t  o n e  had t o  f i n d  p a t i e n t s  t h a t  would k e e p  

r e s i d e n t s  happy.  So you had t o  t r a n s f e r  p a t i e n t s  to t h e  

b u i l d i n g  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  wha t  i t  was cal led--US Nava l  

H o s p i t a l ,  A r m y  General  H o s p i t a l ,  A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r .  

T h i s  h a s  c a u s e d  a l o t  of p r o b l e m s ,  and i f  o n e  d o e s n ' t  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  and see it i n  r e f l e c t i o n ,  he  w i l l  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f r i c t i o n  and  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  

t h a t  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  A r m y  Med ica l  S e r v i c e  and  t h e  A i r  

Force i l e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  and  t h e  Navy M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e .  I t h i n k  

t h e  b e s t  example of t h a t  was t h e  Deputy S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  
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of t h e  Army, t h e  d a y  t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force Medical S e r v i c e  came 

i n ,  1 . Ju ly ,  made a b e t  OE $10 t h a t  t h e  new service w o u l d  

f a l l  on i ts  face by 1 Janua ry  1950 because t h e y  d i d n ' t  have  
a n y  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  and no d o c t o r s  would s e r v e  w i t h  t h e m  

i f  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  s e rve  i n  a g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l .  H e  t h o u g h t  

t h e  A i r  Force would g e t  a l o t  oE people t h a t  w e r e n ' t  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  advancemen t .  W e l l ,  h e  l o s t  his 
b e t ,  and t h e  A i r  Force h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a v e r y  good q u a l i t y  of 
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  I t h i n k  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  stress h o s p i t a l s  
t o d a y .  I t h i n k  it was w o n d e r f u l  t h a t  Gen P a u l  Myers [ L t  Gen 

P a u l  W.1, S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  made it  p o s s i b l e  f o r  e v e r y b o d y  i n  
t h e  Rir Force M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  to  f i n d  o u t  wha t  t h e i r  cornhat 

a s s i g n m e n t  would be.  I t h i n k  m i l i t a r y  p h y s i c i a n s  were 
r e a l l y  somewhat t a k e n  a b a c k  when t h e y  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  Nyers '  

c o n c e p t  of war m o b i l i z a t i o n  was t o  send  A i r  Force p a t i e n t s  

t o  t h e  n e x t  a v a i l a b l e  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  whom t h e  A i r  

Force h a s  a c o n t r a c t .  M o b i l i z e  t h e  people i n  t h i s  A i r  Force 
h o s p i t a l  t o  go o u t  w i t h  t h e  f l y i n g  forces and  c a l l  i n  
t h e  Reserve to  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t y .  
T h i s  was q u i t e  a s h o c k  to  many who t h o u g h t ,  "God, t h e  

R e g u l a r s  w i l l  t a k e  a l l  t h a t  f i e l d  work." R u t  I t h i n k  i t  is 
r e a l i s t i c .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  w e  a r e  going to h a v e  3 t o  1 2  

m o n t h s  to  m o b i l i z e .  I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  t o  work w i t h  what  we 
h a v e ,  I t  is s i l l y  n o t  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  b e d s  and  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  

i n  large c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l s .  By c l e a r i n g  e l e c t i v e  s u r g e r y ,  

c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l s  would h a v e  ample b e d s  t o  t a k e  m i l i t a r y  

p a t i e n t s .  We m i g h t  h a v e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  f o r  a month or  t w o  

a b o u t  d e p e n d e n t s .  We m i g h t  f i n d  t h a t  o b s t e t r i c a l  cases weif 
h a n d l e d  on a lh- t o  2-day term ins t ead  of 5 d a y s .  b u t  i t ' s  a 

r e a l i s t i c  p l a n  t h a t  c a n  € u n c t i o n .  

Germany was p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  to s t u d y  a f t e r  t h e  war. 

I was on t h e  US S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y  [ U S S B S l  a n d  found 
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o u t  t h a t  t h e y  had E r o m  t h e  v e r y  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e i r  e x p a n - '  ion 
n o t  t r i e d  t o  b u i l d  b ig  h o s p i t a l s .  Wieshadcn  i s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  

t o  t h e  case. They had u s e d  one or two f l o o r s  o f  e x i s t i n g  

c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l s ,  u n i v e r s i t y ,  c o u n t y ,  and c i t y .  Then t h e y  

h a d  gone  i n t o  t h e  resor t  areas and  t a k e n  o v e r  resort h o t e l s  

f o r  c o n v a l e s c e n t  and d e f i n i t i v e  care.  They  c o n s e r v e d  t h e i r  

medical resources f o r  both c i v i l i a n  and  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  way. 

They  s a v e d  a t r e m e n d o u s  amount of money i n  t h e  form of 
b u i l d i n g s .  The  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  had m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  b u i l t ,  

so  I a m  t h e  l a s t  o n e  to s u g g e s t  t h a t  we t e a r  them down. I 

do thin!? when i t  comes t o  personnel w e  h a v e  to  e v a l u a t e  both 

s i d e s  of t h e  co in - -wha t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  n e e d s  and wha t  t h e  

c i v i l i a n  sector needs--and d i v i d e  them a c c o r d i n g l y  so t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  and  1 9 5 0 s  i s n ' t  

r epea ted ;  namely ,  a n  attempt f o r  c o e q u a l  s t a t u s  w i t h  t h e  

c i v i l i a n  s ide  by h a v i n g  b i g  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  and b i g  

m i l i t a r y  c l i n i c s  to compete w i t h  poplilar b i g  c i v i l i a n  

c l i n i c s .  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e v e l o p e d  a prograin t h a t  was n o t  

r e a l i s t i c  and  n o t  t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  o u r  p e r s o n n e l  by 

b o t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  sectors. 

C :  G e n e r a l  M e i l i n g ,  I wou ld  l i k e  to  proceed a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  o f  

d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  h o s p i t a l s .  I 
would  l i k e  t o  a s k  you i f  d u r i n g  w a r t i m e  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s - - t h a t  is ,  moving from a 

peacetime t o  a w a r t i m e  envi ronment - -was  any  real  problem? 
E x a c t l y  how d i d  w e  mobil ize  t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  compan ies  t o  
p r o v i d e  t h e  types of medical s u p p l i e s  w e  n e e d e d ?  

M: I t h i n k  o n e  mus t  k e e p  i n  mind t h a t  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  you have  

s u p p l i e s  t h a t  h a v e  a l i m i t e d  l i f e  and you h a v e  s u p p l i e s ,  
l i k e  bandages  and so f o r t h ,  t h a t  can be stored i n  proper 
s i t u a t i o n s  for  y e a r s .  D u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11, t h e  rapid 

e x p a n s i o n  o f  f o r c e s  and t h e  movement of f o r c e s  i n t o  t h e  
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P a c i f i c  and t h e  European t h e a t e r  and t h e  l e n d - l e a s e  demands 

c a u g h t  the m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  p r o c u r e m e n t  l i t e r a l l y  w i t h  t h e i r  

p a n t s  down. I t  was almost d i s a s t r o u s  w h a t  happened  t o  
m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  i n  t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  campa ign .  S e c r e t a r y  

S t i m s o n  b r o u g h t  i n  N r .  V o o r h e e s  [ T r a c y ,  Cha i rman  of  

Committee on H e a l t h  A f f a i r s 1  t o  solve t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  
d i s a s t e r  and t h e n  go to E n g l a n d  and  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  medical 

supp l i e s  so t h a t  t h e  s h i p m e n t  o f  supplies got t o  t h e  areas 
w h e r e  t h e y  were needed .  Durincj my term a s  A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of Defense,  one of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  w e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  

i n  suppl ies  was t o  h a v e  a c e n t r a l  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  catalog 
which  s e r v e d  a l l  t h r e e  f o r c e s .  We a l so  r e d u c e d  t h e  number 

o f  [medical  s u p p l y  d e p o t s  i n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  so 
t h a t  t h e  number o f  p e r i s h a b l e s  and t h e  n o n p e r i s h a b l e s  i n  t h e  

s u p p l i e s  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  s h e l v e s  i n  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  

p laces  r a t h e r  t h a n  maybe 2 0  o r  30 .  I remember i n  World F7ar 
I1 t h e  m i l i t a r y  was very much i n t e re s t ed  i n  t h e  deve lopmen t  

a n d  t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  a v a c c i n e  f o r  wh ich  one of t h e  l a r g e  

p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  companies was u s i n g  h o r s e s ;  t h e y  were 
b l e e d i n g  t h e  h o r s e s .  They had  a b o u t  900  h o r s e s .  They came 
i n  t o  u s  and s a i d ,  "Look, we a re  m a t c h i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  of 

p r o d u c i n g  your v a c c i n e ,  b u t  w e  h a v e  some p r o b l e m s .  We h a v e  

t o  d i s p o s e  of X h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  eggs every d a y  and X tons 
of manure e v e r y  Cay. The  egg is i n n o c u l a t e d  a n d  t h e n  

i n c u b a t e d ,  and  w e  c a n  th row it  o u t .  The f a r m e r s  i n  a r a d i u s  

o f  a b o u t  50 miles of o u r  b ig  p l a n t  are w i l l i n g  to come and 

g e t  t h e s e  e g g s  t o  Eeed t o  t h e i r  p i g s ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ' t  have  

a n y  s p e c i a l  g a s o l i n e  r a t i o n  to  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e i r  own ra t ion  
of g a s o l i n e .  The same t h i n g  w i t l l  manure.  We c a n ' t  h a u l  i t  

away. C a n  you g e t  u s  gaso l ine  from t h e  F u e l  a n d  E n e r g y  

B o a r d  to support  t h e  farmers?" W e  found  out  t h a t  t h e y  

f i n a l l y  t o o k  a f a r m  f i e l d  of many acres,  and  t h e y  j u s t  t ook  

t h e  m a n u r e  o u t  t h e r e  and  made a compost p i l e  w h i c h ,  a f t e r  
t h e  war,  t h e y  s o l d  as f e r t i l i z e r  f o r  p e o p l e ' s  g a r d e n s .  Here 
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o n e  of t h e  b i g  p r o b l e m s  was n o t  i n  m e e t i n g  o u r  demands,  i t  

was g e t t i n g  r i d  of t h e  was te  p r o d u c t .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  t h i n g s  
t h a t  ? n t e r  i n  to m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  p r o d u c t i o n .  F u n d a m e n t a l l y  

u n i t s  w i t h  t a b l e s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  be r e s u p p l i e d  when 

t h e y  a r e  s e n t  overseas.  The r e s u p p l y  w i l l  be on a 30-day or  

a GO-day or a 90-day b a s i s ,  d e p e n d i n g  on  wha t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  

O f  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  we have .  For example ,  i f  you had a n  
X-ray mach ine  i n  y o u r  b i g  h o s p i t a l ,  e v e r y  90 d a y s  you would 

' Je t  a new t u b e .  Assuming t h a t  t h e  t u b e  was b u r n t  ou t  or 
b r o k e n ,  t h e n  you would have  t o  have a r e s u p p l y .  T h i s  is 
t r u e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  e x p e n d a b l e  e q u i p m e n t  i n  a h o s p i t a l .  B u t  

now t h e  A i r  Force--1 am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  Wor ld  War 11--d id  n o t  
h a v e  h o s p i t a l s .  I t  had d i s p e n s a r i e s .  A l l  t h e  m e d i c a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  were t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o€ t h e  A r m y  i n  oversea: ;  

t h e a t e r s  so  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i s i t i o n  o f  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  f rom 

t h e  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  d e p o t  i n  a g i v e n  t h e a t e r  was sub jec t  t o  
w h a t  t h e y  had a b o a r d  and  depended on how t h e s e  s u p p l i e s  g o t  

t o  them. I c a n  reca l l  s e v e r a l  requests t h a t  we had .  One 

f r o m  t h e  P a c i f i c  d i d n ' t  d o  w i t h  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s ,  b u t  t h e  

c h i e f  AAF m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  wanted  w h i s k e y  to  be g i v e n  t o  t h e  

crews of t h e  bombers  when t h e y  came f rom long  overwater 
m i s s i o n s  i n  b e c a u s e  t h e  Navy was d o i n g  i t .  The M e d i c a l  

Department would  n o t  buy w h i s k e y  except  as p a r t  o f  m e d i c a l  

s u p p l y .  General A r n o l d  t o l d  u s  t o  g e t  t h e  w h i s k e y  and g e t  

i t  a b o a r d  a boat an3 g e t  i t  s e n t  o u t  t h e r e .  Whiskey,  you 
may reca l l ,  was ra t ioned  d u r i n g  World War I1 i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  B u t  we s u c c e e d e d  i n  g e t t i n g  a r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  
f r e i g h t e r  f i l l e d  w i t h  wh i skey .  Because of t h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  

of t h i s ,  we had o u r  f l i g h t  surgeons  i s s u e  a p re sc r ip t ion .  
When t h e  f l i e r s  came back  and t h e y  were d e b r i e f e d ,  t h e y  each 

go t  a p r e s c r i p t i o n  f o r  2 o u n c e s  of whiskey .  Many of  them 
d i d n ' t  w a n t  to  d r i n k  i t  t h e n ;  t h e y  wanted  to w a i t  u n t i l  t h e y  

were on crew re s t  for 3 or  4 d a y s .  Then  t h e y  would go i n  

w i t h  f i v e  or s i x  of t h e s e  prescr ipt ions,  and t h e y  would come 
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away w i t h  a small b o t t l e .  I t  was a g r e a t  morale b u i l d e r ,  

b u t  t h e  Army Medical Department o b j e c t e d  to t h i s  o n  t h e  

g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e y  needed  t h e  same k i n d  o f  morale b u i l d e r  f o r  

t h e  i n f a n t r y m e n  as t h e y  needed  f o r  t h e  combat f l i e r .  They 
n e v e r  were a b l e  t o  g e t  Genera l  A r n o l d ' s  Order r e s c i n d e d ,  so 
i t  was up  t o  u s  i n  t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n ' s  O f f i c e  to  see t h a t  

t h e s e  s u p p l i e s  wh ich  n o r m a l l y  would have b e e n  m e d i c a l  

s u p p l i e s  were p r o c u r e d  a s  a i r  s u p p l i e s .  

T h e  p r o b l e m  i n  1 9 5 0  o f  t r y i n g  to  r e d u c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  

m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  ca t a log  was t r emendous .  I t h i n k  w e  had 

s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  7 0 , 0 0 0  items i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  supp ly  c a t a l o g .  

By t h e  t ime w e  had one m e d i c a l  supply ca ta log  put  t o g e t h e r  

f o r  t h e  Army, t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  t h e  Navy, and P u b l i c  H e a l t h  
S e r v i c e ,  w e  had r e d u c e d  t h e  items t h a t  were d u p l i c a t e d  

p r e v i o u s l y  i n  t h e  t h r e e  b r a n c h e s  to  a b o u t  3 3 , 0 0 0  items i n  
t h e  catalog. T h a t  s c u n d s  j u s t  l i k e  a l o t  o f  paperwork .  And 

w e  g e t  r i d  o f  pages. B u t  when you t r a n s l a t e  t h a t  i n t o  
t h e  s u p p l i e s  t h a t  a r e  o n  t h e  s h e l f  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  d e p o t s ,  

you  c a n  see t h a t  w e  r e d u c e d  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  s p a c e  

t r e m e n d o u s l y .  N o w  t h e  problem was t h a t  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h e  

m a n u f a c t u r e r  p u t s  i t  t o g e t h e r ,  and h e  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  to 
w a r e h o u s e  it. He wants  t o  g e t  it o u t  of h i s  € a c t o r y  a s  f a s t  

a s  p o s s i b l e .  So you have  c e n t r a l  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y .  Those  

c e n t r a l  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  depots t a k e  care of  t h e  Zone of 
I n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  Zone of Communicat ion,  

a n d  t h e  combat  zone. Each o f  t h o s e  zones  h a s  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  

d e p o t s .  When you g e t  to  t h e  h o s p i t a l s ,  e a c h  s u p p l y  o f f i c e r  

f e e l s  he  is  o n l y  a s  good as  t h e  items he  h a s  on h i s  s h e l v e s  
i n  w a r e h o u s i n g .  T h i s  goes o n  down to t h e  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  

a n d  t o  t h e  d i s p e n s a r y ,  so t h e  user ' s  s u p p l i e s  a r e  depleted 
by t h e  d i s t a n c e  he  is f rom t h e  s u p p l i e r .  Everybody is 
p u t t i q g  s u p p l i e s  o n  h i s  s h e l v e s  so he  c a n  "show a t  

i n v e n t o r y  t h a t  h e  is d o i n g  a good j o b  of m a i n t a i n i n g  
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s u p p l i e s .  " The  medical s e r v i c e s  were p r o b a b l y  t h e  worst 
o f f e n d e r s  i n  t h i s  t h a t  w e  had i n  World War 11. 

I n i t i a l l y ,  i n  1940-41 ,  w e  had  to  g e t  r i d  o f  a l o t  of bandages  

a n d  d r e s s i n g s  t h a t  had been  bough t  and  warehoused  f o r  World 

War I .  You would open  one ,  and  t h e  waxpape r  would c r a c k l e ,  

a n d  you would f i n d  t h a t  t h e  E i b o r s  o f  t h e  bandage  would 

b r e a k  down. Once  w e  got r i d  of t h o s e  and began  to get tile 

new s u p p l i e s  i n ,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  d i d  a qood job. F I L S  

leadtime was v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  s p e c i f i e d  i n  c o n t r a c t i n g .  The 
pe r i shab le s ,  such as v a c c i n e s ,  n a r c o t i c s ,  and cont ro l led  
i tems p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  problems t h a t  you d o n ' t  h a v e  i n  
r e s u p p l y  of  t h e  A i r  Force. I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  w e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e  O f f i c e  o f  i q e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ' s  
O f f i c e  t h a t  w e  began ,  one,  w i t h  a c e n t r a l  c a t a l o g ;  ?NO. w i t h  

a c e n t r a l  p r o c u r e m e n t  f o r  a l l  s e r v i c e s ;  a n d  t h r e e ,  when we 

got  i n t o  Korea, w e  were p r o v i d i n g  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  s e r v i c e s  

f o r  some 50 a l l i e s  t h a t  were i n v o l v e d .  I t  was t h e  same 
t h i n g  w i t h  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  

We w e r e n ' t  t h e  o n l y  c o u n t r y  t h a t  had p r o b l e m s .  When I 

i n t e r r o g a t e d  D r .  Karl  E r a n d t ,  who was t h e  c h i e E  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r  of t h e  German Government ,  he  had  had army, navy,  a i r  
f o r c e ,  t h e  S S ,  and t h e  SA [ S t u r m a b t e i l u n g  [Stormtroopers)l  
u n d e r  h i m  as f a r  a s  m e d i c a l  suppl ies  were c o n c e r n e d .  I s a i d  

t o  him,  "How d i d  you solve them? You d i d n ' t  have  t o t a l  
m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  b u t  you c e r t a i n l y  had con t ro l . "  H e  s a i d ,  "We 

worked  w i t h  D r .  S p e e r ,  who had  c h a r g e  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  
economy o f  Germany, and  w e  r e d u c e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  number 
o f  s u r g i c a l  clamps c a l l e d  h e m o s t a t s  f rom some 67  t y p e s  t h a t  

were a v a i l a b l e  i n  1 9 3 9  t o  7 t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  i n  1 9 4 2 .  
T h e  same thing--we had 2 7 , "  as  I r e c a l l  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  
" d i f € e r e n t  t y p e s  of o p e r a t i n g  tab les .  I t  was r e d u c e d  t o  
two."  The  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t  f a r  u n t i l  our 
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m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  c a t a l o g  i n  1949-50  reduced  t h e  number of 

h e m o s t a t s ,  l e t ' s  s a y ,  or t h e  number of  d i f f e r e n t  o p e r a t i n g  

room t a b l e s  t h a t  a r e  needed  f o r  a m o b i l e  u n i t  v e r s u s  a 
g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l  or  a s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l .  T h e s e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  
Of  l o g i s t i c s  t h a t  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  g o i n g  t o  

exercise t o p  command, s h o u l d  l e a r n  a t  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  War 

C o l l e g e .  I t  is o n l y  by u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of  y o u r  c o u n t r y  t h a t  o n e  l earns  how i n d u s t r i a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  s u p p o r t  t h e  l o g i s t i c  war e f f o r t .  I n  

p e a c e t i m e ,  p r o c u r e m e n t  of s u p p l i e s  is  n o t  much d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  
i n  a l a r g e  community t h a t  h a s  j o i n t  h o s p i t a l  p r o c u r e m e n t .  

F o r  example ,  l e t  u s  say t h e r e  a r e  11 h o s p i t a l s ,  and t h e y  a l l  

buy t h r o u g h  1 p u r c h a s i n g  a g e n t .  T h i s  means t h a t  t h e y  o r d e r  

6 months  i n  a d v a n c e .  They t r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  a low l e v e l  of 
s u p p l i e s  on  t h e  s h e l f  and h a v e  t h e  s u p p l i e r  s e n d  r e s u p p l i e s  

o n  a 10- t o  30-day p e r i o d .  

(End Tape  5 ,  S i d e  1 )  

M: Fo r  a f a c i l i t y  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  O h i o ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  is n o  

more t h a n  6 h o u r s '  d e l i v e r y  time f rom any t y p e  of m e d i c a l  

e q u i p m e n t ,  o n e  d o e s n ' t  need to have  a 90- o r  120-day s u p p l y  

o n  t h e  s h e l v e s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  warehouse .  One c a n  order a s  

n e e d e d .  The  f a c t o r i e s  i n  peacetime are p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  to 
g e a r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n  t o  demand. T h i s  is n o t  t rue  i n  
wartime. U n l e s s  one u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  

i n d u s t r y ,  w h e t h e r  it is p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  or i n s t r u m e n t  o r  

e q u i p m e n t  or  r ioo l  b l a n k e t s  and s h e e t s ,  as a commander h e  is 

a t  t h e  mercy of  w h a t  somebody t e l l s  him. O n e  h a s  to  
c o o r d i n a t e  h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  a l l o c a t i o n  of 

a war  p r o d u c t i o n  b o a r d .  As I s a i d ,  s u p p o s e  one needs  f u e l  

so  h e  c a n  h a u l  away w a s t e  p r o d u c t s  a t  a company t h a t  is  
u s i n g  t h o u s a n d s  and t h o u s a n d s  of  f r e sh  e g g s  and a l o t  of 

b l o o d  f rom horses i n  y o u r  s e r u m  p r o d u c t i o n ?  What d o  you do 
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when you g e t  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  area o f  how to  p r o d u c e  human 

b l o o d  serum as  an a l t e r n a t i v e  to  human b l o o d  f o r  
t r a n s f u s i o n s ?  H o w  d o  you s t o c k p i l e  plasma? D o  you 

s t o c k p i l e  i t  a s  l i q u i d ,  or d o  you s t o c k p i l e  i t  as powder 

t h a t  c a n  be r e a c t i v a t e d  a s  l i q u i d ?  Do you f i n d  a chemical 

t o  t a k e  i t s  p lace?  As you t h i n k  o f  t h i s ,  you have  t o  keep  

i n  mind t h a t  t h e  human b lood  c e l l  is a b o u t  7 micron i n  
d i a m e t e r ,  so a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you m a n u f a c t u r e  m u s t  be w i t h i n  

t h a t  s i z e ,  or  it  w o n ' t  go t h r o u g h  t h e  f i l t r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t h e  

l i v e r  and t h e  k i d n e y .  When a n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  b lood  

program is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  one h a s  to  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Red Cross. 

Did  you know t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  of  our c o u n t r y  

wh ich  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I1 a n d  d u r i n g  Korea had i n d e p e n d e n t  

b l o o d  bank groups t h a t  were n o t  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  Red Cross 
a n d  t h a t  we had t o  d e a l  w i t h  them? 

T o  g i v e  you a n  example of  how d i f f i c u l t  t h i s  supply 

s i t u a t i o n  is, M a c A r t h u r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  A u g u s t  1 9 5 0  s e n t  a 
c a b l e g r a m  to  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  demanding 5 0 0  u n i t s  o f  f r e s h  

b l o o d  t o  be d e l i v e r e d  i n  Japan e v e r y  2 4  h o u r s .  A t  t h i s  time 
€resh b lood  h a s  a p o t e n t i a l  l i f e  of 3 0  d a y s .  So w h a t  w e  d i d  

was take b lood  t h a t  was g a t h e r e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s e a b o a r d  and 

s e n d  i t  t o  t h e  west. Then  t h e  b l o o d  t h a t  was g a t h e r e d  i n  
t h e  west, w e  s e n t  by a i r  to Hawaii  and t h e n  on o u t  t o  J a p a n .  

W e  n e v e r  m i s s e d  a s i n g l e  day  of s u p p l y i n g  t h e  b lood  t h a t  

t h e y  wanted .  For some r e a s o n ,  M a c A r t h u r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and  
X a c A r t h u r  h i m s e l f  would n o t  allow t h i s  b l o o d  t h a t  w e  were 
s e n d i n g  o u t  t h e r e  t o  be used  f o r  Amer ican  p a t i e n t s .  I t  was 
a l l  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  a l l i e s  and t h e  Koreans, b u t  h e  b l e d  h i s  

own t r o o p s  to  g e t  b l o o d  f o r  American p a t i e n t s .  M a c A r t h u r  

t r i e d  t o  s e t  up general  h o s p i t a l s  i n  J a p a n ,  which were 
d i s a p p r o v e d  by my o f f i c e  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e ' s  
O f f i c e  b e c a u s e  bge were more w o r r i e d  t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  m i q h t  

h i t  u s  e i t h e r  i n  T u r k e y  or  i n  E a s t  Germany, and  w e  d i d  n o t  
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w a n t  t o  he t o t a l l y  commi t t ed  to t h e  P a c i f i c .  T h e  P a c i f i c  

t h e a t e r  w e n t  a h e a d  and  e s t a b l i s h e d  two g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  i n  
M a c A r t h u r ' s  t h e a t e r ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had n o t  been  
a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t ,  t h e r e  was n o  a u t o m a t i c  

r e s u p p l y  of e q u i p m e n t  g o i n g  t o  t h o s e  h o s p i t a l s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  Korean  e x p e r i e n c e  is  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  'JS 

m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y  t h a t  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  was c i t e d  a s  b e i n g  f a r  

s u p e r i o r  t o  any  o t h e r  s u p p l y  u n i t  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r .  I t  

p e r f o r m e d  a f a b u l o u s  job .  I t h i n k  one of t h e  r e a s o n s  was 

t h e  f u n c t i o n  of a common m e d i c a l  c a t a l o g  and a common 

m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  d e p o t  a t  Ogden t h a t  s u p p l i e d  t h e  P a c i f i c  

t h e a t e r .  T h e  Navy and t h e  Army and t h e  A i r  Force c o u l d  t h e n  
d r a w  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  a t  any f o r w a r d  d e p o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l l  
f e d  back t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e a b o a r d  

s u p p l y  d e p o t .  I c a n ' t  comment on what  is p r e v a l e n t  t o d a y ,  

b u t  I have  e v e r y  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  

s i t u a t i o n  f o r  the t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  is g e a r e d  to  a m i l i t a r y  

c o n t i n g e n c y .  Depend ing  on t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  c o m p a n i e s  and s u p p l y  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h e r e  

w o u l d n ' t  be a n  i m m e d i a t e  crisis i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  economy f o r  

m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o o k  e v e r y t h i n g .  I 

t h i n k  there  would be some s h o r t a g e s  over a p e r i o d  of time. 
B u t  a s  f a r  a s  I know, b o t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  sector and t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s e c t o r  would h e  a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  

s u p p l i e s  n e e d s .  

I would l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n  a t  t h i s  time t h a t  i n  our s t u d i e s  11'1 

World  War I1 when  we w e r e  " s e l l i n g  a i r  e v a c u a t i o n  t o  t h e  
G e n e r a l  S t a f f ,  " a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom h o s p i t a l  t r a i n s  and 

h o s p i t a l  boats and h o s p i t a l  Army t r a n s p o r t s ,  w e  found t h a t  
t o  m a i n t a i n  an  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o f f i c e r  or man, i n  a n  o v e r s e a s  

t h e a t e r  t o o k  8 t o n s  of s u p p l i e s  t h e  f i r s t  30 d a y s .  T h i s  was 

e v e r y t h i n g .  W e  a l s o  found  t h a t  to m a i n t a i n  a p a t i e n t  i n  an  
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o v e r s e a s  t h e a t e r  we r e q u i r e d  s i x  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Remember you 

a r e  t a k i n g  care  of  t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  a r o u n d  t h e  c l o c k .  If you 
m u l t i p l y  6 times 3 0  p l u s  t h e  1 p a t i e n t ,  you f i n d  t h a t  we are  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  a s i z a b l e  l o g i s t i c  l o a d  g o i n g  t o  t h e  t hea t e r  to 
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  p a t i e n t .  I t  behooves  t h e  t h e a t e r  commander t o  

h a v e  t h e  f e w e s t  number of p a t i e n t s  i n  h i s  t h e a t e r .  I t  

r e d u c e s  h i s  w o r k l o a d ;  i t  r e d u c e s  h i s  l o g i s t i c  tonnage .  

A i r l i f t  is e s s e n t i a l  i n  moving p a t i e n t s  t o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

I t  d o e s  p r o v i d e  a p r o b l e m ,  and t h a t ' s  i n  p e r s o n n e l .  I f  t h i s  

man is p u l l e d  back  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  
w i l l  h e  be  f i t  m e n t a l l y  to  go back  t o  comba t?  The  

e x p e r i e n c e  we h a v e  had  i n  b o t h  Korea and Vie tnam would 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  answer  is y e s ,  h e  w i l l .  T h e  B r i t i s h  were 
f a r  ahead  of u s  i n  World War I and Wor ld  War 11. They 

provided l e a v e  b a c k  i n  E n g l a n d  f o r  t h e i r  f i g h t i n g  forces, 
w h e t h e r  t h e y  were p a t i e n t s  or j u s t  o n  l e a v e .  A f t e r  5 d a y s  

t h e y  t u r n e d  a round  and w e n t  back to t h e  f r o n t .  I see  no  

r e a s o n  why t h e  A m e r i c a n  s o l d i e r  w o u l d n ' t  do t h e  sane. You 
g e t  i n t o  t h e  problem of t h e  p e r s o n n e l  p i p e l i n e .  Dur ing  

Wor ld  War 11, i t  was c o m p l i c a t e d  because w e  had  s e g r e g a t e d  

u n i t s .  We had t o  h a v e  a p e r s o n n e l  p i p e l i n e  to f e e d  t h e  

s e g r e g a t e d  u n i t s  as well as t h e  nonsegregated u n i t s .  U n i t s  

were n o t  r o t a t e d  o u t  of  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  b u t  r e p l a c e m e n t s  would 

b e  s e n t  i n  f rom pools. Dur ing  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  

of 1 9 4 5 ,  p e r s o n n e l  were very s h o r t  i n  t h e  European t h e a t e r  

b e c a u s e  more were b e g i n n i n g  to be s e n t  t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  
t h e a t e r ,  and t h e r e  w a s  a time when G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  had 

them clean o u t  c o o k s ,  c l e r k s ,  and bakers t o  make i n f a n t r y m e n  
o f  t h e m .  I t  was t r u e  u p  f r o n t  t h a t  you d i d n ' t  h a v e  

p e r s o n n e l ,  b u t  i f  you l o o k e d  a t  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  i t  was a 

mat ter  of p e r s o n n e l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  was l a c k i n g  in i ts  

a b i l i t y  t o  meet t h e  demands of two or more t h e a t e r s  of W a r .  

Today ,  the s o c i a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  h a n d i c a p s  f rom s e g r e g a t e d  
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u n i t s  do n o t  e x i s t .  A s i n g l e  p i p e l i n e  o n  p e r s o n n e l  am3  a 

s i n g l e  p i p e l i n e  on m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  a s  w e l l  as  many o t h e r  

t h i n g s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  Bu t  t h e  b i g  p r o b l e m ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  m u s t  k e e p  i n  mind is  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  

r e d u c e  t h e i r  l o g i s t i c  t o n n a g e ;  a i r l i f t  is a l l o c a t e d  by t o n s  

n o t  by i tems. I€ you are  r e s u p p l y i n g  a major t h e a t e r ,  you 

u s e  b o t h  a i r l i f t  and  s e a l i f t  w i t h  t o n n a g e  a l loca t ed  by a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b o a r d .  I f  t h e  medical s e r v i c e  o f f i c e r  

d o e s n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  as w e l l  as any  o t h e r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  
i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  or i f  he  f o r g e t s  about 

d e a l i n g  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  when h e  is t a l k i n g  l o g i s t i c s ,  h e  is 
making  a m i s t a k e .  The i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as 
p h y s i c i a n s  mus t  be m a i n t a i n e d .  T h a t ' s  o u r  role  a s  

h u m a n i t a r i a n s .  R u t  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  a p a t i e n t  or w h e t h e r  i t ' s  a 

t e n t  or w h e t h e r  i t  is  a portable  h o s p i t a l ,  w e  m u s t  t h i n k  i n  

t h e  terms t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  u sed  i n  t h e i r  l o g i s t i c  p l a n n i n g .  

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  o n e  of my i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  to  be 

a b l e  t o  t a l k  t h e  l a n g u a g e  of  t h e  s t a f f ,  prepare memoranda 

a n d  e n d o r s e m e n t s  and so f o r t h  on memoranda so t h a t  w e  had a 
m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of w h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  do. You can 
see why i n  ny t h i n k i n g  t h e  ambu lance  p l a n e  h a s  n o  p l a c e  i n  
w a r t i m e .  I an n o t  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  ambu lance  p l a n e  

i n  peacetime. 

C :  What you have  p o i n t e d  up ,  t h o u g h ,  is t h a t  it is cr i t ical  t o  
know how t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s t a f f  operates;  t h a t  is, t h e  rest 
o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s t a E f .  

M :  T h a t ' s  correct .  

C :  You were i n  a p o s i t i o n  i n  World War 11, of c o u r s e ,  t o  h a v e  
d e a l i n g s  i n  t h a t  area. I t h i n k  p e r h a p s  now would be a 

marve lou ' s  time t o  d i s c u s s  t h o s e  t h r e e  s t r a n d s  of medical 

s u p e r v i s i o n  t h a t  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  World War I1 and how t h e y  
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i n t e r a c t e d  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  way to suppor t  t h e  f o r c e s  o v e r s e a s  

d u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11. 

M: N o w  you are  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t h r e e  s t r a n d s  o f  m e d i c a l  

command. L e t ‘ s  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  in 1 9 4 0  when 

w e  began  t o  m o b i l i z e .  He a c t u a l l y  commanded t h e  s e v e r a l  

gene ra l  h o s p i t a l s  t h a t  t h e  A r m y  had. 

C :  The  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  had c o n t r o l  of i t .  

M :  Y e s ,  I t  is a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e  t h a t  t h e  G o r g a s  Hosp i t a l  i r l  

Panama c h a r p e d  f e e s  fo r  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  w h e t h e r  it was 

p u t t i n g  a Band-Aid o n  or t a k i n g  a g a l l  b l a d d e r  o u t ,  on  t h e  

b a s i s  of y o u r  income t a x  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  year  i f  you were a 
p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n  or t o u r i s t .  ‘They had a d e f i n i t e  s e g r e g a t i o n  
problem. Anybody t h a t  was i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was on t h e  “ g o l d ”  

s t a n d a r d ,  a n d  anybody who was n o t  m i l i t a r y  was on t h e  s i l v p r  

s t a n d a r d .  I t ’ s  t h e  g rea tes t  s t u d y  i n  s o c i a l i z e d  m e d i c i n e  

t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  ever had.  Nobody h a 5  r e a l l y  done  

a good s t u d y  of t h a t ,  b u t  t h a t ’ s  a n  a s i d e .  

G e t t i n g  back  t h e n  to t h e  command, t h e  S u r g e o n  General 
commanded t h e  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s .  Then  w e  were d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t h e  corps areas.  The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  had v a r i o u s  corps areas .  
A l l  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  came u n d e r  t h e  command of t h e  
commanding g e n e r a l  of t h e  corps area.  The  base cornmanders 

o r  t h e  f o r t  commanders o r  t h e  f i e l d  commanders were a l l  
u n d e r  t h e  commanding gene ra l  of t h e  corps area. I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h i s  one had t h e  Army o r g a n i z a t i o n  of aeronaut ics .  The 

A i r  C o r p s ,  t h e  a i r  d i v i s i o n s ,  and the A r m y  A i r  Forces had 

j u s t  come i n t o  b e i n g  u n d e r  Gene ra l  A r n o l d  i n  1940 .  T h i s  was 
2 yea r s  pr ior  t o  t h e  time t h e  War Department was r e o r g a n i z e d  

i n t o  t h r e e  components. As Commanding Genera l  of * t h e  A r m y  

A i r  Forces ,  A r n o l d  moved t h e  m e d i c a l  s e c t i o n  f rom t h e  a i r  
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d i v i s i o n  and t h e  A i r  Corps i n t o  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a m e d i c a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  and  t h i s  

w a s  headed  by G e n ,  t h e n  Co l ,  David N .  W. G r a n t ,  who l a t e r  
became t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n .  The f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s  who were on 

a i r f i e l d s  were u n d e r  t h e  cont ro l  O E  Genera l  A r n o l d  t h r o u g h  

General  G r a n t .  On m e d i c a l  p o l i c y  and h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e y  

were unde r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l  o f  t h e  c o r p s  

a r e a .  T h i s  m i x t u r e  of t h e s e  f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  m e d i c a l l y  two ways. Gene ra l  A r n o l d  wanted  a 
s e p a r a t e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  to  s u p p o r t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  The 

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  was opposed  t o  t h e  A i r  Force h a v i n g  a n y t h i n g  
r e s e m b l i n g  a s epa ra t e  f o r c e .  Back i n  Wor ld  War I ,  t h i s  was 

Genera l  I r e l a n d .  I n  1937-38 i t  w a s  General  R e y n o l d s  [Ma] 

Gen C h a r l e s  R .  I ,  and  t h e n  G e n e r a l  Magee was t h e  S u r g e o n  

G e n e r a l  f rom 1 9 4 0  t o  1943 .  I n  1 9 4 3  Genera l  K i r k ,  who 

was b i t t e r l y  opposed  t o  a separa te  service,  came a l o n g .  

They  were opposed  t o  t h e  A i r  Corps h a v i n g  a m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  

j u s t  as t h e y  were o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  Quar te rmas ter  Corps or t h e  

C a v a l r y  Corps or t h e  Armored Force Corps h a v i n g  a separa te  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  The  power t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  had i n  t h e  

M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  Army was complete c o n t r o l  a n d ,  as  

f a r  as  p o s s i b l e ,  command of t h e  m e d i c a l  services .  They 

b a s e d  t h i s  on a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  a c t  which made t h e  S u r g e o n  

General of t h e  Army t h e  s en io r  m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r  to  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of War, n o t  t o  t h e  C h i e f  of  S t a f f ,  b u t  to  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of War. Because o f  t h i s  t h e  Surgeon Genera l  c o u l d  

p e r s o n a l l y  g o  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War a n y t i m e  h e  wan ted  t o  
w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  or t h e  C h i e f  of  

S t a f f .  

C :  Making t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f a r  more c o m p l i c a t e d  t h a n  it would be 
o t h e r w i s e .  
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Y :  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  d i d  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  i n  

h i s  p e r i o d ;  i t ' s  n o t  u n u s u a l  b e c a u s e  h e r e  was a s p e c i a l  

s t a f f  o f f i c e r  t h a t  was g o i n g  o v e r  h i s  head .  I n  t h e  Navy i t  

was  s i m i l a r  b e c a u s e  Adm Ross McIntire l i k e w i s e  commanded t h e  

l a r g e  n a v a l  h o s p i t a l s ,  b u t  h e  had no  command and c o n t r o l  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Navy. He c o u l d  not even  go i n t o  a Navy 

d i s p e n s a r y  u n l e s s  r e q u e s t e d .  F o r  example ,  a t  Great Lakes  

t h e  Navy had 2 , 0 0 0  b e d s ,  a b i g  h o s p i t a l ,  h u t  i t  was a 
" d i s p e n s a r y ,  " H e  had t o  g e t  p e r m i s s i o n  from t h e  Navy B u r e a u  

C h i e f  who c o n t r o l l e d  t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  h e  c o u l d  go i n  and 

i n s p e c t  w h a t  was g o i n g  on i n  t h a t  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y .  B u t  

M c I n t i r e  n o t  o n l y  c o u l d  go to t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Navy a s  h i s  

c h i e f  m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r ,  b u t  h e  was t h e  personal p h y s i c i a n  to 
F r a n k l i n  D.  Roosevelt .  H e  saw P4-r. R o o s e v e l t  n o t  once  b u t  

many t imes e v e r y  day .  He was t h e  one who d e v e l o p e d  t h e  

c i v i l i a n  a d v i s o r s  i n  m e d i c i n e .  D r .  James P a u l l i n  OE A t l a n t a ,  

G e o r g i a ;  D r .  S t r e c k e r  Gf P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  D r .  Leahy;  and D r .  

W i n c h e l l  C r a i g  [ R e a r  Adm X i n c h e l l  Mc.] were a l l  r e s p o n s i v e  

t o  Admi ra l  McIntire. H e  i n  t u r n  would go see P r e s i d e n t  

R o o s e v e l t  and c a r r y  t h e  message  t h a t  t h e  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  

wan ted .  To say t h e  l e a s t  t h i s  i r r i t a t e d  t h e  h e l l  ou t  of t h e  

C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  and t h e  C h i e f  of Nava l  O p e r a t i o n s .  

C :  I t  a l m o s t  s o u n d s  l i k e  Renaissance I t a l y  po l i t i c s .  

M :  Y e s .  I t  was. T h e r e  was f r i c t i o n ;  t h e r e  were a l l  sorts oE 
reasons why t h e r e  was € r i c t i o n .  The commanding off icers ,  
t h e  l i n e  o f f i c e r s - - A r n o l d ,  M a r s h a l l ,  S o m e r v e l l ,  

NcNarney- -a l l  were t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  m e d i c a l  u n d e r  t h e  

S t a f f ,  t h e  G - 1 ,  t h e  G - 2 ,  t h e  G-3. L a t e r  w e  had A - 1 ,  A -2 ,  

A-3, and A - 4 .  But  b e c a u s e  of t h i s  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  m e d i c a l  
officers were not i n c l u d e d  i n  war  p l a n n i n g .  T h i s  was war 
p l a n n i n g  a s  t o  wha t  t h e  a n n e x e s  were g o i n g  t o  be, t h e  

m e d i c a l  a n n e x e s  f o r  e a c h  t h e a t e r  o r  f o r  each  war  o p e r a t i o n ,  
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a n d  the l i n e  s t a f f  w a s  n o t  accustomed t o  a s k i n g  medica l  

o p i n i o n .  So u s u a l l y  a major, sometimes a l i e u t e n a n t  
c ~ ~ l - o n c l ,  was a s s i g n e d  to be l i a i s o n  on  war p l a n n i n g .  Therit  

was n o  m e d i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was nobody i n  G - 2  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  people needed .  Why is  t h i s  

important  m e d i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ?  I f  you can t e l l  t h e  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  oxygen s u p p l y  i n  a p l a n e ,  you can t e l l  
w h a t  i ts  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  g o i n g  t o  be. I d o n ' t  care how good 

t h e  e n g i n e  i s .  T h e  human p e r f o r m a n c e  is l i m i t e d  by a n  

o x y g e n  s u p p l y  s y s t e m ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  mask, i f  o n e  c a n  o b t a i n  

a n d  e v a l u a t e  a n  o x y g e n  s y s t e m ,  one can v e r y  r a p i d l y  t e l l  t h e  

comba t  people w h a t  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  are  g o i n g  t o  be ,  t h e  G 

forces  t h e  p i l o t  can t a k e .  The Army A i r  Forces s e n t  one  of 

o u r  peop le - -he  was t h e n  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l ,  Randolph  

L o v e l a c e  [ 3 r i g  Gen W i l l i a m  R. 1111,  who was a t  t h e  

W r i g h t - P a t t e r s o n  F i e l d  l a b o r a t o r i e s - - t o  Sweden. The Rrny 

A i r  F o r c e s  p r o v i d e d  him p e n i c i l l i n ,  wh ich  was n o t  a v a i l a b l e  

w o r l d w i d e ,  as a n  e x c h a n g e ,  and h e  gave a c o u p l e  of l e c t u r e s  

o n  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  S w e d i s h  Academy. When he  came 
home he had a complete oxygen s u p p l y  system i n  h i s  l u g g a g e  

f r o m  t h e  German L u f t w a f f e  f o r  t h e i r  t h e n  new f i r s t  je ts .  
T h i s  was m e d i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  b u t  it became A i r  Force 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  t h e  m i n u t e  i t  got  t o  W r i g h t - P a t ,  and  t h e  human 

e n g i n e e r i n g  had to d o v e t a i l  w i t h  t h e  a e r o n a u t i c a l  

e n g i n e e r i n g .  T h i s  is why it is so i m p o r t a n t  t o  me t h a t  w e  
h a v e  p e o p l e  w i t h  an  i lD  d e g r e e  who c a n  t a l k  s t a f f  l a n g u a g e .  

I d o n ' t  care a t  w h a t  l e v e l ,  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  human e n g i n e e r i n g  

v e r s u s  m e c h a n i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  a e r o n a u t i c a l  or space 

e n g i n e e r i n g ,  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  is t a l k i n g  w i t h  A-4 o n  s u p p l i e s  

o r  on a i r l i f t  to  and f rom t h e  t h e a t e r  or w h e t h e r  it is 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s t r a t e g y  as a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  b e ,  i n  a g i v e n  

program. I t ' s  well and good t o  be  t h e  best  t e c h n i c a l  
surgeon or t h e  best  c a r d i o l o g i s t ,  b u t  if you c a n ' t  t a l k  w i t h  

t h e  l i n e  s t a f f  t h a t  is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p l a n n i n g ,  y o u r  whole 
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p r o g r a m  is h a n d i c a p p e d .  T h i s  is w h a t  I l earned  i n  t h e  Air 

F o r c e  a s  s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  and C h i e f  of P l a n s  to G e n e r a l  

G r a n t .  I had had t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of p r o v i d i n g  medical 
s u p p l i e s  a t  d i v i s i o n  and  corps l e v e l  f o r  o v e r  a y e a r .  I had 

l e a r n e d  how t o  compute ,  for example ,  t h e  f u e l  f o r  6 by 6 s  to  
s u p p l y  a combat  g r o u p  on t h e  move. The m e d i c a l  u n i t  of a 

combat  g r o u p  h a s  some 6 by 5 s  which can  be r e q u i s i t i o n e d  by 

t h e  l i n e  o f f i c e r .  I f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  a d v i s e  h i m ,  you h d V f  

t o  know how many g a l l o n s  you use i n  24 h o u r s ,  how many 

g a l l o n s  h e  uses and  how many m i n u t e s  of comhak l i m i t e d  by 

u n i t  supplies. 

( E n d  Tape  5 ,  S i d e  2 )  

!I: We were  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s u p p o r t  of a m b u l a n c e s  and 

h e l i c o p t e r s  to a moving combat  u n i t  and  how t h e  medical 
o f f i c e r  must  u n d e r s t a n d  s u p p l y .  Whether  i t ' s  t h e  w a t e r h e a d ,  

t h e  f u e l  h e a d ,  o r  t h e  food  h e a d ,  h e  h a s  to  u n d e r s t a n d  s u p p l y  

i f  h e  is g o i n g  t o  be a b l e  t o  g e t  h i s  p e o p l e  and h i s  

e q u i p m e n t  i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  t o  f u n c t i o n  e f f i c i e n t l y .  T h i s  

same t h i n g  is t rue  i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  I t  becomes even  more 

so as one moves u p  i n t o  s t a f f  a c t i v i t i e s  w h e r e  they a r e  

p l a n n i n g  o v e r s e a s  t h e a t e r s  or w o r l d  s t r a t e g y .  T h e r e  s h o u l d  

b e  somebody i n  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  t h a t  is a d e q u a t e l y  

t r a i n e d  to  d e a l  w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e :  it i s n ' t  j u s t  t e l l i n g  

somebody a l r e a 3  i n  p l a c e  i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  wha t  you want .  

The c h a n c e s  are t h e y  w o n ' t  be medical spec ia l i s t s ,  so you 
h a v e  t o  be a b l e  to send a message  to  them and t e l l  them 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  wha t  you w a n t  and wha t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t h e y  s h o u l d  

look f o r .  

C :  T h i s  is a n  e x t r e m e l y  good p o i n t .  W h a t  you are  s a y i n g  r e a l l y  
i s  t h a t  t h e  Medical Corps s h o u l d  a l l o w  €or r o t a t i o n  of 

o f f i c e r s  i n t o  a s s i g n m e n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  are e x p o s e d  to  t h i s .  

9 4  



MEILING 

B u t  if I u n d e r s t a n d  wha t  you are s a y i n g ,  t h i s  d i d  n o t  ha, 

except i n  exceptional i n s t a n c e s .  

M: T h a t ’ s  t r u e ,  

C :  When i t  d i d ,  of course, i t  was to our w t u a l  a d v a n t a g e ,  

Y :  T h a t ’ s  r i g h t .  

C: R u t  b e c a u s e  i t  d i d n ‘ t  do t h i s  i n  t h e  ma in ,  i t  hams t rung  t h e  
who le  o p e r a t i o n .  Is t h a t  a f a i r  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n ?  

M: T h a t ‘ s  r i g h t .  L e t  me e x p l a i n  even  t h a t .  When G e n e r a l  Lexay 
[ C u r t i s  E.] was C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  and even  ear l ie r ,  when h e  iras 

C h i e f  of S A C  ( S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Commandl, h e  wanted  d o c t o r s  i n  

t h e  hospi ta l  to  t a k e  care of t h e  d e p e n d e n t s .  He f e l t  i f  SAC 

of f i ce r s  and crewmen knew t h a t  back  home t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  were 
b e i n g  c a r e d  €or t h a t  was t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  morale b u i l d e r  

t h a t  h e  c o u l d  h a v e ,  H e  d i d  n o t  see t h e  wide  picture, if you 
w i l l ,  t h a t  by s e n d i n g  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a € f  

col leges  t h e y  would learn t o  be v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  a t  a h i g h e r  

l e v e l .  He and I h a d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  t h i s ,  and i t  a l w a y s  

came back  to t h e  same t h i n g :  
t h e  w i f e  and the c h i l d .  

MACs [ M e d i c a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Corps]. 
oeficers  to t e l l  you p e o p l e  wha t  to  d o . ”  
t y p i c a l  of s e n i o r  off icers  who h a v e  been  v e r y  a c t i v e  combat 

f l i e r s  or Army combat  commanders. 
Senior s t a f f  posi t ion,  i t  is v e r y  h a r d  €or t h e m  to  t h i n k  
about  t h e  b r o a d  picture  and n o t  be swayed by t h e i r  own 
personal e x p e r i e n c e s .  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  f e l t  i t  was much 
more i m p o r t a n t  to h a v e  good m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ;  h e  c i t e d  what 

h i s  son and d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  needed  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  a s  

opposed to  what  w e  needed-medica l  o f f i c e r s  who went  to  

s t a f f  c o l l e g e s .  

“!Cell, dammit,  take c a r e  of  

You d o n ’ t  need d o c t o r s ;  we c a n  u s e  
W e  can use A i r  Force 

T h i s  is v e r y  

When t h e y  ge t  to t h e  

I t  was v e r y  hard for  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  and 
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G e n e r a l  LeMay to  set? t h e  broad p i c t u r e  t h a t  G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  

saw.  All h i s  l i f e  G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  saw why h i s  medical 

s e r v i c e  had t o  be s o m e t h i n g  besides  doctors to  sew u p  c u t s  
and  t a k e  o u t  t o n s i l s .  H e  was v e r y ,  v e r y  interested i n  h i s  

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  command, and i t  c o u l d  o n l y  

r e s p o n d  to  command i f  i t  u n d e r s t o o d  what  t h e  A - 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  and 

4 were d o i n g  and wha t  War P l a n s  was d o i n g .  G e n e r a l  S p a a t z  

[ C a r l ]  and G e n e r a l  Vandenberg  [Royt  S . 1  a l l o w e d  t h e  A i r  

Force i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  war to  pu t  a s s i s t a n t  a i r  
a t t a c h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  s e v e r a l  o f  o u r  E m b a s s i e s  

o v e r s e a s  t o  k e e p  t r a c k  of what  both our f r i e n d s  and o u r  

e n e m i e s  or  a d v e r s a r i e s ,  p o t e n t i a l l y ,  were g o i n g  to  do. 

When t h e  c r i t i c a i  p e r i o d  came of  n o t  h a v i n g  enough d o c t o r s  

o n  d u t y ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and p l a n n i n g  and s t a E f  

s c h o o l s  were p u t  a s i d e ,  and eve rybody  was t o o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
spare.  They had t o  t a k e  care of n o t  o n l y  s i c k  m i l i t a r y  

p e r s o n n e l  b u t  t h e  d e p e n d e n t s  and t h e  r e t i r e d  p e o p l e .  I f  you 

g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h o s p i t a l s  and t h e  

j u s t i E i c a t i o n  for p e r s o n n e l ,  you w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  i n  

c o n g r e s s i o n a l  h e a r i n g s  t h e s e  were t h i n g s  t h a t  were s t r e s s e d ;  

namely ,  t h e  care of  t h e  w i f e  and t h e  c h i l d r e n .  P r o b a b l y  n o t  
so  much i n  y o u r  t ime, b u t  a t  t h a t  time SAC was r o t a t i n g  

u n i t s  on  a 3-month basis .  They would go out to  G u a m ,  or  
t h e y  would g o  o v e r  t o  Europe .  The crews were away from 

t h e i r  home b a s e  f o r  3 months  a t  a t i m e .  S o c i a l l y  we had 

many p r o b l e m s .  We had a v e r y ,  v e r y  h i g h  d i v o r c e  ra te  i n  o u r  
combat  crews; I a m  s u r e  y o u r  own e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  missi le  
g r o u p s  b e a r s  t h i s  o u t .  So t h e  commanding g e n e r a l s  were 
g o i n g  t o  s o l v e  m o r a l e  p r o b l e m s ,  arid t h e y  s h o u l d  have ;  t h a t  

w a s  par t  of t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  R u t  t h e y  w e r e n ’ t  
l i s t e n i n g  to  t h e  p e o p l e  who c o u l d  a d v i s e  them on  t h e  

l o n g - r a n g e  o b l i g a t i o n  of t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  

c u r r e n t  day - to -day  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

96 



M E I L I N G  

T h e  a v e r a g e  d o c t o r  coming i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  w a n t s  to  work i n  

t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I t ' s  the e x c e p t i o n  who w i l l  a c c e p t  a n  

a s s i g n m e n t  v o l u n t a r i l y  to  d s t a f f  school ,  b e c a u s e  he w i l l  

s a y ,  "What is t h i s  g o i n g  to  do to  my m e d i c a l  c a r e e r ? "  I 

t h i n k  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  n e e d s  t o  have  t h e  same e m p h a s i s  on 

t h e  s t a f f  s c h o o l s  a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  h a s  a t t e n d e d  to  g e t  f l a g  

p r o m o t i o n  when t h e  time comes as w e l l  as h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  
h i s  i n e d i c a l  s p e c i a l t y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  a s  a m i l i t a r y  

m e d i c a l  man, we h a v e  to  assume t h a t  h e  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  a 
s o u n d  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  background .  I f  h e  is  g o i n g  t o  

come up t h e  l i n e ,  t h e n  h e  h a s  t o  have  some m i l i t a r y  

e x p e r i e n c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i f  t h e  d o c t o r  becomes v e r y  

s k i l l e d ,  h i s  o n l y  c h a n c e  of  f i n a n c i a l  r e m u n e r a t i o n  i s  
a d v a n c e d  r a n k .  So a f t e r  2 0  y e a r s  he w i l l  t a k e  a look dnd 

s a y ,  "Well, i f  I g o  ou t  I w i l l  be i n  t h i s  f i n a n c i a l  b r a c k e t  

v e r y  s h o r t l y  b e c a u s e  of my p r o f e s s i o n .  I f  I s t a y  i n  I have  

g o t  t o  l e a r n  a s e c o n d  o c c u p a t i o n ,  namely, m i l i t a r y ,  t o  be 

a d v a n c e d  to  r a n k  so I c a n  g e t  f i n a n c i a l  r e w a r d . "  T h e s e  t w o  
t h i n g s  work a g a i n s t  each o the r  a t  a time when t h e y  s h o u l d  be 

c o m p a t i b l e .  I t h i n k  i t  requires g r e a t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  b o t h  

t h e  l i n e  and t h e  m e d i c a l  to f i n d  t h e  c o m p a t i b i l i t y  t h a t  is 

n e e d e d .  

C :  A n o t h e r  f a c e t  of  m e d i c i n e ,  o f  course, is t h e  m o b i l e  s u r g i c a l  
h o s p i t a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  m a i n t a i n s  i n  wartime and 

t h a t  h a s  been  p o p u l a r i z e d  r e c e n t l y  on  t e l e v i s i o n  and t h e  

m o v i e s .  I f  w e  l o o k  a t  t h e  o n e  end of t h e  spectrum t o  see 
m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  g o i n g  t o  Command and S t a f f  S c h o o l ,  w o u l d n ' t  

w e  a l so  look  a t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  m o b i l e  

s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l  as b e i n g  a n  experience t h a t  more o f f i c e r s  

a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  be e x p o s e d  t o ?  

M: I t h i n k  t h a t  is q u i t e  t rue .  T h e  &ir  Force h a s  o v e r  the 
y e a r s  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  b e s t  t r a n s p o r t a b l e  h o s p i t a l  of t h e  
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s e r v i c e s .  They h a v e  o n e  now t h a t  h a s  n o  s u p p o r t i n g  poles,  
a n d  t h a t  g i v e s  you complete f r eedom of  movement i n s i d e .  I t  

h a s  a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  and i t  can be t r a n s p o r t e d .  Aga in  on 

t h e  a i r l i f t  problem, it t a k e s  20 tons of " l i f t "  to  

t r a n s p o r t  i t .  I t  c a n  o n l y  go where  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h a s  

a l r e a d y  located a f i e l d  and  is f u n c t i o n i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  needs 
e l e c t r i c i t y  and water  and  s e w e r a g e  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  So 

i f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  e n g i n e e r s  have  t h e  b a s e  l a i d  o u t  and 

e q u i p p e d  and f u n c t i o n i n g ,  you c a n  b r i n g  a p o r t a b l e  h o s p i t a l  

i n  v e r y  r a p i d l y .  Working i n  t h a t  p o r t a b l e  h o s p i t a l  is 
s o m e t h i n g  t h a t ,  1 t h i n k ,  e v e r y  A i r  F o r c e  doctor ,  d e n t i s t ,  

a n d  n u r s e  s h o u l d  h a v e  some experience. I n d i v i d u a l s  d o n ' t  go 

o n  a l e r t ,  go down t o  t h e  a p r o n ,  g e t  a b o a r d  a p l a n e ,  l a n d ,  

a n d  f i n d  t h e y  h a v e  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  camouf l aged  p o r t a b l e  

h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  and t h e y  d o n ' t  know how it f u n c t i o n s .  I n  

o t h e r  words how do you m a i n t a i n  a s t e r i l e  area i n  t h e  
o p e r a t i n g  room? H o w  do you m a i n t a i n  t h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  and 

h u m i d i t y  i n  t h e  r e c o v e r y  room? I d o n ' t  expect t h e  d o c t o r s  

t o  do t h e  r epa i r ,  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  how it 
f u n c t L o n s  so t h a t  t h e  s e r g e a n t s  and  t h e  a i r m e n  t h a t  come 
a l o n g  c a n  do a p r o p e r  job. They have  somebody who knows 

w h a t  he  w a n t s  and can  t e l l  them how to  a d j u s t .  The d o c t o r  

d o e s n ' t  nave  t o  do t h e  p h y s i c a l  p a r t  of i t ,  b u t  h e  h a s  to 
u n d e r s t a n d .  

C :  Ve ry  much l i k e  t h e  combat crews i n  missile c a p s u l e s  may know 

t h e  g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e i r  equ ipmen t  and  know how to 
repor t  m a l f u n c t i o n s .  I t  is almost l i k e  a h o s p i t a l  weapon 

s y s t e m ,  you m i g h t  s a y ,  where you h a v e  t h e  genera l  knowledge  

o f  t h a t  s y s t e m .  

M :  You men t ioned  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  doctors 
t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  and  t h a t  is t h e  "systems" c o n c e p t  of t h e  A i r  

F o r c e .  Eve ry  weapon and  e v e r y  v e h i c l e  t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force 

98  



M E I L I N G  

h a s  is p a r t  o f  a s y s t e m .  I t  is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  d o c t o r s  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  when t h e  d e s i g n e r s  s t a r t  t h e  s y s t e m  

s t a r t s  and one goes t h r o u g h  t h e  d e s i g n  and t h e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  a model  and t h e n  b u i l d s  up a model .  You 
a re  s t i l l  p u s h i n g  a long  i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,  and  a g i v e n  plane 
m i g h t  be 1 2  or 15 y e a r s  i n  a sys t em.  They see i t  on t h e  

apron,  o r  t h e y  see i t  i n  t h e  a i r .  I t  is - a p l a n e .  They 
d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  wha t  w e n t  i n t o  i t .  They d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  

t h e  weaponry and t h e  e lectronics  t h a t  h a v e  to  be f e d  i n t o  
t h e  cen t r a l  s y s t e m  f rom a n  e l e c t r o n i c  s y s t e m  o r  a weapon 

system or a n a v i g a t i o n  s y s t e m .  I t  is so d i f f i c u l t  to g e t  
p e o p l e  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s .  

C :  4lmost as d i f f i c u l t  as f i e l d  commanders t h a t  have  a p rob lem 

i n  s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  support  of  t h e i r  s y s t e m  is pa r t  
oE t h e i r  s y s t e m  as w e l l .  

M: T h a t ' s  correct .  T h a t  is v e r y  w e l l  s ta ted.  You a s k e d  me 
a b o u t  m o b i l e  o r  MASH [ m o b i l e  A r m y  s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l ]  

h o s p i t a l s .  D u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11, s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l s .  

e v a c  h o s p i t a l s  were s e m i m o b i l e .  Evac h o s p i t a l s  were 
n o r m a l l y  s e t  up t o  h a n d l e  200 p a t i e n t s  a day .  I n  many 
i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  h a n d l e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  more. They were s u c h  

t h a t  you c o u l d  t ea r  them down and move them i n  a t  l e a s t  2 

d a y s .  They c o u l d  be  i n  t e n t s ,  o r  t h e y  c o u l d  go i n t o  

b u i l d i n g s .  I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  we got i n t o  Korea t h a t  t h e y  

b e g a n  t o  t h i n k  i n  terms of mob i l e  u n i t s ,  l a t e r  c a l l e d  MASH 

u n i t s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  so w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  by t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  

ser ies .  The b i g  t h i n g  is  to  g e t  t h e  p a t i e n t  back  from where  
h e  was wounded. T h i s  was done  by l i t t e r  ca r r i e r s ,  by j e e p s  

w i t h  l i t t e r s  s t r a p p e d  t o  them, and f i n a l l y  by t h e  v a r i o u s  
types  o f  h e l i c o p t e r s  t h a t  came i n .  
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The  f i r s t  time I know of t h a t  w e  e v e r  u sed  c h o p p e r s  was i n  
t h e  M y i t k y i n a  a c t i v i t y  i n  B u r m a  when " F l i p  C o r k i n "  [ C o l  

P h i l i p  G .  C o c h r a n l  a n d  "Johnny"  A l i s o n ' s  [Maj Gen J o h n  R.1 

corninand l a n d e d  b e h i n d  t h e  J a p a n e s e  l i n e s .  S i k o r s k y  had a 

chopper t h a t  c o u l d  be  p u t  i n t o  a DC-4 ,  t a k e  t h e  b l a d e s  o f f  

a n d  t r a n s p o r t  i t  over. M o s t l y  q l i d e r s  were used  f o r  t t i r l t  

a c t i v i t y .  G l i d e r s  were a l s o  used  a t  t h e  R h i n e  c r o s s i n g  a t  
Remagen. E v e r y t h i n g  was g o i n g  f o r w a r d .  F i r s t  t h e  rtemagen 

b r i d g e  and t h e n  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  b r i d g e ;  e v e r y t h i n g  was moving 

f o r w a r d .  The wounded t h a t  were u p  f o r w a r d  c o u l d n ' t  be 
b r o u g h t  back  o v e r  t h e  r o a d s .  T h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  time t h e y  

u s e d  t h e  g l i d e r s  i n  a c t u a l  combat  o n  a p i c k u p  b a s i s .  They 
w e n t  i n  and l o a d e d  p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  g l i d e r s  and  t h e n  came by 

w i t h  a C-47. They  had  cables  s t r e t c h e d  between two s t a k e s  

t h a t  l o o k e d  l i k e  f i s h i n g  poles,  and t h e  C-47 p i c k e d  up  t h e  

cable w i t h  a hook and towed t h e  g l i d e r  back.  I t  r e a l l y  
i m p r e s s e d  t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Communicat ions Zone 
a n d  t h e  Zone oE I n t e r i o r  t h a t  t h e r e  was s o m e t h i n g  t o  f i n d i n g  

o u t  how to get t h e  wounded ou t  of a p o c k e t  t h a t  had o n l y  

access r o a d s  in to  it. S t a f E  o f f i c e r s  began  to t h i n k  i n  
t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  space i n s t e a d  of pure ly  s u r f a c e  area.  Of 

c o u r s e ,  today t h a t  h a s  been advanced  g r e a t l y  by t h e  use o f  

c h o p p e r s  by t h e  Xarines  and  by t h e  A r m y  and  by t h e  A i r  

F o r c e .  A s i d e  f rom t h e  mobile m e d i c a l  u n i t  a t  a n  a i r f i e l d  o r  
a i r b a s e  where  you h a v e  no b u i l d i n g s ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  

m o b i l e  e v a c u a t i o n  o r  s u r g i c a l  m e d i c a l  h o s p i t a l  or u n i t  is 
g o i n g  t o  be used  i n  t h e  n e x t  war. A s  you w e l l  know we 
a l w a y s  f i g h t  t h e  n e x t  war on t h e  experience o f  t h e  l a s t  war 
i n s t e a d  of  a n t i c i p a t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  new, So maybe t h e y  w i l l  

come up w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  new. To me t h e  key  f a c t o r  is g e t  t h e  

p a t i e n t  hack as f a r  a s  h e  n e e d s  to  go f o r  d c E i n i t i v e  care. 
I f  t h a t  means b r i n g i n g  him a l l  t h e  way back to  t h e  Zone Of 

I n t e r i o r ,  do it .  I n  K o r e a ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, p a t i e n t s  
a r r i v e d  i n  Amer ican  Zone of I n t e r i o r  h o s p i t a l s  t h a t  were 3 6  
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h o u r s  away f r o m  combat. One d i d n ' t  t r y  to p e r m a n e n t l y  

f i x  f r a c t u r e s .  F r a c t u r e s  were i m m o b i l i z e d  f o r  t h e  t r i p ,  b u t  
t h e  f r a c t u r e s  were n o t  d e f i n i t i v e l y  cared f o r  u n t i l  t h e  

p a t i e n t s  were back  h e r e  i n  t h e  Zone o f  I n t e r i o r .  The  
problem w i t h  abdominal  wounds and c h e s t  wounds was much t h e  

same. The  r e a l  d e f i n i t i v e  care came a f t e r  t h e y  go t  back t o  
t h e  Zone o f  I n t e r i o r .  Wounds o f  t h e  head  and b r a i n  wounds 

were h a n d l e d  t h e  same way. 

I do n o t  v i s u a l i z e  l a r g e  h o s p i t a l s  of  any of t h e  t h r e e  

services be ing  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r  of o p e r a t i o n s .  

C :  T h e r e  is t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  h i g h l y  s p e c u l a t i v e  of  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i f  

war d e v e l o p s  t o  a p o i n t  w h e r e  p e r m a n e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  a re  
t a r g e t s ,  a f o r c e  t h a t  h a s  t o  f i g h t  b e h i n d  enemy l i n e s  f o r  a n  

e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  t ime  may n o t  h a v e  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  s e n d i n g  

t h e i r  wounded b a c k  t o  some p e r m a n e n t  f a c i l i t y  o n  t h e i r  s i d e  

o f  t h e  l i n e .  T h e r e  a re  no  stable l i n e s  b e c a u s e  combat  u n i t s  

maneuver .  They may be r e q u i r e d  t o  repair  t h e  people on  t h e  

move. As I s a y  i t  is h i g h l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  b u t  

i n  s u c h  a s c e n a r i o  w o u l d n ' t  a mobile s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l  be 

a b s o l u t e l y  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  t h a t  u n i t ?  

f.1: N o w  you a r e  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  a command d e c i s i o n  h a s  been  made 
t h a t  t h a t  commander is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  n o n e f f e c t i v e s .  

C :  Can we d e v e l o p  a c a p a b i l i t y  w h e r e  we c a n  become r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  n o n e f f e c t i v e s ?  

M: I am s u r e  w e  c a n ,  b u t  a t  wha t  cost?  A t  wha t  cos t  t o  h i s  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  i n  h i s  p r i m a r y  m i s s i o n ?  I c a n ' t  v i s u a l i z e  on 
a t h r e e - d i m e n s i o n a l  b a s i s  t h a t  you c o u l d n ' t  e v a c u a t e  h i s  

n o n e f f e c t i v e s  eas ie r  t h a n  you c o u l d  f l y  i n  a mobile  h o s p i t a l  

w i t h  its personnel  and m a i n t a i n  i ts r e s u p p l y .  Remember t h i s  

n o n e f f e c t i v e  is u s i n g  u p  y o u r  supply l i f t ,  and t h e  s o o n e r  
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you get  t h a t  demand on Y O U K  resources o u t  of t h e r e ,  t h e  more 

e E f e c t i v e  you are g o i n g  t o  be  i n  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  y o u r  p r i m a r y  
miss i o n .  

C :  War p l a n n e r s  i n  NATO [ N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  T r e a t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n ]  

t a l k  more and  more a b o u t  work ing  w i t h  f o r c e s  i n  p lace and 

d r a w i n g  from p r e p o s i t i o n c d  m a t e r i a l s .  R e l i a n c e  on s e a b o r n e  

r e s u p p l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  is not  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  commanders w a n t  
to  t h i n k  about i n  t h e  f i r s t  3 or  4 weeks  of s u c h  a war .  T h e  

c h a n g e  i n  t a c t i c s ,  I t h i n k ,  is s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  we a re  moving 

t o  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g  f o r c e s ,  and  w e  p e r h a p s  a re  
a l i t t l e  more c a p a b l e  t h a n  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d .  I 

g u e s s  t h a t  is w h a t  I am g e t t i n g  a t ,  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e r e  may 

b e  s u c h  a l a rge  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  d e p e n d a b l e  s u p p l y  f rom t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  would be  c u t  o f f  and t h e  sheer Pandemonium, 

t h e  sheer c h a o s  t h a t  was g o i n g  on i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t h e a t e r ,  
m i g h t  be s u c h  t h a t  i t  would be good to  have  a s u r g i c a l  

c a p a b i l i t y  w i t h  e a c h  d i v i s i o n  s i z e  f o r c e .  Is t h a t  
c a p a b i l i t y  possible? 

M :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is any  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  have  

t h a t  s i z e  m e d i c a l  w i t  w i t h  a combat command. On t h e  o t h e r  

hand  you r a i se  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of NATO. I was i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of  

t h e  Department of  D e f e n s e  when NATO was c r e a t e d ,  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  and  one  of t h e  m e d i c a l  problems was t h a t  i t  

was a l l  r i g h t  t o  f i g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  i t  was a l l  r i g h t  to  u s e  
e q u i p m e n t  made i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o r  made i n  Eng land ,  b u t  

i f  o n e  g e t s  s i c k  or is wounded, h e  w i s h e s  t o  be s e n t  t o  h i s  
own m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  a D a n i s h  h o s p i t a l  or a 
Dutch  h o s p i t a l .  H e  w a n t s  to  be  s e n t  t o  an  American 

h o s p i t a l .  I n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  Common M a r k e t ,  a l l  d o c t o r s  are 
l i c e n s e d  to  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e  i n  t h e  Common Marke t .  I 

happen  t o  have  a l i c e n s e  t o  p rac t i ce  m e d i c i n e  i n  Germany. 

So now I h a v e  a l i cense  to  prac t ice  m e d i c i n e  i n  any  of t h e  

1 0 2  



MIS I L I N G  

c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  Common Marke t .  T h e  i r o n y  of t h e  t h i n g  is  

t h a t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  I o n l y  have  a l i c e n s e  to  prac t ice  

m e d i c i n e  i n  the S t a t e  o f  O h i o .  ( l a u g h t e r )  F o r t y - n i n e  o t h e r  

s t a t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  I g e t  a new l i c e n s e  to  prac t ice  i n  t h e i r  

s t a t e s ,  u n l e s s  I am i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and  t h e n  I can prac t ice  
a n y p l a c e .  W e  s t i l l  have  t h e  hangup t h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  have  
Amer ican  medical f a c i l i t i e s  and p e r s o n n e l  f o r  Amer ican  

wounded. The E n g l i s h  h a v e  t o  have  them f o r  E n g l i s h  wounded. 

We h a v e  a l o n g  way t o  go. We s t a r t e d  on s u p p l i e s ,  

i n t e r c h a n g e  of s u p p l i e s ,  and our common m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  

c a t a l o g  is most h e l p f u l  i n  t e l l i n g  them w h a t  t h e y  c a n  ge t  

from u s .  They c a n  a d a p t  to t h i s  on t h e  l i m i t a t i o n  of  what  

t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y  can p r o d u c e  f o r  t hen ,  b u t  we h a v e n ' t  

g o t t e n  a r o u n d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  s a y i n g ,  "Okay, t h o s e  d o c t o r s  

a re  a l l  r i g h t ;  our people can go t h e r e . "  L e t  m e  show you 
t h e  i r o n y  of t h a t .  I n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h o s p i t a l  a t  Wiesbaden  

or  Bi tburg- -we c o u l d  go on down t h e  list--or t h e  Army 

h o s p i t a l s ,  t h e r e  are  German c i v i l i a n  d o c t o r s ,  t h e r e  are 
Dutch  c i v i l i a n  doctors,  and t h e r e  are B e l g i a n  c i v i l i a n  

d o c t o r s  work ing  i n  t h e  o u t - p a t i e n t  service.  T h e r e  are 
c i v i l i a n s ,  non-US c i v i l i a n s ,  work ing  i n  a l l  b u r  h o s p i t a l s .  

I n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t h e a t e r  we h a v e  become more a c c l i m a t e d  to  
Eoreign d o c t o r s  t a k i n g  care of p e o p l e  i n  Amer ican  u n i f o r m s .  

W e  h a v e n ' t  been n e a r l y  t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t  i n  J a p a n .  I n  

T u r k e y  and i n  Greece, we u s e  c i v i l i a n  n a t i v e s  t o  supplement  
our  medical f a c i l i t i e s .  Whether  i n  t h e  n e x t  f o r e s e e a b l e  

d e c a d e  we w 11 get  to t h e  po in t  t h a t  w e  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  have  a 
s tamp " A m e r  c a"  o n  t h e  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  t h a t  is s u p p o r t i n g  

a n  A m e r i c a n  d i v i s i o n  or n o t ,  I d o n ' t  know. I t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  command r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  commanding 
o f f i c e r  of a u n i t .  Remember h i s  doctors a r e  t h e r e  t o  a d v i s e  

h i m ,  b u t  he h a s  command of h i s  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  So how much 
t h e  3 0 - y e a r  " o c c u p a t i o n "  o f  E u r o p e  w i l l  h a v e  changed  our  
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c o n c e p t s  a t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  l e v e l ,  I d o n ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  i n  a l l  of  o u r  s t a f f  c o l l e g e s  w e  have  a l a r g e  

number of f o r e i g n  staEE o f f i c e r s  makes i t  p o s s i h l e  f o r  u s  t o  
t h i n k  i n  terms o€ j o i n t  p l a n n i n g .  I d o n ' t  mean t h a t  i t  is 

b e i n g  done  t o d a y ,  b u t  I mean it  h a s  p o t e n t i a l .  T h i s  in t u r n  
w i l l  be a p o t e n t i a l  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  

T h e r e  is more e x c h a n g e  o f  top m e d i c a l  t a l e n t - - - -  

(End Tape  6 ,  S i d e  1) 

M :  U n i E i c a t i o n  Of  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  NATO t o  s u p p o r t  

n a t i o n a l  u n i t s  and o t h e r s .  To  go  back  t o  t h e  Korean  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  we had  some 50 d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

Korean w a r .  Most A m e r i c a n s  t h i n k  t h a t  was a l l  f o u g h t  by 
Amer ican  t roops ,  b u t  w e  had u n i t s  f rom E t h i o p i a ,  T u r k e y ,  

Greece, F r a n c e ,  and I r a n .  They were o u t  t h e r e ,  and w e  had 

S w e d i s h  m e d i c a l  u n i t s .  I remember t h e  Swedes s a i d  t h e y  

w o u l d  be  v e r y  happy to s e n d  a s u r g i c a l  u n i t .  They would 

expec t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to  p r o v i d e  e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  and 

n u r s i n g  "sisters." and e a c h  Swed i sh  o f f i c e r  would need one 
ba tman t o  t a k e  care o f  h i s  u n i f o r m  and  h i s  l e a t h e r  and g e t  

h i s  bed made and h a v e  tea  f o r  him and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  I 

s a i d ,  "Gent lemen,  I am v e r y  s o r r y ,  b u t  w e  c a n ' t  p r o v i d e  

t h a t .  We d o n ' t  p r o v i d e  i t  f o r  o u r  own t roops ,  and you would 

n e v e r  f i n d  a n  American s o l d i e r  t h a t  was going  t o  w a i t  on  a 
S w e d i s h  o f f i c e r .  " Then t h e y  wanted  a l l  S w e d i s h  s u r g i c a l  
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  and e a c h  one  o f  t h e i r  s u r g e o n s  was to be 

a u t h o r i z e d  to  t a k e  400 pounds  o f  s u r g i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  w i t h  

him. T h e r e  i s  no  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  S t i l l e  Company o f  Sweden 

makes s u p e r b  surg ica l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  A l l  o f  u s  e n j o y  Using 

S t i l l e .  B u t  €or t h e m  t o  h a v e  Swed i sh  i n s t r u m e n t s  o u t  t h e r e  

m e a n t  a new s u p p l y  l i n e  t o  k e e p  them coming. B e c a u s e  O f  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  and  d i p l o m a t i c  r a m i f i c a t i o n s ,  w e  had t o  g i v e  t h e m  

p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t a k e  4 0 0  pounds  of  Swed i sh  S t i l l e  i n s t r u m e n t s  

104 



M E I L I N G  

o u t  to Korea. When t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  be  r e s u p p l i e d ,  t h e y  found 
o u t  t h a t  t h e  Amer ican  i n s t r u m e n t s  worked q u i t e  a d e q u a t e l y ,  

I h a v e  t a l k e d  w i t h  them s i n c e ,  some of them t h a t  I go t  to  
know, and t h e y  s a i d ,  "You know, you make some i n s t r u m e n t s  
t h a t  we d o n ' t ,  and w e  h a v e  begun t o  u s e  them."  I t  was t h e  

Same t h i n g ,  t h e y  had a b l o o d  s u b s t i t u t e ,  which  had a h i g h  

molecular v a l u e ,  and t h e y  wanted  t h a t  r a t h e r  t h a n  our blood 

p l a s m a  which t h e y  f e l t  c a u s e d  h e p a t i t i s .  I n e v e r  r e c e i v e d  

a n y  complaint  f rom any Amer ican  u n i t  or i n d i v i d u a l  who was 

t r e a t e d  by S w e d i s h  d o c t o r s  i n  Swed i sh  u n i f o r m s .  I 

u n d e r s t a n d - - 1  h a v e  no personal experience i n  t h i s - - t h a t  t h e  

U N  [ U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ]  f o r c e s  i n  Lebanon a r e  i n t e r u s i n g  

a v a i l a b l e  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l ,  T h e r e  is no reason why t h e y  

s h o u l d n ' t .  R u t  t h e  b e s t  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t y  i n  Lebanon is t h e  
A m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y  M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  and Hospital  r i g h t  i n  

w e s t e r n  B e i r u t .  I t  h a s  a lways  b e e n  s t a f f e d - - i t  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  h a c k  i n  1880 ,  I th ink - -and  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t e d  by 

Amer ican  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  IIEW [Heal th ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and 
W e l f a r e ]  a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  t h e  p re sen t  u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l  i n  
t h e  1 9 5 0 s  o v e r  i n  B e i r u t  when t h e  big h o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g  

p r o g r a m  was  g o i n g  on i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

H i l l - B u r t o n  law. T h e r e  w a s n ' t  much p u b l i c i t y ,  b u t  a $30 
m i l l i o n  h o s p i t a l  was b u i l t  i n  B e i r u t .  I t  was an  American 

h o s p i t a l ,  a n  American u n i v e r s i t y ,  and had an American staff. 
I t ' s  a w o n d e r f u l  experience t o  see b e c a u s e  c h i e f s  of s t a f E  
a t  Hopk ins  or  M i c h i g a n  or Har i ia rd  go over f o r  3 yea r s  and 

r u n  t h o s e  d e p a r t m e n t s .  Almost t h e  e n t i r e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  
l i k e s  to s e n d  t h e i r  y o u n g e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  to  t h e  Amer ican  
h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  i n  B e i r u t ,  How much t h i s  is g o i n g  t o  
i n f l u e n c e  o u r  p l a n n e r s  from h a v i n g  d e a l t  w i t h  NATO and UN 

combined  Eorces of wha t  we need i n  t h e  way o f  m o b i l e  

s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  combat  u n i t s  can o n l y  be s p e c u l a t e d .  

I t h i n k  i t  would b e  a n i c e  t h i n g  t o  h e a r  d i s c u s s e d  o v e r  a t  
the A i r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  War College w h e r e  
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some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  used  t o  s a y ,  "What do  you o v e r  a t  thc 

h o s p i t a l  know a b o u t  t h e  s t a f f ?  Are t h e y  r e a l l y  t o p  people? 

We have  r e s i d e n t s  t r a i n i n g  a t  o u r  h o s p i t a l  a t  my command, 
a n d  I have  l e a r n e d  t h a t  w h e r e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  b e i n g  t r a i n e d  i t  
is J u s t  l i k e  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e ,  you have  t h e  b e s t . "  W e l l ,  

t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  here a t  Maxwel l  F i e l d  h a s  a lwaLs  been v e r y  

h i g h - c l a s s  and v e r y  good p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  R u t  h e r e  were 

---_-I commandinq o f f i c e r s ;  t h e y  were g e n e r a l s .  I came here to  the 

c o u r s e ,  and t h e y  were a s k i n g  a b o u t  the q u a l i t y  of t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  man i n  a s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l  on t h i s  b a s e .  Is 
t h a t  g o i n g  t o  i n f l u e n c e  h i s  p l a n n i n g  when h e  s tarts t h i n k i n g  

a b o u t  a combat s i t u a t i o n ?  I t  may, I d o n ' t  know. 

-_ - 

__ 

C :  T h e r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w e  have  been  on f o r  t h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  

o f  m i n u t e s  t h a t  b r i n g s  a q u e s t i o n  to  mind. Are you s a y i n g  

t h a t  we r e a l l y  o u g h t  t o  l o o k  a t  Europe  and o t h e r  f i e l d s  of 

o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of i n t e r o p e r a b i l i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  a l o n g  A m e r i c a n  l i n e s ?  

M :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is any q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t .  

C :  And f u r t h e r  t h a t  we s h o u l d  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  b i g  h o s p i t a l  

m e n t a l i t y  w h i c h  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  some s h o r t f a l l s  when we g e t  i n  
a combat  s i t u a t i o n  where w e  r e a l l y  need m o b i l e  f a c i l i t i e s .  

M :  R i g h t .  

C :  HOW would you go a b o u t  t h a t ,  s i r ?  In y o u r  v i s i t s  t o  USAFE 
[ U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e s  i n  E u r o p e ] ,  PACAF [ P a c i f i c  A i r  

Forces] ,  and A l a s k a n  A i r  Command [ A A C l ,  you had an  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  see m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  a l l  of  t h o s e  

locat ions and i n  a v a r i e t y  of y e a r s .  I f  you compare t h e  
e a r l y  19511s t o  y o u r  l a s t  t o u r  t o  USAFE i n  1 9 6 8 ,  would you 
s a y  t h a t  w e  have  p r o g r e s s e d  a l o n g  t h a t  r o u t e ,  or  is i t  
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p r e t t y  much t h e  same as  it w a s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s  when you 

f i r s t  a r r i v e d  t h e r e ?  

t4: We have  n o t  p r o g r e s s e d  b e c a u s e  w e  h a v e n ' t  had  combat  t o  p u s h  

U S  i n t o  i t .  We h a v e  had s i m u l a t e d  combat i n  our maneuvers .  

I t  is my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  from f r i e n d s  of mine who a re  i n  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  t h e a t e r  t h a t  t h e r e  is more u t i l i z a t i o n  of German 

m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  by A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  maneuver  

a r e a s  t h a n  t h e r e  eve r  h a s  b e e n  beEore .  T o  wha t  degree t h i s  

is  t a k i n g  ,place and how it is a f f e c t i n g  p l a n n i n g ,  I h a v e  no 
i d e a .  I would hope t h a t  our p r e p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  t a n k s  and 

a r t i I l e r y  and so E o r t h  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s n ' t  r equi re  
p r e p o s i t i o n i n g  of l a rge  h o s p i t a l s .  I t h i n k  we c o u l d  t a k e  a 

page o u t  of  t h e  German war e x p e r i e n c e ,  They u t i l i z e d  t h e  
c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  by d e s i g n a t i n g  a ward or a f l o o r  

a s  a m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  b u i l d i n g  a b i g  m i l i t a r y  

h o s p i t a l .  T o  be v e r y  f a c t u a l  every f o r e i g n  m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r  t h a t  I h a v e  t a l k e d  to is e x t r e m e l y  j ea lous  of t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  b i g  h o s p i t a l s  we h a v e ,  b u t  d o , t h e y  h a v e  a t r u e  
m i  1 i t a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t  ? 

C :  Y e t  t h e y  a re  much more E l e x i b l e ,  and  i n  terms of  

p r a c t i c a l i t y  t h e y  would be much more e f f e c t i v e  d u r i n g  a 
wartime s i t u a t i o n .  

M:  N o t  o n l y  t h a t ,  b u t  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  p e o p l e  d o n ' t  g e t  

wed to t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  career is a b i g  

h o s p i t a l .  L e t  m e  t e l l  you about  t h e  Swedes and t h e  Swiss .  

They  have  t o t a l  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ;  e v e r y b o d y  h a s  t o  s e r v e .  I 

t h i n k  t h e  l a r g e s t  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l  t h a t  t h e  Swedes have  is 

2 8  b e d s ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  s e n d  a man or woman to  a c i v i l i a n  
h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  d a c t o r  who t a k e s  care of t h a t  p a t i e n t  
i m m e d i a t e l y  i s  unde r  reserve m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  and  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  proper m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  h i s t o r y  of t h a t  

i n d i v i d u a l  u n t i l  h e  is d i s c h a r g e d  b a c k  to  h i s  u n i t .  So b o t h  
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t h e  m i l i t a r y  medical s e r g e a n t s  and  t h e  m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r s  arc  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  s o l d i e r  i n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  
c a p a c i t y  w h i l e  d o i n g  t h e i r  c i v i l i a n  j o b .  

C :  T h a t  shows a t r e m e n d o u s  amount o f  f l e x i b i l i t y .  

M: Yes. The c h i e f  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Swed i sh  A i r  Force 

g o e s  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  a t  6 : 3 0  i n  t h e  morning .  H e  works  u n t i l  
11. Then he  h a s  l u n c h ,  and i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  h e  h a s  h i s  

p r i v a t e  c i v i l i a n  p r a c t i c e ,  and he  d o e s  h i s  s u r g e r y  i n  t h e  

c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  B u t  i n  t h e  morn ing  he  

1s on m i l i t a r y  s t a t u s .  The S w i s s  are  t h e  same way. T h e  

S w i s s  have  no m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  I f  a S w i s s  s o l d i e r  o r  

a i rman is  i n j u r e d ,  he  is s e n t  to  t h e  S w i s s  h o s p i t a l ,  and 

h e r e  aga in ,  t h e  S w i s s  r e s e r v e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  are 
a v a i l a b l e ,  and t h e y  t a k e  care o f  him and  a l l  h i s  m i l i t a r y  

papers.  I f  t h e y  f o u l  up h i s  papers, t h i s  comes back o n  

t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  r e c o r d .  I f ,  f o r  example, h e  d e v e l o p s  
t u b e r c u l o s i s ,  t h e y  s e n d  him to  t h e  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l ,  and a 

d i a g n o s i s  is  made. H e  is not c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  r o l l ,  
b u t  he  is i m m e d i a t e l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e  c i v i l i a n  program, 
w h a t  we c a l l  MEDICAID [ M e d i c a l  A i d ] ,  and  h e  is  g i v e n  full 
t rea tment  a s  a ward o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  n o t  as a m i l i t a r y  man, 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  r a n k .  H e  is f i n a l l y  s e n t  to  
r e c o n v a l e s c e n c e .  They are  so f l e x i b l e  on t h i s  t h a t  t h e y  

f i n d  i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d  o u r  t r emendous  

h o s p i t a l - m e d i c a l  s e t u p  t h a t  g o e s  w i t h  o u r  f o r c e s  w h e t h e r  

t h e y  are Army, Navy, o r  A i r  Force. 

C :  The whole  q u e s t i o n  of wha t  w e  e x p e c t  o f  d o c t o r s ,  I t h i n k ,  

a l s o  l e a d s  t o  a n o t h e r  i s s u e ,  o n e  t h a t  I wan ted  t o  save 
toward  t h e  end  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t  would be  
more a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e .  T h a t  is t h e  q u e s t i o n  of r e t a i n i n g  

t h e  good d o c t o r s  t h a t  we have  w h e t h e r  t h e y  are i n  a large 
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h o s p i t a l  s e tup  or a s s i g n e d  to  o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  them 
t o  a p o i n t  where  t h e y  have  become e f f e c t i v e  f o r  a n  e n t i r e  

career. T h e r e  is, o f  c o u r s e ,  a v e r y  real  p r o f i t  n o t i v e  on 

t h e  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  I t h o u g h t  you m i g h t  w a n t  t o  comment o n  what  

w e  could  do to  r e t a i n  more e x c e l l e n t  doctors i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e s .  

Y :  I w i s h  I c o u l d  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n .  I t  is s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  

h a s  plagued u s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  and I t h i n k  w e  h a v e  a l l  s p e n t  
a g r e a t  d e a l  of time on it. As dean  o f  m e d i c i n e  a t  O h i o  

S t a t e ,  I was v e r y  proud t h a t  e v e r y  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  had 

g r a d u a t e s  t h a t  e n t e r e d  t h e  Army, Navy, or  A i r  Force s e r v i c e .  

We had s e m i n a r s  i n  which  we d i s c u s s e d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  of  

m i l i t a r y  l i f e  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  young d o c t o r  b u t  w i t h  h i s  

w i f e  o r  h i s  f i a n c e e .  The a v e r a g e  c i v i l i a n  h a s  a c e r t a i n  

amount  of awe about t h e  mi l i t a ry  and  what  is g o i n g  to 
h a p p e n  i n  m i l i t a r y  l i f e .  I t h i n k  o n e  of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  is 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  doctors is to  k e e p  t h e i r  w i v e s  happy. 
T h i s  is t r u e  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  as w e l l  as  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  

Wives  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h a v e  a t e n d e n c y  t o  assume t h e  r a n k  of 
t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  T h i s  c a n  be v e r y  d i s c o u r a g i n g  to  t h e  w i f e  
o f  a young c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  Medical Corps. She  h a s  a f e a r  of 

b e i n g  t o l d  t o  do  s o m e t h i n g  or n o t  do s o m e t h i n g  or b e i n g  

t o l d  s h e  h a s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  c e r t a i n  social  fUnCtiOnS. 

T h e  g r a d u a t e s  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  Academies l e a r n  a g r e a t  deal  
a b o u t  t h e  social  r e spons ib i l i t i e s  of t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  as wel l  
a s  t h e i r  own, as t h e y  go t h r o u g h  t h e  cadet  s c h o o l s .  T h e r e  

i s  n o t h i n g  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  medica l  o f f i c e r s .  
Medical s c h o o l  h a s  a f u l l  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  i t s e l f  w i t h o u t  

t r y i n g  to h a n d l e  social g r a c e s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h i s .  One 

t h i n g  t h a t  I f o u n d  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  w i v e s  
were impressed t h a t  t h e r e  was t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of a C o u n t r y  

c l u b  i n  t h e  o f f i c e r s  c l u b .  T h e r e  was u s u a l l y  a golf c o u r s e  

o n  a n  a i rbase.  On many o f  t h e  a i r b a s e s ,  t h e r e  was a n  
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o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g .  T h e r e  were n u r s e r i e s ,  and  

t h e r e  were b a b y s i t t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  

i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  What were t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  t hey  w o r r i e d  
a b o u t ?  The  c u l t u r a l  t h i n g s - - w h e r e  wou ld  t h e y  e v e r  g e t  a 
c h a n c e  t o  g o  t o  t h e  t h e a t e r ?  Where w o u l d  t h e y  g e t  a chance 
t o  g o  to t h e  symphony? Where would t h e y  g e t  a c h a n c e  to  go 

t o  t h e  o p e r a ?  T h i s  is q u i t e  a s a l e s  p o i n t  i n  t r y i n g  to g e t  

a d o c t o r  t o  l o c a t e  i n  a smaller  community. I f  t h e y  a r e  an 

h o u r  or two from a m e t r o p o l i t a n  a rea ,  you c a n  s e l l  t h a t  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  a rea ,  i t s  a r t s  and c u l t u r e .  H o w  do you d o  i t  

i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ?  W e l l ,  of course ,  you h a v e  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  i f  

you  g e t  s e n t  overseas  t o  Germany o r  England  you h a v e  a l l  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  b u t  i f  you g e t  s e n t  u p  t o  Montana,  

i t  i s n ‘ t  v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  t h e  a r t s  and c u l t u r e ,  and you 

h a v e  t o  s w i t c h  o v e r  t o  s k i i n g  and h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g .  which 

may a t t r a c t  t h e  husband  more t h a n  t h e  w i f e .  

C :  I t  may c o n f l i c t  w i t h  __ b o t h  of t h e i r  s e l f - i m a g e s .  

M :  Yes, no  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h a t .  We t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  m i l i t a r y  

s o c i a l  l i f e  t o  t h e  couple as a f a m i l y  and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  

T h e  b a s e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  as most d o c t o r s  g e t  q u a r t e r s  o n  t h e  

b a s e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  “ 2 4  h o u r s  a d a y . ”  

They  g e t  to  a p o i n t  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  a soc ia l  

s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  is f u n d a m e n t a l l y  b a s e d  o n  m i l i t a r y  
d i s c i p l i n e .  The  f i r e  m a r s h a l  comes i n  and l o o k s  a t  t h e  

h o u s e .  T h e  s e c u r i t y  people come a r o u n d  w i t h  t h e i r  d o g s  and 

c h e c k  t h e  o u t s i d e  and may o n  occasion come i n s i d e .  You h a v e  
t o  h a v e  a pass  t o  g e t  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  g a t e .  You h a v e  t o  
show a p a s s  t o  go i n t o  t h e  base commissary  or i n t o  t h e  b a s e  

exchange .  T h e  p r ices  a t  t h e  e x c h a n g e  a r e n ’ t  t h a t  much 

b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  are  a t  d i s c o u n t  h o u s e s .  The  commissary  is 
f i n e  i f  you h a v e  f i v e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  how d o  you b r e a k  down 

some of t h e  u n i t s ?  T h e  a i rbase  commissaries h a v e  done  
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b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  Army, I t h i n k ,  o n  t h i s  i n  s t o c k i n g  

i n d i v i d u a l  b r e a k f a s t  f o o d s  and s p e c i a l t y  f o o d s .  One of  my 

a s s o c i a t e s  g o e s  over t o  W r i g h t - P a t  e v e r y  month ,  and h e  w i l l  
b r i n g  b a c k  $ 2 0 0  w o r t h  of food  from t h e  commissary .  They are  
a c c u s t o m e d  t o  the b i g  c a n s  and t h e  b i g  p a c k a g e s ,  and t h e y  
know what  t h e y  want  i n  meat and so f o r t h .  I t  is j u s t  he  and 

h i s  w i f e .  S h e  is the d a u g h t e r  of a n  A i r  F o r c e  g e n e r a l ,  and 

h e  was 29  y e a r s  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y ,  t h e  i a s t  par t  as a colonel.  
When I had  t h e s e  y o u n g e r  people, I t r ied  to  get  t h i s  couple 
a n d  s i x  o t h e r s  t o  t a l k  w i t h  them and  t e l l  w h a t  t h e y  d i d  and 
how t h e y  l i v e d  and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h .  "How 
could you be i n t e r e s t e d  if you had a d i f f e r e n t  d e n o m i n a t i o n  

i n  t h e  p u l p i t  e v e r y  time t h e  c h a p l a i n  changed?"  Well, t h e y  

e x p l a i n e d  t h i s  to  them. T h e s e  a r e  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  

more c o n s i d e r a t i o n  m u s t  be g i v e n  to  r e c r u i t i n g .  

You t h e n  g e t  them a b o a r d ,  and t h e y  want t o  s t r i v e  for t h e i r  

r e s i d e n c y .  They  g e t  t h e i r  r e s i d e n c y ,  and  t h e y  g e t  b o a r d  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  Now t h e y  d o n ' t  wan t  to  be s e n t  to  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  c e n t e r ;  t h e y  d o n ' t  want  to be  s e n t  to  
s c h o o l .  The o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  wan t  is f i v e  or s i x  p r e p a i d  
t r i p s  to  m e d i c a l  c o n v e n t i o n s  e a c h  y e a r ,  which h a v e  t o  be 

j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  as e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s .  Many 

commanding o f f i c e r s  require them t o  report  w h a t  t h e y  d i d ,  

s a i d ,  and  h e a r d .  I f  t h e y  are c i v i l i a n s  t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  
r e p o r t  t o  anybody when t h e y  come b a c k  from a m e d i c a l  
m e e t i n g .  T h i s  may i r r i t a t e  them a l i t t l e  b i t .  I f  t h e y  a re  
i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  i n  a h o s p i t a l  or g r o u p  practice,  t h e  f i r m  

a l w a y s  pays f o r  t h e  w i f e  t o  go a l o n g .  Well, t h e  m i l i t a r y  

d o e s n ' t .  I h a v e  a l w a y s  f e l t  you c o u l d  use Reserve  o f f i c e r s  

t o  b e t t e r  a d v a n t a g e  by h a v i n g  p r o g r a m s  i n  which you 
d i s c u s s e d  the p r o s  and  c o n s  of  m i l i t a r y  l i f e  and  why you c a n  

s t i l l  he  a p h y s i c i a n  when you p u t  o n  t h e  u n i f o r m  Of a 

m i l i t a r y  man or  m i l i t a r y  woman. I have  always f e l t  t h e r e  
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c o u l d  be a n  i n c r e a s e d  recrui tment  of f e m a l e  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  
b r a n c h e s  s u c h  a s  p e d i a t r i c s ,  o b s t e t r i c s ,  a n e s t h e s i o l o g y ,  and 

X-ray so t h a t  o t h e r  s l o t s  c o u l d  be made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

p e r s o n n e l  i n  s u r g e r y  and m e d i c i n e .  

C :  Then  you f e e l  w e  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  t r a i n  more R e s e r v e  

p hy s i c  i a  n s  ? 

M :  I t h i n k  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  you s h o u l d  have  a r e c r u i t m e n t  of  

R e s e r v e s .  T h i s  is a v e r y ,  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  

you  b r i n g  t h e  Rese rve  on and t h e  a v e r a g e  h o s p i t a l  commander 

says ,  " F i n e ,  you are  a s s i g n e d  t o  m e d i c i n e  or s u r g e r y , "  

w h a t e v e r  y o u r  s p e c i a l t y  is. H e  s p e n d s  2 weeks  a y e a r  on 
a c t i v e  d u t y ,  and h e  sees p r a c t i c a l l y  no  m i l i t a r y  l i f e .  He 

wears a u n i f o r m  and s a l u t e s ,  goes t h r o u g h  t h a t ,  b u t  he  

d o e s n ' t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  m i l i t a r y  s ide  o f  t h e  f o r c e  

t h a t  h e  is w i t h .  

C :  I f  t h e  S w i s s  and  t h e  Swedes ,  f o r  example, have  no  p rob lem 

making t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom m i l i t a r y  to  c i v i l i a n  u s i n g  t h e i r  

reserve s y s t e m ,  i s n ' t  t h e r e  s o m e t h i n g  we can  l ea rn  f rom t h a t  

s y s t e i n  t o  allow f o r  longer  Reserve  p e r i o d s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  
m i l i t a r y  l i f e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a re  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h o s e  2 weeks  or 3 

weeks  or 4 w e e k s ?  Can  w e  e n c o u r a g e  f o r m e r  f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s ,  

o n c e  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  8 - y e a r  o b l i g a t i o n  is  up ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  
t h e i r  R e s e r v e  s t a t u s  so t h a t  w e  c a n  c a l l  o n  them i n  case of 

emergency?  

M: Y o u r  number o n e  problem is t o  show a d o c t o r  t h a t  h e  i s n ' t  

g o i n g  to  be c a l l e d  u p  w i l l y - n i l l y  b e c a u s e  we g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  

some s o r t  o f  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h e  M a r i n e s  o v e r  i n  Lebanon 

r i g h t  now [1982]. When t h e  MD l e a v e s  hi:; c i v i l i a n  pos t ,  

t h e r e  is nobody making  a s a l a r y  f o r  him. I t  is n o t  l i k e  

l e a v i n g  a company t h a t  s a y s ,  "We w i l l  s u p p o r t  you as long  a s  
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you a re  ca l led  to  a c t i v e  d u t y ,  and t h e r e  w i l l  be a job h e r e  

for  you w h e n  you come b a c k . "  When t h e  doc tor  or t h e  l a w y e r  

o r  d e n t i s t  is c a l l e d  u p  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y ,  t h e  income t h a t  he  

i s  accustomed to  back  home and h i s  p r i v a t e  c l i e n t e l e  cease. 
H e  t h i n k s  twice b e f o r e  he  decides t h a t  h e  w i l l  proceed a s  a 
R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r .  I t h i n k  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  program 
O f  t h e  R e s e r v e s  shou lc ;  be o r i e n t e d  n o t  to  t e a c h  him s u r g e r y  
o r  m e d i c i n e  b u t  s h o u l d  be o r i e n t e d  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  I would 

s a y  95 p e r c e n t  o f  i t  s h o u l d  be m i l i t a r y  o r i e n t a t i o n .  We had 
s i x  former A i r  Force o f f i c e r s  and t w o  Navy i n  my o f f i c e  when 

I was v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  and  d e a n  a t  t h e  College o f  Wedic ine .  

W e  k e p t  a w o r l d  map u n d e r  c u r t a i n s ,  and  w e  had a l l  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  we could p i c k  u p  i n  t h e  paper and  magaz ines .  We 
h a d  a s i t u a t i o n  map, and e v e r y  2 o r  3 days,  we would have  

coffee and t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  was g o i n g  o n  i n  t h e  wor ld .  We 
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  would come and l i s t e n  t o  u s  
a n d  say ,  "Why t h e  h e l l  d o n ' t  w e  have  t h a t  i n  our u n i t ?  Why 

d o  we have  to h a v e  s t u p i d  t h i n g s ?  Why d o n ' t  w e  have  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is i n t e r e s t i n g ? "  I t h i n k  t h e  c r e a t i v e  
i m a g i n a t i o n  of  t h e  people who are r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  R e s e r v e  

p r o g r a m s  and e d u c a t i o n  h a s  to be tapped f rom a m e d i c a l  

s t a n d p o i n t  o f ,  "What possible r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is t h i s  man 

g o i n g  t o  h a v e ? "  I f  h e  is a m o b i l i z a t i o n  a s s i g n e e ,  he  knows 

w h e r e  he is g o i n g ,  and  h e  c a n  s p e n d  time work ing  on t h a t  

p o s i t i o n .  R u t  t h e r e  is a v e r y  l i m i t e d  number of 

m o b i l i z a t i o n  a s s i g n e e s ,  so how d o  you g e t  R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f o r c e ?  HOW d o  you g e t  them i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e  b l u e  u n i f o r m  as d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom t h e  g r e e n  u n i f o r m ?  

What r e a l l y  m o t i v a t e s  them? S u r e ,  i f  you s t a y  w i t h  it l o n g  
e n o u g h ,  you c a n  g e t  a r e t i r e m e n t  program, b u t  t h a t  i s n ' t  of 

g r e a t  i n c e n t i v e  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  p h y s i c i a n  t h a t  you m i g h t  
r ec ru i t .  So you h a v e  t o  f i n d  o u t  why he l i k e s  t o  come on 

a c t i v e  d u t y .  
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(End Tape  6 ,  S i d e  2 )  

M :  We are  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m  of  r e c r u i t i n g  a n d  r e t a i n i n g  

R e s e r v e s  and t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h i s  c a u s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  
p h y s i c i a n s .  I a m  t o l d  i t  i s  much easier t o  r e c r u i t  R e s e r v e  

n u r s e s  and R e s e r v e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  t h a n  i t  is t o  
r e c r u i t  p h y s i c i a n s  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. Of course,  you go 

b a c k  to  t h e  1960s ,  and t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  popular a b o u t  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a c a d e m i c  w o r l d .  I t  

w a s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a i n t a i n  i n t e r e s t .  My e x p e r i e n c e  a t  

t h a t  time was t h a t  w e  were s t i l l  a b l e  i n  our  col lege t o  
r ec ru i t  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from 

r e c r u i t i n g  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  O u r  people w e r e n ' t  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  Two of t h e  o t h e r  s c h o o l s  i n  

O h i o  r e c r u i t e d  v e r y  wel l  f o r  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  b u t  v e r y  p o o r l y  

for t h e  m i l i t a r y .  P e o p l e  used  to  j o k e  t h a t  I ,  a s  d e a n ,  

o r d e r e d  them t o  he  i n t e r e s t e d .  Y o u  have  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  

y o u r s e l f .  The c h a p  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  Nava l  R e c r u i t i n g  O f f i c e  

was a v e r y  s k i l l e d  c a r d i o l o g i s t .  I used  to  p r o v i d e  him my 

o f f i c e  and  conference room f o r  h i s  meet ings w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  
s t u d e n t s .  I was a b l e  to g e t  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army 

a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A i r  Force t o  come and s p e a k  to t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
So o u t  o f  200  g r a d u a t i n g  s e n i o r s ,  w e  u s u a l l y  had 1 6  to 18 

t h a t  went  o n  m i l i t a r y  d u t y .  I t  can be d o n e ,  b u t  you m u s t  be 

c r e a t i v e  and  u s e  y o u r  i m a g i n a t i o n  to  t i e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  to  t h e  

t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s .  

C :  So t h e  emphasis on m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  is  a m u s t  c e r t a i n l y .  
Would you t h i n k  b o n u s e s  to k e e p  d o c t o r s  i n  would be 

e f f e c t i v e  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ?  I a m  s ay ing  p a s t  t h e  8 - y e a r  
p o i n t .  Say we t a k e  a s t u d e n t  t h r o u g h  ROTC. He g o e s  t o  

m e d i c a l  school a t  U n c l e  Sam ' s  expense, and 8 y e a r s  l a t e r  he  

h a s  f u l f i l l e d  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n .  He c a n  now leave t h e  s e r v i c e .  
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Would b o n u s e s ,  t o  y o u r  way of  r e a s o n i n g ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  

r e t i r e m e n t  a t t r a c t  s u c h  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ?  

M :  The  bonus  was o r i g i n a l l y  used  because you c o u l d  o n l y  p r o v i d e  

f i n a n c i a l  r e m u n e r a t i o n  by t a n k .  The bonus  is t h e  answer t o  

m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  same promotion s t r u c t u r e  f o r  medical 
p e r s o n n e l  t h a t  you have  f o r  t h e  l i n e  p e r s o n n e l .  I would 

h a v e  t o  s a y  t h e  bonus  is a d e f i n i t e  i n d u c e m e n t .  I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  i t  is a be-a l l  and e n d - a l l ,  because i f  a p e r s o n  w a n t s  

t o  g e t  o u t  and  take  t h e  c i v i l i a n  r o u t e ,  i t ' s  a l o n g ,  h a r d  

d a y .  The a v e r a g e  m i l i t a r y  d o c t o r  p u t s  i n  maybe 4 0  h o u r s  a 

w e e k .  and  t h e  a v e r a g e  c i v i l i a n  d o c t o r  p u t s  i n  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

70 to  75 h o u r s  a week. So t h e  r e m u n e r a t i o n  v e r s u s  f r e e  time 
a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  becomes v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  A s  a n  example, t h e  

o f f i c e r s  c l u b  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  is a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

o u t l a y  i n  i n i t i a t i o n  f e e s  and d u e s .  The  a v a i i a b i l i t y  o f  

a t h l e t i c  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  golE an6  h o r s e b a c k  r i d i n g ,  is 
v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  The h i g g e r  t h e  cornmunity, 

t h e  more e x p e n s i v e  it is. T h e s e  t h i n g s  become s t i m u l i  t o  a 
p e r s o n  t h a t  is w a v e r i n g ,  I t h i n k  a doctor  who w a n t s  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  and c a n  f i n d ,  as t h e y  d i d  i n  t h e  o l d  days,  h o b b i e s ,  

w h e t h e r  it is  s t u d y i n g  i n s e c t s  o r  s t u d y i n g  at?iimlS or 
s t u d y i n g  l i b r a r i e s  or b e i n g  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  h a s  

more f r e e  time for t h a t  i f  h e  w a n t s  t o  t a k e  i t  i n  t h e  

m i l i t a r y .  T h e  demands on h i s  time are not as heavy  so h e  

h a s  a more r e l a x e d  l i f e .  You a r e  f i n d i n g  t h a t  c i v i l i a n  

d o c t o r s  are  b e g i n n i n g  t o  change .  They are c u t t i n g  down t h e  

number o f  h o u r s  t h e y  a re  w o r k i n g ,  t h e y  a re  t a k i n g  time o f f ,  

a n d  t h e y  a re  away f r o m  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e .  They d o n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  

c o m p u l s i v e  d e s i r e  t o  be t h e r e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  or t h a t  t h e y  have  

t o  have  a bigger  h o u s e  t h a n  t h e  c h a p  down t h e  s t ree t  or t h a t  
t h e y  h a v e  t o  h a v e  more cars .  T h a t  is no  l o n g e r  t h e  b ig  

d r i v i n g  force t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  decades. I know 

o n e  doctor who works 4 months  and takes a month o f f ,  works 4 
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months  and  t akes  a month of€. H e  and h i s  w i f e  have  been t o  

S o u t h  America. They  got  i n t r i g u e d ,  and t h e y  went  to  N e w  
G u i n e a .  They  wan ted  t o  see w h a t  t h e  P a c i f i c  war i n  N e w  

G u i n e a  was l i k e ,  so t h e y  went  u p c o u n t r y  and  s a w  t h e  

a b o r i g i n e s  and  t h e  f o r m e r  man eater  tr ibes.  They have  been  
t o  C h i n a ;  t h e y  h a v e  been  t o  J a p a n .  H e  j u s t  f l a t l y  s t a t e s ,  

p l a n s  h i s  w h o l e  o f f i c e  l i k e  t h i s ,  t h a t  h e  w i l l  work 4 months 

a n d  t h e n  he  w i l l  t a k e  a month o f f .  H e  s p e n d s  1 month e a c h  

y e a r  i n  F l o r i d a  r e a d i n g  and swimming. They have  a 

condominium t h a t  t h e y  l e a s e .  I t  is s u r p r i s i n g  how many 

books  of  w o r l d  a f f a i r s  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t ha t  he  w i l l  c o v e r  i n  

3 0  d a y s  o n  t h e  b e a c h .  They g e t  up ,  go swimming, come back 

a n d  h a v e  b r e a k f a s t ,  and he  s t r e t c h e s  o u t  and r e a d s ,  and she 

r e a d s .  They are n o t  a n t i s o c i a l ;  t h e y  l e a d  a q u i t e  a c t i v e  
soc ia l  l i f e  a t  home. T h i s  is t h e  s o r t  of  t h i n g  t h a t  I am 
see ing  i n  t h e  y o u n g e r  d o c t o r s  coming on t h a t  I d i d n ' t  see i n  

my g e n e r a t i o n .  

C: The  q u e s t i o n  I h a v e  t h e n ,  Doctor, is w h e t h e r  t h i s  new 

l i f e s t y l e  is a n y  less a n t i p a t h e t i c  to  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l i f e s t y l e  

t h a n  t h e  e a r l i e r  fo rm?  We t a l k  abou t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i v e n e s s  of 
t h e  l a s t  t w o  d e c a d e s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  d o c t o r s  on  t h e  o u t s i d e  

would  h a v e  a b e t t e r  opportuni ty  to  a c h i e v e  t h e  good t h i n g s  

i n  l i f e ,  b u t  would  t h i s  r e l a x e d  l i f e s t y l e  be any less 
a n t i p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  r e g i m e n t a t i o n ,  as t h e y  see it  f rom t h e  
o u t s i d e ,  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ?  The  f a c t  t h a t  someone else is 
t e l l i n g  you where  you are g o i n g  t o  g o  n e x t  y e a r ,  t e l l i n g  you 

when you a re  going  t o  g e t  up, and o f  course, t h e  b u s i n e s s  of 
u n i  f oms?  

i d :  I c a n ' t  answer t h a t .  I see some t r e n d s  t h a t  would i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  to  a c h i e v e  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  t h e y  want  t h e y  would be 

w i l l i n g  t o  accept t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e .  

T h e  concept o f  r e t i r e m e n t  is j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  to  i n f i l t r a t e  
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t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  Doctors were l i k e  l a w y e r s ;  t h e y  

n e v e r  r e t i r e d .  They  m i g h t  slow down, b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

r e t i r e .  Today I am s e e i n g  a l a r g e  number of d o c t o r s  i n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  pract ice  and  i n  g r o u p  prac t ice  and  i n  h o s p i t a l s  

a n d  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t a k i n g  r e t i r e m e n t  a t  6 5  a n d  r e € u s i n g  t o  

r enew t h e i r  l i c e n s e  so t h a t  t h e y  c a n  say i f  somebody c a l l s ,  
"i a m  sorry I c a n ' t  see you because I a m  n o t  l i c e n s e d . "  I 

l o o k  back  20 y e a r s ,  and I d i d n ' t  know anybody t h a t  d i d  t h a t .  
I look t o d a y ,  and I know 50  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  people my a g e  are 
n o t  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  i n  m e d i c i n e .  They are t o t a l l y  r e t i r e d ,  

a n d  I t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  a g i n g  more r a p i d l y  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  u s  who 

m a i n t a i n  some a c t i v i t i e s .  Some of  them play a lo t  of g o l f ,  

a n d  some of them d o  a l o t  o€ f i s h i n g .  R u t  I t h i n k  o n e  n e e d s  

to h a v e  some m e n t a l  s t i m u l a t i o n ,  I would s a y  da i ly .  O n e  

o n l y  g e t s  s t i m u l a t e d  when h e  h a s  some some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  You c a n  say, "Well, I c a n  s i t  i n  a l i b r a r y  

a n d  r e a d . "  Yes, t h a t ' s  d e l i g h t f u l ,  b u t  t h a t  i s n ' t  t h e  

s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w h e t h e r  i t 's  
r u n n i n g  y o u r  own o f f i c e  or r u n n i n g  a b i g  h o s p i t a l  or r u n n i n g  

a m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  

C :  You are  s a y i n g  d e c i s i o n m a k i n g  is  a n  important p a r t .  

M :  Extremely  so. When I r e t i r e d  t h a t  was t h e  h a r d e s t  t h i n g  to  
g e t  u sed  to ,  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  d e c i s i o n m a k i n g  e v e r y  h o u r  on 

t h e  h o u r .  I h a v e  l e a r n e d  to l i v e  w i t h  i t .  I am v e r y  happy 

t h a t  I h a v e  b e e n  ab ie  t o  k e e p  up o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

C :  W h i l e  we are still o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  of d o c t o r s  coming i n t o  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  or  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  mi l i t a ry ,  do you  f e e l  t h e  Medical 

Corps h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  g o t t e n  i t s  f a i r  share  oE p r o m o t i o n s ,  
s t a r t i n g  f rom World War I1 onward?  
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M :  L e t ' s  g o  a t  i t  f rom a m i l i t a r y  s t a n d p o i n t .  P r o m o t i o n  m e a n t  

i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  O n e ' s  promotion f i l e s  were pa r t  
o f  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  program. I n  t h e  m e d i c a l  f i e l d  p r o m o t i o n  
was p r i m a r i l y  a means by which a d o c t o r  r e c e i v e d  mone ta ry  

r e m u n e r a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o v i d e s  some v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m s  

f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b e c a u s e  i t  c a n ' t  make d o c t o r s  a l l  colonels .  

T o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man a n  i n d i v i d u a l  may b e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a 
bank  or a f o u r - s t a r  g e n e r a l ,  b u t  t h e  d o c t o r  a l r e a d y  sees 
h i m s e l f  as b e i n g  o n  an e q u a l  f o o t i n g  w i t h  t h o s e  t y p e s  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  l i f e .  P r o f e s s i o n a l l y  

h e  is e q u a l  to  them; t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  f i n a n c i a l  r emunera t ion  of an e q u i v a l e n t  
c a p a b i l i t y .  The  m i l i t a r y  d o c t o r  would n o t  be  h a p p i e r  i f  a l l  

o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  were c o l o n e l s  b e c a u s e  h e  w o u l d n ' t  f i t  i n t o  

t h e  l i f e s t y l e  and t h e  s o c i a l  p e c k i n g  o r d e r  i n  a m i l i t a r y  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  is anyway t o  so lve  t h i s  

p rob lem.  

C :  I t  seems to  m e ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  

s c a r c i t y  o f  d o c t o r s  w i l l i n g  t o  s t a y  beyond a c e r t a i n  term i n  

s e r v i c e  t h e y  h a v e  by s e l f - e l i m i n a t i o n  promoted  t h o s e  who 

h a v e  s t a y e d  on .  I am n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  is good o r  b a d ,  I am 
s imply  s a y i n g  t h o s e  people who were i n  s e rv i ce  long  enough 

t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  f o r  c o l o n e l  were s u c h  a small number t o  
b e g i n  w i t h  t h a t  you n e v e r  wound up w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  of a l l  

c h i e f s  and no  I n d i a n s .  You would f i n d ,  f o r  example ,  more 
combat  commanders w a n t i n g  t o  s t a y  t o  c o l o n e l ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  

t h e r e  would b e  more s e n i o r  cap ta ins  and more s e n i o r  m a j o r s  

b u c k i n g  f o r  p r o m o t i o n .  P r o m o t i o n s  seem to  b e  a b i g  t h i n g  

f o r  u s .  Is  it  a b i g  t h i n g  f o r  t h e  d o c t o r s ?  You a r e  t e l l i n g  

m e  no p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  o n e s  t h a t  d o  d e c i d e  t o  s t a y  a r e  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  promoted. 
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M: I t h i n k  promotion is a b i g  t h i n g  i n  any  p a r t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l i n e  comes i n  as second  

l i e u t e n a n t s  and t h e  medical. as  c a p t a i n s  c a u s e s  some of  t h e  
p r o b l e m  r i g h t  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  i f  you go f a r  
enough  b a c k ,  t h e  doctors  had n o  r a n k .  They  were called 

a s s i s t a n t  s u r g e o n s  and  s u r g e o n s .  T h e r e  h a v e  been p r o p o s a l s  
t h a t  I have  seen i n  p e r s o n n e l  board s t u d i e s  t o  t a k e  t h e  r a n k  

away from e v e r y b o d y  b u t  l i n e  o f f i c e r s .  I t h i n k  y o u r  

r e c r u i t i n g  w o u l d  be z e r o e d  i n  r i g h t  t h e n .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  

i s  possible i n  a m i l i t a r y  e n v i r o n m e n t  to  deny r a n k  t o  a l l  
e l i g i b l e  componen t s .  N u r s e s  were n o t  g i v e n  commiss ions  
u n t i l  World War 11, b u t  t h e y  had r a n k  w i t h o u t  commiss ions .  

I l i s t e n e d  i n  World War 11 t o  a l l  t h e  comments about  how 

women s h o u l d  n o t  be allowed to  command men, t h e y  s h o u l d  o n l y  

b e  allowed t o  command women. Today t h e r e  are  g e n e r a l s  i n  
t h e  l i ne ;  t h e r e  a r e  c a p t a i n s  i n  t h e  Navy commanding men. I 

d o n ' t  know w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n  i f  t h e y  go i n t o  combat, how t h i s  

is g o i n g  t o  work. We h a v e  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  had  l i e u t e n a n t  

g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  medical s e r v i c e .  General  E i s e n h o w e r  i n  1 9 4 9  

recommended t h a t  w e  h a v e  f o u r - s t a r  medical directors of t h e  

medical  s e r v i c e .  I am n o t  s u r e  t h a t  is a s o l u t i o n  to t h e  

problem. I t h i n k  i f  you j o i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  you h a v e  to  l i v e  

by t h e  terms and t h e  perimeters t h a t  s u r r o u n d  m i l i t a r y  l i f e .  

You s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  too many special  c o w i d e r a t i o n s  g i v e n  you 

b e c a u s e  you h a v e  a PhD or  a n  ND u n l e s s  you can p e r f o r m  i n  

y o u r  m i l i t a r y  c a p a c i t y .  

C :  D o  you t h i n k  b r a n c h  r i v a l r y  e x t e n d s  to  t h e  Med ica l  Corps a s  
w e l l ?  

M: Gf c o u r s e ,  I t h i n k  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  e sp r i t  d e  corps and 
r i v a l r y  of a n a t u r e  t h a t  breeds e E f i c i e n c y  is v e r y  h e a l t h y .  

I t h i n k  p a r t  of a good commanding o f f i c e r  is  t o  s t i m u l a t e  

t h e  b r a n c h e s  u n d e r  h im to  compete f o r  e x c e l l e n c e .  T h i s  
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b u i l d s  morale. I t  is t h e  s a m e  basis  of why WE have  good 

f o o t b a l l  teams a t  c e r t a i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I t  h a s  a l o t  t o  do 

w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  s t u d e n t  and a l u m n i  i n t e re s t s  i n  t h e  p a r e n t  
u n i t .  I t h i n k  t h i s  is t rue  i n  t h e  mi l i t a ry .  

C :  I n  t h a t  respec t  h a s  t h e r e  been  s u f f i c i e n t  r e c o g n i t i o n  of 

some of t h e  g r e a t  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  of our r e s e a r c h  m e d i c a l  
m e n ?  

M: N O ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so. I t h i n k  i f  o n e  looks back  a t  t h e  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  and t h e  h e r o i s m  of m e d i c a l  men. i t  was 

recognized more pr ior  to  World War I t h a n  i t  h a s  been since 
World  War I .  The work on  y e l l o w  f e v e r ,  malaria,  i n  t h e  

Panama C a n a l ,  i n  Cuba ,  and i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  go t  g r e a t  

recogni t ion .  I f  you were t o  a s k  t h e  average A i r  F o r c e  
m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  a b o u t  G e n e r a l  G r o w  o r  General G r a n t ,  t h e y  

p r o b a b l y  w o u l d n ' t  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  you wha t  they  d i d .  They 

w o u l d n ' t  know t h a t  G e n e r a l  G r o w  was t h e  o n e  who d e v e l o p e d  

body armor f o r  bomber crews. H e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l l y  

h e a t e d  glove.  T h e r e  h a s  been ,  j u s t  as we have  t o d a y ,  no 
h i s t o r i c a l  s ec t ion  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  service of  t h e  

A i r  F o r c e .  The A i r  Force w o u l d n ' t  be f l y i n g  i f  it w e r e n ' t  
f o r  human e n g i n e e r i n g .  M e d i c a l  h a s  been p l a c e d  i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  o f ,  "Over t h e r e  on  t h e  h i l l  is t h e  h o s p i t a l . "  What 

makes it p o s s i b l e  for u s  t o  f u n c t i o n  down h e r e  o n  t h e  f l i g h t  

l i n e  h a s n ' t  b e e n  d r a m a t i z e d .  

C :  How men can s t a y  a l i v e  above  2 0 , 0 0 0  f e e t ,  f o r  example .  

M :  Yes. And how o n e  c a n  t a k e  G f o r c e s ,  what  went  i n t o  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  e j e c t i o n  s e a t .  Randy L o v e l a c e  jumped 
f r o m  4 0 , 0 0 0  f ee t .  We n e v e r  d id  determine what  happened ,  b u t  

h e  l o s t  h i s  g l o v e s ,  he  had h i s  hand f r o s t b i t t e n ,  and h e  was 
u n c o n s c i o u s  when h e  l a n d e d  and had a d i s l o c a t e d  s h o u l d e r .  
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Because oC t h e  problem a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h a t ,  Royn ton  I L t  c o l  
M e l b o u r n e  W. j , who was a l s o  i n  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  l a b o r a t o r y  a t  

W r i g h t - P a t ,  w e n t  u p  w i t h  t w o  p a r a c h u t e s .  He had  done  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  work. He was a n  e x p e r t  s w i m m e r  a n d  had been  

o n  t h e  American Olympic  team b e f o r e  he  w e n t  t o  medicai 

s c h o o l .  He had d e v e l o p e d  a method o f  i n f l a t i n g  and g e t t i n g  

i n t o  t h e  r a f t  a f t e r  you h i t  t h e  water ,  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  y o u r  
p a r a c h u t e .  He d e m o n s t r a t e d  from a c t u a l  p a r a c h u t e  jumps i n t o  
t h e  G u l f  of Mexico how i t  s h o u l d  be done .  Having  l o o k e d  a t  

t h e  f i l m s  on Randy L o v e l a c e ,  h e  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  when you 

came out a b o v e  40 ,000  f e e t  i t  was very i m p o r t a n t  wha t  you 

d i d  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  your  p a r a c h u t e ,  how much f r e e - f a l l  you 

s h o u l d  h a v e ,  w h a t  happened  to  your oxygen  mask and so f o r t h .  

H e  w e n t  u p  and jumped,  and n e i t h e r  o n e  o f  h i s  c h u t e s  opened ,  

a n d  he  was k i l l e d .  F i r s t  L i e u t e n a n t  S c h i c k  w a 5  wounded a t  
P e a r l  H a r b o r .  H e  came i n  w i t h  t h e  B-17s f rom C a l i f o r n i a  

r i g h t  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  of t h e  s e c o n d  Japanese a t t a c k .  H e  

p i c k e d  up a mach inegun  b u l l e t ,  b u t  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  work a l l  

t h a t  d a y  on t h e  f i e l d ,  t r e a t i n g  wounded,  a n d  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e  

a i d  s t a t i o n .  Abou t  10 o ’ c l o c k  t h e y  said,  “ L e t ‘ s  f i x  y o u r  

wound.”  They  t o o k  him i n ,  and  h e  d i e d  f rom a s p i r a t i o n  

because t h e  person who gave t h c  a n e s t h e t i c  d i d n ’ t  know how 

t o  c lear  h i s  a i r w a y .  S c h i c k  and  I were t o g e t h e r  a t  Randolph 

F i e l d  o n  Wednesday,  and T h u r s d a y  morning  h e  was gone .  

Monday morn ing  R e i n a r t z  announced  t h a t  h e  was dead .  I t  

c a u s e d  q u i t e  a r e a c t i o n  among t h o s e  d o c t o r s .  They were a l l  

s t u d y i n g  t o  be f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s .  W e  were a l l  g o i n g  t o  combat  

u n i t s .  We had  a l l  w a t c h e d  t h e  b l a c k o u t  of S a n  A n t o n i o .  Pi.? 

were a l l  c o g n i z a n t  t h a t  when w e  l e f t  w e  were g o i n g  to  be 
a s s i g n e d  to comba t  u n i t s ,  b u t  w e  d i d n ’ t  t h i n k  of i t  i n  terms 
t h a t  w e  m i g h t  ge t  k i l l e d ,  Here w a s  L i e u t e n a n t  S c h i c k ,  a 
classmate,  a l r e a d y  d e a d ,  and w e  had o n l y  b e e n  i n  t h e  war  

1 d a y .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a g e n e r a l  r e e v a l u a t i o n  of what  we 
were d o i n g .  W e  had  a11 v o l u n t e e r e d .  T h e r e  w t s n ‘ t  anybody 
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i n  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  wan ted  to  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  Army, and there  

w a s n ' t  anybody who d i d n ' t  w a n t  to  go t o  a combat u n i t .  
S e v e r a l  o f  us- -1  w a s  one--were s e n t  to  a h o s p i t a l .  When I 

l e f t  t h e y  had you f i l l  o u t  f o r  p e r s o n n e l  w h a t  you woald 
l i k e ,  and  e v e r y o n e  of u s  p u t  i n  f o r  combat  u n i t s .  T h a t  was 
where  t h e  a c t i o n  was g o i n g  t o  be. We had had h o s p i t a l s  back 

i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  

I t  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  I t h i n k ,  how you s u d d e n l y  become a t t a c h e d  

t o  y o u r  own s e r v i c e ,  y o u r  own s q u a d ,  y o u r  own u n i t .  What 

makes t h e  s t r e n g t h  of a command is  t h i s  " b e l o n g i n g "  t o  y o u r  

group,  w h e t h e r  i t  is t h e  A i r  Force o r  y o u r  wing  o r  g r o u p  or 

s q u a d r o n .  

C :  R e c o g n i t i o n  a l s o  is  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of t h i s .  

M: Oh, c e r t a i n l y .  I h a v e  t a l k e d  t h i s  o v e r  w i t h  Mrs. " P a t "  

Bragg who h a s  s e r v e d  w i t h  many o f  t h e  S u r g e o n s  Genera l  o f  
t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  S h e  is i n  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .  S h e  

h a n d l e s  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  l i a i s o n .  What h i s t o r y  t h e r e  is u p  
t h e r e  is i n  h e r  o f f i c e .  S h e  is a w o n d e r f u l  p e r s o n ,  and s h e  

h a s  known t h e  m i l i t a r y  and m e d i c a l  l e a d e r s  o v e r  t h i s  p e r i o d  

a s  wel l  a s  anybody.  S h e  is  a v e r y ,  v e r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

p e r s o n  as w e l l  as k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t  t h e  m e d i c a l  services 
a n d  t h e i r  p r o b l e m s .  One c a n  imag ine  h a n d l i n g  W h i t e  House 

a n d  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  would k e e p  h e r  busy  2 4  

h o u r s  a d a y ,  b u t  s h e  d o e s  a l l  sorts o f  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  p u b l i c  

r e l a t i o n s  and s p e e c h - w r i t i n g  and so f o r t h .  I a m  a v e r y  
q r e a t  a d m i r e r  o f  P a t  3ragg.  

(End T a p e  7 ,  S i d e  1) 
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M; W h a t  h a s  been  s t a r t e d  by D r .  Kohn [ R i c h a r d  H . 1  and  G e n e r a l  

Myers and General B r a l l i a r  [ L t  G e n  Max B.1 t o  t r y  to r e v i v e  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  of  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  as 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f rom c l i n i c a l  and r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i l l  
b e a r  f r u i t .  I t h i n k  i t  is needed .  B e f o r e  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  

l o s t  I t h i n k  i t  n e e d s  to g e t  s t a r t e d .  I t  is my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e y  have  a s k e d  €or a n  a l l o t m e n t  of o n e  
m i l i t a r y  and two c i v i l i a n s  e f f e c t i v e  n e x t  f i s c a l  y e a r  i n t o  
w h a t  is P a t ' s  o f f i c e .  Of course,  s h e  w a n t s  e x t r a  personnel  
h e r s e l f  f o r  h e r  j o b  b e f o r e  s h e  takes  on t h i s  new p r o j e c t ,  

a n d  I can u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t .  I t h i n k  t h e r e  is enough pressure 
a n d  in te res t  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w i l l  he  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  

I wrote a long l e t t e r  a b o u t  a y e a r  and  a h a l f  ago  s a y i n g  

t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  o u g h t  to  be b e t t e r  

r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  A i r  Force Museum a t  W r i g h t - P a t .  Whi le  it 

was a u t h o r i z e d  by Congress  and  it is s t a f f e d  by A i r  F o r c e  

personnel ,  it h a s  a p r i v a t e  b o a r d  of t rustees  t h a t  makes a l l  
t h e  d e c i s i o n s .  The museum is f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t s .  They d o n ' t  want  pictures;  t h e y  want  

a i r p l a n e s .  They h a v e  a l l  t h e  a i r p l a n e s  you c o u l d  t h i n k  o f .  

They  s t i l l  h a v e  a l o t  i n  s t o r a g e  t h a t  h a v e n ' t  been  p u t  

t o g e t h e r .  G e n e r a i  Myers and I wen t  out t h e r e  and had a 
d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  museum. H e  p romised  

t h a t  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g ,  b u t  he  s a i d  t o  me, 
"What k i n d  of i n s t r u m e n t s  can  we show? We h a v e  oxygen 

masks ,  and  w e  h a v e  oxygen  s y s t e m s ,  b u t  w h a t  d i d  t h e  m e d i c a l  

h a v e  i n  t h e  way o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  we c a n  d i s p l a y ?  They 

w i l l  t e l l  t h e  p i c t u r e . "  I s p e n t  3 months  m u l l i n g  t h a t  

o v e r  i n  my mind. H o w  d o  w e  ge t  across to  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  

t h e  ~ n u s e u m  t h a t  you d o n ' t  s e l l  t h e  work of t h e  m e d i c a l  
s e r v i c e  by some p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t ,  t h a t  t h e  m e d i c a l  se rv ice  is 
more t h a n  a p h y s i c a l  ob jec t ?  A s  I s a i d  t o  him,  "Some way 
you  s h o u l d  cap tu re  human e n g i n e e r i n g  w i t h  a e r o n a u t i c a l  
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e n g i n e e r i n g  w i t h o u t  u s e  of  a p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t . "  W e l l ,  h e  

appoin ted  t h r e e  people o n  h i s  s t a f f  t o  come up w i t h  a s t a t i c  

d i s p l a y  o f  some k i n d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  fle 

h a s  u n i f o r m s  of t h e  € l i g h t  n u r s e s  and t h e i r  i n s i g n i a ,  and h e  

h a s  some old posters  o f  nurses f rom World  War I .  I l i v e  

c lose  by and f r e q u e n t l y  go o v e r .  On any g i v e n  day  t h e r e  may 

b e  5 , 0 0 0  to  6 , 0 0 0  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  going t h r o u g h  t h a t  m u s e u m ,  
7 d a y s  a week. Eve ry  d a y ,  you w i l l  f i n d  p e o p l e  f rom s i x  or  
s e v e n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s ;  you c a n  p i c k  them o u t  e i t h e r  by 

l a n g u a g e  or d r e s s .  O t h e r  v i s i t o r s  a r e  m i l i t a r y ,  R e s e r v e  

o f f i c e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  ROTC. T h e r e  r e a l l y  i s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  t he re  

t o  t e l l  t h e  t a l e  of  t h e  medical  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h ,  as t h e  s t o r y  

goes ,  s t a r t e d  when A r n o l d  go t  a n  insect i n  h i s  e y e  and t h e y  
came to  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  g o g g l e s .  A r n o l d  had 

L t  J o h n  Kel ly ,  a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r ,  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  f l y i n g  

f i e l d  a t  C o l l e g e  P a r k ,  M a r y l a n d .  What a b o u t  t h e  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  as an o n q o i n g  s y s t e m  to s u s t a i n  t h e  personnel?  

C :  O r  s o m e t h i n g  s imple  l i k e  s h o u l d e r  r e s t r a i n t s  to  k e e p  p e o p l e  

f r o m  b a s h i n g  t h e i r  b r a i n s  o u t  o n  t h e  c o c k p i t  d a s h .  

M :  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  And w h a t  d i d  w e  d o  a b o u t  t h e  d e s i g n  of t h e  

h e l m e t ,  and how d i d  we counteract  t h e  o v a l  face  s h i e l d  t h a t  

was  a p a r t  o f  it w i t h  t h e  c o n v e x i t y  of t h e  c a n o p y ?  

C :  To  p r e v e n t  d i s t o r t i o n .  

M :  They had t e r r i b l e  d i s t o r t i o n  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  T h e s e  are 
t h i n g s  t h a t  had  t o  b e  d e a l t  w i t h  or  you c o u l d n ' t  be f l y i n g - -  
you  c o u l d n ' t  e v e n  b e  i n  s p a c e  u n l e s s  t h e  p h y s i o l o g i s t  and 

t h e  c a r d i o l o g i s t  came u p  w i t h  some human e n g i n e e r i n g  
a n s w e r s .  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  p u t  a mode l  of a h o s p i t a l  i n  t h a t  

museum; I w a n t  t o  show t h a t  t h i s  is s o m e t h i n g  p e c u l i a r  u n t o  

aeronaut ics .  I h o p e  t h a t  I w i l l  l i v e  long enough t o  see 
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t h a t  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  I a m  n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  o u g h t  to  be a t  

t h e  S m i t h s o n i a n ,  wh ich  is a b e a u t i f u l  example  o f  m u s e u m  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  b u t  someplace b e s i d e s  B r o o k s  F i e l d  [TXI, t h e r e  

o u g h t  t o  b e  some r e c o r d  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  i n  my 
o p i n i o n .  People s h o u l d  know t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  

C :  Would p r o f i l e s  of some o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  and g i a n t s  i n  

a e r o m e d i c i n e ,  d o  you t h i n k ,  b e  more to  t h e  p o i n t  t h a n  t h e s e  

p h y s i c a l  a r t i f a c t s ?  As you say g o g g l e s  and s h o u l d e r  

r e s t r a i n t s  and so  f o r t h  d o n ' t  t e l l  you a l l  of t h e  t h i n k i n g  

t h a t  wen t  i n t o  t h a t .  P e r h a p s  p r o f i l e s  of t h e  men t h a t  

h e l p e d  d e s i g n  t h e s e  t h i n g s  would .  Someth inq  as s i m p l e  as 
l i t t l e  cameo p i c t u r e s  OE t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o q e t h e r  w i t h  a 
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w h a t  t h e y  i n n o v a t e d .  

M :  I t  m i g h t  we l l  b e .  

C :  T h i s  seems t o  come c lear  t o  m e  i n  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  t h a t  I 

h a v e  r e a d  of Campbell [Col P a u l  A . ]  and A r m s t r o n g  and o t h e r s  

t h a t  t h e r e  is a l o t  t h a t  is n o t  t a l k e d  a b o u t  t h a t  is 
a b s o l u t e l y  c r i t i c a l  t o  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and t h e  o n l y  way i t  
c a n  be d i s p l a y e d  is  as i d e a s  t h a t  came to  f r u i t i o n  a n d ,  of 
c o u r s e ,  s a v e d  many, many l i v e s .  

M :  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  when you i n t e r v i e w e d  C a m p b e l l ,  had h e  s u f f e r e d  a 

s t r o k e  t h e n ?  

C :  I d o n ' t  r eca l l  f o r  s u r e ,  s i r .  1 was j u s t  u s i n g  i t  as a 
r e s e a r c h  document .  I t  seems t o  m e  i t  was s o m e t h i n g  less 
t h a n  1 0 0  p a g e s  i n  l e n g t h .  I be l i eve  D r .  H a s d o r f f  [James C.1 

i n t e r v i e w e d  him. 

1 2 5  



ME1 L I N G  

M :  I v i s i t e d  i n  1 9 8 1  w i t h  P a u l  and h i s  w i f e  o u t  i n  La J o l l a  
[ C A I .  A member oE my f a m i l y  l i v e s  ou t  t h e r e .  

C :  A s  I r e c a l l  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  took  p l a c e  i n  1 9 7 5  or 1976.  

M: Oh, t h e n  he  was s t i l l  a l l  r i g h t .  A f t e r  he  had h i s  s t r o k e ,  

h e  had a v e r y  acu te  reca l l  o f  t h e  war years  and t h e i r  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  He was one of  my i n s t r u c t o r s  when I was a t  
f l i g h t  s u r g e o n ' s  s c h o o l .  H e  was a c a p t a i n .  We got  v e r y  
w e l l  a c q u a i n t e d ,  our w i v e s  g o t  a c q u a i n t e d ,  and  we k e p t  u p  

t h i s .  H e  t h e n  became a s s i s t a n t  m i l i t a r y  a t t a c h e  i n  London, 

a n d  w e  v i s i t e d  t h e r e  s eve ra l  times. When we were o u t  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a  t h e  l a s t  time, l a s t  y e a r ,  P a u l  and I s a t  

t o g e t h e r ,  and h e  c o u l d n ' t  t e l l  you where  h e  was y e s t e r d a y  or 
w h a t  h e  had had for b r e a k f a s t ,  b u t  once you s t i m u l a t e d  him 

t o  t a l k i n g  abo i i t  h i s  experiences d u r i n g  t h e  war ,  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o b l e m s ,  and h i s  work i n  

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  i t  was j u s t  f a n t a s t i c .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  he had a 
s e c o n d  s t r o k e  a t  C h r i s t m a s t i r n e  t h i s  pas t  y e a r  and p a s s e d  on. 
I t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  j u s t  s i t t i n g  and  t a l k i n g  t o  him b e c a u s e  
h e  had  t h i s  f a n t a s t i c  reca l l .  He k e p t  s a y i n g ,  "Now, Dick,  

why d o n ' t  you move h e r e ,  and t h e n  we c o u l d  t a l k  e v e r y  day . "  
( l a u g h t e r )  "I d o n ' t  see why you wan t  to  s t a y  i n  t h a t  c o l d  

c l i m a t e  u p  t h e r e  i n  O h i o .  You and  B e t t y  o u g h t  to  come o u t  
h e r e  and e n j o y  C a l i f o r n i a .  Bet ter  y e t ,  w e  o u g h t  to b o t h  go 
b a c k  to  S a n  A n t o n i o . "  He wanted  so much to  go back  t o  S a n  
Anton  io .  

C :  When you m e n t i o n e d  World War I1 e x p e r i e n c e s ,  I do have  a 
c o u p l e  O E  q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h a t  e ra .  In J a n u a r y  1945  you 

commanded t h e  M o r a l e  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing 

S u r v e y  of Europe. Were y o u r  f i n d i n g s  much d i f f e r e n t  f rom 

t h e  e a r l i e r  es t imates  d o n e  by t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  1 9 4 3  o n  t h e  

e f f e c t s  of s t r a t e g i c  a i r  a t t a c k s  on G e r m a n  towns?  T h e s e  a r e  
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t h e  p o i n t s ,  s o r t  of a p o i n t s  s y n o p s i s ,  of t h e i r  F i n d i n g s  i n  

March 1 9 4 3 .  ( C a p t a i n  C l e a r y  h a n d s  D r .  Me i l ing  a n o t e  card 

o f  p o i n t s . )  I imagine you w i l l  p r o b a b l y  w a n t  t o  t a k e  issue 
w i t h  o n e  or more of  them s ince  t h e y  were p r e l i m i n a r y  

f i n d i n g s  and p e r h a p s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  o b j e c t i v e .  

M: O u r  d i v i s i o n .  c a l l e d  t h e  Morale D i v i s i o n ,  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a 

m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  s t u d y .  A s  you know t h e r e  was t h e  

P e t r o l e u m  D i v i s i o n ,  and  t h e r e  was t h e  Economic D i v i s i o n ,  e t  
ce t e ra .  The S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y  w a s  d i r e c t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War. The d i r e c t  l i a i s o n  was 

thro? lgh  M K .  L o v e t t  [Robert  A . 1 ,  who was t h e  A s s i s t a n t  
S e c r e t a r y  of War i n  charge of a e r o n a u t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  

Wor ld  War I I .  He had b e e n  a Navy p i l o t  i n  World War I i n  

Eng land .  Mr. L o v e t t  l a t e r  became M r .  S t i m s o n ' s  a s s i s t a n t  i n  
c h a r g e  o f  ae ronau t i c s .  M r .  F o r r e s t a l ,  who had b e e n  

Secre ta ry  o f  t h e  Navy and  t h e n  t h e  f i r s t  Secretary of 
D e f e n s e ,  and M r .  E b e r s t a d t  [ F e r d i n a n d ] ,  who was t h e  head  of  

t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  S t u d y  for  t h e  Hoover  Commiss ion  and had 

b e e n  head  of t h e  M u n i t i o n s  B o a r d - - a l l  were a s s o c i a t e d  i n  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  N e w  York a n d  were very  close 

p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s .  I t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  see how t h e y  

a p p r o a c h e d  p r o b l e m s .  

G e t t i n g  back t o  the U S  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y ,  it had a 

board o f  t rustees ,  all c i v i l i a n s - - a  c h a i r m a n ,  F r a n k l i n  

D ' O l i e r ,  and  a v i c e  c h a i r m a n ,  P a u l  A .  N i t z e .  I t  had a 

m i l i t a r y  commander, and  e a c h  one o f  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  had a 
m i l i t a r y  man r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Morale was my 
d i v i s i o n .  A member o f  t h e  b o a r d ,  D r .  R e n s u s  L i c k e r t ,  who 

was p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Mich igan  and  had t h e  
f amous  L i C k e r t  p o l l i n g  s u r v e y s  on a i l  sorts of a c t i v i t i e s  

b o t h  b e f o r e  World War I1 and a f t e r w a r d s ,  represented s o c i a l  
s t u d i e s .  He p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p o l l i n g  and  
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i n t e r v i e w i n g  c i v i l i a n s  f i r s t  i n  Eng land  and  t h e n  i n  

F r a n c e  a n d  Relgium and f i n a l l y  i n  Germany. W e  had  92 P h D s  

w i t h  a s s imi l a t ed  r a n k  a s  o u r  p e r s o n n e l .  They a l l  c o u l d  

s p e a k  f o u r  l a n g u a g e s .  They a l l  had  some s p e c i a l t y  i n  

s o c i o l o g y .  My m i l i t a r y  s t a f f  had a l l  b e e n  w i t h  t h e  A i r  

Force i n  v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s .  One o f f i c e r  h a d  been i n  the 

M y i t k y i n a  campaign .  One had been  i n  R u s s i a  d u r i n g  t h e  

s h u t t l e  bombing a s  t h e  senior  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  o u t  t h e r e .  W e  

a t t a c k e d  b o t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  s i d e  from w h a t  happened  t o  
d i s e a s e  and s i c k n e s s  and  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

s i d e  from w h a t  happened  to  morale a s  r e l a t e d  back  to  
bombing. We g o t  t o  Europe i n  J a n u a r y  1345. Fly senior  
o f f i c e r s  a l l  wen t  to  a B r i t i s h  s t u d y  group i n  i n t e r roga t ion .  
T h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  o€ w h a t  t h e y  t a u g h t  u s  was, n e v e r  a s k  a 

q u e s t i o n  t h a t  can  be a n s w e r e d  yes or no  and always play to  

t h e  man's  ego, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  he  was a h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r  

or  a m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  gove rnmen t .  L e t  him t e l l  how h e  would 

h a v e  r u n  t h e  show if it had been h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Then  

o u t  of  t h a t  you c o u l d  f i n d  o u t  how h e  got  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  

c o n f r e r e s  and col leagues and super iors .  I t  w a s  we l l  
w o r t h w h i l e ,  and I t h i n k  it h e l p e d  i n  o u r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  when 
w e  f i r s t  wen t  i n t o  Germany. 

When we got t o  E n g l a n d ,  w e  found  t h a t  i t  was top secret  t h a t  

w e  had a c t u a l l y  bombed c i t i e s ;  t h e  B r i t i s h  Government f e l t  

t h a t  t h e i r  people p o l i t i c a l l y  would n o t  f a v o r a b l y  t o l e r a t e  
t h e  bombing of  c i v i l i a n s .  W e  were, t h e r e f o r e ,  e x t r e m e l y  

c a r e f u l  how w e  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  E n g l a n d .  One o f  t h e  most 
amusing  t h i n g s  o c c u r r e d  when I wanted  t o  f i n d  o u t  what  
happened  t o  t h e  women who were e v a c u a t e d  f rom London f o r  

o b s t e t r i c a l  r e a s o n s .  Most of  t h e  p r e g n a n t  women were s e n t  
t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .  So I was g i v e n  a c a r d  and p i c k e d  up a t  t h e  

c o r n e r  by bus .  T h e r e  was a midwi fe  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  b u s ,  

a n d  t h e r e  were a l l  t h e s e  p r e g n a n t  women.  She  l o o k e d  a t  my 
c a r d ,  and  i t  was a u t h e n t i c .  S h e  l o o k e d  a t  my u n i f o r m ,  and 
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s h e  s a i d .  "And w h a t  i n  t h e  b l o o d y  h e l l  is a Yank d o i n g  a s  a n  

o b s t e t r i c a l  p a t i e n t ? "  I t o l d  h e r  I was a d o c t o r  of 

o b s t e t r i c s  and  I wan ted  to  see how w o n d e r f u l l y  t h e y  d i d  

t h i n g s .  I was e v a c u a t e d  f i r s t  by b u s  and  t h e n  by r a i l .  We 

a r r i v e d ,  and  w e  were r e c e i v e d  by some women a t  a l i t t l e  

v i l l a g e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n .  We were shown i n t o  t h e  f r e i g h t  
oEf i ce ,  and t h e r e  t h e y  had s l i ce s  of b r e a d  and  baked  beans  

l i n e d  u p  i n  m i l i t a r y  rows. T h a t  was our tea.  W e  had to  
h a v e  o u r  own r a t i o n  c a r d s  f o r  t ea  and c o f f e e  and s u g a r  and 

meat. So we got  t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t a g i n g ,  and  a l l  t h e s e  good 
c o u n t r y  l a d i e s  who were r e c e i v i n g  u s  were t e l l i n g  t h e  

obs te t r ica l  p a t i e n t ,  "Now d o n ' t  worry, c h i l d .  You are i n  

good  s h a p e . "  Then  w e  were t a k e n  to  var ious  c o u n t r y  es ta tes  
t h a t  had been  t u r n e d  i n t o  o b s t e t r i c a l  r e c e i v i n g  h o s p i t a l s .  

Each  would h a v e  maybe 30 or  40  o b s t e t r i c a l  cases. They had 

midwives  who d i d  t h e  d e l i v e r i e s ,  and  t h e n  one o f  t h e  

p r o f e s s o r s  o f  obs t e t r i c s  f rom t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  would have  

maybe 15 t o  25 of t h e s e  homes t h a t  he  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r .  

I f  any  d i f f i c u l t y  d e v e l o p e d  h e  was c a l l e d .  I a t e  w i t h  t h e  

p a t i e n t s .  I t  was co ld 'as  c o u l d  b e ,  I t h o u g h t ,  b u t  t h e y  

t h o u g h t ,  compared w i t h  wha t  t h e y  had l e f t  i n  London, i t  was 

v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e .  We a l l  had heavy  overcoats  and m u f f l e r s  

o n .  They were f rom a l l  w a l k s  of  l i f e  and  a l l  economic 
classes.  I t  was p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to  h a v e  a n  
o b s t e t r i c a l  d e l i v e r y  i n  London d u r i n g  t h e  war y e a r s .  They 

h a d  t o  go o u t .  T h i s  was t r u e  of all t h e  b i g  towns,  and i t  
p r o v e d  t o  be  t r u e  i n  Germany. 

I t a l k e d  w i t h  t h e  mistress of  t h e  mans ion ,  and s h e  had 

r e t a i n e d  two rooms. Her husband was on d u t y  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  

a n d  had b e e n  gone  f o r  2 y e a r s  b u t  was d u e  home w i t h i n  a few 
weeks .  She  was q u i t e  w o r r i e d  b e c a u s e  s h e  wanted  an  
a d d i t i o n a l  t w o  rooms when he  came home and  t h e  midwi fe  

w a s n ' t  a b o u t  t o  g i v e  h e r  any  of h e r  own rooms. They were 
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u s i n g  a l l  h e r  c h i n a ;  t h e y  were u s i n g  a l l  h e r  l i n e n s  and so 

f o r t h  a s  h e r  p a r t  i n  t h e  war e f f o r t .  I n  t a l k i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  

people,  you g o t  a d i r e c t  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  bombing. What d i d  
t h e  bombing d o  t o  them? The  o b s t e t r i c a l  p a t i e n t  u s u a l l y  g o t  

t o  one of  t h e s e  d e l i v e r y  homes 4 weeks  b e f o r e  s h e  w a s  due .  

.She s t a y e d  u n t i l  s h e  had t h e  baby,  and t h e n  s h e  s t a y e d  

a n o t h e r  4 weeks  b e f o r e  s h e  was permit ted t o  g o  back t o  
London w i t h  h e r  baby .  They were n o t  p r i v a t e  rooms, b u t  t h e y  

would  have  anywhere  from s i x  t o  t e n  i n  a s i n g l e  room. They 

e a c h  had a bed and a s m a l l  d r a w e r  i n  which t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  

t h e i r  p r i v a t e  b e l o n g i n g s .  They a l l  a t e  t h e  same f o o d ,  and 

t h e y  a l l  had t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t h e i r  r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  s u g a r ,  

f o r  t h e i r  t e a ,  and f o r  t h e i r  meat and e g g s .  Because t h e y  

were o b s t e t r i c a l ,  t h e y  go t  an e x t r a  r a t i o n  of meat per week, 

and  t h e y  g o t  two e g q s  per week. They were v e r y  unhappy. 

They  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  t h e y  wan ted  t o  be a b l e  t o  g o  

a r o u n d  t h e  corner t o  t h e  pub and h a v e  a b e e r ,  o r  t h e y  wanted  

t o  go a round  t h e  corner  t o  a f l i c k ,  and h e r e  t h e y  were out  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  do b u t  t a k e  a 

wa lk .  T h i s  was t r u e  i n  almost e v e r y  one of t h e s e  homes t h a t  

I went  i n t o .  T h e  p a t i e n t s  were v e r y  unhappy,  and i t  was a l l  

b e c a u s e  of t h e  bombing. Some of t h e m  would t a l k  a b o u t ,  
"Well ,  i f  w e  d i d n ' t  bomb them, t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  bomb US."  

O t h e r s  were v e r y ,  v e r y  p a t r i o t i c :  "We can  t a k e  a n y t h i n g  t h e  

Germans want  t o  g i v e  u s . "  

I t h e n  s p e n t  some time w i t h  a p r o f e s s o r  f rom t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

of London a t  h i s  q u a r t e r s .  Then I went  to  a n o t h e r  home o f  a 

l o r d  and l a d y .  The  good lord and l a d y  had t a k e n  t h e  
e v a c u e e s  v e r y  s e r ious ly ,  and f o r  e v e r y  baby t h a t  was b o r n ,  h e  

d e p o s i t e d  a pound to s t a r t  a bank account  f o r  t h a t  c h i l d .  
H e  was i n  h i s  l a t e  s e v e n t i e s ,  b u t  h e  k e p t  a b i g  s i t u a t i o n  
b o a r d .  He had b e e n  a c a p t a i n  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  On t h a t  

s i t u a t i o n  b o a r d  h e  had e v e r y  o b s t e t r i c a l  case l i s t e d ,  what  
t i m e  t h e y  d e l i v e r e d  and e v e r y t h i n g  else.  The  m o r a l e  i n  t h a t  
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home w a s  much h i g h e r  t h a n  any  o t h e r  because t h e  l o r d  v i s i t e d  

t h e m  e v e r y  d a y  and h e  t a l k e d  w i t h  them. Ne t a u 9 h t  t h e m  how 

t o  p lay  b r i d g e ;  h e  t a u g h t  them how t o  p l a y  c h e s s .  So t h e y  
were d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g .  

W e  w e n t  to  a n o t h e r  t h a t  had e v a c u e e s '  c h i l d r e n ,  c h i l d r e n  up  
t o  t h e  a g e  of  1 5 .  The  l a d y  t he re  was v e r y  unhappy.  S h e  

s a i d ,  "Those  l i t t l e  u r c h i n s  came i n  and t o o k  my g o l d f i s h  and 
d r o p p e d  him down t h e  t o i l e t ,  and n o t h i n g  h a p p e n e d " - - i t  was 

o n e  of t h e s e  p u l l  t o i l e t s .  "So t h e n  t h e y  t o o k  my Peke  

[ P e k i n g e s e ]  a n d  d r o p p e d  him down. Wi th  t h a t  I made a n  
o f f i c i a l  c o m p l a i n t . "  ( l a u g h t e r )  I was g e t t i n g  a n  i d e a  of 
how v a r i o u s  c i v i l i a n  elements, b o t h  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  

a r e a s  and  o u t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  were r e s p o n d i n g  a f t e r  4% y e a r s  
o f  bombing. We were e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  unbeknownst  to  
t h e i r  a u t h o r i t i e s  by t h i s  method b e c a u s e  w e  c o u l d n ' t  set  clp 

i n t e r v i e w s  t h e  way we would d o  when w e  got i n t o  enemy towns .  
We n o t i c e d  t h a t  o v e r  a p e r i o d  o f  4 y e a r s  eclampsia or 
p r e e c l a m p s i a  of obs te t r ica l  p a t i e n t s  d i s a p p e a r e d .  Everybody 

h a d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i t  was because of t h e i r  d i e t  or i t  was 
because t h e y  had very l i t t l e  suga r  or i t  was because t h e y  

a l l  a t e  a t  t h e  same time a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  was no  c h a n c e  

f o r  t h i s  renovascular  d i s e a s e  t o  d e v e l o p  i n  t h e  o b s t e t r i c a l  

p a t i e n t .  When w e  g o t  t o  Germany, we found t h e  same t h i n g  

was t r u e .  

W e  a l s o  found t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  f i rs t  year t h e r e  were 
p r a c t i c a l l y  n o  p s y c h i a t r i c  cases i n  t h e  o b s t e t r i c a l  group. 
They  d i d n ' t  d e v e l o p  h y s t e r i a ;  t h e y  d i d n ' t  d e v e l o p  minor  

p s y c h o s e s  t h a t  you would e x p e c t  to  f i n d  i n  a sma l l  
p e r c e n t a g e  of  a normal o b s t e t r i c a l  g roup .  

W e  t h e n  began  to see a b o u t  c o n t a g i o u s  d i s e a s e s - - t h e  

sewerage. The water l i n e s  were b r o k e n ,  g a s  l i n e s ,  and  w e  
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f o u n d  t h a t  i n s t e a d  of g o i n g  up c o n t a g i o u s  d i seases  were on  a 
downward c u r v e .  A f t e r  a bombing t h e y  would s t a y  down f o r  6 

months  i f  there  was n o  a d d i t i o n a l  bombing of t h e  a r e a ,  and 

t h e n  t h e y  would b e g i n  g r a d u a l l y  to  come up. The ques t ion  
was ,  why? The  i n t e n s e  h e a t  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  bombing, t h e  

r e l e a s e  of  n a t u r a l  g a s  i n  t h e  p i p e s  k i l l e d  a l l  t h e  r a t s  and 

mice and c a t s  and d o g s  t h a t  w o u l d  s p r e a d  d i s e a s e .  T h i s  was 

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  u n t i l  we had 

g o t t e n  i n t o  t h i s  s u r v e y  y u i t e  d e e p l y  and were in Germany. 

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  a i r  a t t a c k s ,  you have t o  remember t h a t  t h e r e  

w a s  no o t h e r  way f rom 1940 t o  1944 f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  have  

combat  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Germans i n  Europe .  rlany people 
b e l i t t l e  what  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  bombing d i d ,  b u t  i t  b u i l t  mora l e  

f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  and  t h e  Amer icans  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were d o i n g  

s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  Germans.  NOW you g e t  over t o  t h e  Germans,  

and  you a s k  y o u r s e l f ,  "What d i d  t h i s  bombing do to them?" 

I t  o b v i o u s l y  d e s t r o y e d  f a c t o r i e s ;  it d e s t r o y e d  homes, 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and m u n i c i p a l  works.  

C :  T h e r e  was a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e ,  I t h i n k ,  be tween  t h e  number of 
c i v i l i a n  ca sua l t i e s  i n  Germany and i n  B r i t a i n  b e c a u s e  of t h e  

s i z e  of t h e  bombing. I t h i n k  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  war it was 
e s t i m a t e d  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  8 0 0 , 0 0 0  German c i v i l i a n s  had lost 
t h e i r  l i v e s  t o  bombing. A t  l e a s t  t h a t ' s  t h e  f i g u r e  I have  
h e a r d .  I f  we compare t h a t  w i t h  t h e  c a s u a l t y  losses i n  

B r i t a i n ,  s o m e t h i n g  a r o u n d  5 0 , 0 0 0  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e  of 
B r i t a i n  and so f o r t h ,  and t h e n  l o o k  a t  t h e  r a t i o s  of t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  o b v i o u s l y  s t r a t e g i c  bombing had a l m o s t  a t e n f o l d  

g r e a t e r  e f f e c t  i n  terms of  damage and d e s t r u c t i o n  t o  Germany 

t h a n  t o  B r i t a i n .  Did i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  have  a g r e a t e r  impac t  on  
G e r m a n  m o r a l e ?  

(End Tape  7 ,  S i d e  2 )  
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M :  W e  c a n  look a t  t h e  bombing o f  Hamburg--five d a y s  and six 

n i g h t s - - a t  which t i m e  t h e r e  were sa id  to be 185,000 

c a s u a l t i e s ,  o f  which  most were dead .  When w e  went  bzck  and 

t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r e c o r d s ,  w e  came up w i t h  7 5 , 0 0 0  d e a d .  we 
c o u l d  not  v e r i f y ,  nor c o u l d  w e  increase or  d e c r e a s e  t h e  
1 0 5 , 0 0 0  c a s u a l t i e s .  I t  is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  h e a t  

was so g r e a t  t h a t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s ,  4- or  5-fOOt s q u a r e  
b u i l d i n g  b l o c k s ,  a c t u a l l y  b u r n e d .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  f i r e  

storm i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of town, t h e r e  was no  oxygen, and a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c a r b o n  monoxide was g e n e r a t e d .  W e  a c t u a l l y  

opened  bomb s h e l t e r s  t h a t  had n e v e r  b e e n  opened  a f t e r  t h e  
bombing and found  p e o p l e  d e a d  b u t  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e i r  benches  

or  c h a i r s  a r o u n d  t h e  w a l l s  w i t h  t h e i r  c l o t h e s  i n t a c t .  We 

h a d  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  we got f rom t h e  Germans  t h a t  showed 

i n d i v i d u a l s  l i t e r a l l y  c r e m a t e d  o n  t h e  s t reets  of  Hamburg 

f r o m  t h i s  i n t e n s e  h e a t .  Here agair. w e  found  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  

bombing o f  Hamburg t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  began  t o  f l o w  b a c k ,  and 

w i t h i n  30 d a y s  o f  t h a t  bombing a t t a c k ,  Hamburg was u s i n g  

i n d u s t r i a l  e l e c t r i c i t y  a t  a n  e q u i v a l e n t  ra te  o f  wha t  t h e y  

h a d  b e e n  u s i n g  1 0  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  bombing. The  f a c t o r i e s  
were s e t  up i n  t h e  o p e n ,  and t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  l i n e s  were i n  

t h e  open .  

NOW was t h i s  p o s s i b l e ?  T h e  on ly  place you c o u l d  g e t  food or 
c l o t h i n g  was a t  t!ie f a c t o r y .  So t o  l i v e  you had to  come 
b a c k  t o  work. T h i s  was t r u e  i n  Eng land  a s  wel l  a s  i n  
Germany. I n  E n g l a n d  you got  a s p e c i a l  r a t i o n  c a r d  f o r  

c l o t h i n g  and f o o d  a s  a g i f t  f rom t h e  K i n g .  I n  Germany you got  

i t  a s  a g i f t  f rom t h e  F u h r e r ,  H i t l c r .  The o n l y  p l a c e  t h e r e  

WJS any h e a t  was i n  t h e  mov ies ,  o r  f l i c k s  as  t h e y  c a l l e d  

them. I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  you wen t  t h e r e  t o  g e t  w a r m  b e f o r e  you 
w e n t  back  to  w h a t  was l e f t  of y o u r  home t o  s l e e p .  So you 

h a d  a c i r c l e .  To ea t  you had t o  work. To g e t  c l o t h i i i g  YOU 

h a d  t o  work. T o  s t a y  w a r m  you had t o  g o  where  t h e  
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p r o p a g a n d a  machine  was w o r k i n g ;  namely,  t h e  mov ies .  People 

s a y ,  "Why d i d n ' t  t h e y  r e v o l t ? "  They were c a u g h t  i n  t h i s .  

I f  you c a n ' t  e a t  and you c a n ' t  be c l o t h e d  and you c a n ' t  g e t  

w a r m  u n l e s s  you d o  i t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  way t h e  gove rnmen t  

says ,  y o u r  p o l i t i c a l  desires a r e  n o t  as h i g h  as t h e y  m i g h t  

be i f  you had a p a r t i a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  y o u r  problem. M e d i c a l l y  

s p e a k i n g ,  t!ie a c t u a l  deve lopment - -and  t h e s e  were good 

r e s p o n s i b l e  p r o f e s s o r s  of p s y c h i a t r y  and so Eorth-saw a 
marked decrease i n  t h e  p s y c h i a t r i c  c a s u a l t i e s .  A g a i n  t h e  

preeclampsia and t h e  eclampsia o f  o b s t e t r i c s  were almost 
z e r o  i n  Germany, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a reas  

w h e r e  t h e y  had bombed or  w h e r e  t h e y  had e v a c u a t e d .  O u t  i n  

t h e  c o u n t r y  o n  t h e  f a r m s  and  so f o r t h ,  w e  d i d  f i n d  

r e c o r d s - - a n d  I a c t u a l l y  saw and d e l i v e r e d  a p a t i e n t  w i t h  

e c l a m p s i a .  S h e  was a f a r m  g i r l  a b o u t  1 9 ,  and  s h e  had a 
f u l l - b l o w n  case o f  eclampsia which I t rea ted  v e r y  

p r i m i t i v e l y .  I drew 500 CCs o f  b lood  o f f ,  and  t h a t  p u l l e d  

h e r  p r e s s u r e  down. I t  a p p a r e n t l y  g o t  h e r  k i d n e y s  g o i n g  

a g a i n .  A f t e r  two s u c h  t r e a t m e n t s  and  10 h o u r s  o f  w a i t i n g ,  

s h e  had a norma l  baby  and  made a good r e c o v e r y .  I went  back  

s e v e r a l  times to  see h e r  a f t e r  t h e  war. 

You a s k e d  i €  t h e r e  was a breakdown i n  morale, which  t h e  

B r i t i s h  s a i d  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any .  We found  none  i n  1 9 4 5 .  

C :  They  d i d ,  however ,  say t h a t  e v e n  t h e  pa r ty  loya l  by 1 9 4 3  
were b e g i n n i n g  t o  h a v e  some d o u b t s  a b o u t  H i t l e r ' s  
l e a d e r s h i p .  Did t h a t  seem t o  be b o r n e  o u t  by what  you saw? 

M :  Y e s ,  b u t  remember t h e  war was almost o v e r  or was o v e r  when 

we were q u e s t i o n i n g ,  and  t h e y  had lost. They had to  blame 

somebody. They wan ted  t o  impress t h e  Amer ican  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  
t h a t  t h e y  were n e v e r  N a z i s ,  t h e y  were Germans ,  b u t  t h e y  

w e r e n ' t  N a z i s .  We wen t  down to  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  and l o o k e d  up 
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r a t i o n  c a r d s ,  and  w e  d e c i d e d  who was a N a z i  and  who w a s n ' t  

b y  t h e  p r i o r i t y  and  t h e  number of r a t i o n s  t h e y  g o t .  Some of  

t h e  l o u d e s t  p r o t e s t e r s  had t h e  g r e a t e s t  r a t i o n  c a r d s .  They 
were s t i l l  i n  s h o c k  when w e  go t  t h e r e .  They  were v e r y  much  

a € r a i d ,  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why w e  were a l l o w i n g  

t h e  R u s s i a n s  to  come i n .  They had a grea t  f e a r  of t h e  

R u s s i a n s ,  and r i g h t l y  so. The S u s s i a n s  t r e a t e d  t h e m  v e r y ,  

v e r y  b a d l y ,  b u t  t h e y  had t r e a t e d  t h e  R u s s i a n s  b a d l y .  I t  was 
r e a l l y  more t n a n  t h a t .  You m i x  E a s t  and West, and t h e  

e t h i c a l  and moral s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  S l a v s  are d i € f e r e n t  t h a n  
t h a t  o f  t h e  Anglo-Saxons .  You a s k  t h e  people,  "Well, what  

d i d  you t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  bombing?" A l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  t h e y  

s a i d  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  gone  i n t o  t h e  bomb s h e l t e r s  u n l e s s  

t h e  po l i ce  f o r c e d  them to .  They had g r e a t  f e a r  o f  t h e  bomb 

s h e l t e r s .  The gove rnmen t  had s p e n t  t r e m e n d o u s  resources on 

t h e s e  bomb s h e l t e r s .  When t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  bombed t h e  dams 

a b o v e  F r a n k f u r t  and  above K o b l e n z ,  a t  F r a n k f u r t  and Mainz  
p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h e y  f l o o d e d  t h e  Underground h o s p i t a l s  and  t h e  

u n d e r g r o u n d  bomb s h e l t e r s ,  and  t h e  p a t i e n t s  and  t h e  p e o p l e  
down t h e r e  were f a t a l i t i e s  o f  d rowning .  I n  t h e  h e a r t  of  t h e  

c i t y ,  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  were u n d e r g r o u n d ,  t h e r e  was g rea t  
f a t a l i t y ,  a s  I s a y ,  f rom c a r b o n  monoxide and  n a t u r a l  g a s  and  

l a c k  of oxygen.  I n  Hamburg t h e y  b u i l t  h i g h - r i s e - - t h e y  would 

b e  2 0 - s t o r i e s  t a l l - -bomb s h e l t e r s  so t h e y  c o u l d  g e t  t h e  a i r  
t h a t  was s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n .  The  A l l i e s ,  

A m e r i c a n s  and B r i t i s h ,  a f t e r  1945 t r i e d  t o  blow them up ,  and 

t h e y  w e r e n ' t  s u c c e s s f u l .  A s  r e c e n t l y  a s  2 years  ago, I Went 
b y ,  and  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  u s i n g  them a s  a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e s .  I f  

you want  to  se? t h e  e f f e c t  of double b l a s t  d o o r s  and t r iple  
e n t r i e s  and so f o r t h  t h a t  we l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  

Atomic Energy  Commission s h e l t e r s ,  you w i l l  f i n d  them i n  
t h o s e  o r i g i n a l  bomb s h e l t e r s  t h a t  t h e y  b u i l t  i n  t h e  

Bamburg-Bremen area.  

135  



M E I L I N G  

W i t h  regard t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e i r  e v a c u a t i o n ,  t h e y  
were v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had t h e  m o u n t a i n  areas  t h a t  

t h e y  c o u l d  s e n d  c h i l d r e n  and women and e x p e c t a n t  m o t h e r s  t o  
f o r  ca re  and f e e d i n g  and so f o r t h .  They s t i l l  had a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of g a r d e n  p r o d u c e  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  grow. 

C :  I n o t i c e d  t h i s  l a s t  p o i n t  t h a t  was made i n  t h a t  1 9 4 3  r e p o r t .  

I t  would seem i f  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  t h a t  was w i s h f u l  

t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  report  i t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e  
B a v a r i a n s  would c r a c k  whereas t h e  P r u s s i a n s  would n o t .  Of 

course,  p a r t  o f  t h a t  was t i e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  most of t h e  
B r i t i s h  bombing up u n t i l  1 9 4 3  had b e e n  i n  t h e  Ruhr a rea  and  

a long t h e  Rh ine .  

M: I t h i n k  you h a v e  t o  go back  t o  World War I t o  f i n d  o u t  why 

t h e  B r i t i s h  f e l t  t h i s .  T h e  B a v a r i a n  m i l i t a r y  unde r  King 

R u p p r e c h t  w o u l d n ' t  f i g h t  u n l e s s  t h e y  got t h e i r  b e e r  every  
d a y .  ( l a u g h t e r )  T h e  B a v a r i a n  s o l d i e r  is  somewhat s t u b b o r n .  

He d o e s n ' t  r e s p o n d  t o  h i s  o f f i c e r s '  and h i s  noncommissioned 

o f f i c e r s '  o r d e r s  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n i n g  them. The  P r u s s i a n  or 
t h e  N o r t h  German f o l l o w s  w i t h o u t  ques t ion .  I f  you p u t  t h a t  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l a r g e  e v a c u a t i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  e l d e r l y  people 
and f e m a l e s  and c h i l d r e n ,  t h e  morale t o  c o n t i n u e  b a t t l e  or  
wage war is  n o t  as g rea t  n a t i o n a l l y  as you w i l l  f i n d  in t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  communi t i e s .  The f a r m e r ,  w h e t h e r  h e  is F r e n c h ,  
German, E n g l i s h ,  o r  A m e r i c a n ,  is  not a b e l l i g e r e n t  soul when 

i t  comes t o  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .  H e  d o e s n ' t  r e s p o n d  w i t h  s u c h  
g r e a t  p a t r i o t i s m  t h a t  h e  h a s  t o  see h i s  c o u n t r y  a c h i e v e  

g r e a t  resul ts .  Remember B a v a r i a  was t h e  weakest par t  of t h e  

H i t l e r  movement, a l t h o u g h  it was h e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  Munich and 

was t h e  s i t e  of many o f  t h e i r  g r e a t  a c t i v i t i e s - - t h e  H i t l e r  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Brown H o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  Munich. 

T h e  a r t  g a l l e r y  o f  H i t l e r  was b u i l t  i n  Munich. T h e  

P a r t e i t a q  i n  N u r n b e r g  was B a v a r i a n ,  b u t  b l i n d  f o l l o w e r s h i p  
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was not t o  be  found a t  l e v e l  or e v e n  among t h e  un i fo rmed  

f o r c e s  i n  B a v a r i a .  You found  t h a t  i n  n o r t h  Germany a n d  a l s o  

f o u n d  i t  i n  t h e  h i g h l y  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  R h i n e  and  Ruhr  V a l l e y s  

w h e r e  you had a l o t  of coa l  m i n e s  and so f o r t h  a r o u n d  E s s e n ,  

D u s s e l d o r f ,  and p laces  l i k e  t h a t .  

You  m u s t  a l s o  k e e p  i n  mind t h a t  a f t e r  C a s a b l a n c a  t h e r e  was 
c o o r d i n a t i o n  of bomb t a r g e t s ,  and t h e  s t a f f  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 

m i n i a t u r e  Germany composed o f  c i t i e s ,  i n d u s t r i e s ,  and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  T h e r e  were 5 0  c i t i es  i n  t h a t  t a r g e t  f o l d e r ,  

a n d  t h e y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  i f  you d e s t r o y e d  t h e  50 c i t i e s  you 

wou ld  d e s t r o y  Germany. The  Amer icans  were commi t t ed  to  
d a y l i g h t  bombing and  t h e  B r i t i s h  to n i g h t  bombing, and o f  

course,  l o t s  o f  t imes t h e  t a r g e t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e y  were 
g o i n g  to  bomb was a l r e a d y  b u r n i n g  b e c a u s e  crews had n o t  

a r r i v e d  o v e r  t h e i r  own t a r g e t  when t h e y  dumped t h e  bombs. 

T h e r e  was no  d e s i r e  o n  a n y b o d y ' s  p a r t ,  as f a r  a s  I knew, 

t o  b r i n g  bombs back  t o  England .  I wen t  on two bombing 

m i s s i o n s  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  i t  was l i k e  when I was over t h e r e .  

C :  The  d e v a s t a t i o n  was w i d e s p r e a d ,  t hough .  

M :  Oh, y e s ,  t r e m e n d o u s ,  b u t  w e  d i d  a l o t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

bombing,  too. 

C:  And p l o w i n g  t h e  f i e l d s  a l i t t l e  d e e p e r  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

( l a u g h t e r )  

11: I t  was u n b e l i e v a b l e .  When w e  g o t  there  and  found  t h a t  5 
miles o u t s i d e  of town  t h e y  had bombed h e a v i l y ,  t h e n  w e  

t r i e d  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  i t .  Well, wha t  was t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  

a n t i a i r c r a f t  u n i t s ?  O b v i o u s l y  many o f  t h e  b o m b a r d i e r s  were 
w i l l i n g  t o  g e t  r i d  of t h e i r  bombs and t u r n  f o r  home r a t h e r  

t h a n  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  a n t i a i r c r a f t  f i r e .  
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C :  I t  is, Qf course,  a l s o  t r u e ,  s ir ,  t h a t  i f  t h e  l e a d  

b o m b a r d i e r  w a s  o f f  e v e r y b o d y  bombed on h i m .  

M: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

C :  I f  t h e y  made a m i s t a k e ,  t h e y  made a b i g  m i s t a k e .  I t  w a s n ' t  

j d s t  a matter of  s c a t t e r i n g  bombs a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  

M :  I w i l l  m e n t i o n  D a r m s t a d t  a s  a t y p i c a l  example. I t  was not  
o n e  o f  t h e  c i t i es  t h a t  was s e l e c t e d  €or  d e s t r u c t i o n  e v e n  

t h o u g h  i t  had a v e r y  l a r g e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  i n d u s t r y .  By 

a c c i d e n t  somebody d r o p p e d  bombs on the r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  a n d  

by c o i n c i d e n c e ,  i n  t h e  f r e i g h t  y a r d s ,  t h e r e  were two 
ammuni t ion  t r a i n s .  By t h e  time e v e r y b o d y  had f l o w n  o v e r  i t  
f o r  2 4  h o u r s  and added  a few bombs, t h e r e  was v e r y  l i t t l e  
l e f t .  I n  f a c t ,  when w e  got to  D a r m s t a d t ,  we had t o  u s e  
b l a d e s  o n  our a rmored  v e h i c l e  to g e t  a pa thway  f o r  a jeep to  
go t h r o u g h .  Even i n  f o u r - w h e e l  d r i v e ,  i t  w o u l d n ' t  go 
t h r o u g h .  The same was t r u e  i n  Nurnbe rg ;  t h e  same was t r u e  
i n  Xunich .  To g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  r u b b l e  and g e t  t h e  s t r ee t s  
c l e a r e d ,  t h e y  j u s t  pushed  a l l  t h e  r u b b l e  i n t o  t h e  p l a n n e d  

a n d  p a r t i a l l y  e x c a v a t e d  subway of  Munich. I t  w a s n ' t  u n t i l  

t h e  recent Olympic games t h a t  t h e y  e x c a v a t e d  a l l  t h e  old 
subway and got  t h e  new subway g o i n g .  I n  S t u t t g a r t  t h e y  made 

two m o u n t a i n s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c i t y .  They are r e a l l y  n o t  
h i l l s ;  t h e y  are  b i g  m o u n t a i n s  of r u b b l e .  They  are now 

s u b u r b s  o f  t h e  town w i t h  v e r y  d e l i g h t f u l  homes on them; t h e y  

were p u t  t h e r e  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  r u b b l e  i n  town. 

C :  I u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  way c i t i e s  i n  a n c i e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  
were b u i l t  o v e r  many h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s .  Y o u  would h a v e  o n e  

c i t y  above a n o t h e r ,  above a n o t h e r .  Some of t h e s e  t h i n g s  
t h a t  l o o k  l i k e  h i l l s  a re  t e l l s ,  r e a l l y  J u s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i t h  

a p a s t .  
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M: With  r e g a r d  t o  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  w a s  t h e r e  m e d i c a l  care to  k e e p  

t h e  people g o i n g ,  yes ,  t h e r e  was. They had l o t s  o f  

s u l f a n i l a m i d e s  b u t  n o  p e n i c i l l i n .  I n  1944-45 t h e y  were down 

t o  where t h e y  s c r u b b e d  w i t h  f a t  and s a n d  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  
o p e r a t i n g  rooms i n  many h o s p i t a l s ,  b o t h  m i l i t a r y  and 

o t h e r w i s e .  They had no soap. They had a l c o h o l ,  b u t  t h e y  
h a d  n o  e t h e r .  I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i n  1944-45. By t h e  midd le  

of November 1944, t h e y  had no  i n t r a v e n o u s  f l u i d s ,  except i n  
o n e  or two i n s t a n c e s  where  we found h o s p i t a l s  s t i l l  had 

t h e m .  The  bombing i n  Hamburg and t h e  bombing i n  H o e c h s t  

d e s t r o y e d  a g rea t  p a r t  of t h e  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l  i n d u s t r y .  The 

l o n g  p e r i o d  of bombing,  4& years ,  seeined t o  h a v e  a d e a d e n i n g  

e E f e c t  on t h e  people. They a c c e p t e d  i t ;  i t  w a s  a way o f  

l i f e .  

C :  S t o i c .  

M: Yes. T h e r e  w a s n ' t  a n y p l a c e  else t o  go. Everybody t r i e d  t o  
g e t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e v a c u a t e d .  The  Germans had p r o p o s e d  to  
t h e  A l l i e s  t h a t  F r i e d r i c h s h a f e n  and  Constance on Lake  

Cons tance  b o r d e r i n g  S w i t z e r l a n d  be  d e c l a r e d  open c i t ies .  
They c o u l d  c o n c e n t r a t e  p a t i e n t s  and  t h e  e l d e r l y  t h e r e ,  and 
there  would be no bombing. They a l s o  a s k e d  t h a t  Emden and 

F l e n s b u r g  o n  t h e  D a n i s h  b o r d e r  be d e c l a r e d  open  c i t i e s .  A l l  

of  t h e  r e p o r t s - - a n d  I h a v e  n e v e r  been  ab le  t o  f i n d  a written 
report  on i t - - t h a t  I h a v e  h e a r d  i m p l i e d  t h a t  F r a n k l i n  D .  

Roosevelt was t h e  o n e  t h a t  s a i d  we would n e v e r  g i v e  them 
o p e n  c i t i e s .  C h u r c h i l l  [ S i r  Wins ton1  had  a s k e d  R o o s e v e l t  

t h a t  t h e y  g i v e  them o p e n  cities. H e  wanted  open c i t i e s  i n  
E n g l a n d .  R o o s e v e l t  s a i d ,  "Under  no  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  'I 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  Amer icans  bombed t w o  Swiss  t o w n s  n e a r  
S c h a f  f h a u s e n ,  c a u s i n g  r a t h e r  s i zab le  d e s t r u c t i o n .  T h e r e  was 
a f e e l i n g  a t  t h a t  time t h a t  t h i s  had been d i r e c t e d  by 
R o o s e v e l t  to show t h a t  he  w a s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  t o l e r a t e  open  
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c i t i es .  I t h i n k  t h e  f a c t s  O E  t h e  case were t h a t  t h e  

n a v i g a t o r  go t  l o s t  and  h e  s a w  Lake C o n s t a n c e  and he  matched 

i t  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  l a n d  p o i n t s  t h a t  he  was l o o k i n g  f o r  and 
t h e y  d ropped  bombs on t h e  S w i s s  of S c h a f t h a u s e n .  We 
o b v i o u s l y  p a i d  q u i t e  h e a v i l y  t o  e v e r y b o d y  who was h u r t  or 
k i l l e d ,  t h e i r  e s t a t e s ,  and w e  a l s o  r e b u i l t  t h e  town a f t e r  

t n e  war. 

I t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  m e  to  note  c h a t  t h e  S w i s s  used  t h e i r  

l a k e s  a s  s h e l t e r s  f o r  E u e l  and f o r  f o o d .  They b u i l t  l a rge  
t a n k s  l i k e  you would f i n d  a t  a E i l l i n g  s t a t i o n  and sunk them 

i n t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n  l a k e s .  Lake  Thun,  Lake Z u r i c h ,  Lake 

L u c e r n e ,  a l l  had t h e s e  areas where  t h e y  had gaso l ine  t h a t  
t h e y  t o o k  o u t  of t h e  c r i p p l e d  B-24s and B - 1 7 s  t h a t  l a n d e d  i n  
S w i t z e r l a n d .  They  d i d  t h e  same t h i n g  w i t h  w h a t e v e r  whea t  

a n d  g r a i n  t h e y  c o u l d  g e t .  I t  was p e r f e c t  temperature. They 

were v e r y ,  ve ry  r e t i cen t  t o  t a k e  e v a c u e e s  from Germany or 
F r a n c e  u n l e s s  t h e y  were d e f i n i t e l y  S w i s s  f a m i l i e s .  The 

Swis s  had t h e i r  sources o f  f o o d  supp l i e s ,  and  t h e y  were v e r y  

l i m i t e d ,  b u t  t h e y  had a g rea t  d e a l  of m i l k  and  b u t t e r  and 

c r e a m  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  They had c h e e s e .  They were 
a b l e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  s l a u g h t e r  of t h e i r  c a t t l e ,  so by n o t  

i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e y  d i d  v e r y  well. We had a 
t r e m e n d o u s  m i s s i o n  i n  Z u r i c h  and i n  B e r n  t h a t  was pa r t  of 
t h e  OSS [ O f f i c e  o f  S t r a t e g i c  S e r v i c e s ] ,  and  i t  was headed  by 

D u l l e s  [ A l l e n ] .  

T h e  S w i s s  had a n  a g r e e m e n t ,  f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n e e s  

t h a t  came i n  a s  p r i sone r s  f rom B - 2 4 s  and B-l7s--we had a b ig  

camp a t  G s t a a d  i n  t h e  mounta ins- -were  a l l o w e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  

t r a i n  i n t o  i3ern and g o  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a s  long a s  t h e y  
g a v e  t he i r  word t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  t r y  to  escape. If  t h e y  

e s c a p e d  and were caught - -and  mst of them were- - then  t h e y  

were m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n e r s ,  and  t h e y  were p u t  a t  h a r d  l a b o r .  
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Thoro wdn .i q r c d t  11ctal o f  In i sunJe raLdnd ing  aljouk t.lic Swisr;  

u s i n g  b o t h  German and  Amer ican  m i l i t a r y  p r i s o n e r s  t o  b u i l d  

o n e  o f  t h e i r  b e s t  m o u n t a i n  passes ,  S u s t e n  P a s s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  

war. I t  t o o k  t h e m  5 y e a r s  to  b u i l d  i t ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  i t  w i t h  

t h i s  labor f rom i n d i v i d u a l s  who had t r i e d  t o  escape. I f  i t  
were a r r a n g e d  t h a t  p r i s o n e r s  were to e s c a p e - - t h e  E n g l i s h  and  
t h e  Americans were o n e  u n i t  t h e  I t a l i a n s  and t h e  Germans 

were t h e  o t h e r - - a n  e q u a l  number had to  go o v e r  t h e  b o r d e r  t o  
t h e i r  own area by p r e a r r a n g e m e n t - - t h e n  t h e  S w i s s  d i d n ' t  

i n t e r f e r e ;  t h e y  l e t  t h e m  go .  I n  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  o u t  from 
Germans who s e n t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  to S w i s s  eami l ies  t h e  e f f e c t  

o f  bombing on t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  you found  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
h a d  n o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  bombing u n t i l  t h e y  came back and 

saw t h e  d e s t r o y e d  towns .  

A f t e r  one  s e r v e d  2 y e a r s  i n  t h e  German A r m y  o r  t h e  German 

A i r  Force, h e  c o u l d  c o u l d  become e l i g i b l e  f o r  a semester a t  
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  F e m a l e s  were m o b i l i z e d  t h e  same as  males i n  

Germany. The o n l y  way o n e  c o u l d  g e t  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a f t e r  

1 9 4 2  was by way of compul so ry  d e f e n s e  s e r v i c e .  Most OE t h e  

p e o p l e  t h e n  wanted  t o  g o  to t h e  small  towns  l i k e  T u b i n g e n  

a n d  E r l a n g e n ,  which  were n o t  bombed b u t  had good 

u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The academic group, when w e  q u e s t i o n e d  them 

i n  1 9 4 5 ,  was v e r y  r e a l i s t i c  t h a t  t h e y  had b e e n  m i s l e d  by 

Hi t le r  b e c a u s e  t h e y  saw a n  e a s y  s o l u t i o n  t o  unemployment and 

t h e i r  economic  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  Even t h e  academic g r o u p  f e l t  

P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  was a Jew and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a l l  t h i s  

t e r r i b l e  bombing t h a t  t h e  Amer icans  d i d  had some 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  H i t l e r  a n t i - J e w i s h  a c t i v i t y  . 
E v e r y p l a c e  t h a t  w e  w e n t  and t a l k e d  t o  people, t h e y  

e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  bombing t h e  o n l y  way t h e y  c o u l d  

g e t  a n y t h i n g  to  e a t  or g e t  warm was t o  go to  work. Bombed 

c i t i e s ,  u n t i l  we began to  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  t r y i n g  to f i n d  and  
d e s t r o y  e l e c t r i c  p l a n t s ,  were back i n  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  3 0  
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C: 

M: 

C: 

M: 

d a y s ,  sometimes e a r l i e r .  The p r o d u c t i o n  was, b a s e d  on 
e l e c t r i c  power consumed,  e q u a l  t o  wha t  i t  had  been  a n o n t h  

b e f o r e  t h e  bombing. 

Was y o u r  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i€  we went  a f t e r  s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t s  

l i k e  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  f a c i l i t i e s  and s y n t h e t i c  o i l  r e f i n e r i e s  
a n d  r e f i n e r i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  w e  were p r o b a b l y  d o i n g  a s  much as  
c o u l d  he done  t o  e l i m i n a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  i f  w e  j u s t  carpet 
bombed c i t i e s ,  w e  r e a l l y  w o u l d n ' t  be  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e ?  I f  

t h i s  is t rue  it  t e n d s  to  t o t a l l y  c o n t r a d i c t  what  t h e  B r i t i s h  

t h o u g h t  a l l  a l o n g ,  t h a t  by bombing c i t ies  t h e  c o l l a t e r a l  
e f f e c t s  o f  d e s t r o y i n g  i n d u s t r y  would be  enough to  warrant 
t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e .  

I t h i n k  t h e  issue h e r e  is: are w e  t r y i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  

enemy or are w e  t r y i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  own morale a t  d time 
t h a t  w e  a r e  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  enemy? 

(End T a p e  8 ,  S i d e  1 )  

( T a p e  8 ,  S i d e  2 n o t  r e c o r d e d )  

I f  you had not had  t h e  bombing o f f e n s i v e ?  

I f  w e  had n o t  had t h e  bombing o f f e n s i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  

1940-45 ,  t h e  a l l i e d  c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  would n o t  h a v e  had 

s o m e t h i n g  t o  hang  o n t o  t h a t  we were d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t o  h u r t  

t h e  enemy. I t  was a g r e a t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  morale b u i l d e r  f o r  

o u r  own peop le - -Amer ican ,  B r i t i s h ,  and  F r e n c h .  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand  w h a t  we were d o i n g  to  Germany was O f  g rea te r  p r o p a g a n d a  

v a l u e  by carpet  bombing towns t h a n  by p i n p o i n t i n g  r a i l  
centers and  k n o c k i n g  o u t  locomotives. More e f f e c t i v e  
bombing was t h e  k n o c k i n g  o u t  o f  l o c o m o t i v e s  and  t h e  

t r a n s f o r m e r s  and  t h e  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  p l a n t s  and t h e  f u e l  
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p l a n t s .  The e f f e c t  oE t h a t  was a t  l e a s t  6 weeks o f f  on t h e  

r e c e i v i n g  end  w h e r e a s  t h e  bombing o f  t h e  c i t i es  w a s  
i n s t a n t a n e o u s .  So o n e  had t a r g e t  s e l e c t i o n  g r o u p s  t r y i n g  t o  
f i g u r e  o u t  what  t h e y  were supposed to  do. My o n l y  criticism 
of them is t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  t a k e  a l o o k  a t  w h a t  German 

bombing d i d  i n  E n g l a n d .  I t h i n k  t h e  O t i s  E l e v a t o r  Cowpany 

i n  London is a g r e a t  example. They were bombed some 7 0  

times, and t h e y  were s t i l l  e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  bombing 
wh ich  knocked  o u t  t h e i r  e lectr ic  p l a n t .  T h a t  t y p e  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n  was r a p i d l y  g e n e r a t e d  and s e n t  a f t e r  we had 

t a k e n  a look a t  Germany to  change  t h e  bombing i n  t h e  Far 
East .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  l a s t  word h a s  been  w r i t t e n  on 

bombing as a n  e f f e c t i v e  war i n s t r u m e n t .  I t h i n k  t h e  people 
t h a t  would l i k e  t o  show it w a s  inhumane w i l l  show t h a t  i t  
was i n e f f e c t i v e .  The people t h a t  believe t h e  c a v a l r y  s h o u l d  

s t i l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  t h e  h o r s e  car ts  w i l l  s a y ,  "Well, 

bombing d i d n ' t  d o  a n y t h i n g . "  -- Bombinq - -  d i d  a great  -- d e a l  t o  
b o t h  s i d e s  b e s i d e s  d e s t r u c t i o n .  - T h i s  was q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t o  
u s .  We s u r v e y e d  c i v i l i a n s  b o t h  i n  t h e  r u r a l  areas and i n  

t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  areas t o  t r y  to f i n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  T h e  

r u r a l  areas would  s a y ,  "Oh, t h o s e  poor people i n  town."  B u t  

i t  was j u s t  sor t  o f  a r e a c t i o n ,  "Gee, I am sorry your w i f e  

i s  s i c k . "  I n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  areas where  t h e y  had t a k e n  

g r e a t  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h e y  wanted  to say was, 
"You know we a r e  o n l y  a l l o w e d  o n e  room. We had  a b i g  h o u s e ,  

o r  w e  had a big a p a r t m e n t .  W e  are o n l y  allowed o n e  room 
now, and  we h a v e  to  cook  and  e a t  and s leep i n  i t ." Well, 

t h a t  pers is ted for s e v e r a l  years a f t e r  t h e  war was over .  I t  

w a s  more i n c o n v e n i e n c e  t h a n  a r e a l  f e a r  o f  t h e  bombing. The 
c i v i l i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s p o n d e d  t o  bombing v e r y  much l i k e  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  r e s p o n d s  to  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  and machinegun f i r e .  
YOU expect i t ,  and  p r e t t y  s o o n  you ge t  used to  i t .  YOU 
d o n ' t  e v e r  l ike  i t ,  b u t  you g e t  used  t o  it. 

-- __- -.__ 

_- 
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W i t h  t h e  German m i l i t a r y  the bombing had a d i f f e r e n t  morale 

e f f e c t .  A s  we w e n t  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s ,  w e  found 

t h a t  t h e y  c e n s o r e d  reports of  bombing from c e r t a i n  t o w n s  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  had a p r e d o m i n a n t  number oE i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h a t  

m i l i t a r y  U n i t  from t h a t  town. Men who w e n t  home on l e a v e  

f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  was much, much more 
d i f f i c u l t  and worse t h a n  e v e n  t h e  u n i t s  t h a t  were o n  t h e  

R u s s i a n  f r o n t .  1 h a v e  t a l k e d  w i t h  a number o f  G e r m a n  

o f f i c e r s  and e n l i s t e d  men i n  t h e  years s i n c e  when t h e y  were 
n o t  i n f l u e n c e d  by t r y i n g  t o  create  an i m p r e s s i o n .  They 

s a i d ,  "You know, w e  had more f e a r  a b o u t  wha t  w a s  happen ing  

t o  our f a m i l i e s  f rom bombing t h a n  we d i d  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  

o f f e n s i v e .  Bombing is t e r r i b l e . "  What i t  does- -1  a m  
q u o t i n g  now--to t h e  s o l d i e r  or t h e  o f E i c e r  who knows t h a t  a n  

area is b e i n g  bombed b e c a u s e  h e  h e a r s  it b e i n g  b r o a d c a s t  on 
t h e  German r a d i o  or  on BBC [ B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t i n g  

C o r p o r a t i o n l - - h e  b e g i n s  t o  worry a b o u t  wha t  h a s  happened t o  
h i s  f a m i l y .  The  ac tua l  bombardment of t h e  g r o u n d  forces d i d  

n o t  seem t o  h a v e  any  more e f f e c t  on t h e  Germans t h a n  i t  d i d  

o n  t h e  Amer icans .  They b o t h  b i t c h e d  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e i r  own f o r c e s  bombed them and t h e  A i r  Force d i d n ' t  h a v e  

a n y  i d e a  where  t h e y  were bombing. The A m e r i c a n s  f r e q u e n t l y  
c i t e d  t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  General  McNair [ L e s l e y  J.1 and of  

General  Roosevelt [ B r i g  Gen T h e o d o r e ,  Jr.1 by bombs f a l l i n g  

too close t o  t h e  a d v a n c i n g  l i n e  i n  France.  When you a s k e d  

them a b o u t  s t r a t e g i c  bombing as we t h o u g h t  of i t ,  "Did you 

h a v e  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  bombing t h e  m i l l s  and t h e  fac tor ies  back  

home was t e r r i b l e ? "  "Only as it  a f f e c t e d  my f a m i l y  who were 
i n  t h a t  c i t y .  " 

S o c i a l  l i f e  i n  B e r l i n  among t h e  r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  o f f icers  
a n d  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  Munich,  e v e n  i n  F r a n k f u r t ,  c o n t i n u e d  

t h r o u g h  C h r i s t m a s  1 9 4 4 .  The  c u s t o m  of c e l e b r a t i n g  o n  t h e  

2 4 t h  and t h e n  h a v i n g  t h e  2 5 t h  and t h e  2 6 t h  as  t h e  f i r s t  and 
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second  h o l i d a y  w a s  o b s e r v e d .  They were n o t  a b l e  t o  bake  

c a k e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  f l o u r  t h e y  were g e t t i n g  had 2 0  t o  3 0  

p e r c e n t  s a w d u s t  i n  i t .  O u t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h e y  were a b l e  t o  
h a v e  c a k e s  f o r  C h r i s t m a s .  So m o r a l e w i s e  one h a s  t o  weigh 

s t r a t e g i c  bombing a s  wha t  i t  d o e s  f o r  h i s  p e o p l e  v e r s u s  

w h a t  i t  d o e s  t o  t h e  enemy. If  select  t a r g e t s  a r e  u s e d ,  1 am 

s u r e  s t r a t e g i c  bombing w o u l d  have  a 6-week t o  6-mont-h v e r y  

d e r o g a t o r y  e f f e c t  on t h e  economy of  a c o u n t r y ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  

t h i n k  bombing t h e  towns w i l l y - n i l l y  h a s  t h a t  much e f f e c t .  

O n e  of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  t h a t  I g o t  i n t o  w i t h  b o t h  

G e n e r a l  G o r i n g  and D r .  B r a n d t  when w e  i n t e r r o g a t e d  them was 
the  f a c t  t h a t  by 1 9 4 2  t h e y  had se lec ted  committees t o  p l a n  

f o r  the r e b u i l d i n g  of Germany. A f t e r  t h e  Hamburg hombing of 

A u g u s t  1 9 4 3 ,  it became v e r y  a c t i v e ,  and  t h e y  had a rch i tec ts  
p l a n n i n g  what  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  would be  and how t h e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and t h e  h o u s i n g  would be b u i l t .  We r e c o v e r e d ,  

i n  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y ,  vo lumes  o f  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  

r e b u i l d i n g  o f  Germany, which g i v e s  you a n o t h e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  
how t h e  enemy r e s p o n d e d  t o  our i n t e n s i v e  bombing. They 

r e s p o n d e d  by h a v i n g  a n t i c i p a t o r y  p l a n n i n g  a t  h i g h e r  l e v e l s .  

( I n t e r r u p t i o n )  

M :  To c l a r i f y  w h a t  we s a y  h e r e  a b o u t  a n t i c i p a t o r y  p l a n n i n g ,  i t  
r e f l e c t e d  t h a t  a s  e a r l y  as 1 9 4 1 - 4 2  when t h e  G e r m a n s  began 

p l a n n i n g  and making d e s i g n s  and i n d u s t r i a l  p rog rams  for 
r e p l a c e m e n t  h o s p i t a l s  and schools and u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h e y  were 
t h i n k i n g  t h e y  were g o i n g  to be v i c t o r i o u s .  A s  t h e  war  w e n t  
o n ,  t h e y  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  m i g h t  not be v i c t o r i o u s  b u t  t h e y  

m i g h t  have  a s t a l e m a t e .  They s t i l l  w e r e n ' t  a t  t h a t  time 
t h i n k i n g  of b e i n g  d e f e a t e d .  They began p l a n n i n g  how t h e y  
were going t o  r e b u i l d  t h e  c i t i e s ,  how t h e y  would r e b u i l d  t h e  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and how t h e y  would a d a p t  by g o v e r n m e n t a l  

o r d e r  t h e  same t h i n g s  t h e y  were d o i n g  i n  t h e  w a r t i m e .  I n  
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o t h e r  w o r d s  there  w o u l d n ' t  be 2 0  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of a s p i r i n ;  
t h e r e  w o u l d  be one k i n d .  T h e r e  w o u l d n ' t  be 2 0  k i n d s  o f  

s u r g i c a l  clamps, b u t  t h e r e  m i g h t  be o n l y  5 k i n d s  i n s t e a d  o f  
40  or 50. T h e r e  w o u l d n ' t  be 30 compe t ing  compan ies  b u i l d i n g  

m e d i c a l  e q u i p m e n t .  T h e r e  m i g h t  o n l y  be t w o  or t h r e e .  They 

had  s e r ious  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n s .  Scme of t h e  d r a w i n g s  

t i i a t  w e  found were 2% by 4 %  f e e t  i n  s i z e .  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e s i g n s .  Some of them we found were 
c o o r d i n a t e d  by b o t h  D r .  B r a n d t ,  who was t h e  s e n i o r  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r  u n d e r  Hi t le r  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  and by D r .  S p e e r ,  

who was t h e  m a s t e r  p l a n n e r .  

They were t r u e  

By 1944  w e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  from d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  1945  

w i t h  Rany of t h e s e  German l e a d e r s  t h a t  se r ious ly  t h e y  d i d n ' t  

t h i n k  t h e y  were going  to  w i n  t h e  war. They t h o u g h t  t h e y  

were going  to  be  a b l e  someway to  p r e v e n t  t h e i r  enemies €rex 

coming i n t o  Germany. They d i d n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  t h e y  would 

co l l apse  i n s i d e  Germany. O f  course,  i t  was E i s e n h o w e r ' s  

i n t e n t i o n  to  force t h e  col lapse o f  Germany w i t h i n  Gemany. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  R u s s i a n  a p p r o a c h  was t o  d e s t r o y  Germany. 

If you remember, t h e  Secre ta ry  o f  T r e a s u r y  of t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  Mr. Morgenthau  [Henry ,  J r . ] ,  wanted  t o  make a ru ra l  
c o u n t r y  o u t  o f  Germany a€ter the  war and h a v e  n o t h i n g  b u t  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y .  The  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  would create a 
t r e m e n d o u s  p o l i t i c a l  and economic vacuum i n  t h e  cen ter  of a 

mass of n a t i o n s  d i d n ' t  seem to  a f f e c t  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a t  
P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ' s  l e v e l  u n t i l  r e a l l y  l a t e  i n  1 9 4 4 .  Then 
t h e r e  w a s  a complete r e v e r s a l  i n  memoranda a b o u t  p l a n n i n g  

t h e  t y p e  of o c c u p a t i o n a l  gove rnmen t  w e  were g o i n g  t o  have  
and  how w e  were g o i n g  t o  f e e d  t h e  Germans. We h a d n ' t  a t  
t h a t  p o i n t  t h o u g h t ,  as f a r  a s  I c a n  d e t e r m i n e  f rom r e a d i n g ,  

a b o u t  d e n a z i f i c a t i o n .  T h a t  was s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  came much, 

much l a t e r .  I h a v e  n e v e r  been  a b l e  to  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  d e n a z i E i c a t i o n  b e c a u s e ,  w h i l e  t h e  
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L i r i t i s h  and F r e n c h  ascribed t o  i t ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  follow 
t h r o u g h  o n  it t h e  way t h e  Amer icans  d i d .  

C :  S i r ,  t h e r e  is a p o i n t  c o n c e r n i n g  d e n a z i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  you 

m i g h t  be able  t o  c o n f i r m  or deny.  G e n e r a l  C l a y  [ L u c i u s  D . 1  

r e c e i v e d  a N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  CounciL order  t h a t  s a i d ,  " Y o u  
w i l l  n o t  h i r e  a n y  N a z i s  i n  c r i t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  on y o u r  

s t a f f . "  He s a i d ,  "Well, t h e  most e x p e r i e n c e d  people t h a t  we 
h a v e  h e r e  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  are  f o r m e r  N a z i s .  SO t o  heck  

w i t h  y o u ,  I am g o i n g  to  go a h e a d  and  h i r e  t h e m . "  And h e  

w e n t  a h e a d  and  h i r e d  t h e n  t o t a l l y  c o n t r a r y  to t h e  d i r e c t i v e  

h e  had r e c e i v e d  f rom t h e  S e c u r i t y  C o u n c i l .  

M: I t h i n k  t h a t  is t r u e .  I t h i n k  it was t r u e  i n  a l l  areas o v e r  

t h e r e .  1 t h i n k  M r .  Murphy [ R o b e r t ] ,  who r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

S t a t e  E e p a r t m e n t  o n  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r ' s  s t a f f ,  was p r o b a b l y  

t h e  most r e a l i s t i c  diplomat t h a t  we had  o v e r  t h e r e .  H e  

u n d e r s t o o d  better t h a n  o t h e r s .  The p o l i t i c a l  aspects of t h e  

Roosevelt r e g i m e  v e r s u s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  aspects of t h e  Truman 

[ P r e s i d e n t  Harry S.1 r e g i m e  are v e r y ,  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  M r .  
Truman was M r .  R o o s e v e l t ' s  choice for p o l i t i c a l  r e a s o n s .  

Truman was not t a k e n  i n t o  R o o s e v e l t ' s  c o n f i d e n c e  when he  
became V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  b u t  he  knew a g r e a t  dea l  a b o u t  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  h e  had b e e n  c h a i r m a n  of the 
S e n a t e  ccmmittee o n  c o n t r a c t s  and  i n d u s t r i a l  p rog rams .  He 

p r o b a b l y  knew more a b o u t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  o u r  

war e f f o r t  t h a n  any  o t h e r  s i n q l e  man. When h e  became 

P r e s i d e n t  h e  was f a c e d  w i t h  two t h i n g s .  One,  h e  had 

R o o s e v e l t ' s  p u b l i s h e d  p l a n s  of what  we were g o i n g  t o  do, 

both d o m e s t i c a l l y  and f o r e i g n ,  and two, i f  h e  were t o  win  a n  

e l e c t i o n ,  h e  had to  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f  as t h e  Democratic 
l eade r .  One O €  t h e  most phenomenal  t h i n g s  i n  Amer ican  

p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  is t h a t  w i t h o u t  a r e v o l u t i o n  and w i t h o u t  
a n  u p h e a v a l  h e  g o t  r i d  of e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  R o o s e v e l t  
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C: 

M: 

had a p p o i n t e d - - e v e r y  C a b i n e t  and s u b - c a b i n e t  member, even  

down t o  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l - - b e f o r e  h e  went  
i n t o  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e l e c t i o n  campaign f o r  h i s  r e e l e c t i o n  i n  
1 9 4 8 .  

D i d  t h a t  h a v e  a p r o f o u n d  e f f e c t  on  t h e  M e d i c a l  Corps, more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  a rea  t h a t  you would g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  w i t h  

E b e r s t a d t  i n  1948-49? 

I t  d i d ,  y e s .  I t  d i d  q u i t e  a b i t  because t h e  people t h a t  

were r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  Truman were r e c e p t i v e  t o  new i d e a s  and 

t o  T r u m a n ' s  i d e a  of a Department o f  D e f e n s e  w h i l e  t h e  people 

who were r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mr. R o o s e v e l t  were v e r y  much f o r  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo. T h i s  p l a y e d  a very i m p o r t a n t  role f o r  u s  i n  t h e  

t i m e  w e  were p l a n n i n g  and h o p i n g  f o r  a s epa ra t e  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e .  O n e  o f  t h e  key  people was Dr. Rusk, who w a s  a 
p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  and had  b e e n  a p e r s o n a l  p h y s i c i a n  t o  M r .  

Truman. W e  used  t o  s a y  Howard c o u l d  go i n  t h e  back  d o o r  of 
t h e  W h i t e  House  w i t h o u t  a n  appointment a n y t i m e  h e  wanted  t o ,  
and  you c o u l d  f l o a t  a b a l l o o n  o v e r  t h e r e  by g e t t i n g  Howard 

t o  go i n  and t a l k  to  some of t h e  people. Howard Rusk c o u l d  

a l s o  arrange f o r  you t o  t a l k  w i t h  people l i k e  "Matt" 
C o n n e l l y  [Mat thew]  who was t h e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s .  The  A r m y  d e n t a l  gene ra l ,  B r i g  Gen L o u i s  H.  

Renf row,  was also v e r y  close t o  M r .  Truman f rom h i s  Kansas 
C i t y  d a y s .  H e  was ve ry  f a v o r a b l y  i n c l i n e d  toward  t h e  A i r  

Force v e r s u s  t h e  Army a l t h o u g h  h e  h e l d  h i s  commission i n  t h e  
A r m y .  The m i l i t a r y  a i d e ,  Maj Gen H a r r y  B. Vaughan, and t h e  
n a v a l  a i d e  t o  T r u m a n  were l i kewise  i n c l i n e d  t o  l i s t e n  to  t h e  

A i r  Force p r o b l e m  more r e a d i l y  t h a n  t h e y  were t o  t h e  s t a t u s  

q u o  b e i n g  pushed  by t h e  A r m y .  

You m u s t  remember a t  t h i s  same t i m e ,  1947-49--and w e  w i l l  
g e t  i n t o  i t  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r - - t h a t  t h e  Navy was p r o p o s i n g  
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t h a t  t h e y  t a k e  over a l l  t h e  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  A i r  

Force. A s  G e n e r a l  G r o w  was to s a y ,  "We jumped f rom t h e  

f r y i n g  p a n ,  wh ich  is t h e  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l  o f  t h e  Army, i n t o  
t h e  f i r e  of t h e  Navy, and  we s t i l l  d o n ' t  have  a n y t h i n g . "  So 

t h e  A r m y  a n d  t h e  Navy were competing f o r  who was g o i n g  t o  
h a v e  t h e  e x t r a  b e d s  t h a t  b e l o n g e d  to t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  N e i t h e r  

one o f  t h e m  wan ted  t h e  b e d s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  t a c t i c a l  u n i t s .  
They  wanted  t h e  b e d s  which  were o v e r  and a b o v e  t a c t i c a l  or 
s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l  or  d i s p e n s a r y  l e v e l .  They wanted  t h e  

gene ra l  h o s p i t a l s .  A l l  t h i s  d i d  p lay  a role i n  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  M r .  T ruman ' s  

P r e s i d e n c y ,  

C: A t  t h i s  t ime you were i n  t h e  Leg i s l a t ive  L i a i s o n  [ L & L l  

D i v i s i o n  of t h e  General  S t a f f .  So t h e  stage is r e a l l y  set 
f o r  t h i s  b i g  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  is g o i n g  t o  go on ,  I t h i n k ,  

t h r o u g h o u t  1 9 4 5  a t  l eas t .  In A u g u s t  1 9 4 5  you  worked w i t h  

t h e  Senate Armed S e r v i c e s  Committee on c l e m o b i l i z a t i o n  and 

postwar f o r c e  s t r u c t u r e .  So b o t h  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  t h r a s h e d  o u t  a t  t h i s  time, a r e n ' t  t h e y ?  You 
h a v e  t h e  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  of a p r e t t y  s i z a b l e  m e d i c a l  s e rv i ce ,  
a n d  a t  t h e  same time you are t r y i n g  to  h o l d  onto assets so 
t h a t  t h e y  a r e n ' t  t h r o w n  i n t o  e i t h e r  t h e  Army camp or t h e  

Navy camp? 

PI: T h a t  is true. L e t ' s  go back .  When Arnold ,  i n  1 9 4 3 ,  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a postwar p l a n n i n g  group i n  h i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  I 

was a s s i g n e d  as t h e  m e d i c a l  member of t h e  s u b c o m m i t t e e  of 
t h e  postwar A i r  F o r c e .  I l e a r n e d  s u c h  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  as  
t h e  t o t a l  t a x  bas i s  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was going to  have  

10 years  a f t e r  t h e  e n d  of t h e  war. I l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  
g r o s s  n a t i o n a l  product and t h e  gross n a t i o n a l  d e b t ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e s e  were a l l  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

c o u l d  support a 250-group A i r  Force. They U s e d  t h e  a i r  
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g r o u p  as t h e  u n i t  i n  p l a n n i n g .  I t  d i d n ' t  make a n y  

d i f E e r e n c e  w h e t h e r  i t  was bomber,  f i g h t e r ,  o r  t r a n s p o r t ;  i t  

was t h e  group t h a t  was t h e  p l a n n i n g  u n i t .  You m u s t  
u n d e r s t a n d  th i s - -when  it  came t o  g e t t i n g  a separate  Eorce, 
t h e  A i r  Force l e a d e r s  were l i t e r a l l y  * p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  on ly  
t h e  a p r o n  and t h e  runways .  They were p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  up 
t h e  h a n g a r s  and t h e  res t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  ge t  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  came on  t h a t  apron and E l e w  
away or l a n d e d  on t h e  runway. So t h e  use oE a g r o u p  as a 

u n i t  of p l a n n i n g  was v e r y  l o g i c a l .  They t h e n  d e b a t e d  

w h e t h e r  they would h a v e  5 0  or 5 2  wings .  They l a t e r  went  t o  
t h e  wing p l a n n i n g  u n i t  i n  l i e u  o f  t h e  group b e c a u s e  a w i n g  
c o u l d  have  f i g h t e r s ,  bombers ,  and  t r a n s p o r t s  i n  i t ,  and  a 
wing  had to  h a v e  a h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  so t h a t  meant  t h e y  had to 
h a v e  a f i e l d .  I f  t h e  A i r  Force had t h e  f i e l d ,  t h e n  

e v e r y t h i n g  on  t h e  f i e l d  b e l o n g e d  t o  them. T h i s  a l l  came up 
o v e r  a p e r i o d  of mon ths  a s  t h e  s t a f f  p l a n n e d  t o  l i v e  w i t h i n  

t h e  t a x  d o l l a r s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  found u n d e r  w h a t  was t h e n  

c o n s i d e r e d  b o t h  R e p u b l i c a n  and  Democratic economic programs.  

I was s e n t  t o  t h e  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y  i n  November 1 9 4 4 .  

T h e r e  I l e a r n e d  a l l  s o r t s  oE i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o h l e m s  of 
n a t i o n a l  economics  and  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t s  and p o p u l a t i o n  

s h i f t s  and t h e  demography of p o p u l a t i o n s  of t h e  a reas  t h a t  

were g o i n g  to  be  s u r v e y e d .  The s u r v e y  s t u d i e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Government  b e c a u s e ,  as I s a i d  ea r l i e r ,  bombing was d i s c u s s e d  
o n l y  i n  camera i n  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t .  I t  was n e v e r  made p u b l i c .  

T h a t  the s u r v e y  was e v e n  a l l o w e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  on  B r i t i s h  s o i l  
t o o k  an a c t  of t h e  top M i n i s t e r  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Government .  

W e  had t o  a g r e e  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  would h a v e  top 

s e c u r i t y  so i t  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  back t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  press a n d  

t h e  B r i t i s h  p e o p l e .  
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C:  

M : 

When I was s e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f rom t h e  bombing 

s u r v e y ,  I had a c q u i r e d  a s u € f i c i e n t  number  oE p o i n t s  t n  be 

r e l i e v e d  a s  a R e s e r v e  of E icer .  Reserve o f f i c e r s  g a t h e r e d  
p o i n t s  f o r  t h e i r  months  of s e r v i c e  and  o v e r s e a s  d u t y .  I 

t h i n k  I needed  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  56,  and I had  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

2 0 0 .  When I w e n t  i n  to  see G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  and G e n e r a l  

G r a n t ,  I was t o ld  t h a t  even  though  I had t h e  po in t s  t h e r e  

was a c l a u s e  t h a t  i f  you were e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

d e f e n s e  e f f o r t  you c o u l d n ' t  go home. I had a s k e d  n o t  to (30 
to  Japan w i t h  t h e  bombing s u r v e y .  T h e r e  were many r e a s o n s  

why I w a s n ' t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g o i n g  t o  J a p a n .  I was 
f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g e t t i n g  back  and c o m p l e t i n g  my 

t r a i n i n g  f o r  o b s t e t r i c s  and g y n e c o l o g y  and g e t t i n g  my 
boards. 

T h a t  would be a t  W e s t e r n  R e s e r v e  U n i v e r s i t y ?  

Yes. I n  A u g u s t  1 9 4 5  General Arno ld  s a i d ,  "You are j u s t  t h e  

person I need .  S e n a t o r  H a t c h  [ C a r l  A . ,  Dem-NM] o f  t h e  Armed 

S e r v i c e s  Committee w a n t s  t w o  a d v i s o r s  t o  h e l p  him w i t h  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i l i t a r y  

d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  of medical p e o p l e .  I h a v e  s e l e c t e d  
M r .  " - - then  L t  Col--"Robett Wagner [ C o l  R o b e r t  F. 1 ," who 
l a t e r  became mayor of N e w  York C i t y ,  "from t h e  J A G  [ J u d g e  

A d v o c a t e  G e n e r a l ]  a n d  you from t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  and you 
h a v e  had e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  p l a n n i n g  b o a r d  €or p o s t w a r  A i r  

Force p r o g r a m s ,  so you c a n  r e p r e s e n t  two areas .  You W i l l  be 

p l a c e d  a s  a l e g i s l a t i v e  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r  o v e r  t h e r e  w i t h o u t  

your medical c a d u c e u s .  YOU d o n ' t  have  t o  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  War 

D e p a r t m e n t  Medical S e r v i c e  or t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e .  " 

T h e r e  were 5 0 , 0 0 0  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  on a c t i v e  d u t y  i n  t h e  

Army, Navy, and t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s .  They a l l  wanted  t o  go 

home; t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a l l  wanted  t h e m .  C o n g r e s s  was b e i n g  
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overwhelmed w i t h  requests t o  b r i n g  them home. Sena tor  Hatch 

wan ted  good a d v i c e  because t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  D r .  K i r k ,  
had  recommended t h a t  t h e  Army g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  be used t o  
h o s p i t a l i z e  t h e  p a t i e n t s ,  t h e  wounded and t h e  s i c k ,  of t h e  
f o r c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t u r n  them o v e r  t o  t h e  V e t e r a n s  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

(End T a p e  Tape  9 ,  S ide  1) 

M: S e n a t o r  Ha tch  wanted  good concrete r e a s o n s  why t h i s  was n o t  

s o u n d ,  and w e  vere a b l e  t o  g i v e  i t  to  him. L a t e r  P r e s i d e n t  

Truman d e s i g n a t e d  General B r a d l e y  t o  be t h e  Director  of t h e  

V e t e r a n s  A f f a i r s ,  and  G e n e r a l  Hawley who had been  t h e  

s u r g e o n  f o r  E i s e n h o w e r  and ComZ [Communica t ions  Zone]  o f  

Europe to  be t h e  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r .  I t  was r e l a t i v e l y  

easy  to  show t h a t  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  expans ion  
wou ld  re l ieve  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o f  a n o n d e f e n s e  role and s t i l l  

p r o v i d e  m e d i c a l  care f o r  t h e  r e t u r n i n g  wounded s o l d i e r .  I t  

was a f e e l i n g  of t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  t h a t  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  J a p a n  

a n d  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  Germany, I t a l y ,  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  e t  ce te ra  
was g o i n g  t o  be  a d i f f i c u l t  p rob lem and a n y t h i n g  t h a t  gave  

t h e m  r e l i e f  by a s s i g n i n g  it t o  a n o t h e r  a g e n c y  was sound .  So 

w e  recommended t o  S e n a t o r  H a t c h  t h a t  any  p a t i e n t  t h a t  was 
go ing  t o  need more t h a n  6 weeks  care s h o u l d  be  t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  We c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  Hawley 

a b o u t  w h e t h e r  he  was g o i n g  t o  have  s u f f i c i e n t  personnel  to  
d o  t h i s .  H e  s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  b e c a u s e  e v e r y  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  is going  t o  be  named a c o n s u l t a n t  s o u r c e  to  t a k e  
care of t h e  v e t e r a n s .  T h i s  w i l l  h e l p  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  and 
t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m ,  and  i t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a r e c r u i t m e n t  

program €or  u s . "  Many m e d i c a l  s c h o o l s  e v e n t u a l l y  g o t  

a veterans h o s p i t a l ,  i n  wh ich  a p r o f e s s o r  o€ s u r g e r y  was 
p a i d  by t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  50 percent  to  7 0  

p e r c e n t  of h i s  time; h e  was p a i d  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  m e d i c a l  
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f a c u l t y  f o r  t h e  remainder of h i s  t i m e .  The c i v i l i a n  
s p e c i a l i s t  had a d e q u a t e  p e r s o n n e l  and  p a t i e n t s  i n  b o t h  h i s  
c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l  a n d  h i s  v e t e r a n s  h o s p i t a l  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  so 
h e  c o u l d  have  a good t r a i n i n g  program. HEW l a t e r  d e c i d e d  

t h a t  r e s e a r c h  money would be  g r a n t e d  to b o t h  t h e  veterans 
h o s p i t a l s  and t h e  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l s .  The m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  

f o r c e  r e t u r n e d  t o  a l eve l  i n  which  t h e i r  m i l i t a ry  p r o b l e m s  

i n  t h e  two t h e a t e r s  p o s t w a r  were c o n t r o l l e d .  The c i v i l i a n  

d o c t o r s  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  c i v i l i a n  sector  a t  a n  e a r l y  d a t e .  

O b v i o u s l y  I was n o t  very p p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  of  

t h e  Army or t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  of t h e  Navy f o r  t h e s e  
r ecommenda t ions ,  wh ich  came i n t o  f o r c e  when M r .  Truman, M r .  

H a t c h ,  a n d  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  a p p r o v e d  them. T h a t ' s  a l l  i t  

t o o k  t o  make them work.  

I s a i d  t o  S e n a t o r  H a t c h  one morn ing ,  "Colonel  Wagner and I 

h a v e  been t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we e v e n t u a l l y  want  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .  H e  h a s  a v e r y  good law p rac t i ce ,  
a n d  I wou ld  l i k e  to g e t  b a c k  to  a c a d e m i c  t e a c h i n g  and my 

S p e c i a l t y . "  H e  s a i d ,  "You mean b o t h  of you men a re  R e s e r v e  

o f f i c e r s ? "  I s a i d ,  " Y e s . "  H e  s a i d ,  "Had G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  or 
G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  t o l d  m e  you were, I w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  accepted 
you. Now t h a t  I h a v e  had you and found  o u t  t h a t  b o t h  o f  you 
h a v e  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of what  was g o i n g  on  t h a n  

anybody t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  s e n t  t o  t r y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  m e ,  I am 
g l a d  t h e y  d i d .  What is t h i s  about your  w a n t i n g  to  g o  home?" 

I e x p l a i n e d  to  him t h a t  b o t h  of u s  had r e q u e s t e d  it. H e  

s a i d ,  "What h a p p e n s ? "  I s a i d ,  "Normal ly  we would have  to go 
t o  a demob [ d e m o b i l i z a t i o n ]  c e n t e r ,  and i t  would take u s  6 

weeks  t o  g e t  ou t  of t h e  s e r v i c e .  B u t  as a J A G  o f f i c e r ,  he  

c a n  h a n d l e  t h e  l e g a l  p a p e r s ,  and a s  a m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  I can 
h a n d l e  o u r  d i s c h a r g e  p h y s i c a l s .  I f  you were t o  c a l l  G e n e r a l  
U l i o  [Ma] Gen James A,  1 , "  who was t h e  A d j u t a n t  Genera l  of 

t h e  Army, "I  would imagine we c o u l d  b e  o u t  of here  w i t h i n  
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t h e  d a y . "  S O  we c a l l e d  Wagner i n ,  and h e  s a i d  p r a c t i c a l l y  

t h e  same t h i n g  t h a t  I had  s a i d .  He p i c k e d  up t h e  phone ,  had 

h i s  s e c r e t a r y  g e t  Genera l  Ulio o n  t h e  phone ,  and as you c a n  
i m a g i n e ,  t h e  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  Armed S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  had 

n o  t r o u b l e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  g e n e r a l s  a t  any l e v e l ,  or a d m i r a l s .  

Ul io  s a i d ,  "Yes, t h e y  c a n  d o  t h a t .  I f  t h e y  b r i n g  t h e  papers 
o v e r ,  i t  w i l l  take u s  a b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s .  Do t h e y  e a c h  know 

how much l e a v e  t h e y  h a v e  coming?" I t  so happened  t h a t  e a c h  
of us had 4 months .  We had n e v e r  t a k e n  l e a v e  w h i l e  w e  were 
o n  f l i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  so we had t h e  maximum t h a t  you p o s s i b l y  

c o u l d  g e t .  

Then  I went  o v e r  and t o l d  General G r a n t  and G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  

t h a t  I was g o i n g  home, t h a t  my o r d e r s  were b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d ,  

a n d  t h a t  I hoped  t o  be i n  t h e  R e s e r v e  and I would come down 

anyt ime t h e y  wan ted  m e  b u t  I wanted  to g e t  my p r o f e s s i o n a l  

s t a t u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  as I would be r e c o g n i z e d  by my p r o f e s s i o n .  

They  were v e r y ,  very u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  o n l y  sor ry  t h a t  I h a d n ' t  

come to  them f i r s t ,  b u t  t h e y  u n d e r s t o o d .  Each of them a s k e d  
me t o  pe r sona l ly  r e s p o n d  t o  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s .  I s tayed an 
e x t r a  day  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  and G e n e r a l  G r o w  came i n  from t h e  

P a c i f i c  t h e a t e r .  H e  was to  take over G e n e r a l  G r a n t ' s  
p o s i t i o n .  He i n s i s t e d  o n  h a v i n g  l u n c h  w i t h  m e .  He d i d n ' t  

w a n t  to  d o  i t  i n  t h e  P e n t a g o n ,  so we w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  

Army-Navy C lub .  He s a i d ,  " R i c h a r d ,  t h e r e  is o n l y  one t h i n g .  

You h a v e  t o  promise t h a t  you w i l l  r e s p o n d  e v e n  t o  be ing  
c a l l e d  b a c k  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  i f  I need 
you  i n  p l a n n i n g  for t h e  postwar A i r  Force." I s a i d ,  

"General  G r o w ,  I w i l l  b e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  d o  i t . "  T h i s  was 
November 1 9 4 5 ,  and h e  was p l a n n i n g  t h e  postwar A i r  Force and 
a m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  which  c o u l d  n o t  come i n t o  b e i n g  u n t i l  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  A c t  was c h a n g e d ,  and t h a t  w a s n ' t  changed  

u n t i l  1947-49  
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I w e n t  home on a S u n d a y ,  and Monday morn ing  I was i n  t h e  

o p e r a t i n g  room f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  s e v e r a l  years .  
q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  rny s p e c i a l t y ,  I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of 1 9 4 7 ,  I 

go t  my s p e c i a l t y  b o a r d s .  I had t h e n  e v e r y t h i n g  I r e a l l y  

needed .  I c o u l d  g o  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a c a d e m i c ,  o r  p r i v a t e .  I 
wanted  t o  c lear  t h i s  so t h a t  you u n d e r s t o o d  why I was over 
a t  L e g i s l a t i v e  a n d  L i a i s o n  and what  w e  d i d .  e y  t h e  f i r s t  of 

J a n u a r y  1 9 4 6 ,  2 9 , 0 0 0  p h y s i c i a n s  had b e e n  s e n t  t o  
d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  c e n t e r s  t o  be s e n t  home. 

C :  I n  re t rospec t  w o u l d  you s a y  t h a t  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  went  p r e t t y  
s m o o t h l y ?  

M: Very  s m o o t h l y .  I t h i n k  t h e  o n l y  q u e s t i o n  you h a v e  t o  b r i n g  
u p  is ,  why d i d  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  i n  E u r o p e ,  as  o n e  of  h i s  

Eirst ac t s  a f t e r  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  i n  May, s a y  t h a t  w e  would n o t  

s t a n d  any  f o r m a t i o n s ?  The  troops d i d n ' t  h a v e  t o  s t a n d  
a n y t h i n g  b u t  a 2 a y  formation. You c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  f o r m a t i o n  

f o r  meals; you  c o u l d n ' t  n a v e  retreat  o r  r e v i e w .  P a t t o n  IGen 

G e o r g e  S.1  d i d n ' t  pay  any  a t t e n t i o n  to t h a t .  The  T h i r d  Army 

w e n t  r i g h t  a h e a d .  T h i s  d e m o r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a € i g h t i n g  f o r c e  

was u n b e l i e v a b l e  to  see. By Augus t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  e v e n  march 

i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e .  

C :  I remember r e a d i n g  t h a t  some of t h e  remote o u t p o s t s  t h a t  we 
had up i n  A l a s k a ,  e s p e c i a i l y  i n  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e ,  
d e m o b i l i z e d  so q u i c k l y  t h a t  a c o u p l e  of  weeks  l a t e r  when a 
spot te r  p l a n e  w e n t  up t o  c h e c k  o v e r  t h e  f i e l d  t h e r e  was 
s t i l l  l a u n d r y  i n  t h e  wash ing  m a c h i n e s .  They  had  t u r n e d  o f f  
t h e  a p p l i a n c e s ,  I t h i n k ,  b u t  t h e r e  were s t i l l  meals s i t t i n g  

o n  top oE t h e  s t o v e .  

1.1: They j u s t  l e f t .  
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C :  P i c k e d  up, c l i m b e d  o n  a p l a n e ,  and l e f t .  T h e y  l e f t  their 

u n i f o r m s  h a n g i n g  on t h e  c l o t h e s  l i n e .  T h a t  was i t .  T h a t ' s  

y o u r  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a .  

M: N o t  o n l y  E i s e n h o w e r  b u t  S t i m s o n  i n  t h e  War Depar tmen t  d i d  

not u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  need to  p r e p a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  of t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  f o r  why w e  s t i l l  needed a d i s c i p l i n e d  m i l i t a r y  even 
i f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  war  was o v e r ,  b u t  t h e  war  w a s n ' t  over.  We 
s t i l l  had some p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  t h e y  were so a f r a i d ,  or t h e y  

were so h i n d e r e d  f rom t e l l i n g  who t h e  p o t e n t i a l  enemy would 

b e  t h a t  w e  c o u l d n ' t  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  m i g h t  happen  t o  u s  w i t h  

R u s s i a .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  was,  l e t ' s  g e t  o u t ,  g e t  home, and 

l e t ' s  g e t  back to work and w i t h  mother and t h e  c h i l d r e n  

f o r g e t  a l l  a b o u t  o u r  r e s p o n s i b l e  approach  t o  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  

as well  a s  to  a r e s p o n s i b l e  approach  t o  f u t u r e  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  

O u r  response t o  m o b i l i z a t i o n  was e q u a l l y  e r r a t i c .  I t  w a s n ' t  

a phased  p rogram,  and w e  d i d n ' t  have  a phased  program w i t h  

o b j e c t i v e s .  The r e s u l t  was we s u d d e n l y  had a c o l l a p s e  of  

essent ia l  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e s .  D e m o b i l i z a t i o n  w e n t  a l l  r i g h t ,  
b u t  t h e  result  of  i t  was a c o l l a p s e  of  e s sen t i a l  u n i t s .  We 

were s t i l l  c a l l i n g  d r a f t e e s  i n ,  b u t  we were s e n d i n g  
e v e r y b o d y  else home. I t  t a k e s  time to  make a d r a f t e e  o r  a 
selectee i n t o  a t r a i n e d  i n d i v i d u a l  in a f i g h t i n g  u n i t .  I t  

was t h e  same t h i n g  w i t h  t h e  Navy. Only t h e y  d i d n ' t  b r i n g  

planes hone and s a l v a g e  them; t h e y  j u s t  pushed  them 
o v e r b o a r d .  The  f l a t t o p s  g o t  r i d  of them, and t h e n  t h e y  

d i d n ' t  h a v e  a repair  problem.  

We A m e r i c a n s  a r e  a p e c u l i a r  p e o p l e .  W e  w i l l  d r i v e  o u r  head 

t h r o u g h  a c o n c r e t e  w a l l  and t u r n  r i g h t  a round and pet  a 
r a b b i t  or a sql;irrel o r  a c h i c k e n  and be very c h i l d i s h  a b o u t  

it. I t  is p r o b a b l y  g o i n g  t3 t a k e  us a n o t h e r  c e n t u r y  t o  

m a t u r e .  
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T h i s  is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  m e d i a  when t h e y  h a v e n ' t  a n y t h i n g  to  
w r i t e  about. T h e  war is  o v e r ,  so l e t ' s  w r i t e  a b o u t  why w e  

s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  a n  army. L e t ' s  wr i t e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  

g e n e r a l s  a r e  bums. L e t ' s  g e t  r i d  of a l l  t h i s  h e r o  worship.  

L e t ' s  d o n ' t  s a l u t e .  The  E r i l i t a r y  Law C o m m i s s i o n ,  which was 

h e a d e d  by G e n e r a l  D o o l i t t l e  [James H.], p r o b a b l y  d i d  as much 
d i sserv ice  as a n y t h i n g  by r e w r i t i n g  m i l i t a r y  l a w  so t h a t  you 

c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  s t e r n ,  s t r i c t  courts-mart ia l  t h a t  you o n c e  

h a d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  General  Dooli t t le  meant  it. I d o n ' t  

t h i n k  a t  t h e  t i m e  h e  s a w  t h i s  as a collapse of d i s c i p l i n e ,  

w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  go t  so f a r  as t o  h a v e  so ld ie rs  p u l l  p i n s  
and  r o l l  g r e n a d e s  i n t o  an o f f i c e r s  c l u b  i n  b o t h  t h e  European 
and  t h e  P a c i f i c  t h e a t e r s .  They c o u l d n ' t  be p u n i s h e d  f o r  

d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t ;  i t  was a misdemeanor .  Under  t h e  

o l d  l a w  you c o u l d  have t a k e n  them o u t  and e x e c u t e d  them. I 

t h i n k  we lo s t  a g r e a t  d e a l  i n  t h e  c h a n g e  of m i l i t a r y  law i n  

t h e  e n t h u s i a s m  t o  become a c i v i l i a n  s o c i e t y  aga in .  I t h i n k  

G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  when h e  

o r d e r e d  no  f o r m a t i o n s .  I remember I h a d  a s o l d i e r  who had 

b e e n  i n  Europe j u s t  6 weeks  and had had  n o  combat ,  and h e  

was a s s i g n e d  to  our o u t f i t .  He got  d r u n k  and shot a German 

woman. I b r o u g h t  him up for a gene ra l  cour t -mar t ia l .  T h a t  

d i d n ' t  come u n d e r  USSBS [ U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing 

S u r v e y ] .  We c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  courts-mart ia l .  We had  to  t u r n  
a l l  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  over t o  SHAPE. They s e n t  him heme 

and  - r e l e a s e d  - him. I h a d  a n o t h e r  one  who got  a l i t t l e  b i t  

t i p s y ,  and h e  d e c i d e d  t o  d r i v e  down a s i d e w a l k  i n  D a r m s t a d t ,  

and h e  h i t  some s e v e n  d i f f e r e n t  people. Two o f  them were 
d i s p l a c e d  p e r s o n s ,  and t h e  o t h e r s  were German. H e  was 

t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s t o c k a d e  of t h e  A r m y  u n i t  t h e r e ,  and h e  

was s e n t  home. N o  c h a r g e s  were f i l e d .  He w a s  j u s t  s e n t  
home and g o t  ou t  of t h e  se rv ice .  T h o s e  were personal t h i n g s  

t h a t  I h a d ,  and I know t h a t  t h e r e  were many, many o t h e r s .  

T h i s  breakdown i n  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e - - i t  w a s n ' t  a 

1 5 7  



ME I L I N G  

breakdown;  i t  was a p l a n n e d  r e d u c t i o n - - i s  one of t h e  s a d ,  

s a d  t a l e s  of  American m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s .  We a r e n ' t  a l l  

heroes ,  and w e  a r e n ' t  a l l  good C h r i s t i a n s ,  and w e  a r e n ' t  a l l  

good boys .  We m i s b e h a v e ,  b u t  when you misbehave  i n  t h e  

g u i s e  of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  it s h o u l d  be  p u n i s h e d  b e c a u s e  

you a r e  t h e r e  u n d e r  a v e r y  p e c u l i a r  mora l  s i t u a t i o n .  As 

l o n g  a s  t h e  war  is g o i n g  o n ,  i t ' s  l s g a l  t o  s h o o t  and k i l l .  

O n c e  t h e  war is o v e r ,  i t  b e c o n e s  murder .  

C :  The m i s t r e a t m e n t  of  c i v i l i a n s  e v e n  i n  w a r t i m e  is n o t  

condoned .  

M :  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  T h a t  is one o f  t h e  weak s p o t s ,  as I see i t ,  

a f t e r  World War 11, t h i s  loss of  m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e .  I 

admi red  P a t t o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  T h i r d  Army d i d n ' t  f o l l o w  t h e  

d i r e c t i v e s  f rom E i s e n h o w e r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  They were s t i l l  
p o l i s h i n g  t h e i r  l e a t h e r  and p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  u n i f o r m s  and 

m e e t i n g  f o r m a t i o n s  and marching  and h a v i n g  r e t r e a t  and 

r e v e i l l e  and p l a y i n g  t h e  " S t a r - S p a n g l e d  B a n n e r . "  I t  was a 
m i l i t a r y  o u t f i t .  When t h e y  r e l i e v e d  P a t t o n  o f  h i s  command 

and sen t  h i m  to t h i s  p a p e r - c l i p  o r g a n i z a t i o n  u p  i n  Bad 

Nauheim, I t h i n k  they  b r o k e  h i s  s p i r i t  a s  much a s  t h e  

a c c i d e n t  which b r o k e  h i s  neck c o n t r i b u t e d  to h i s  d e m i s e .  H e  

w a s n ' t  c a p a b l e  of  r e a d j u s t i n g  to  an u n d i s c i p l i n e d  m i l i t a r y  

l i f e .  He c o u l d  r e a d j u s t  t o  a m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e d  l i f e  i n  
p e a c e t i m e  b u t  not t o  a n  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  m i l i t a r y  l i f e .  

T h i s  was t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  when General G r o w  took  over. As I 

s a y  I went  home. General G r o w  and h i s  s t a f f ,  General 
A r m s t r o n g ,  G e n e r a l  O g l e ,  G e n e r a l  Benson [Ma] Gen O t i s  O . ,  

Jr. 1 ,  General T w i t c h e l l  [Ma] Gen H a r o l d  H .  I ,  Colonel Love 
[ B r i g  Gen A l b e r t  G .  1 ,  G e n e r a l  Cook [ B r i g  Gen W i l l i a m  F. 1 
and Col Hayden W .  W i t h e r s  were a l l  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n  
p l a n n i n g  and w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  A i r  S t a f f  a s  t h e  p l a n s  Went 
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a h e a d  for  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  A c t  o f  1 9 4 7 .  I c o n t i n u e d  my 
s t a t u s  a s  a R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r .  I s u c c e e d e d  i n  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  

American M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n - - a n d  i t  w a s n ' t  h a r d  t o  d o - - t h a t  

t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a committee on n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  W i t h  

50 ,000  d o c t o r s  i n  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
t h e  w a r ,  it w a s  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  many o f  them d i d n ' t  do 

a n y t h i n g .  They s a t .  T h i s  c a u s e d  g r e a t  r e s e n t m e n t  when t h e y  

c a n e  home. When K i r k  s a i d  t h e y  were l i k e  f i r e m e n ,  t h e y ,  

a l m o s t  as a u n i t ,  became a n t i m i l i t a r y ,  They had had good 

f r i e n d s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ;  some of  them had good e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

b u t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  want  t h i s  t o  e v e r  happen  a g a i n .  The way to  
p r e v e n t  it from h a p p e n i n g  is  to  h a v e  a c o u n c i l  on n a t i o n a l  

s e c u r i t y  t h a t  is g o i n g  t o  p a s s  o n  wha t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c a n  do 

w i t h  m e d i c a l  p e o p l e  and  wha t  t h e  c i v i l i a n s  w i l l  have  a s  

t h e i r  f a i r  s h a r e .  For b e t t e r  o r  f o r  worse, I w a s  s e l e c t e d  a 
member of t h e  committee and made t h e i r  s e c r e t a r y .  W e  had 

h e a r i n g s  a t  which w e  had p e o p l e  l i k e  G e n e r a l  K i r k ,  G e n e r a l  

G r a n t ,  General Grow, A d m i r a l  Swanson, and o t h e r s  a p p e a r .  We 

w a n t e d  t o  know w h a t  t h e i r  p rogram was g o i n g  t G  be f o r  t h e  

Reserves. W e  s u d d e n l y  became aware how s i n c e r e  Genera l  K i r k  

was  i n  p u s h i n g  f o r  a s i n g l e  m e d i c a l  service.  A t  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n  was t a l k i n g  about n a t i o n a l  

h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e .  So t h e  overwhelming  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n  saw t h e  p r o b l e m  p r e s e n t e d  by K i r k  of a s i n g l e  

m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  as part  of t h e  Government  t a k e o v e r  of a l l  
d o c t o r s  and m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  and n a t i o n a l  h e a l t h  i n -  = u r a n c e .  

I t  w a s n ' t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  t h e  doctors s t i r r e d  up. Formal  
r e s o l u t i o n s  on Governmen t  m e d i c a l  se rv ices  were b r o u g h t  t o  
t h e  house  of d e l e g a t e s .  The e x e c u t i v e  c o u n c i l  app roved  
them and t h e n  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  AMA [Amer ican  M e d i c a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ]  t o  s e n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  to a p p e a r  b e f o r e  any 
and all c o m m i t t e e s  of C o n g r e s s  t h a t  were d i s c u s s i n g  h e a l t h  

m a t t e r s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  were c i v i l i a n  or mi i i ta ry .  
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O n  t h a t  c o u n c i l  w e  had some people t h a t  had  h e l d  r e l a t i v e l y  

h i g h  r a n k .  Rear Adm W i n c h e l l  C r a i g  [ W i n c h e l l  Mc.1 was 
professor  and head  o f  n e u r o s u r g e r y  a t  t h e  Mayo C l i n i c .  H e  

h a d  been  on t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  s t a f f  o f  the Navy. D r .  

James S a r g e n t ,  a v e r y  famous u r o l o g i s t ,  had b e e n  a cap ta in  

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Navy. D r .  Howard D i e h l  had been  t h e  

APIA c o n s u l t a n t  i n  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Army 

i n  c h a r g e  of pe r sonne l  and  p r o c u r e m e n t  of d o c t o r s  by 

s e l e c t i v e  s e r v i c e .  D r .  D i e h l  w a s  d e a n  a t  M i n n e s o t a  and had 

b e e n  on t h e  P e r s o n n e l  A d v i s o r y  Board o f  t h e  Manpower 

Committee fo r  a l l o c a t i o n  of personnel  to  i n d u s t r y  and to 

a g r i c u l t u r e  and  t o  a c a d e m i c s  and to  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  Then 

t h e r e  was C o l  P e r o n  Long,  who was p r o f e s s o r  of p r e v e n t i v e  

m e d i c i n e  a t  H o p k i n s ,  and h e  had been  a s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  

f i r s t  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a  o n  t ropical  m e d i c i n e  and t h e n  i n  

E u r o p e .  H e  s e r v e d  as  t h e  s e n i o r  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o n  t h e  

s a n i t a t i o n  and  care o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war, b o t h  i n  I t a l y  and 

Germany. D r .  James P a u l l i n ,  who I s a i d  had been p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  Amer ican  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  and  a p e r s o n a l  p h y s i c i a n  

t o  F r a n k l i n  D. R o o s e v e l t .  A l l  these people--we m e t  almost 
once a month d u r i n g  1 9 4 6 ,  1 9 4 7 ,  and 1948--when p o o l e d ,  had a 

t r e m e n d o u s  background  of  wha t  happened  i n  t h e  two s e r v i c e s .  

They  a l l  had p o s i t i v e  i d e a s  of how it  s h o u l d  h a v e  been  run .  

I t h i n k  t h i s  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p h y s i c i a n s .  They can g i v e  
you a p o s i t i v e  answer o n  anybody e lse 's  p rob lems .  Sometimes 

t h e y  have  a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  on  t h e i r  own. We are  b o r n  

i n d e p e n d e n t ,  and w e  l i v e  i n d e p e n d e n t .  We h a v e  t o  make 

d e c i s i o n s .  I u s e d  t o  h e a r  t h i s  c o m p l a i n t  f rom Genera l  
A r n o l d  and  h i s  s t a f f  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a f l i g h t  surgeon who 

d i d n ' t  t h i n k  he  c o u l d  r u n  a b e t t e r  combat u n i t  t h a n  anybody 

e l s e  i n  t h e  A i r  Force. They o f t e n  t a l k e d  a b o u t  w e a t h e r ,  and 
t h a t  i r r i t a t e d  l i n e  o f f i c e r s .  ( l a u g h t e r )  R u t  i t  n e v e r  

s t o p p e d  them f rom t a l k i n g .  
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I remember G e n e r a l  G l e n n  [ B r i g  Gen C h a r l e s  R . 1 ,  who was a 

m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r .  Y e  would  j u s t  go march ing  i n t o  t h e  ChieE 
of Weather's O f f i c e  and t e l l  h i m  wha t  h e  t h o u g h t  was wrong 

w i t h  t h e  w e a t h e r  r e p o r t s .  O r  h e  would go i n t o  P e r s o n n e l ,  or 
h e  would go i n t o  War P l a n s .  F i n a l l y  Genera l  G r a n t  had t o  

say ,  "Now l o o k ,  ' C h a r l i e , '  e i t h e r  you are g o i n g  to s h u t  up ,  
or you a r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  o u t  of Wash ing ton .  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  
h u r t  you, b u t  I c a n ' t  have  a l l  t h e s e  complaints  coming i n  

a b o u t  how you a t e  d i s r u p t i n g  o t h e r  peop le ' s  s t a f f s . "  We 
w e r e n ' t  a bunch o f  ange l s  by any  means.  

G e t t i n g  back  t o  t h e  AMA a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  Army, t h e  Navy,  and 

t h e  A i r  F o r c e  were p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  t o  p l a y  b a l l  w i t h  t h i s  

committee i n  mote ways t h a n  o n e  as  l o n g  as we were 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r o j e c t i n g  w h a t  t h e y  wanted. About  t h i s  time 
t h e  S u r g e o n  Genera l  o f  t h e  Army d e v e l o p e d  a p r i v a t e  soc ie ty  
c a l l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n s u l t a n t s  o f  t h e  S u r g e o n  Genera l  of 

t h e  Amy.  Anyone who h a d  b e e n  a c o n s u l t a n t  was e l i g i b l e  f o r  

membership.  D o n ' t  a s k  m e  why, b u t  somebody p r o p o s e d  me, and 
I was e l e c t e d  t o  membersh ip  i n  t h a t  group, too. Genera l  
K i r k  was t r y i n g  t o  sell t h i s  group on t h e  i d e a  t h a t  w e  o n l y  

n e e d e d  one m e d i c a l  service because a p a . t i e n t  is a p a t i e n t  
a n d  h e  h a s  t h e  same k i n d  of a p p e n d i c i t i s  i n  t h e  Navy or t h e  
A r m y  or t h e  A i r  Force and you d o n ' t  need  a l l  t h e s e  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e s .  On ly  l i e u t e n a n t s  and c a p t a i n s  s h o u l d  be a s s i g n e d  

t o  combat  roles. All senior  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o u g h t  t o  be 

a s s i g n e d  n h o s p i t a l s .  T h e r e  was publ ic  s u p p o r t  for t h i s .  

I t  was a 1  e g e d l y  g o i n g  t o  s a v e  a l o t  of money i f  t h e r e  would 

b e  b u t  one m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  They would o n l y  be t a k i n g  c a r e  

of p a t i e n t s .  Among t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p l a n n e r s  of t h e  medical 
p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  was t h i s  g r e a t  f e a r  of a s t rong  gove rnmen t  
m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  t h a t  would dominate e v e r y t h i n g  i n  the USA 

h e a l t h  p rograms .  
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(End T a p e  9 ,  S i d e  2 )  

M: The  r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  American M e d i c a l  Assoc ia t ion ,  t h e  

Amer ican  College o f  P h y s i c i a n s ,  t h e  Amer ican  College of  

S u r g e o n s ,  and t h e  Amer ican  Col lege of Obs te t r i c s  and 

Gyneco logy  found  i t  v e r y  e a s y  to  take a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

C o u n c i l  on N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  AMP. as s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  

c o n c e p t  t h a t  a l l  t h i n g s  b e i n g  e q u a l  each  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s ,  a s  

l o n g  a s  t h e y  were s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e s ,  s h o u l d  h a v e  i t s  own 

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  O n  t h e  o the r  hand t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  a u n i f i e d  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  c a t a l o c j  and a u n i f i e d  

m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  support  s y s t e m ,  d e p o t  s y s t e m ;  t h e y  s u p p o r t e d  

a n a t i o n a l  m e d i c a l  l i b r a r y  r a t h e r  t h a n  e a c h  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  

h a v i n g  a l i b r a r y .  The  concept of s a n i t a t i o n  and so f o r t h  

was  to b e  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  each  o f  t h e  commands. The  

r e s u l t  was t h a t  e a c h  of t h e  c i v i l i a n  groups recommended t h a t  

w e  make t h i s  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  r e s p o n s i v e  to  i n d i v i d u a l  

commands as long as t h e  commands were i n d e p e n d e n t .  I n  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  i f  you a b o l i s h e d  t h e  A r m y ,  Navy, A i r  F o r c e ,  and 

Marines and had  j u s t  o n e  t h i n g ,  a s o - c a l l e d  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  

f o r c e  w i t h  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  a s s ignmen t s ,  t h e n  you c o u l d  h a v e  

a n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  So when you r e a d  these 
r e s o l u t i o n s ,  k e e p  t h i s  i n  mind as to wha t  was g o i n g  on .  The  

c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n  on one hand d i d  n o t  want  a 

n a t i o n a l  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  They d i d n ' t  want  a na t iona l  
h e a l t h  s e r v i c e ,  c o m p u l s o r y  o r  v o l u n t a r y .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand 

t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Army wanted  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  s i z e  
o f  h i s  h o s p i t a l  program. T h e  Navy wan ted  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  and 

t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i ce r s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  A i r  Force, as wel l  as 
t h e  s e n i o r  l i n e  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  A i r  Force, wanted a medical 
s e r v i c e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e i r  command. 

From t h i s  G e n e r a l  G r o w ,  who w a s  t h e n  t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n ,  had 

h i s  p l a n n i n g  g r o u p ,  t h a t  I h a v e  men t ioned  b e f o r e ,  a t  a l l  
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l e v e l s .  T h e i r  work was phenomenal .  G e n e r a l  G r o w  s a i d  t h a t  

t h e y  would n o t  t a k e  a n y  s ta tement  to  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  I had n o t  
s e e n ;  I was t h e  o n e  who would  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  
m e d i c i n e  w h a t  t h e  A i r  Force wan ted  and w h a t  t h e y  were d o i n g .  

T h e r e  were h e a r i n g s  b e f o r e  v a r i o u s  committees of C o n g r e s s ,  

a n d  v a r i o u s  people wrote p u b l i c  a r t i c l e s ,  and t h e  media  

f o u n d  i t  a happy d a y  t o  see t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  o p i n i o n .  

One morn ing  I was s i t t i n g  i n  my o f f i c e  i n  Columbus, Ohio ,  

a n d  I g o t  a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  f rom f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  Hoover  

[ H e r b e r t  C . 1  s a y i n g  t h a t  w h i l e  h e  had n e v e r  met m e  he  was 
s u r e  t h a t  h e  had  r e a d  q u i t e  a l i t t l e  b i t  a b o u t  m e  and b o t h  

tie and  P r e s i d e n t  Truman would  l i k e  to  t a l k  t o  m e  t h e  n e x t  

d a y  c o n c e r n i n g  my j o i n i n g  t h e  Hoover  Commission i n  t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I a g r e e d  to come t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  and I met b o t h  

P r e s i d e n t  Hoover and P r e s i d e n t  Truman. Mr. E b e r s t a d t  was 
t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  Hoover Commission C o m m i t t e e  on N a t i o n a l  
S e c u r i t y  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  wh ich  Truman had  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a d v i s e  
h im on the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o€ t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  of 
g o v e r n m e n t .  Mr. E b e r s t a d t ,  Mr. Hoover, n o r  P r e s i d e n t  Truman 

were s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  a m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r y  

g r o u p  t h a t  was s t u d y i n g  Government  m e d i c i n e .  T h a t  group was 
h e a d e d  by Mr. V o o r h e e s ,  who had b e e n  on a c t i v e  d u t y  w i t h  t h e  

Army to  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  t h e i r  m e d i c a l  supply and c o n t r a c t  
p r o b l e m s  back  i n  World War 11. Associated w i t h  him were 
some v e r y  wel l -known m e d i c a l  f i qu res - -Dr .  D e  Bakey 

[ M i c h a e l  E .  I ,  a h e a r t  surgeon down i n  T e x a s ;  and  D r .  

C h u r c h i l l ,  p r o f e s s o r  of surgery  a t  H a r v a r d ,  t o  name two of 

t h e  people. They were more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  cen t ra l  
h o s p i t a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  was d e v e l o p i n g  a long  t h e  l i n e s  of  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  As I s a i d ,  G e n e r a l  B r a d l e y  was 
h e a d i n g  t h e  v e t e r a n s ;  G e n e r a l  Hawley was on t h i s  group. 
A t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  t h i s  V o o r h e e s  committee, 
S e c r e t a r y  of Defense F o r r e s t a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  a d v i s o r y  T o u p  
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t o  h i m  composed of Major G e n e r a l  Hawley, the S u r g e o n s  
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Army and  t h e  Navy, and t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n .  They 

were t o  a d v i s e  him o n  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  m i l i t a r y  

m e d i c a l  services .  Mr. E b e r s t a d t  had h e a r d  Voorhees, and he  

h a d  h e a r d  Hawley. F o r  r e a s o n s  which I n e v e r  f o u n d  out ,  h e  
d e c i d e d  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  e i t h e r  o n e  of  

t h o s e  committees, and  h e  wanted  a n  a d v i s o r  t o  him, He named 

D r .  Howard Rusk and myse l f  as h i s  m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r s  on 
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  D r .  R u s k ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  had a 
commitment to  spend  t h e  n e x t  4 months  i n  Europe. I t ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  d e v o l v e d  o n  m e  t o  go t o  Wash ing ton  on Sunday 

n i g h t  and spend  a l l  d a y  Monday w i t h  M r .  E b e r s t a d t .  Then 

Monday even ing  w e  would h a v e  a d i n n e r ,  wh ich  M r .  E b e r s t a d t  

h o s t e d ,  a t  t h e  C a r l t o n  Hotel .  F r e q u e n t l y  M r .  "Ba rney"  

B a r u c h  [ B e r n a r d  M.1 was t h e r e .  General M a r s h a l l  came. 
S e c r e t a r y  of  S t a t e  Acheson  [Dean G.]  would  be  t h e r e ;  Mrs. 

Hobby [Oveta  C .  1 ,  who was l a t e r  to be t h e  h e a d  o f  H E W ;  

N e l s o n  A.  R o c k e f e l l e r ;  and  Hanson W. Ba ldwin ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

c o r r e s p o n d e n t  of t h e  N e w  York T i m e s ,  were f r e q u e n t  g u e s t s .  
I t  was a v e r y  s t y l i z e d  Monday n i g h t  d i n n e r  a t  wh ich  I 

r e c e i v e d  a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  

a s  w e l l  as economics b e c a u s e  E b e r s t a d t  was a v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  b a n k e r .  H e  would f r e q u e n t l y  h a v e  For res ta l  
a n d  L o v e t t  t h e r e ,  and  you c o u l d  s o o n  see t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  
o n l y  c lose personal  f r i e n d s  b u t  t h e y  were v e r y  close 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  assoc ia tes .  

One of t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g s  a b o u t  t h i s  was t h a t  w e  would 

be a l l o w e d  t w o  c o c k t a i l s  and  t h e n  w e  would g o  i n t o  d i n n e r .  

D u r i n g  d i n n e r ,  t he re  would be  no w i n e  or l i q u o r  s e r v e d .  

A f t e r  t h e  p l a t e s  h a d  b e e n  removed,  Mr. E b e r s t a d t  would s t a r t  
o u t  w i t h  a q u e s t i o n ,  and i t  was t o s s e d  a r o u n d  t h e  room. My 

s p e c i a l  d u t y  was tc w a t c h  Mr. Baruch .  I f  M r .  Baruch  t u r n e d  

o f f  h i s  h e a r i n g  a i d ,  I w a s  to  k i c k  M r .  E b e r s t a d t  u n d e r  t h e  
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t a b l e ,  an6  h e  wou ld  t h e n  a d d r e s s  a q u e s t i o n  d i r e c t l y  t o  
a a r u c h  t o  g e t  h im back  i n t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s .  T h e s e  were n o t  
only i n t e r e s t i n g  people b u t  t h e y  were p o w e r f u l  people i n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s .  The o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a young 

p h y s i c i a n  to s i t  t h e r e  week a f t e r  week and  l i s t e n  and be 

a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  by them was n o t  o n l y  t h r i l l i n g  b u t  i t  was 
v e r y  e d u c a t i o n a l .  

F i n a l l y  M r .  E b e r s t a d t  a s k e d  m e  t o  set  up h e a r i n g s  f o r  h i s  

g r o u p  to  l i s t e n  t o  c i v i l i a n  and m i l i t a r y  leaders expound 

w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  t h e  medica l  s e r v i c e s  o€ t h e  n a t i o n a l  

d e f e n s e  forces s h o u l d  be. T h e s e  were c o n d u c t e d  i n  some 
l e n g t h .  Then  we prepared memoranda. A t  a b o u t  t h e  same 
t ime,  November 1948 ,  Mr. F o r r e s t a l  became d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  

t h e  Hawley g r o u p ,  and  h e  a p p o i n t e d  M r .  C h a r l e s  Cooper, t h e n  

e x e c u t i v e  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  AT&T [Amer ican  T e l e p h o n e  and 

T e l e g r a p h  C o a p a n y ] ,  to be h i s  Deputy  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  i n  

C h a r g e  of  M e d i c a l  a n d  H e a l t h  A f f a i r s .  H e  i n  t u r n  had a n  

a d v i s o r y  committee composed o f  c i v i l i a n s  t o  a d v i s e  Fo r re s t a l  
o n  w h a t  t h e  medical s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  be. I was a p p o i n t e d  by 

F o r r e s t a l  t o  t h i s  committee. So h e r e  I was on  t h e  c i v i l i a n  

committee, t h e  ANA; t h e  committee of t h e  Hoover  Commission;  

a n d  F o r r e s t a l ' s  committee a l l  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  same problem.  

I t  s o o n  became my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  wr i t e  t h e  memos and 
a r r a n g e  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  and d e v e l o p  s t a f f  s t u d i e s  f rom which  

we c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  c e r t a i n  pos i t i on  l i n e s  and  t h e n  move i n t o  

a p h a s e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  program.  One d i d n ' t  t r y  to  
s o l v e  t h e  who le  p r o b l e m  a t  o n c e .  One t r ied to d e v e l o p  a 
p h a s e  l i n e  and  t h e n  a n o t h e r  p h a s e  l i n e  and t h e n  c o n s o l i d a t e  

a n d  move f o r w a r d  t o  a n o t h e r  p h a s e  l i n e .  T h i s  was new t o  
c i v i l i a n s ,  b o t h  medica l  and  n o n m e d i c a l ,  b u t  i t  seemed a 

l o g i c a l  approach. O f  c o u r s e ,  s u c c e s s  is w h a t  s p e l l s  i t s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  
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A t  t h e  same t ime I was a d v i s o r ,  as a R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r ,  t o  

G e n e r a l  G r o w .  He became somewhat imbued w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

I w a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  b r i d g e  i n  a l l  of t h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n  and t h a t  

t h e  A i r  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  s h o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  t h a t  would c o n f u s e  

t h e  issue w i t h o u t  my knowing it. 

C :  S i r ,  you were t h e  o n l y  o n e  i n  t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  weren ' t  you?  

Y o u  were t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t  was on a l l  these committees? 

M: I w a s  t h e  o n l y  one. I t  was n o t  d i f f i c u l t  to  p r e p a r e  a 

r e s o l u t i o n  or  a memo f o r  E b e r s t a d t  which  became known t h e n  

a s  t h e  E b e r s t a d t  C o m m i t t e e  Report. T h i s  document  showed 

t h a t  we needed  t h r e e  m e d i c a l  se rv ices  a n d ,  a t  t h e  Department 
o f  D e f e n s e  l e v e l ,  we s h o u l d  h a v e  a c o o r d i n a t i n g  o f f i c e .  

Eve rybody  wanted  t o  be  a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  l e v e l .  

T h e r e  was no  opposi t ion to  t h i s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  B u t  t h e y  

a l l  had d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  o f  wha t  t h e y  were g o i n g  t o  d o  w h e n  

t h e y  got up t h e r e .  

A t  t h e  end  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  2 5  F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 9 ,  General 
E i s e n h o w e r ,  who was a c t i n g  as Chai rman of t h e  J o i n t  
C h i e f s - - h e  was a t  t h i s  t i m e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  

a n d ,  of course, v e r y  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  M r .  Cooper, who 
w a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  C o l l e g e  of P h y s i c i a n s  and  S u r g e o n s  

Hospi ta l  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Columbia--appeared b e f o r e  t h e  
Cooper committee t o  t e s t i f y  on why he  t h o u g h t  w e  o u g h t  to  

h a v e  a s i n g l e  i n d e p e n d e n t  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  to  s e r v e  a l l  t h r e e  

b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I n  t h e  meant ime,  you w i l l  r e ca l l  
i n  1 9 4 7 ,  t h e  A i r  Force was e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t ' s  v e r y  u n u s u a l  
t o  t h i n k  back  t h e n ,  b u t  a t  11 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morn ing ,  t h e r e  

was  no  Department  o f  D e f e n s e ,  n o  Secretary,  no s t a f f .  

Because of  t h e  t h r e a t  of i n v a s i o n  o f  Germany t h r o u g h  Po land  

b y  R u s s i a - - G e n e r a l  Vandenberg  as  head  of  t h e  C I A  [ C e n t r a l  
I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency]  r e p o r t e d  t h i s  to P r e s i d e n t  Truman-- 
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P r e s i d e n t  Truman,  who was a t  s ea  o n  t h e  Missouri coming back  

from S o u t h  America, o r d e r e d  F o r r e s t a l ,  who had been  
c o n f i r m e d  as t h e  new Secretary of D e f e n s e ,  to  take o f f i c e .  

They  had wanted t o  w a i t  u n t i l  11 November t o  h a v e  i t  on 

V e t e r a n s  Day. I n s t e a d ,  a t  t h e  end o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  F o r r e s t a l  

t o o k  o f f i c e .  A t  11:OO you had n o t h i n g :  a t  11:OZ you had a 

S e c r e t a r y :  a t  11:05  you had t h r o e  A s s i s t a n t  
Secretaries--McNeil [W. J.1 i n  F i n a n c e ;  Leva [Marx] i n  Law;  

and  Ohly [ J o h n  H . 1 ,  E x e c u t i v e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  By 1 1 : 2 0  t h e y  

a c t u a l l y  had a f i l e  c a b i n e t  and a d u p l i c a t i n g  mach ine  moved 
i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ;  i t  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  Department of D e f e n s e .  

One was d e a l i n g  w i t h  a new o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  c o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  

i t s  own p r e c e d e n c e  and t r a d i t i o n s .  I n  November 1948  

F o r r e s t a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Cooper  C o m m i t t e e ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "I 

w a n t  e a c h  o f  you t o  b r i n g  t o  me i d e a s  a b o u t  how t h e  
Department of D e f e n s e  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p .  Would you prepare a 
s h o r t  m e m o ? "  I t a l k e d  w i t h  b o t h  Leva  and O h l y ,  and t h e y  

s a i d ,  "Well, why d o n ' t  you j u s t  prepare a s t a f f  memo? He is 
a c c u s t o m e d  to r e c e i v i n g  t h o s e  f rom t h e  m i l i t a r y  forces ,  and 

i t  w i l l  be  a g r e a t  d e a l  easier  f o r  him to  g0 t h r o u g h  i t  t h a n  
i f  you wr i te  a l e t t e r . "  So t h a t ' s  how I wrote  t h e  s t a f f  

m e m o  p r o p o s i n g  a separate  medical s e r v i c e  for t h e  A i r  Force, 
complete w i t h  h o s p i t a l s  and a l l  o u r  f i e l d  f o r c e s .  T h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense  was t o  i s s u e  a d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  a i r  
e v a c u a t i o n  wou ld  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  mGde of moving pat ien ts .  We 
d i d n ' t  e l i m i n a t e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h o s p i t a l  s h i p s  and h o s p i t a l  

t r a i n s  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r ,  between t h e a t e r s ,  or  be tween  t h e a t e r s  

and home,  b u t  we d i d  s a y  t h e  p r i m a r y  mode would be  a i r  
e v a c u a t i o n .  T h i s  would  be a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  A i r  Force. 

C: I f  I am n o t  m i s t a k e n ,  s i r ,  t h e  Army a lso had some h o s p i t a l  
s h i p s .  I t  was l a r g e i y  a n  Army b a i l i w i c k  t h a t  you were 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  r e d u c i n g .  
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M :  T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t .  

C :  I i m a g i n e  t h e  Army had s o m e t h i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h a t .  

M :  Many times, many times. ( l a u g h t e r )  Now t h e  q u e s t i o n  was, 

w o u l d  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  a c c e p t  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h o u t  

a s k i n g  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p l a n e s ?  The answer  was no. They had 

a g r e e d  on  a d i v i s i o n  of f o r c e s  t h a t  g a v e  them so many 

p l a n e s :  w h e n  t h e y  g o t  those p l a n e s ,  a i r  e v a c u a t i o n  was not 
p a r t  of t h e i r  d u t y  a s s i g n m e n t .  They wanted to  know t h e  

t o n n a g e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a i r  e v a c u a t i o n  and how f r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  

would do t h a t ,  and t h e n  t h e y  would t e l l  you how many new 
c a r g o  p l a n e s  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  d o  i t .  W e  had many go-arounds  

be tween  G e n e r a l  Vandenberg ,  G e n e r a l  N o r s t a d  [ L a u r i s l  , 
G e n e r a l  Swof fo rd  [ L t  Gen Ra lph  P . ,  Jr.1, and myse l f  a b o u t  
w h a t  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  fo r  p l a n e s  would mean. The Navy would 

w a n t  an e q u a l  s u p p l y  of p l a n e s .  I s a i d ,  "NO,  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

of D e f e n s e  s h o u l d  g i v e  t h e s e  p l a n e s  to t h e  A i r  Force." B u t  

t h e n  t h e  f l ee t  a i r  arm came i n  and s a i d ,  " I f  i t  is all g o i n g  

t o  b e  a i r  e v a c u a t i o n ,  w e  need p l a n e s  f o r  t h e  f l e e t  a i r  arm 

t o  move p a t i e n t s . "  You can  see how i n  t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e ,  you g e t  i n t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of  

p o l i t i c a l  a l l o c a t i o n  of t o n n a g e ,  p o l i t i c a l  a l l o c a t i o n  of 

w i n g s ,  models  of planes,  and a d a p t a b i l i t y  to  t h e  o t h e r  

s e r v i c e s .  

Came t h i s  m e e t i n g  t h a t  E i s e n h o w e r  had w i t h  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  

t h e  l a s t  of February- -and  i t  m i g h t  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  J o i n t  
C h i e f s  had n o t  a g r e e d  to  a n y t h i n g  o v e r  a period of 6 or 7 
months  a t  any m e e t i n g  t h a t  E i senhower  presided o v e r .  H e  was 

v e r y  des i rous  of  h a v i n g  someth ing  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  a g r e e  on. 

C :  He l i k e d  unanimous d e c i s i o n s ,  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  i t ?  
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M: Yes. H e  w a n t e d  a unanimous c o n s e n s u s .  I t  was c u s t o m a r y  t o  

h a v e  t h e  agenda  f rom t h e  C h a i r m a n ' s  o f f i c e  a week i n  advance  

s o  t h a t  each of t h e  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  were p r o p e r l y  b r i e E e d  a s  
t o  what  was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  agenda  program.  When t h e y  met 
t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e y  d i d n ' t  a g r e e  on t h e  agenda  p r y r a m s ,  

and  h e  f i n a l l y  s a i d ,  "Well, g e n t l e m e n ,  t h e r e  is o n e  t h i n g  I 

know you w i l l  a l l  a g r e e  w i t h ,  and t h a t  is t h e  need to have  

i n t e g r a t e d  m e d i c a l  se rv ices ."  Nobody o b j e c t e d .  I t  w a s n ' t  

r e a l  c l e a r  t h a t  h e  knew what  h e  was p r o p o s i n g .  A t  any r a t e ,  

t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  2 5  F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 9 ,  h e  s e n t  a h a n d w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  over t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  D e f e n s e .  J a c k  Ohly  ca l l ed  

m e  a t  home i n  Columbus and s a i d ,  " W e  h a v e  a p i e c e  of p a p e r  

t h a t  you s h o u l d  see. Can you f l y  down t h i s  weekend and t a k e  

a l o o k  a t  i t?" I d i d ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "HOW do you t h i n k  M r .  
Forrestal  s h o u l d  h a n d l e  t h i s ? "  I s a i d ,  " J a c k ,  t h e  o n l y  

t h i n g  to  d o  is  g i v e  i t  t o  t h e  Cooper Committee and l e t  them 

see what  t h e y  come up  w i t h . "  I was a member of t h e  Cooper  

Committee, and as I r e c a l l  it was 5 March t h a t  w e  had our 
f i r s t  h e a r i n g .  S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l  was t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s ,  
and  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  was t h e  s e c o n d  w i t n e s s .  T h e n  w e  
h e a r d  t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n  and each  o f  t h e  two S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l .  

Then we h e a r d  M r .  Voorhees, and t h e n  we h e a r d  G e n e r a l  

Hawley. By t h e  2 0 t h  Mr. Cooper  s a i d ,  " I  t h i n k  we h a v e  come 
t o  a c o n c l u s i o n .  Who is g o i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  p a p e r ? "  J a c k  

O h l y ,  who was s i t t i n g  i n  o n  t h e  meet ings ,  as w e l l  a s  M r .  
L e v a ,  s a i d ,  " I f  Dick  c a n  spend a d a y  here ,  w e  c a n  g e t  an 

o f f i c i a l  p a p e r  o u t  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y . "  So I spent t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  and w e  w r o t e  t h e  memo f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  i n  
wh ich  w e  answered  t h e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  G e n e r a l  E i senhower  

s u b m i t t e d  t o  F o r r e s t a l .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  t h e  p a p e r  w e  had 

p r e p a r e d  f o r  M r .  E b e r s t a d t  was c o m p l e t e d  and a p p r o v e d ,  and 

i t  a r r i v e d  on t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e ' s  d e s k  w i t h i n  h o u r s  

o f  t h e  time t h a t  t h e  Cooper  Committee r e p o r t  a r r i v e d .  T h i s  

made i t  v e r y  e a s y  for A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  Ohly who was i n  
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c h a r g e  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and it made i t  e a s y  f o r  Marx Leva 

t o  d o  t h e  l e g a l  background  of w h a t  t h i s  would  e n t a i l .  Both 
memos p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  each  have a 

m e d i c a l  service. I t  s h o u l d  b e  headed  by a S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  

who was a m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r .  F u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  Department o f  

Defense  s h o u l d  h a v e  a m e d i c a l  d i r e c t o r  who was on t h e  s t a f f  

o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  and h e  s h o u l d  be  a c i v i l i a n .  
T h e  deve lopmen t  o f  t h a t  o f f i c e  was l e f t  t h e n  to t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  and h i s  s t a f f .  He would d e c i d e  how 

many p e o p l e  h e  would h a v e  and wha t  t h e y  would d o ,  b u t  

p r i m a r i l y  t h e  new o f f i ce  would be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  policies 
and  p rograms .  The  Navy t o o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h e  would b e  a 

s u p e r  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  imposed on t h e  t h r e e  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l ,  
t h a t  h e  would b e  s o r t  o f  a C h i e f  S u r g e o n  Genera l ,  and h e  

would c o n t r o l  a l l  t h e  h o s p i t a l s .  They p r o p o s e d  a t a b l e  of  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h  95 o f f i c e r s  t o  be a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  s t a f f  t o  
r u n  a l l  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s .  The  A i r  F o r c e  p o s i t i o n  was 
t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  see to  t h e  e q u a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e s ,  

e q u i p m e n t ,  and f a c i l i t i e s  and he s h o u l d  e n s u r e  equal  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  and p u r c h a s e  of equ ipmen t  and a common c a t a l o g .  

T h e  Army came u p  w i t h  a common ca t a log ,  b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
f o r e s e e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  d o i n g  i t;  t h e y  saw t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  a s s i g n i n g  t h e  A r m y  to  p r o c u r e  a l l  

m e d i c a l  supp l i e s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  services  and r u n n i n g  t h e  
s u p p l y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  s y s  tem. 

T h e r e  was v e r y  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  the Cooper and E b e r s t a d t  
reports.  F o r r e s t a l  had t h a t  paper for almost a week, and h e  

c a l l e d  m e  and a s k e d  i f  I would come down, which I d i d .  T h i s  

w a s  c o n v e n i e n t  b e c a u s e  R i c k e n b a c k e r  F i e l d  was t h e n  

Lockbourne  A i r  Force Base [OH],  and I could ge t  a p lane .  
T h e  p i l o t  was v e r y  happy t o  f l y  me down i n  a b o u t  an hour .  I 
would  g e t  t h e r e ,  and w e  would  meet i n  t h e  e v e n i n g s .  A f t e r  
w e  f i n i s h e d  I c o u l d  get  i n  t h e  p l a n e  and be back t o  
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t a k e  care  of my c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  pract ice  t h e  n e x t  morning .  

F o r r e s t a l  s a i d  h e  would  a p p r o v e  t h i s ,  and we t a l k e d  a b o u t  

i t .  I was t o  r e t u r n  i n  1 0  d a y s .  In t h e  m e a n t i m e  F o r r e s t a l  

r e s i g n e d ,  and S e c r e t a r y  J o h n s o n  [ L o u i s  A . 1  came i n .  Leva 

a n d  Oh ly  and lYcNeil were c o n t i n u e d  as  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r i e s  

o f  D e f e n s e ,  and t h e y  recommended t o  J o h n s o n ,  whom I d i d  n o t  

know a t  t h a t  time, t h a t  h e  a s k  Cooper a n d  me t o  come in and 

b r i e f  him on w h a t  had  e v o l v e d .  In a b o u t  5 m i n u t e s  of 
b r i e f i n g ,  he  s a i d ,  "Well, I u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  whole  

p r ob lem " - -- - 

( E n d  Tape  10, S i d e  1) 

M :  Prepare t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  For t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of A i r  Force and 

C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  A i r  Force to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and t h e  p o s i t i o n  of S u r g e o n  Genera l  
of t h e  A i r  Force." I t  s o u n d s  l i k e ,  t h e  way I h a v e  t o l d  i t ,  
t h a t  i t  was a g r e a t  "I" in t h i s ,  but t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  work was 
done by a l l  t h e s e  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  i n  G e n e r a l  G r o w ' s  s t a f f .  
G e n e r a l  A r m s t r o n g ,  G e n e r a l  Ogle,  General  Renson ,  Genera l  
T w i t c h e l l ,  Gene ra l  S c h w i c h t e n b e r g ,  Genera l  Cook, and General  
Kennard  [ B r i g  Gen W i l l i a m  J.1 were working c o n s t a n t l y  w i t h  

t h e  A i r  S t a f f  and  t h e  War Department s t a f f ,  p repar ing  
statements f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b e f o r e  congressional  committees 
a n d  a n s w e r i n g  memoranda, keeping it  c o o r d i n a t e d  so t h a t  w e  
neve r  lost  t r ack  o f  w h a t  we were a f t e r :  name ly ,  an A i r  Force 
Medical S e r v i c e .  We were v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  "Tooey" S p a a t z  
was no  l o n g e r  C h i e F  o f  S t a f f ,  so h i s  agreements w i t h  General  
E i s e n h o w e r ,  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  o f  the A r m y ,  were no longer  
b i n d i n g  on t h e  people who assumed t h e  role o f  C h i e f  of 
S t a f f ;  namely ,  General  Vandenberg .  W e  were a l so  v e r y  

E o r t u n a t e  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  Syming ton  [W. S t u a r t ,  S e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e  A i r  Force] was v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a s  t h e  f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  

oE t h e  A i r  F o r c e  i n  h a v i n g  a m e d i c a l  service of t h e  A i r  
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Force. The Secretary 's  O f f i c e ,  t h e  C h i e f  of S t a f f ' s  O f f i c e ,  

A i r  P l a n s ,  A i r  War P l a n s ,  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e ,  t h e  
A - 1  personnel,  A-3, and  A-4 were a l l  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r .  
Q u a l i f i e d  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  who had s t a f f  experience worked 

w i t h  t h e  A i r  S t a f f  o n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  and k e p t  t r a c k  of 

t h e  requirements or t h e  r e q u e s t s  f rom Congress and f rom t h e  

S e n a t e  on d e t a i l s .  I t  could n e v e r  have  been  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i f  

i t  h a d n ' t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  super ior  s t a f f  work t h a t  Genera l  
G r o w ' s  o f f i c e  p r o v i d e d  and h i s  a b i l i t y  to  h o l d  a l l  t h e  r e i n s  

i n  h i s  hand a t  one time and p r e v e n t  f r u s t r a t i o n  t a k i n g  over. 
P r e v e n t  v i n d i c t i v e  accusa t ions  a g a i n s t  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  over 
i n  t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t  or i n  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  

f rom i n f l u e n c i n g  w h a t  we were t r y i n g  t o  a c c o m p l i s h .  H e  a lso 
was i n  t h e  pos i t i on  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  d e c i d e  w h e r e  h e  would 
compromise, and  I was i n  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  I c o u l d  i n f l u e n c e  

t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  compromise a t  t h e  l e v e l  t h a t  p o l i c y  

was b e i n g  d e t e r m i n e d .  

Well and  good,  I was v e r y  happy. I was t h e n  a colonel i n  
t h e  Army A i r  Forces Medical S e r v i c e :  to  w i t ,  i n  t h e  Army 

M e d i c a l  Corps. N o w  we were g o i n g  to h a v e  a n  A i r  F o r c e ,  and 

I was going t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d .  I t  became very  d i s c o u r a g i n g  

s u d d e n l y  to  m e  to f i n d  out k h a t  some of t h e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I 

h a d  worked w i t h ,  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  and  so f o r t h ,  d i d n ' t  w a n t  
t o  t r a n s f e r  f rom t h e  Army to t h e  A i r  Force. They f e l t  l i k e  
many o t h e r s  t h a t  t h e  medical service o f  t h e  A i r  Force 
c o u l d n ' t  s u c c e e d ,  i t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  q u a l i f i e d  people t o  t a k e  

o v e r  b i g  h o s p i t a l s .  The Army was going  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  
p r o v i d e  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l  care u n t i l  t h e  A i r  Force could 
b u i l d  up: 5 4  percent  of a l l  t h e  A i r  Force p a t i e n t s  were i n  
Army h o s p i t a l s ;  1 0 0  pe rcen t  of a l l  t h e  A i r  Force m e d i c a l  

p e r s o n n e l  t o  he  i n t e r n s  and r e s i d e n t s  were i n  Army 
f a c i l i t i e s .  The  Navy was t r y i n g  to  t a k e  o v e r .  A few Of  iny 

col leagues l o o k e d  i t  o v e r ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  see t h a t  t h i s  was 

n e c e s s a r i l y  a g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  
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C :  Would t h i s  i n c l u d e  t h e  f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s  a t  t h e  d i s p e n s a r i e s ?  

M :  Yes, e v e n  t h o s e .  The  Army was b e g i n n i n g  t o  f e e l  i t  was 
g o i n g  t o  h a v e  its own a v i a t i o n  s e c t i o n ,  so  t h e r e  was a p l ace  
f o r  Army f l i g h t  s u r g e o n s  even t h i s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  game, though 

i t  r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  come i n t o  b e i n g  u n t i l  a l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r .  
So s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  k e y  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  would b r e a k  

o u t  a b o t t l e  of champagne s tayed  w i t h  t h e  A r m y .  T h a t  had a n  
i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  younger o f f i c e r s  t h a t  had l o o k e d  u p  t o  
t h e s e  c h a p s .  I was a t  A t l a n t i c  C i t y  a t  t h e  Amer ican  Med ica l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  m e e t i n g ,  and we had had a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  

on National  S e c u r i t y .  We f e l t  r e a l l y  q u i t e  w e l l  t h a t  t h i n g s  

were coming a l o n g .  M r .  J o h n s o n  had a p p o i n t e d  D r .  A l l e n  
[Raymond],  who was an  MD and  p r e s i d e n t  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  

U n i v e r s i t y ,  t o  come on as Director o f  M e d i c a l  Services. 
Mrs. Mei l ing  and I were o u t  on t h e  Boardwa lk ,  and some 
people s t o p p e d  u s  and s a i d ,  "They a re  paging you a t  t h e  

h o t e l .  They h a v e  a s e r i o u s  emergency  c a l l  for you." W e  

w e n t  back  t o  t h e  h o t e l ,  and I t o o k  t h e  c a l l .  I t  w a s  from 
t h e  W h i t e  House.  Matt C o n n e l l y  s a i d ,  " M r .  J o h n s o n  and 

P r e s i d e n t  Truman w a n t  to  see you a t  9 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g .  We h a v e  s e t  up a p l a n e  t o  p i c k  you up a t  5 AM i n  
A t l a n t i c  C i t y . "  I s a i d ,  "What do  t h e y  want of me? W h a t ' s  

g o i n g  o n ? "  " W e l l ,  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you o v e r  t h e  t e l e p h o n e ,  b u t  

you  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  top m e d i c a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

Department o f  D e f e n s e . "  I t h o u g h t ,  "Well ,  A l l e n ' s  got  t h a t .  

Why would t h e y  remove  him b e f o r e  h e  had e v e n  t a k e n  o f f i c e ? "  

So  we walked  along t h e  Boardwalk  and d i s c u s s e d  i t .  F i n a l l y  

s h e  s a i d ,  "You make up y o u r  own mind. Whe the r  you s t a y  home 
o r  you g o  t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  t h e  f a m i l y  w i l l  go w i t h  you . "  The  

n e x t  day  I f l e w  down t o  W a s h i n g t o n ,  and J o h n s o n  m e t  m e  i n  
t h e  outer room o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  s u i t e  i n  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e .  

He s a i d ,  "The b o a r d  o f  t rus tees  o f  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  

r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  D r .  A l l e n  a l e a v e  o f  a b s e n c e .  
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I h a v e  t a l k e d  it  o v e r  w i t h  t h e  Cooper C o m m i t t e e ,  and w i t h  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of you ,  t h e y  a r e  unanimous  t h a t  you s h o u l d  

t a k e  o v e r .  I h a v e  t o l d  M r .  Truman t h a t  you s h o u l d  t a k e  

over. D o n ' t  t e l l  m e  what  you are going  to  do: you t e l l  
h im."  So w e  were shown i n  t o  see P r e s i d e n t  Truman, and he  

h a d  a f o l d e r  g o i n g  back  t o  my recommendat ion  to F o r r e s t a l  

about how t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  s h o u l d  b e  drawn u p  and w h a t  

t h e y  s h o u l d  do .  H e  s a i d ,  :'Did you w r i t e  t h i s ? "  I s a i d ,  

"Yes, s i r . "  He s a i d ,  "DO you b e l i e v e  i n  i t?" I s a i d ,  "Yes , 
si r . ' '  H e  s a i d ,  "Then you a re  t h e  on ly  person who r e a l l y  

knows how to  p u t  i t  t o g e t h e r  and make i t  work. I am, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  a s k i n g  you t o  come a b o a r d  as an a s s i s t a n t  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  J o h n s o n .  H e  h a s  a l ready made t h e  recommendat ion .  'I 

I s a i d ,  "But  M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I come from a county  in O h i o  

w h e r e  I d i d n ' t  know t h e r e  were Democrats u n t i l  I was i n  h i g h  

s c h o o l .  I t h o u g h t  t h e r e  were o n l y  R e p u b i i c a n s . "  H e  l a u g h e d  
a n d  s a i d ,  "I l i k e  t o  know why people become Democrats and 

R e p u b l i c a n s ,  and I c a n  see t h a t  is  a v e r y  l o g i c a l  o r d e r . "  I 

s a i d .  " B u t  Mr. P r e s i d e n t " - - a n d  h e  s a i d ,  " N o w  look, we l o o k e d  

you up c o m p l e t e l y  b e f o r e  we b r o u g h t  you i n  h e r e .  We know 

a l l  a b o u t  you .  You d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  s u p p o r t  my m e d i c a l  

program. You g e t  t h i s  m e d i c a l  program of t h e  Department o f  

D e f e n s e  g o i n g ,  and you g e t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a i  Se rv ice  so 
i t  c a n  suppor t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e .  I f  I d o n ' t  h e a r  a h e l l  of a 

l o t  o f  c o m p l a i n t s  a b o u t  wha t  you are d o i n g ,  you are n o t  
d o i n g  a good j o b .  W e  w i l l  expect you on 1 J u l y  a t  9 o ' c l o c k  

i n  t h e  morn ing  t o  b e  sworn  i n  as D i r e c t O K  of M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e s  and A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e . "  He 

t u r n e d  and s a i d ,  " L o u i s ,  how d i d  I do?"  M r .  J o h n s o n  s a i d ,  

" M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  you had m e  s o l d .  I d i d n ' t  see how D r .  

M e i l i n g  c o u l d  say a n y t h i n g . "  I s a i d ,  " B u t  I w o u l d n ' t  l i k e  

t o  lose my p o s i t i o n  a t  O h i o  S t a t e . "  H e  s a i d ,  "Who i s  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  ou t  there?"  I s a i d ,  " D K .  Howard B e v i s . "  "Oh," h e  

s a i d ,  " J u d g e  Bevis .  H e  is a n  o l d  Democrat." He t u r n e d  t o  
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h i s  s e c r e t a r y  and  s a i d ,  " G e t  P r e s i d e n t  B e v i s  o n  t h e  phone . "  

He t o o k  t h e  p h o n e  and s a i d ,  " P r e s i d e n t  B e v i s ,  t h i s  is 
P r e s i d e n t  Truman. 
t h e  name o f  D r .  M e i l i n g .  H e  is one of y o u r  j u n i o r  

professors o u t  t h e r e .  I h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  him t h a t  h e  owes h i s  

c o u n t r y  a d u t y ,  and h e  s a y s  t h a t  he  h a s  to  h a v e  y o u r  

p e r m i s s i o n  o t h e r w i s e  h e  would have  t o  r e s i g n .  I w i s h  you 

would p u t  him o n  a n  e x t e n d e d  l e a v e  of a b s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  so he  can go b a c k  t h e r e . "  B e v i s  s a i d ,  "May I s p e a k  
w i t h  Mei l ing?"  " S u r e . "  So h e r e  I was i n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

o f f i c e  t a l k i n g  w i t h  Bevis .  H e  s a i d ,  "DO you want  t o  do it?" 
I s a i d ,  "Yes, s i r ,  I d o . "  He s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  t h e n  t h e r e  is  no  
p r o b l e m .  You c a n  h a v e  a 2 - y e a r  l e a v e  of a b s e n c e ,  and  t h e  

b o a r d  can e x t e n d  it l a t e r . "  W i t h  t h a t  I o f f i c i a l l y  became 

t h e  f i r s t  assistant--because w e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  people t o  t h i n k  

t h e  f i r s t  d i r e c t o r ,  A l l e n ,  had been k i c k e d  o u t .  F o r  2 
mon ths  I was t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c t o r  b u t  a c t u a l l y  r a n  t h e  

show, and  w e  s e n t  D r .  A l l e n  and  t h e  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  t o  
B e r l i n  and to Europe o n  a t r i p  to inspec t  t h i n g s .  H e  had 
n e v e r  seen f i e l d  m e d i c i n e .  

I h a v e  a young man h e r e  i n  my o f f i c e  by 

When h e  came b a c k  w e  had  o r g a n i z e d .  The Navy had proposed 
t h i s  t r e m e n d o u s  b i g  s t a f f ,  and  e v e r y t h i n g  t h i s  Director o f  

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  was go ing  to  d o  was by command, They had 

p r o p o s e d  Rear A d m i r a l  Boone [ V i c e  Adm Joel] t o  be t h e  

execut ive  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  d i r e c t o r .  Boone had  b e e n  t h e  
P r e s i d e n t i a l  p h y s i c i a n  to  b o t h  Hoover and  C o o l i d g e  

[ P r e s i d e n t  C a l v i n 1  a n d  a l so  one of t h e  a s s i s t a n t s  u n d e r  
H a r d i n g  [ P r e s i d e n t  Warren G . ] .  H e  was v e r y  well d e c o r a t e d  

a n d  had t h e  Medal  o f  Honor f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e  w i t h  t h e  Mar ine  

Corps i n  France. T o  make a v e r y  simple s t o r y  s h o r t ,  h e  

p l a n n e d  t o  t a k e  o v e r  my pos i t ion .  Boone c o u l d n ' t  t o l e r a t e  

t h e  i d e a  t h a t  a n  u p s t a r t  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l  o f  t h i s  new A i r  

Force was g o i n g  t o  r u n  t h i n g s  and h e  a s e n i o r  Navy Of f i ce r  
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was  g o i n g  t o  be  a n  e x e c u t i v e .  I n  d u e  t i m e  I had t o  g e t  r i d  

o f  him. When I i n f o r m e d  him t h a t  he  was r e l i e v e d ,  h i s  f i r s t  

a c t i o n  was t o  c a l l  i n  t h e  Elarine g u a r d  i n  t h e  P e n t a g o n  and 

p o s t  an  armed g u a r d  over h i s  d e s k  and  pos t  a n o t h e r  armed 
g u a r d  o v e r  h i s  f i l e  cab ine t .  Then  he  marched o f f  to  see 
S e c r e t a r y  Mat thews  f F r a n c i s  P.1 of t h e  Navy. I marched down 

t o  see S e c r e t a r y  J o h n s o n .  I s a i d ,  " A r e  t h o s e  f i l e s  and t h a t  

d e s k  Government  p r o p e r t y ? "  "Yes, t h e y  are.  I' "What d o  w e  do?" 

He s a i d ,  "You c a l l  Marx Leva and l e t  Leva g o  down and 

a r b i t r a t e  t h e  t h i n g .  D o n ' t  you t o u c h  i t ."  Ry 11 o ' c l o c k  

A d m i r a l  Boone had  been over  on t h e  H i l l  and  had a h e a r i n g  

w i t h  t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  committee on Armed S e r v i c e s .  The Eat 

was r e a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r e .  The e v e n i n g  papers had  h e a d l i n e s ,  
"Mei l ing  f i r e s  Medal  o f  Honor w i n n e r . "  Time a n d  Newsweek - 
h a d  s tor ies  about  how M e i l i n g  f i r e d  t h e  senior  a d m i r a l .  

When t h e y  came t o  i n t e r v i e w  m e ,  I had  s e n s e  enough t o  s a y ,  

" N o  comment." Under  my p i c t u r e  i n  Time,  t h e r e  is a n ice  
q u o t e ,  a c r i sp  " N o  comment." 

-- 

-- 

T h e  S u r g e o n  General o f  t h e  Navy, Swanson,  was t h e  n e x t  o n e  

t h a t  d e c i d e d  h e  was going  t o  t a k e  over my job. P r e s i d e n t  

Truman d i d  not reappoin t  him. One day  I wen t  over for a 

b r i e f i n g  w i t h  J o h n s o n ,  and  I s a i d ,  " M r .  P r e s i d e n t ,  I am 
a f r a i d  you are h e a r i n g  too much about m e . "  H e  s a i d ,  

" E v e r y t h i n g  I h e a r  is good. Everybody says  t h a t  you a re  
t o u g h ,  and t h e n  when I f i n d  o u t  wha t  you a re  d o i n g ,  you a re  
a g rea t  guy." I s a i d ,  "Mr. P r e s i d e n t ,  I apologize f o r  
c a u s i n g  you t r o u b l e ,  b u t  you told m e  to g e t  t h i s  t h i n g  

s t r a i g h t e n e d  o u t . "  A l l  t h e  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  took place t h e n  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  6 m o n t h s  t h a t  I was i n  t h e  Department of D e f e n s e  

was Navy a n d  A r m y  a g a i n s t  me, which gave t h e  Air F o r c e  

b r e a t h i n g  room, i f  you w i l l ,  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  f i g h t  t h e i r  

s i s te r  services e v e r y  time t h e y  t u r n e d  a round .  By December 
I was c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  was 
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d e f i n i t e l y  g o i n g  to s u r v i v e .  G e n e r a l  A r m s t r o n g  had 

s u c c e e d e d  G e n e r a l  G r o w  a s  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  

u s e d  t h e  same p e o p l e  and t h e  same program t h a t  G r o w  had 

f o s t e r e d  to y e t  t h e  A i r  Force g o i n g ,  and t h e y  began  t o  
p r e p a r e  r e q u e s t s  €or h o s p i t a l s  o n  A i r  F o r c e  b a s e s  and t h e  

r e p l a c e m e n t  of c a n t o n m e n t - t y p e  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  b r i c k  and 
mortar s t ruc tu res .  

General A r m s t r o n g  

C :  Do you t h i n k  you were s e l e c t e d  not o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  y o u r  

P i v o t a l  p o s i t i o n  b u t  p r e c i s e l y  because as a b r i g a d i e r  

g e n e r a l  you would be a g r e a t e r  d i v e r s i o n  f o r  t h e  Navy? 

T h e s e  a d m i r a l s  s en io r  to  you would  be a l i t t l e  b e n t  o u t  of 

shape t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  d i s p l a c e  you and t a k e  over whereas 

i f  t h e y  had encoun te red  a more s e n i o r  A i r  Force o f f i c e r  t h e n  
p e r h a p s  t h e y  would  n o t  h a v e  been  d i v e r t e d  as much?  I am 

t r y i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  m e n t a l  

c h e s s  g o i n g  on h e r e  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  h a v i n g  a b e l i e v a b l e  

d i v e r s i o n  and i f  y o u r  r a n k  w a s  p a r t  of t h a t  as well. 

M: I d i d n ' t  g e t  my r a n k  u n t i l  September, and I had b e e n  
a p p o i n t e d  i n  J u n e .  I was t h e  f i r s t  R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  and  R u s k  

was t h e  second  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  f l a g  r a n k  i n  t h e  new A i r  Force 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  had a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  
i t ,  r e a l l y .  I t h i n k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  FOrKeSta l ,  E b e r s t a d t ,  and 

Cooper a l l  knew me p e r s o n a l l y  was t h e  d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r .  They 

had  had e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  m e ,  and t h e i r  r ecommenda t ions  to 
Truman c a r r i e d  a l o t  of  w e i g h t ,  I t h i n k  it w o u l d n ' t  have  

mattered w h e t h e r  I had ever  been  i n  t h e  R e s e r v e s .  T h e  f a c t  

t h a t  I was a R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  was p l a y e d  down i n  p u b l i c  

releases.  It_ was t h e  same t h i n g ;  O h l y ,  Leva ,  and M c N e i l  had 
a l l  been  Navy o f f i c e r s  i n  World War 11, and t h e y  were t h e  

o n l y  t h r e e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r i e s  of D e f e n s e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
F o r r e s t a l  had been t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Navy and b e f o r e  t h a t  t h e  
A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  of  Navy when Knox [ F r a n k ]  was S e c r e t a r y  
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o f  t h e  Navy. I t  was p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t o u c h  anybody 

f o r  an e x e c u t i v e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  p r e v i o u s  m i l i t a r y  

a s s o c i a t i o n s .  

C :  Was t h e  a l i g n m e n t ,  t h o u g h ,  o f  t h e  Navy as you p o r t r a y  i t  
s i g n i f i c a n t ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  people’s minds ,  i n  terms o f  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  and t h e  way t h e y  would react  t o  t h o s e  p o l i c y  

d e c i s i o n s ?  Did t h e  Navy t e n d  t o  be  n a t u r a l l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  

t o  you as a n  A i r  Force o f f i c e r ?  

M :  Much of t h e  s e n i o r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  Navy w a s  

ant i -Department  of  D e f e n s e .  They t o l e ra t ed  i t  when t h e y  

f o u n d  t h e y  c o u l d n ‘ t  beat  Truman i n  C o n g r e s s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  
go ing  t o  b e  a N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  A c t  and t h e r e  was g o i n g  t o  be  

a Department of  Defense. L e t  m e  show you wha t  happened  i n  
Korea. I n  t h e  summer o f  1 9 5 0 ,  w e  had a need f o r  

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 , 2 0 0  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  A i r  

Force and Army. W e  had  ASTP [Army S p e c i a l i z e d  T r a i n i n g  

Program] m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  who had  r e c e i v e d  d e f e r m e n t  t o  go 

t o  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  and who had n e v e r  s e r v e d  a d a y  o f  s e r v i c e  
and some who had o n l y  s e r v e d  6 months .  I proposed t o  
G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l ,  when h e  became Secretary of D e f e n s e  i n  
S e p t e m b e r  1 9 5 0 ,  t h a t  w e  c a l l  t h e s e  R e s e r v e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  

t o  d u t y  and t h a t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  a s s i g n  them i n  

t h e i r  own u n i f o r m  t o  serve  w i t h  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and t h e  Army. 

T h e  Navy d i d n ’ t  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  people a t  t h i s  par t icu lar  
time. M a r s h a l l  t o o k  m e  t o  see Truman, and I e x p l a i n e d  what  

w e  were t a l k i n g  about. Truman c o u l d  make sound  d e c i s i o n s  
v e r y  r a p i d l y .  H e  s a i d ,  “ D o  you h a v e  t h e  p a p e r s ,  and w h e r e  
d o  I s i g n ? ”  Matt C o n n e l l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  papers t h a t  w e  had 

p r e p a r e d ;  h e  had p u t  them i n  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  h e  wan ted  f o r  t h e  
W h i t e  H o u s e ,  c a l l i n g  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  to  d u t y  subjec t  t o  
a s s i g n m e n t  i n  t h e  s e rv i ces  where  t h e  Department o f  D e f e n s e  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h e y  were needed .  The Navy, b e c a u s e  t h i s  w a s  t h e  
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f i r s t  time anybody  had  ca l led  o f f i c e r s  of o n e  b r a n c h  t o  do 

s e r v i c e  i n  a n o t h e r  b r a n c h ,  f i l e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  p r o t e s t .  T h e i r  

JAG t o o k  i t  up w i t h  t h e  l e g a l  c o u n s e l  o f  b o t h  t h e  S e n a t e  

Armed S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  and  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  of t h e  

Army. I t  t o o k  a b o u t  48  h o u r s  t o  g e t  t h e  rep ly  back  t h a t  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  had t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  and  he  had exercised it .  They 

would c a l l  u p  t h e s e  Navy R e s e r v e  d o c t o r s  who had n e v e r  h a d  

a n y  a c t i v e  d u t y  s e r v i c e .  

C :  I t  s o u n d s  to  me as t hough  b o t h  t h e  A r m y  and  t h e  Navy as 
t r a d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  n o t  o n l y  were a n t i - D e p a r t m e n t  of 
D e f e n s e  b u t  a l so  dragged t h e i r  f e e t  o n  f l e x i b l e  t o u r s  o f  

o f f i c e r s  i n  d u t i e s  t h a t  would n o t  be t r a d i t i o n a l l y  Navy or  
A r m y  p o s i t i o n s .  You d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  b a c k g r o u n d ,  q u i t e  t h e  

c o n t r a r y .  Y o u  were r e c o g n i z e d  as  b e i n g  f l e x i b l e  enough t o  
work w i t h  s t u d y  groups  and  committees, and you would  n o t  

show t h e  same sort o f  s e c t a r i a n i s m  of t r a d i t i o n .  D o  you 

t h i n k ,  a g a i n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you had t h a t  background  and t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  you were o p e n  t o  t h e  progress of t h e  Depar tmen t  o€ 
D e f e n s e  was a s i z a b l e  f a c t o r ?  

M: Yes. I t h i n k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I was par t  o f  t h e  E b e r s t a d t  

group and t h e  H o o v e r  Commission p l a y e d  a b ig  ro le ,  b e c a u s e  

i t  was t h e r e  t h a t  t h e y  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A c t  and 
made it  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  and 

r e v i s e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  A c t  of 1 9 4 7  which  had 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  D e f e n s e  and t h e  t h r e e  

s e r v i c e s .  I h a v e  a l w a y s  f e l t  my e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  

E b e r s t a d t  g r o u p  was a b i g  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  F o r r e s t a l  and t h e n  

l a t e r  w i t h  J o h n s o n  and w i t h  M r .  Truman i n  a p p o i n t i n g  m e  

A s s i s t a n t  to t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e .  

C :  Am I co r rec t  i n  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h i s  period o f  t i m e  you 
w e n t  o u t  to  t h e  E n i w e t o k  t e s t s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ?  
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M :  I w e n t  o u t  t u  t h e  En iwe tok  t e s t s  i n  1951 .  S e v e r a l  members 

of t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  o f  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s ,  m y s e l f  and t h e  

m i l i t a r y  a t t a c h e s  f rom t h e  W h i t e  House, f l e w  o u t  to  Eniwetok  

t o g e t h e r .  I am t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  e x a c t l y  how t h a t  happened .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  w e  had s e t  it  u p  t o  g o ,  i t  was b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  on 

t h e  d a t e s  of p r o s p e c t i v e  bomb d r o p s .  I n  t h e  meantime 
G e n e r a l  M a c A r t h u r  was r e l i e v e d  of h i s  command and  was 
p r o c e e d i n g  home. We were o r d e r e d  t o  go t o  Hawaii  and meet 
him.  W e  f l e w  o u t  to  Hawaii  i n  a "Connie"  [ C o n s t e l l a t i o n ,  

C - 6 9 1 ,  and w e  a l l  go t  o f f  t h e  plane i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s  

b e c a u s e  we were g o i n g  t o  k e e p  t h e  press f rom knowing we were 
t h e r e .  W h i l e  w e  were housed  a t  V I P  q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  Navy, w e  
s p e n t  most o f  our  time i n  recreat ion o v e r  o n  t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d  away f rom H o n o l u l u .  W e  had t o  w a i t  5 d a y s  f o r  

MacArthur  to  a r r i v e .  W e  got word t h a t  h e  had  l e f t  Tokyo. 

W e  e x p e c t e d  to h e a r  f r o m  him a t  Wake where  t h e y  were going 
t o  r e f u e l  and  a g a i n  a t  J o h n s t o n  I s l a n d .  They r e f u e l e d  a t  
Wake, b u t  t h e y  missed J o h n s t o n  I s l a n d .  They missed it  by 

q u i t e  a piece,  so a b o u t  1 0  o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g h t  when w e  had 

h e a r d  n o t h i n g  and  nobody--the Navy, t h e  Army, or t h e  A i r  

Force--had p i c k e d  up a n y  SOS c a l l  or a n y t h i n g ,  we had  to  
c a l l  t h e  W h i t e  House to  s a y  we were h e r e  b u t  we d i d n ' t  know 

w h e r e  MacArthur  was. A b o u t  m i d n i g h t  t h e y  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  

p l ane  by r a d i o .  They  were 460 miles n o r t h  o f  J o h n s t o n  

I s l a n d ,  n a v i g a t i o n a l  error. They were coming on i n :  t h e y  

a r r i v e d  a b o u t  1 : 1 5 .  They  were a l l  d r e s s e d  i n  summer 

un i fo rms- -1  was i n  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s - - t o  greet him. He S e n t  

word t h a t  he  would see u s  a t  6 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning  a t  
A d m i r a l  R a d f o r d ' s  [ A r t h u r  W . ]  qua r t e r s .  A d m i r a l  R a d f o r d  was 
t h e n  t h e  P a c i f i c  F l e e t  Coinmander and t h e  t h e a t e r  commander. 

(End T a p e  1 0 ,  S i d e  2 )  
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M :  W e  were g i v e n  word  t h a t  MacArthur  w o u l d  n o t  s e e  u s ,  h a v i n g  
a r r i v e d  a b o u t  1 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning ,  u n t i l  6 o ' c l o c k  a t  

A d m i r a l  R a d f o r d ' s  q u a r t e r s .  The n e x t  morning  we were d u l y  
c a l l e d  by Mar ine  o r d e r l i e s  and t a k e n  t o  A d m i r a l  R a d f o r d ' s  

h e a d q u a r t e r s .  R i g h t  on t h e  d o t  of  6 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  

m o r n i n g - - t h e r e  were some 12 o f  u s - - i n  came G e n e r a l  MacArthur 

a n d  h i s  c h i e f  of s t a f f ,  G e n e r a l  S u t h e r l a n d  [ L t  Gen 
R i c h a r d  K.1. Two of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  i n  our g r o u p  had s e r v e d  

w i t h  h i m  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  and t h e r e  were c o r d i a l  g r e e t i n g s .  
I was t h e  l a s t  one t o  be presented,  and he s a i d ,  "Oh, 

M e i l i n g ,  you are t h e  one t h a t  k e p t  m e  f rom h a v i n g  g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l s  i n  Japan. " I s a i d ,  " Y e s ,  General MacArthur ,  and 

you a r e  t h e  one  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  b l o o d  and  h a v e  n e v e r  used 

i t . "  So I g u e s s  we were b o t h  e q u a l .  ( l a u g h t e r )  He s a i d ,  

" I  hope  you g e t  on o u t  to  J a p a n  t o  see w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on. By 

t h e  way are you a s s i g n e d  t o  M a r s h a l l ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ? "  I 

s a i d ,  "Yes. I am A s s i s t a n t  t o  S e c r e t a r y  M a r s h a l l . "  He 

s a i d ,  "Very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Well, you d o  n o t  

h a v e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  P a c i f i c  t hea t e r .  I f  you had 

you would have  a l l o w e d  u s  t o  have  o u r  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s . "  I 

s a i d ,  " G e n e r a l  MacAr thur ,  h a s  t h e r e  been  any  p rob lem w i t h  

a i r  e v a c u a t i o n  f rom y o u r  t h e a t e r  back t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ? "  

"None t h a t  I know of . "  I s a i d ,  "Then I a m  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  we 
made a p r o p e r  d e c i s i o n . "  H e  s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  have  b r e a k f a s t . "  

We had b r e a k f a s t ,  and i t  was a g r e a t  social  g a t h e r i n g  of  

f r i e n d s  from t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  Admi ra l  Radfo rd  and h i s  

s t a f f .  W e  a l l  r e p o r t e d  back t o  D e f e n s e  and t h e  Whi t e  House 
t h a t  we had met h i m  and t h a t  t h e r e  had been  no  d i f f i c u l t y  
e x c e p t  V i c e  A d m i r a l  D a v i s  [Adm Donald C . ] ,  who was s e c r e t a r y  

o f  t h e  j o i n t  s t a f f ,  p u t  i n ,  " M e i l i n g  and MacArthur  d i f f e r e d  

o n  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s  and on a i r  e v a c u a t i o n .  M e i l i n g  w o n . "  

( l a u g h t e r )  I t  a l w a y s  amused m e .  Admi ra l  D a v i s  W a s  a 

d e l i g h t f u l  p e r s o n  and a g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d .  T h e r e  was 
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a l w a y s  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  t o  n e e d l e  among t h e  s e r v i c e s .  W e  were 

i n s t r u c t e d  to  s t a y  a t  H o n o l u l u  u n t i l  MacArthur  was a c t u a l l y  

i n  t h e  a i r .  As a r e s u l t  w e  had 3 more d a y s  i n  H o n o l u l u  
w h e r e  w e  s w a m  and e n j o y e d  t h e  beach  on t h e  f a r  s i d e  of t h e  

i s l a n d .  Gene ra l  MacAr thur  r e c e i v e d  an h o n o r a r y  d e g r e e  from 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  and a d d r e s s e d  t h e  people arid so f o r t h  p r ior  
t o  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  S a n  F r a n c i s c o .  

When h e  l e f t ,  w e  were a l r e a d y  o n  t h e  runway w i t h  o u r  notors 
r e v v e d .  W e  t o o k  o f f  a b o u t  a h a l f  m i n u t e  a f t e r  h e  w a s  w h e e l s  

up.  We went  on t o  En iwe tok .  They had p o s t p o n e d  t h e  bomb 

d r o p  b e c a u s e  t h e y  wanted  u s  t o  see it .  They had t h r e e  

s c h e d u l e d .  T h e  f i r s t  one was t o  b e  a s t a t i c ,  and t h e  n e x t  

two were t o  b e  v i s u a l  d r o p s .  W e  wen t  to  E n i w e t o k ,  and a f t e r  

3 d a y s  o f  b r i e f i n g s  and so f o r t h ,  t h e  w e a t h e r  was c o n s i d e r e d  

p e r f e c t  f o r  t h e  s t a t i c  d r o p .  We had t h e  f i r s t  s t a t i c  d r o p  

t h e n  ea r ly  i n  t h e  morning.  W e  were on t h e  a t o l l  a b o u t ,  1 
would  s a y ,  1 8  miles, as t h e  crow f l e w ,  f rom t h e  s t a t i c  drop 
area.  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  d r o p  t h e  s e n i o r  medical o f f i c e r  

a n d  I t o o k  o f f  i n  t o r p e d o  b o a t s  to  go t o  t h e  s t a t i c  area,  
w h i c h  was down t h e  l a g o o n .  I would s a y  it t o o k  u s  more t h a n  

2 0  m i n u t e s  to  g e t  t o  t h e  bomb d r o p  area a f t e r  w e  had  seen 
t h e  bomb e x p l o d e .  As we came i n  t o  t h e  dock  which  was s t i l l  
s t a n d i n g - - i t  was a wooden dock ,  and i t  was n o t  on f i r e ,  and 

i t  d i d n ' t  show any c h a r r i n g - - t h e  water was l i t e r a l l y  c o v e r e d  

w i t h  dead  f i s h  bottom up,  and t h e y  a l l  had e v i d e n c e  of 
b u r n s .  The s e c o n d  t o r p e d o  b o a t  was a l o n g s i d e  u s ,  and i t  was 
t a k i n g  specimens to  t a k e  back  to t h e  l a b o r a t o r y .  T h e  on ly  
pro tec t ion  w e  had  was our f a t i g u e  u n i f o r m s  and l e g g i n g s  so 
t h a t  w e  d i d n ' t  g e t  d u s t  f rom t h e  beach  i n t o  our p a n t  l e g s .  

W e  a l l  were w e a r i n g  su rg ica l  masks  b e c a u s e  of t h e  d u s t .  We 
s p e n t  a b o u t  4 h o u r s  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  b l a s t  damage and t h e  

a n i m a l s  t h a t  had b e e n  i n  set cages. We t h e n  r eembarked  and 
w e n t  back  t o  our  b a r r a c k s  w h e r e  we had  Geiger cocIn terS  Y o  
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o v e r  u s .  W e  a l l  showed a g r e a t  d e a l  of r a d i o a c t i v i t y .  W e  

s t r i p p e d  and t o o k  a c o l d  shower  r i g h t  t h e r e  on t h e  docks  so 
we w o u l d n ' t  contaminate t h e  rest of t h e  camp a r e a .  The 

r a d i o a c t i v i t y  w i t h  one shower was r e d u c e d  maybe 70 p e r c e n t  
a s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  G e i g e r  counters.  W e  t o o k  a second  and a 

t h i r d  o n e  and t h e n  c h e c k e d ,  and we were down t o  a b o u t  1 0  

p e r c e n t .  A t  t h i s  time I n o t i c e d  t h a t  a r o u n d  my g e n i t a l i a  I 

was g e t t i n g  a l a r g e r  r e a c t i o n  on  t h e  G e i g e r  c o u n t e r ,  and I 

s a i d ,  "Why is  t h a t ? "  T h i s  b l a c k  s o l d i e r  t h a t  was i n  c h a r g e  

o f  t h e  shower  b a t h s  s a i d ,  " G e n e r a l ,  s i r ,  I b e t  you wore some 

o f  t h o s e  new n y l o n  s h o r t s . "  W e l l ,  I h a d ,  and t h a t  had 
c o l l e c t e d  l i t t l e  d r o p l e t s  of r a d i o a c t i v e  moisture t h a t  g o t  

o n  t h e  h a i r .  I s o a p e d  down, and t h e  G e i g e r  counter  was 

n e g a t i v e  all o v e r .  I s o a p e d  my h a i r ,  and it was n e g a t i v e .  

S e v e r a l  of t h e  o f f i c e r s  had t a k e n  h o t  s h o w e r s  a s  opposed  to  
c o l d  seawater s h o w e r s :  t h e i r  r e d u c t i o n  was a l i t t l e  b i t  more 
r a p i d  t h a n  o u r s .  The r a d i a t i o n  was on o u r  c l o t h i n g  and so 
f o r t h - - w e  j u s t  t h r e w  them i n  t h e  b i g  w a s h t u b s  t h e y  had 

there- -came o u t  a f t e r  one r i n s i n g  and t h e y  were c lear  a s  f a r  

a s  t h e  G e i g e r  c o u n t e r s  were c o n c e r n e d .  

T h a t  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  g e n e r a l s  and a d m i r a l s  t h a t  were o b s e r v e r s  

wan ted  t o  go i n .  B u t  t w o  of them w e r e n ' t  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  
a b o u t  it. I had b e e n  t h e r e ,  and a t  l u n c h  I t o l d  them what  

had  happened .  I s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  w e  s h o u l d  a l l  w e a r  t h e  

c a n v a s  b o o t i e s  to  cover our  trousers as we go t h r o u g h  t h e  

s a n d .  Wher. w e  g e t  t h e r e ,  w e  w i l l  p u t  you i n  a t r a c k  

v e h i c l e ,  and you w o n ' t  h a v e  t o  g e t  o u t  on t h e  s a n d  or  
a n y t h i n g .  You can see e v e r y t h i n g .  I f  you wan t  to  g e t  o u t ,  
you  c a n ,  b u t  I t h i n k  i t ' s  w o r t h  g o i n g  t h r o u g h . "  They a l l  
w e n t  a l o n g ,  and t h e r e  was one f o u r - s t a r  g e n e r a l ,  who had 

b e e n  d e c o r a t e d  t h r e e  times f o r  b r a v e r y ,  who j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  

b r i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  g e t  o u t  of t h e  t r a c k e d  v e h i c l e .  We g o t  

over  t o  w h e r e  t h e  d o g s  were, and h e  wanted to  see how t h e  
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b u r n s  had been  accomplished, b e c a u s e  t h e  windows to the d o g s  

a n d  to t h e  pigs a n d  r a b b i t s  were a l l  c o n t r o l l e d  l i k e  swords  

f i t t i n g  t o g e t h e r .  They  were e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  t i m e d  w i t h  t h e  

b l a s t ,  so we knew bow much e x p o s u r e  e a c h  a n i m a l  had  

r e c e i v e d .  The g r o u p  w i t h  t h e  Atomic E n e r g y  Commission,  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  g r o u p ,  had a c t u a l l y  r a i s e d  t h e  d o g s  o n  t h e  a t o l l  t o  
g e t  r i d  o f  g e n e t i c  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i f  p o s s i b l e .  So t h e y  were 
a l l  t h i r d  and  f o u r t h  g e n e r a t i o n s  of  d o g s  t h a t  had b e e n  

r a i s e d  o u t  t h e r e .  I t  was a f a s c i n a t i n g  experience to  me 
b e c a u s e  when I had b e e n  a t  H i r o s h i m a  and N a g a s a k i  I was 
i m p r e s s e d  by t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  t h e r e  v e r s u s  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  i n  

Hamburg and i n  Cologne. Here we were on a n  a t o l l ,  and t h e  

on ly  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  had  b e e n  b u i l t  to  t e s t  and t h e  materials 
and  t h e  a n i m a l s  and so f o r t h  were a t  i s s u e .  O t h e r w i s e  i t  

was j u s t  a f l a t  a t o l l  t h e  way it had  been  b e f o r e  w e  got  
t h e r e .  I was i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  bomb 
goes o f f  t h a t  area. w o u l d  n o t  be d e n i e d  to t h e  enemy a s  

o r i g i n a l l y  t h o u g h t .  So I wrote a memo t o  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  

s a y i n g  t h i s  s h o u l d  be  f u r t h e r  explored. 

- 

W e  t h e n  moved u p  t o  w i t h i n  5 miles o f  t h e  bomb c e n t e r  f o r  
t h e  n e x t  b l a s t .  The  t h i n g  t h a t  s u r p r i s e d  m e  was t h a t  t h e r e  

was no s h a k i n g  o f  t h e  e a r t h  l i k e  t h e r e  is  i n  a heavy  

a r t i l l e r y  barrage. You have  t h e  n o i s e ,  you h a v e  t h e  

mushroom c l o u d  and  t h e  f i r e b a l l  above  i t ,  b u t  you d o n ' t  have  

t h e  f i r e  storm t h a t  w e  saw i n  t h e  bombing o f  c i t i e s  w i t h  

h e a v y  c o n v e n t i o n a l  bombs. 

La ter ,  a s  a Reserve o f f i c e r ,  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  s e n t  me t o  Nevada 

F l a t s ,  and I s a w  s e v e r a l  bomb d r o p s  t h e r e .  We were w i t h i n ,  

I would s a y ,  4 miles  o f  bomb c e n t e r ,  and  we c o u l d  w a t c h  t h e  

p l a n e  coming o v e r .  T h a t  is  a n  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  I j u s t  d o n ' t  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  care  t o  repeat.  I have  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  

n a v i g a t i o n  and f l y i n g ,  b u t  when you t h i n k  t h e  p lane  was a t  
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10 ,000  f e e t  and I was o u t  here j u s t  4 miles, maybe 4 4 2 ,  which 

is t h e  a c t u a l  d i s t a n c e  on  some runways--we had armored  

v e h i c l e s .  We had  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t r e n c h e s ,  and w e  a c t u a l l y  had 

M a r i n e s  and  i n f a n t r y  i n  some of  t h e  t r enches ,  a l l  w i t h  

p r o t e c t i v e  c l o t h i n g  and p r o t e c t i v e  g o g g l e s ,  I r e e m p h a s i z e d  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d r o p p i n g  of t h e  bomb was t o  me v e r y  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  c h e m i c a l  w a r f a r e  i n  World War I .  I t  

had  a v e r y  e x p l o s i v e  e f f e c t  o n  our  m i l i t a r y  t h i n k i n g ,  and 

y e t  a f t e r w a r d s ,  to  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge ,  c h e m i c a l  
w a r f a r e  h a s  n e v e r  been used as a d e c i s i v e  m i l i t a r y  weapon 

a n y p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  s ince  World War I ,  I s t u c k  my neck 

way o u t  by s a y i n g ,  “ I  d o n ‘ t  b e l i e v e  t h e  atomic bomb w i l l  

e v e r  be d r o p p e d  i n  n o r m a l  w a r f a r e ;  there  are o t h e r  ways O f  

a c h i e v i n g  a r e s u l t . ”  I d i d n ’ t  say u s e d ;  I s a i d  - d r o m .  

T h a t  h a s  h a u n t e d  me g r e a t l y ,  b u t  you ,  as a m i s s i l e m a n ,  can 
assure m e  t h a t  missiles w i l l  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  any  d r o p p i n g .  

I a l s o  w e n t  t o  see t h e  A i r  Force d e m o n s t r a t e  r e t r o b o m b i n g ,  

w h e r e  you t a k e  of f  and  c l imb to t h e  top o f  y o u r  h y p e r b o l e  
a n d  l e t  y o u r  bomb g o  o v e r  y o u r  s h o u l d e r .  I am n o t  sure t h a t  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of  t h e  H-bomb is  so great  t h a t  we need to  be 

c o n c e r n e d  by a l l  t h e  p u b l i c  and media h y s t e r i a  w i t h  i t  a t  

t h e  present time. I t  m i g h t ,  however ,  have  a p o l i t i c a l  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  C o n g r e s s  as to w h a t  we do w i t h  o f f e n s i v e  

weapons  to  p r o v i d e  a sound m i l i t a r y  d e f e n s e .  FOK t h i s  and 

o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  I t h i n k  it is v e r y  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  t h e  medical 
s e r v i c e  k e e p  a l i m i t e d  number of m e d i c a l  o f f icers  so w e l l  

a c q u a i n t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s  and g i v e  

good m e d i c a l  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  
p r o p o s e d  by c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who have  n e v e r  s e e n  

a bomb e x p l o d e d .  

C :  T h i s ,  o f  course, becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  s i nce  the re  
h a s n ’ t  been any  a t m o s p h e r i c  t e s t i n g  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s .  
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M :  T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well, s h a l l  w e  c a l l  i t  q u i t s  fo r  t o d a y  and 
tomorrow a f t e r n o o n  g e t  g o i n g  a g a i n ?  

C :  Yes, l e t ' s  b e i n g  a g a i n  tomorrow. 

( I n t e r r u p t i o n )  

C :  G e n e r a l  Mei l ing ,  w h i l e  we a r e  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  n u c l e a r  
i ssues ,  a t m o s p h e r i c  t e s t i n g  and so f o r t h ,  was t h e r e  any 

c h a n g e  i n  m e d i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n  exercises i n  t h e  1950s t h a t  

would a l l o w  f o r  t h e  enormous c h a n g e s  i n  c a s u a l t i e s  t h a t  

would be a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  a major n u c l e a r  war? 

M :  I t h i n k  you assume t h a t  war p l a n s  of  t h e  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s  were 
a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e s e  huge  c a s u a l t y  l ists .  R e a l l y  i t  was C i v i l  

Defense t h a t  was a n t i c i p a t i n g  it and u s i n g  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  

t h e s e  enormous c a s u a l t i e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  c i v i l  d e f e n s e  

p r o g r a m  and t o  s t o c k p i l e  water and f o o d ,  b a n d a g e s ,  and so 
f o r t h  a l l  o v e r  t h e  U n i t e d  States.  I d o n ' t  recal l  a t  any 

time t h a t  t h e r e  was serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n  g i v e n  a t  m i l i t a r y  
l e v e l  t h a t  we were g o i n g  to  h a v e  a l l  t h e s e  casua l t ies  t o  t h e  

p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  excess numbers  of c a s u a l t i e s  would p r e v e n t  

t h e  m i l i t a r y  f rom p e r f o r m i n g  t h e i r  d u t y  as a d e f e n s e  f o r c e  

a n d  as a n  o f f e n s i v e  f o r c e  o n c e  we were engaged  w i t h  t h e  

enemy. T h e r e  are  many h y p o t h e t i c a l  ques t ions  propounded i n  
t h e  med ia ,  b u t  I d o  n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  reca l l  a t  any  time t h a t  

w e  made c h a n g e s  i n  h o s p i t a l  or e v a c u a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  or e v e n  

t h e  p r o c u r e m e n t  of  whole  b l o o d  and blood p l a s m a ,  b l o o d  

p l a s m a  b e i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a t  t h a t  t ine  t h a t  w e  c o u l d  store, or 

d r i e d  g l o b u l i n  which  we could  store. C i v i l  E e f e n s e  had Some 

f a n t a s t i c  f i g u r e s  of what  t h e y  would need and what  would 

h a p p e n  i f  any  c i t y  were h i t  t h e  way N a g a s a k i  o r  H i r o s h i m a  
were h i t .  Bu t  i f  w e  go back  and t a k e  a look a t  what  t h e  
J a p a n e s e  d i d  i n  t h o s e  c i t i e s  a f t e r  t h e y  had b e e n  h i t  or you 
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t a k e  a l o o k  a t  wha t  happened  i n  Germany a t  Hamburg, which  

was p r o b a b l y  t h e  b i g g e s t  c i t y  area t h a t  was bombed a t  any  

o n e  time, s i x  n i g h t s  and  f i v e  d a y s  of c o n t i n u a l  bombing,  OK 

C o l o g n e  or N u r n b e r g ,  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

r e s o l v e d  i t s e l f  a r o u n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  h e a l t h  

s e r v i c e  t o  t r i a g e  t h e i r  p a t i e n t s .  By t r i a g i n g  p a t i e n t s  t h e y  

a t t e n d e d  t o  those who "had a p o s s i b i l i t y  of l i v i n g "  w h e r e a s  

t h o s e  t h a t  t h e y  f o r c e f u l l y  d e c i d e d  were n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  
p o s s i b l e  r e c o v e r y  were s h i f t e d  o v e r  i n t o  a spec ia l  a r e a .  I 

m i g h t  s a y  t h a t  is t h e  c o n c e p t ,  as I u n d e r s t a n d  it-, of t h e  

m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  t h r e e  f o r c e s  t o d a y .  Even 

a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p o r t a b l e  f l y a w a y  h o s p i t a l  t h e r e  w i l l  he  

t r i a g e  o f f i c e r s ,  and t h o s e  t r i a g e  o f f i c e r s  w i l l  h a v e  to  
f i g h t  down t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s  and 

c h a n n e l  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e i r  a v a i l a b l e  resources to  
t h o s e  t h a t  have  a c h a n c e  of r e c o v e r y .  More t h a n  t h a t  I am 

n o t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  to  t a l k  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  p r i v y  t o  
a n y  p l a n n i n g  by t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  would assume 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  " c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  a d v e n t  of  a 
nuc lear  i n c i d e n t . "  W e  d i d  h a v e ,  and s t i l l  do h a v e  as f a r  a s  

I know, p l a n s  i n  c a s e  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  h a s  a n u c l e a r  i n c i d e n t  

w i t h  a t a k e o f f  or l a n d i n g  of a p l a n e  t h a t  h a s  n u c l e a r  arms 
a b o a r d .  I h a v e  n e v e r  been  p r i v i l e g e d  to h e a r  anybody i n  a 
r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n  t a l k  a b o u t  f i n a n c i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  to  
t a k e  c a r e  of huge  c i v i l i a n  casual t ies .  I f  t h e y  are n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f i n a n c i a l l y  f o r  t h i s ,  t h e y  c a n ' t  have  t h e  

r e s e r v e s  of  e q u i p m e n t .  So t h i s  is  a c i v i l  d e f e n s e  p rob lem 

r a t h e r  t h a n  a m i l i t a r y  problem.  

C: Cou ld  w e  c o n c l u d e  g e n e r a l l y ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  much of t h e  m e d i c a l  

h e l p  i n  a g e n e r a l  n u c l e a r  war would  have  t o  be s e l f - h e l p  
because of t h e  l a c k  o€ r e s o u r c e s ?  
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M :  Not o n l y  a l a c k  of resources b u t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .  S e l f - h e l p  f o r  t h e  medical c e n t e r s  and 

t h e  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  as wel l  as f o r  t h e  s e w e r a g e  and 

w a t e r p l a n t s  t h a t  w o u l d  o f  n e c e s s i t y  have  t o  be i m p r o v i s e d  
w i l l  be  a t  a l o c a l  l e v e l  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  3 o r  4 d a y s .  

C :  You  men t ioned  d u r i n g  t h e  b r e a k ,  s i r ,  t h a t  you wan ted  t o  add 

s o m e t h i n g  to  t h e  r e c o r d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Eniwetok  t e s t s ,  t h a t  

G e n e r a l  Kenney [George  C.1 a n d  o t h e r s  h a d  been a t  t h a t  t es t  
w i t h  you. 

M :  Yes. G e n e r a l  Kenney and General Cannon were t h e  A i r  F o r c e  

o f f i c e r s  t h a t  were i n  t h e  pa r ty  t h a t  came from Wash ing ton .  

O f  c o u r s e ,  G e n e r a l  Kenney had s e r v e d  a s  t h e  senior  a i r  

o f f i c e r  for  M a c A r t h u r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  d u r i n g  World War 11, 

a n d  t h e y  were v e r y  good f r i e n d s .  T h i s  had a v e r y  good 

e f f e c t  on o u r  v i s i t  w i t h  MacArthur  a t  H o n o l u l u .  When w e  g o t  

t o  En iwe tok ,  t h e r e  was a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  b u l l  s e s s i o n  by t h e s e  
s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s ,  v i c e  a d m i r a l s  and l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l s  and 

f u l l  g e n e r a l s ,  o f  what  had happened  t h a t  c a u s e d  P r e s i d e n t  

T r u m a n  and S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e  M a r s h a l l  and S e c r e t a r y  of  
S t a t e  Acheson to u n i t e  on t h e  removal  of MacArthur  as t h e  

cornmanding o f f i c e r  of Amer ican  forces i n  Korea  and s e n i o r  

m i l i t a r y  commander of  a l l  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  forces i n  t h e  

Korean  c o n f l i c t  and t o  r e p l a c e  G e n e r a l  MacArthur  w i t h  

G e n e r a l  Ridgway [Matthew B.1 .  The comments,  of c o u r s e ,  went  

back  t o  t h e  r e a s o n  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  c a l l e d  G e n e r a l  

MacAr thur  back t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  i n  1 9 4 1 .  H e  was s e r v i n g  as 

t h e  commanding o f f i c e r  on l e a v e  s t a t u s  f rom t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Army; h e  was,  therefore,  commanding o f f i c e r  of t h e  

P h i l i p p i n e  m i l i t a r y  forces.  E a r l y  i n  1 9 4 1  P r e s i d e n t  
R o o s e v e l t  had c a l l e d  him back t o  a c t i v e  d u t y .  You must  

r e c a l l  t h a t  G e n e r a l  MacAr thur  w e n t  t o  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  when 
h e  re t i red  a s  Ch ie f  of S t a f f :  h e  had n o t  been  home f o r  
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 y e a r s .  I t  was q u i t e  n o t i c e a b l e  t o  a l l  of us 
t h a t  h e  d i d  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  concept of tne 
t h r e e  f o r c e s  of t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  were t o  come i n t o  
b e i n g  i n  1 9 4 2 ;  namely,  t h e  S e r v i c e s  o f  S u p p l y ,  t h e  A r m y  

Ground F o r c e s ,  and  t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s .  He d i d  n o t  agree 
w i t h  the c o n c e p t s  t h a t  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f  and t h e  J o i n t .  C h i e f s  
h a d  f u l l  command over e v e r y t h i n g .  He s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  

c o n c e p t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  p r e v a l e n t  i n  Wbrld War I: t h e  t h e a t e r  

commander was a b s o l u t e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  and  r e s p o n s i b l e  o n l y  t o  
t h e  commander i n  c h i e f ;  n a m e l y ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  E e  f o r e s a w  h i m s e l f  i n  many of h i s  a c t ions  as b e i n g  

t h e  rep l ica  oE G e n e r a l  P e r s h i n g ,  who had  commanded t h e  

A m e r i c a n  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  F o r c e  i n  Europe. T h a t  r eca l l s  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  General  M a c A r t h u r  was a d i v i s i o n  commander u n d e r  

P e r s h i n g ,  General M a r s h a l l  was P e r s h i n g ' s  top a ide ,  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a n  e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r ,  and General P a t t o n  was 
one of t h e  s e n i o r  a ides .  So t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  were to 
a r i se  l a t e r  i n  t h e  war are o f t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  by c o l u m n i s t s  
a n d  writers o f  h i s t o r y  as  t h e  personal  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  had 

e x i s t e d  back  i n  t h e  d a y s  wheti t h e y  were a l l  u n d e r  P e r s h i n g .  

A c t u a l l y  it was ve ry  d i f f i c u l t - - a n d  Kenney p o i n t e d  o u t  how 

d i f f i c u l t  it was - - fo r  MacAr thur  and  h i s  s t a f f  t o  r e c o g n i z e  

t h e  c h a n g e  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  and  u n d e r  wh ich  h e  had to serve 
d u r i n g  World War 11. 

(End Tape  11, S i d e  lj 

M :  The command t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  i n  Horld War I1 a n d  t h a t  w e  
d i s c u s s e d  v e r y  o p e n l y  by t h e s e  o f f i c e r s .  FOK example, Vice  

A d m i r a l  E a v i s  had  b e e n  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  as  a s e n i o r  n a v a l  

commander d u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11. Kenney had b e e n  i n  t h e  

P a c i f i c  as t h e  s e n i o r  a i r  o f f i c e r  u n d e r  MacArthur .  Cannon 
h a d  been  one of t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s  in t h e  E u r o p e a n  t h e a t e r .  

F o r  m e  i t  was a n  experience almost l i k e  s t u d y i n g  f o r  a PhD. 
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I t  was l i k e  g o i n g  to  a s e m i n a r  e v e r y  time w e  s a t  down t o  a 

m e a l - - s e m i n a r s  o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  d e f e n s e  f o r c e s  and of 
comba t  forces .  I t  was v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f a b u l o u s  

e d u c a t i o n  I r e c e i v e d  from t h e  E b e r s t a d t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  w o r l d  
f i n a n c e ,  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s ,  n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  and t h e  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  which t h e  S t a t e  Depar tmen t  and 

t h e  D e f e n s e  D e p a r t m e n t  had to  i n t e g r a t e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I 

a l so  had a s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e  when I w a s  a s s i g n e d  to  t h e  

postwar A i r  Force b o a r d  t h a t  G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  s e t  up i n  1944 .  

W e  d i s c u s s e d  and s t u d i e d  t h e  t a x a t i o n  b a s i s ,  t h e  t a x a t i o n  

y i e l d ,  and t h e  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t  upon which t h e  f u t u r e  A i r  

F o r c e  would b e  b u i l t .  I t  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  i n  1944  as b e i n g  

i n d e p e n d e n t .  A l l  o f f i c e r s ,  n o t  o n l y  t h e  l i n e  o f f i c e r s  b u t  

t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  would h a v e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  these  t h i n g s  

i f  w e  were t o  l i v e  u n d e r  b u d g e t a r y  c o n t r o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 

t h e  e x e c u t i v e  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  Government  and d i v i d e  r e s o u r c e s  

p r o p e r l y  among t h e  t h r e e  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

D e f e n s e .  

En iwe tok  was n a t u r a l l y  a g r e a t  experience w i t h  t h e  use o f  

n u c l e a r  weapons, b u t  it was also a g r e a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  to  h a v e  t h e s e  seminars each  day  f o r  some 15 d a y s  

t h a t  we were a t  En iwe tok .  

C :  Dur ing  t h i s  time, was t h e r e  any s p e c u l a t i o n  as t o  t h e  

outcome of t h e  F r e n c h  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  I n d o c h i n a ?  

M :  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  no .  The  F r e n c h  i n v o l v e m e n t  was SO 

compl i ca t ed - - r emember  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  was commit ted  l o n g  

b e f o r e  World War I1 s t a r t e d  t o  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  c o l o n i a l  

empires--Bri t i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  Du tch ,  German, I t a l i a n .  

C :  And of course,  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e .  
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M :  Yes. A f t e r  World War I1 t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  was s t i l l  
c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of c o l o n i a l  empires. Here was 

F r a n c e  t r y i n g  t o  r e e s t a b l i s h  i t s e l f  as a w o r l d  power t h r o u g h  

i t s  c o l o n i a l  empires. F r a n c e  d i d n ' t  receive a v e r y  
s y m p a t h e t i c  e a r  a t  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

Governmen t .  T h i s  w a s  r e f l e c t e d  t h e n  down among t h o s e  of u s  
who were s p e c i a l  s t a f f  off icers  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  f i e l d s  of 

a c t i v i t y  . 

C :  I f  w e  c a n  move a h e a d  t h e n ,  b e f o r e  I a s k  you any  q u e s t i o n s  

c o n c e r n i n g  y o u r  1958-68 a c t i v i t i e s  as f i r s t  a member and 

t h e n  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  A i r  R e s e r v e  Forces f o r  t h e  M e d i c a l  

A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ,  is t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you would l i k e  to 
a d d  to t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  o f  time, t h e  e a r l y  1950s? 

M: I n  t h e  e a r l y  1950s e a c h  of t h e  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l - - t h a t  was 
G e n e r a l  GKOW, G e n e r a l  A r m s t r o n g ,  Major  G e n e r a l  O g l e ,  G e n e r a l  

Bohannon [ L t  Gen R i c h a r d  L. I ,  and G e n e r a l  Niess [Maj Gen 

O l i v e r  U . ] - - a l l  a p p o i n t e d  m e  as a m o b i l i z a t i o n  a s s i g n e e  t o  

t h e  O f f i c e  of  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  My t i t l e  v a r i e d  from 
A s s i s t a n t  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  t o  c o n s u l t a n t  i n  a n t i c i p a t o r y  

p l a n n i n g .  I s a y  t h a t  because f u n d a m e n t a l l y  I was i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  war p l a n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  You c a n  i m a g i n e ,  

a s  a R e s e r v e  f l a g  o f f i c e r ,  f o r  m e  to come on d u t y  meant  t h a t  

I s u c c e e d e d  whoeve r  was t h e r e  i n  command of a h o s p i t a l  or a 
u n i t  b e c a u s e  of my r a n k .  R'j u s i n g  m e  as a c o n s u l t a n t ,  I 

c o u l d  move i n t o  o v e r s e a s  commands w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n y b o d y ' s  

p l a c e .  T h e  same t h i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I could  go t o  
a h e a d q u a r t e r s  of  SAC or  a h e a d q u a r t e r s  of A i r  D e f e n s e ,  and 

t h e r e  was n e v e r  any q u e s t i o n  o f  my a s s u m i n g  m e d i c a l  command, 

n o r  was t h e r e  any  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r  who was a s s i g n e d  

t h e r e  was i n  command. He d i d  n o t  control me, and I d i d  n o t  
c o n t r o l  h i m .  I was more O K  less a c o n s u l t a n t  s e n t  o u t  a s  a 

s p e c i a l  o f f i c e r  from t h e  S u r g e o n  General 's Off ice .  Also, 
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h a v i n g  had top c l e a r a n c e  of t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  as A s s i s t a n t  

Secre ta ry  of D e f e n s e ,  which is h i g h e r  t h a n  top secret, t h e  

A i r  F o r c e  c o u l d  m a i n t a i n  my c l e a r a n c e  and u p d a t e  i t  e v e r y  

y e a r  or more f r e q u e n t l y .  I a r r a n g e d  f o r  a n  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  

S u r g e o n  Genera l ' s  O f f i c e  t o  h a n d l e  my c l e a r a n c e .  I t  was 

n e v e r  s e n t  out to  me i n  Columbus b e c a u s e  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  a 

l o c k e d  s a f e  and I d i d n ' t  wan t  t o  go t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  problems 

of who saw it  when it  was i n  my o f f i c e .  So I would 

f r e q u e n t l y ,  sometimes two or th ree  times a month ,  f l y  down 

t o  Wash ing ton  f o r  a couple of  h o u r s  j u s t  t o  b e  b r i e f e d  or  
a t t e n d  b r i e f i n g s  or t o  g e t  my s e c u r i t y  c l e a r a n c e  papers €or 
t h i n g s  I needed  t o  know. T h e  r e s u l t  was t h a t  when I v i s i t e d  

O v e r s e a s  commands I was a l w a y s  i n v i t e d  by t h e  commanding 

g e n e r a l  t o  a t t e n d  h i s  b r i e f i n g  any day  t h a t  I was t h e r e .  

T h i s  b r o u g h t  me u p - t o - d a t e  and c u r r e n t  w i t h  w h a t  would 

n o r m a l l y  b e  c a l l e d  w a r  p l ans  b u t  which  were r e a l l y  
o p e r a t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e s  and opera t iona l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

Much more e m p h a s i s  on t h e  l i n e  o f f i c e r ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

t h a n  on t h e  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r .  Many times t h e  m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r s  w e r e n ' t  c l e a r e d  and c o u l d n ' t  a t t e n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g s .  

T h i s  is n o t  u n u s u a l ,  because when I was A s s i s t a n t  Secretary 
o f  D e f e n s e ,  t h e  S u r g e o n  General o f  t h e  Navy and t h e  S u r g e o n  

General  o f  t h e  Army c o u l d  n o t  be  c leared f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p c s  

of secu r i ty .  T h e  Surgeon Genera l  o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  however ,  

was c l e a r e d  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  s e c u r i t y  except P r e s i d e n t i a l .  

You l e a r n  t o  l i v e  w i t h  i t  when a problem comes up ,  wha t  you 

can  d i s c u s s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h o s e  who are  c l e a r e d  and wha t  you 

c a n ' t  d i s c u s s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h o s e  who are n o t  cleared. 
Anybody who is i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h i g h  command knows t h a t  there 

a re  v a r i o u s  reasons why e v e n  senior  s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  

c a n n o t  b e  c l e a r e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  s e c u r i t y .  So i t  was 
n o  p r o b l e m  f o r  m e  when I was s e n t  t o  o v e r s e a s  commands where  

I c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t h e  s u r g e o n  accompany m e  t o  a b r i e f i n g  of 
t h e  commanding genera l .  I t  made me f ee l  t h a t  back i n  
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h e a d q u a r t e r s - a n d  I made r ecommenda t ions  s e v e r a l  times--we 
s h o u l d  s p e n d  some time g e t t i n g  o u r  s e n i o r  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  

who  had command r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  c l e a r e d  f o r  a l l  t y p e s  of  

s e c u r i t y  so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  

v a r i o u s  c o n t i n g e n c i e s .  I s t i l l  t h i n k  t h a t  is v e r y  

e s s e n t i a l .  

C :  T u r n i n g  t o  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  f i r s t  as member and t h e n  as 
c h a i r m a n  of t h e  A i r  Reserve F o r c e s  M e d i c a l  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l ,  
was r e s e r v e  a u g m e n t a t i o n  o f  a c t i v e  d u t y  aeromedical 
e v a c u a t i o n  resources i n  time of war  a c r i t i c a l  i s s u e ?  

M :  A l l  matters were c r i t i c a l  i s sues  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  h a v i n g  

d i f f  i c u l t f  r e c r u i t i n g  Reserve o f f i c e r s - - m e d i c a l ,  d e n t i s t s ,  

n u r s e s ,  b i o l o g i c a l  spec ia l i s t s ,  f i n a n c i a l  t y p e s  who m i g h t  

become m e d i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o r p s .  I t  was f e l t  h a v i n g  a 
R e s e r v e  p o l i c y  b o a r d  w i t h  a R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  on  f u l l - t i m e  

a c t i v e  d u t y  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  and 

a Second o f f i c e r  a t  G u n t e r  A i r  F o r c e  Base I k L ]  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  R e s e r v e  a c t i v i t i e s  we would  be a b l e  t o  r ec ru i t  better.  
The  Surgeon G e n e r a l  n o t e d  t h a t  w e  r e c r u i t e d  new g r a d u a t e s  
a n d  members o f  t h e  f a c u l t y  a t  O h i o  S t a t e  b e t t e r  t h a n  

p r o b a b l y  a n y  o t h e r  medical School i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  So it was 
p r o b a b l y  j u s t  logical  i n  h i s  t h ink ing- - :  n e v e r  a s k e d  h i m  why 

h e  d i d  i t - - t h a t  I shou ld  be t h e  c h a i r m a n .  I was t h e  r a n k i n g  
o f f i c e r  of t h e  i t e s e r v e .  The o n l y  o t h e r  R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  a t  

t h a t  time who had two s t a r s  was D r .  W a l l a c e  Graham IMaj Gen 

W a l l a c e  H.], who had been p h y s i c i a n  t o  P r e s i d e n t  Truman and 
h i s  € a m i l y  and was a s u r g e o n  i n  Kansas  C i t y .  I a m  t r y i n g  to  

t h i n k  i f  we had  any  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l s  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and we 

d i d .  We had two a t  t h a t  time i n  t h e  R e s e r v e s ,  So t h e r e  were 
two slots for  two-star g e n e r a l s  i n  t h e  M e d i c a l  R e s e r v e  a n d  

t w o  s l o t s  f o r  b r i g a d i e r  g e n e r a l s .  O u r  recru i tment  problem 
was p r i m a r i l y  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of a f i e l d  o f f i c e r ,  major or 
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a b o v e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  commitment o f  a c h a p  who is i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

p r a c t i c i n g  m e d i c i n e  is  v e r y  g r e a t .  H e  vo lun tee r s  to  a g r e e  

t h a t  when t h e  f l a g  goes up h e  w i l l  l e a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  a t  home 

a n d  come on a c t i v e  d u t y .  He is  l i t e r a l l y  d e s e r t i n g  h i s  

p a t i e n t s .  He is d e s e r t i n g  h i s  f a m i l y .  H e  is s t o p p i n g  h i s  

l e v e l  o f  income which  a f f e c t s  b o t h  t h e  n u r s e s  and t h e  

secre ta r ies  i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and h i s  own f a m i l y  t h e  day  he 
comes o n  a c t i v e  d u t y .  I f  he  comes on a c t i v e  d u t y ,  he  is 

g o i n g  t o  have  to  h a v e  t w o  h o u s e h o l d s ,  t h e  one where  h e  was, 
w h e r e  h i s  o f f i c e  is, and  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  where  h e  is assigned 

t o  a c t i v e  d u t y .  T h e s e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  are  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  s e l l .  To  t h e  R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  who comes on and  is a 
weekend warr ior  and  ge ts  t o  f l y ,  t h e r e  is some s p e c i a l  
remuneration. He g e t s  to f l y ,  and h e  w o u l d n ' t  be  a b l e  t o  do  

t h i s - - h e  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  e l ec t ron ic  and w e a t h e r  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  

h i s  p r i v a t e  plane.  B u t  when I t r y  to  s e l l  t h i s  program to 
t h e  d o c t o r ,  wha t  d o  I h a v e  to  o f f e r  h im? I r e a l i z e  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy [ J o h n  F.1 s a i d ,  " D o n ' t  a s k  wha t  we c a n  d o  

f o r  you; l e t ' s  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  you c a n  do f o r  y o u r  c o u n t r y . "  

I f  t h e r e  is a p a t r i o t i c  cause or  a crisis,  t h a t ' s  o n e  t h i n g ,  

b u t  when i t  is simple economics, even  f o r  a 2-week t o u r  o f  

d u t y ,  it is  a n o t h e r  t h i n g .  I t  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to  g e t  t h e  

a v e r a g e  p h y s i c i a n  t o  come a b o a r d .  H e  had a take-home pay 

income back  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  b e t w e e n  $70 ,000  and $90,000 a 
y e a r .  S u d d e n l y  h e  is g o i n g  t o  be r e d u c e d  i n  h i s  income, b u t  

t h e  e x p e n s e s  of h i s  o f f i c e  and  h i s  home i n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  
sector  w i l l  s t i l l  go on. H i s  p a t i e n t s  f e a r  t h a t  h e  w i l l  
go away and l e a v e  them so t h e y  t r y  to  f i n d  somebody else to  
go to. I t ' s  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p r o b l e m ,  much more d i f f i c u l t  
i n  t h e  Medical Corps r e c r u i t m e n t  t h a n  i n  any  o t h e r .  

C :  R e a l l y ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  h a v i n g  R e s e r v e  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  
a e r o m e d i c a l  e v a c u a t i o n  is j u s t  a s i d e l i g h t  of t h a t .  I f  we 
d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  d o c t o r s  to  b e g i n  w i t h ,  i t  is k i n d  of 
r i d i c u l o u s  to  e v e n  t a l k  a b o u t  e v a c u a t i o n .  
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M :  I t  makes a good s e l l i n g  p o i n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r i y  when a n  a i r  e v a c  

p l a n e  can be b r o u g h t  i n  e v e r y  3 or 4 months  to h a v e  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and t e l e v i s i o n  and local  n e w s p a p e r s  ge t  

p i c t u r e s .  We h a v e  a i r  e v a c  ambulance  p l a n e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  f o r  

p r o p a g a n d a .  M i l i t a r i l y  t h e r e  is no r e a s o n  f o r  them. 

P t o p a g a n d a w i s e  t h e r e  is e v e r y  r e a s o n  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o  have  

a i r  e v a c  p l a n e s - - i n  peacetime. 

C :  Was t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  t h a t  i f  we were to  h a v e  

a d e q u a t e  m e d i c a l  c a r e  i n  a war  emergency w e  would l i t e r a l l y  
h a v e  t o  go back  t o  t h e  o l d  t r i e d  and t r u e  procedure of 
d r a f t i n g  d o c t o r s ?  

M :  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  h a s  e v e r  been  changed .  T h e  ac tua l  number 

OF d o c t o r s  who were d r a f t e d  was small. I can remember f i v e  

c a s e s  w h e r e  d o c t o r s  were b r o u g h t  on d u t y  a s  e n l i s t e d  men 

because they d i d n ' t  v o l u n t e e r .  The t h r e a t  of b r i n g i n g  them 

o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  is v e r y  great .  In e a c h  of t h o s e  f i v e  c a s e s ,  

t h e y  went  t o  Federal  c o u r t  and lost a t  t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  

Supreme C o u r t  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  were l o s i n g  t h e i r  

c i v i l  r i g h t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were b e i n g  f o r c e d  to  come o n  d u t y  
a s  e n l i s t e d  men when they were e n t i t l e d  to a commission. I 

t h i n k  i t  was v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  f o r  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  w e  n e v e r  

weakened on t h a t .  I f  a p h y s i c i a n  had t o  be d r a f t e d ,  t h e n  h e  

had  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  bas ic  t r a i n i n g  t h e  same as any o t h e r  

e n l i s t e d  man. I t  was o n l y  a f t e r  h e  had d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  

g o o d w i l l  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  a p p l y  f o r  a commiss ion  a s  a m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r .  

C :  Jumping ahead  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  you c o n d u c t e d  a s p e c i a l  s t u d y  

f o r  t h e  S u r g e o n  General be tween  1 3 6 5  and 1367.  What were 
y o u r  conclusions on m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  and m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  

i n  t h e  S y s t e m s  Command, i f  w e  c a n  u s e  t h i s  t h e n  t o  c o n t r a s t  
f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  1960s w i t h  wha t  was g e n e r a l l y  t r u e  i n  t h e  
195Gs? 

195 



M E I L I N G  

M :  The  b i g  reason € O r  t h i s  s t u d y  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o  m a i n t a i n  

g r a d u a t e  m e d i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  hospitals r e q u i r e d  a 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  d i s e a s e  and  i n j u r y  f a c t o r s  t h a t  was n o t  

a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e .  C e r t a i n  spec ia l t ies  were v e r y  l i m i t e d .  

Likewise w e  were p r o m i s i n g  t h e s e  young d o c t o r s  t h a t  i f  t h e y  

t o o k  a res idency  a n d  t h e n  came o n  a c t i v e  d u t y  t h e y  would be 

c a l l e d  i n  t h e i r  own s p e c i a l t y .  T h i s  w a s n ' t  what  t h e  Armed 

Forces needed ,  a group of s p e c i a l i s t s  t h a t  c o u l d  n o t  be used  

f o r  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  T h e r e  was greak d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n - - f o r  

example, n e u r o s u r g e o n s  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  o u t p a t i e n t  

s e r v i c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  n i g h t .  They o b j e c t e d  t o  t h i s .  

They  were t h e r e  to  d o  s p i n a l  c o r d  and b r a i n  operat ions.  
O r t h o p e d i c  s u r g e o n s  f e l t  t h e  same way. They were t h e r e  t o  

d o  bone  opera t ions .  W e  o v e r s u b s c r i b e d  to  our  r e s i d e n c y  

p r o g r a m  p r o j e c t e d  4 or  5 y e a r s  ahead  a s  to  how many of t h e s e  

spec ia l i s t s  i n  e a c h  c a t e g o r y  w e  would need  t o  c a l l  t o  a c t i v e  

d u t y .  When we d i d n ' t  c a l l  them to  a c t i v e  d u t y ,  t h e n  t h e  

o t h e r  d o c t o r s - - t h e  i n t e r n i s t s ,  t h e  c a r d i o l o g i s t s ,  t h e  

ped ia t r i c i ans - - a l l  o b j e c t e d  to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we w e r e n ' t  
c a l l i n g  people to  a c t i v e  d u t y  who were i n  t h e  h i g h  income 
b r a c k e t ,  and t h e y  were b e i n g  c a l l e d  t o  ac t ive  d u t y  b e c a u s e  

we were t a k i n g  care  of " d e p e n d e n t s .  " T h e s e  were p r o b l e m s  

t h a t  were very s e r i o u s  w i t h  t h e  Reserve f o r c e s  and  w i t h  t h e  

r e g u l a r  d u t y  people--how t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  t r a i n i n g  of 
spec ia l i s t s  who would  t h e n  se rve  i n  A i r  F o r c e  h o s p i t a l s ,  how 

t o  a s s i g n  t h e s e  people and s t i l l  s t a y  u n d e r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  law 
t h a t  s a i d  if your m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n a l  spec showed t h a t  you 
were m a l a s s i g n e d ,  a f t e r  4 months  you were to be r e l i e v e d .  

T h e  j u g g l i n g  between o v e r s e a s  theaters  and t h e  Zone of 

I n t e r i o r  was coming a l o n g .  A t  t h i s  time t h e  A i r  Force was 

j u s t  coming i n t o  i t s  own w i t h  " A i r  F o r c e  m e d i c a l  centers ,"  
which  had r e s i d e n c y  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p rograms .  Everybody 
wan ted  t o  g e t  a f r e e  r i d e  a t  a good s a l a r y  to  be a r e s i d e n t .  
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T h e  p o i n t  was i f  we e d u c a t e d  them i n  c i v i l i a n  h o s p i t a l s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  m i l i t a r y  t h e y  had no  f e e l i n g  o f  b e l o n g i n g .  I t  

was t h e  same t h i n g  i f  you s e n t  A i r  Force people to Navy or 
Army h o s p i t a l s - - t h e y  s t u c k  o u t  l i k e  a sore thumb e v e n  when 

t h e y  had to  p u t  t h e i r  u n i f o r m s  on .  They h a d  no i n b o r n  
e s p r i t  d e  corps f o r  t h e i r  pa ren t  s e rv i ce .  A s  a m e d i c a l  

e3ucator and  d e a n  of t h e  College of Medicine a t  O h i o  S t a t e ,  

t h e  A i r  Force S u r g e o n s  General--Armstrong,  O g l e ,  Niess, 
Bohannon,  P l e t c h e r  [ L t  Gen Kenne th  E.], a n d  P a t t e r s o n  I L t  

Gen R o b e r t  A . 1 - - a l l  used m e  as t h e i r  adv i so r .  I h e l d  

p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  Association of Medical S c h o o l s  where  I 

could represent t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h i n k i n g  i n  some o f  t h e  t h i n g s  

t h a t  were b e i n g  d e c i d e d  a s  to t h e  requirements fo r  t r a i n i n g  

a n d  t h e  ce r t iE ica t ion  f o r  t r a i n i n g .  

C :  Do you f e e l  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  Aerospace M e d i c i n e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

f u n d i n g  i t  needed  f o r  i t s  p r o g r a m s ?  Were cer ta in  areas 
c u r t a i l e d  u n f a i r l y  d u e  t o  t h e  lack o f  f u n d s  i n  l i g h t  of what  

you  are s a y i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  m a l d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t a l e n t ?  

M: P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  a n y  m e d i c a l  a c a d e m i c  u n i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  

pa t i en t  care ,  r e s e a r c h ,  and e d u c a t i o n .  To t a l k  about t h e  

S c h o o l  of Aerospace M e d i c i n e ,  t h e  f u n d i n g  g e t s  down to  how 

much we a re  going to p u t  i n t o  e d u c a t i o n ,  how much we are  
go ing  t o  p u t  i n t o  p a t i e n t  c a re ,  and how niuch we are g o i n g  to  
p u t  i n t o  r e s e a r c h .  By wha t  t h e  name impl ies ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  

be a w e i g h i n g  of r e s e a r c h  f u n d s  and support  a t  t h e  Aerospace 
M e d i c a l  S c h o o l .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand  i t ' s  a m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l ,  

a n d  t h e  academic program h a s  t o  be b o t h  m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  and 

m e d i c a l  s c i e n t i f i c .  So when o n e  t a l k s  a b o u t  t h e  f u n d i n g ,  

i t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  be tween  necessary 
r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  and r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  m i l i t a q  and 
m e d i c a l  p r o g r a m s  of t h e  c u r r e n t  operat ion.  Command s u r g e o n s  
w a n t  p r e e m i n e n c e  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and  m e d i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  
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T h e  r e s e a r c h  people want  to  be f r e e  to  g o  i n t o  v a r i o u s  

f i e l d s ,  sometimes d u p l i c a t e  o t h e r  Government  a g e n c i e s ,  b u t  

p r o j e c t  t h a t  ahead to  w h a t  t h e y  a re  g o i n g  t o  need 10 or  15  

y e a r s  f rom now. T h i s  becomes v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  when w e  have  a 

b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  2 y e a r s  and r e s e a r c h  people wan t  to  
s p e n d  money f o r  t h e  n e x t  1 5  y e a r s .  T h i s  is t r u e  i n  a l l  
b r a n c h e s  of t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and i t  i s n ' t  j u s t  m e d i c a l .  

A t  wha t  p o i n t  is r e s e a r c h  n e c e s s a r y ?  From a Government  

s t a n d p o i n t  medical r e s e a r c h  was f i n a n c e d  and suppor ted  by,  

a t  t h a t  time, t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and W e l f a r e  Depar tmen t .  

They  got  t h e  money t o  s u p p o r t  r e s e a r c h .  They d i d  n o t  want  

t o  q i v e  t h i s  money t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y .  They d i d  n o t  want  to 

g i v e  t h i s  money t o  t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  So t h e  

m i l i t a r y  and t h e  V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  were q o i n g  i n t o  

C o n g r e s s  u n d e r  d e f e n s e  b u d g e t s  a s k i n g  f o r  r e s e a r c h  money, 

wh ich  sometimes was c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s e a r c h  money t h a t  

t h e y  had b e e n  a s k e d  t o  appropriate fo r  HEW and t h e  c i v i l i a n  

sector.  Whe the r  o n e  was d o i n g  c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  or b a s i c  

r e s e a r c h ,  t h e  same h e l d  t r u e .  Basic research is  sometimes 
v e r y  h a r d  t o  d e f i n e  as how i t  f i t s  i n t o  a systems c o n c e p t  
i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  and how it  f i t s  i n t o  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

C l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  can f i t  i n t o  d a i l y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u t  one h a s  

a h a r d  time j u s t i f y i n g  it b e c a u s e  it d u p l i c a t e s  t h e  c l i n i c a l  

r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  sector or t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  

s e r v i c e .  To  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n ,  were t h e y  h u r t  by l a c k  of 

f u n d s ,  I t h i n k  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  is t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b a c k  i n t o  a 
f i n a n c i a l  program t h a t  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  goals  of our 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i f e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  e a r l i e r  per iods w e  
w e r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  enough money. I f  you d i d n ' t  g e t  y o u r  

p r o m o t i o n  and you d i d n ' t  g e t  a pay i n c r e a s e ,  you would 

p r o b a b l y  a g r e e  w i t h  me. 
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C :  T h e r e  are  a c o u p l e  o f  m i n o r  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  I w a n t  to ask .  

One i s  c o n c e r n i n g  C o l d  Dove, which  was t h e  spec ia l  p l a n  
p u b l i s h e d  i n  A u g u s t  1967 f o r  t h e  emergency  a u g m e n t a t i o n  of 
m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  w i t h  R e s e r v e  f o r c e s .  T h e r e  was a c h a n c e  

t o  exercise t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  T e t  o f f e n s i v e  i n  F e b r u a r y  1968.  

Would you care to  comment o n  t h a t ,  f i r s t  as a concept and 

t h e n  i n  a c t u a l  p rac t i ce?  

M :  I had  no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h a t .  I t h i n k  it would be wrong 
f o r  me t o  comment b e c a u s e  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and 

I w a s n ' t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  spend  t i m e  l e a r n i n g  why it  was 
d e v e l o p e d ,  wha t  i t s  goals were, and how e f f e c t i v e  t h e y  were 
i n  a c h i e v i n g  these goals .  So I would l i k e  t o  pass t h a t  one. 

C: A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  You took some courses a t  t h e  A i r  War 

C o l l e g e  i n  1 9 6 6 .  C o u l d  you e v a l u a t e  t h o s e  courses from t h e  

po in t  o f  v i ew o f  a s t u d e n t  looking a t  it as a c o m p e t e n t  

course o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  and  t h e  c o u r s e s  you took a t  S a n d i a  

[ B a s e  NMI, Cape Kennedy [FL] , Vandenberg  [AFB C A I ,  and 

P a t r i c k  [AFB FLI?  

(End  T a p e  11, Side  2 ;  

M :  I t h o u g h t  t h e  courses a t  t h e  A i r  War College t h a t  were g i v e n  

f o r  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  Reserve  were e x c e p t i o n a l l y  good.  

We were b r i e f e d  by top i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f f i c e r s  as t o  t h e  

c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  and  wha t  w a s  p r o j e c t e d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s .  W e  were b r i e f e d  by ope ra t iona l  o f f i c e r s  a s  t o  
w h a t  we c o u l d  a n t i c i p a t e  i n  new systems and  new dogma. We 

were n o t  o n l y  b r i e f e d  by senior  commanders and  t h e  C h i e f  of 

S t a f f ,  we u s u a l l y  had a b r i e f i n g  team w i t h  u s  f o r  2 d a y s  

f r o m  e a c h  o f  t h e  major commands, s u c h  as TAC [ T a c t i c a l  A i r  

Commandl, SAC, A i r  D e f e n s e ,  as w e l l  as  t h e  E u r o p e a n  and t h e  

F a r  E a s t  commands. I n  2 weeks  you were b r o u g h t  u p - t o - d a t e  
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So t h a t  i f  you c o n t i n u e d  y o u r  own r e a d i n g  i n  t h i s  you had  

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o n t i n u a l l y  know where  you and y o u r  u n i t  

were g o i n g  t o  f i t  i n t o  war p l a n s .  I r a t e d  t h i s  v e r y  h i g h l y ,  

and  I t h i n k  t h e  o t h e r  g e n e r a l s  t h a t  came to  it--many o f  u s  
came r e p e a t e d l y .  I remember G e n e r a l  D o o l i t t l e ,  w h o  was t h e n  

a l i e u t e n a n t  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  R e s e r v e s ,  s a i d ,  " T h i s  is t h e  
b e s t  way t h a t  h a s  e v e r  b e e n  c o n c e i v e d  to  u p d a t e  one i n  h i s  

m i l i t a r y  career." I f e l t  t h a t  way. I c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  
h a v e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  background  t h a t  G e n e r a l  D o o l i t t l e  d i d  as a 

t h e a t e r  a i r  commander. 

Wi th  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  c o u r s e s  a t  S a n d i a ,  Kennedy, Vandenberg ,  

and P a t r i c k ,  w e  were g i v e n  l i k e w i s e  super ior  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

n u c l e a r  weapons ,  i n  missiles, and w e  a c t u a l l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  
s i l o s  and o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  go w i t h  t h i s  t y p e  o f  m i l i t a r y  
o p e r a t i o n .  We l e a r n e d  t h e  h a z a r d s  o f  e s c a p i n g  n i t r o g e n  i n  

t h e  s i l o ,  o f  e s c a p i n g  f u e l ,  of r u p t u r i n g  t h e  s k i n  o f  t h e  

missile and so f o r t h ,  so I would s a y  i t  w a s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  a l l  of u s  who were Rese rve  b u t  had s en io r  rank and 

s e n i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s .  I d o n ' t  r eca l l  any 

b r i e E i n g  t h a t  was g i v e n  u s  a t  any o f  t h e s e  places t h a t  

w a s n ' t  t e c h n i c a l l y  and m i l i t a r i l y  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y .  

T h e  e x h i b i t s ,  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  and so f o r t h  were super ior .  

A t  p laces  l i k e  SAC H e a d q u a r t e r s  and a t  A i r  D e f e n s e  

H e a d q u a r t e r s  and l a t e r  d u r i n g  our v i s i t s  t o  command posts,  
several  of u s  were g i v e n  m o b i l i z a t i o n  designee s l o t s  a t  t h e  
command post .  Through  b r i e f i n g s  and t h r o u g h  l i m i t e d  
m a n e u v e r s ,  we were ab le  t o  v i s u a l i z e  how we would f u n c t i o n  

i f  t h a t  command pos t  were a c t i v a t e d  and we were s i t t i n g  i n  
a s p e c i f i c  c h a i r .  I t h i n k  you f u l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  a 
command p o s t  is o n l y  as good a s  t h e  teamwork t h e r e i n .  We 

h a d  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a n d l e  e l ec t ron ic  e q u i p m e n t  t h a t  we 
wou ld  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  h a n d l i n g  e v e r y  m i n u t e  e v e r y  h o u r  i f  w e  

200 



ME I L I N G  

were s u d d e n l y  c a l l e d  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y .  O u r  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  see 
w h a t  t h e  Navy and t h e  Army were d o i n g  w i t h  command p o s t s  was 

e x c e l l e n t .  The  interservice s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  we met 
t h r o u g h  t h e s e  courses g a v e  u s  a v e r y  good u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

concepts and nomenc la tu re  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r  when w e  
t r i e d  to communica te .  I t h i n k  these were v e r y ,  v e r y  

b e n e f i c i a l ,  and I am st i l l  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  command pos t  
exercises a re  no  l o n g e r  c o n d u c t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  of  f u n d s .  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  one  c a n  assume t h a t  people a re  s u d d e n l y  i n  a 
couple o f  h o u r s  g o i n g  to  b e  ab le  to t a k e  o v e r  and f u n c t i o n  

i n  a command post  i f  t h e y  h a v e  had no previous temporary 
d u t y  w i t h  it. 

C :  B e f o r e  I ask my f i n a l  q u e s t i o n s ,  as we d i s c u s s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

b r e a k ,  t h e r e  a r e  a couple of  items t h a t  you would l i k e  added 

t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t  a t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  po in t s .  The  € i r s t  of 
t h e s e ,  I t h i n k ,  would h a v e  t o  d o  w i t h  an a m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o n t r o v e r s i e s  t h a t  w e  t a l k e d  about i n  1 9 4 2 .  T h e  c o n f l i c t  

b e t w e e n  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  and t h e  A i r  Surgeon was n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  j u s t  t h o s e  small po r t ions  t h a t  you d i s c u s s e d ,  

b u t  i t  involvec!  s o m e t h i n g  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h a t .  I b e l i e v e  you 
i l l u s t r a t e d  it by your e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e .  

M: My experience w i t h  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  was much l a t e r  i n  
1944. When G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  was made Commanding Genera l  of 
t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e ,  h e  h a d ,  a t  M a r s h a l l ' s  request,  i n  
1 9 4 1  b e e n  made one  of t h e  members of t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  

a l t h o u g h  h e  was u n d e r  M a r s h a l l ' s  command. H e  was a coequal 
o n  a l l  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s '  a c t i v i t i e s  and l a t e r  on  t h e  Combined 
S t a f f s  when E n g l a n d  had r ep resen ta t ion .  How was h e  to 

command a u n i t  t h a t  no rma l ly  would b e  s e n t  t o  b a s e s  i n  a 
s p e c i f i c  t h e a t e r ?  H i s  concept of  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  

was t h a t  i t  was w o r l d w i d e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  d i d  n o t  want  h i s  
T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  b a s e s  u n d e r  t h e  con t ro l  of  t h e  t h e a t e r  

201 



M E 1  L I N G  

commanders.  H e  d i d n ' t  even  want  t h e  t h e a t e r  commanders to  
make d e c i s i o n s  a s  to  t a r g e t  s e l e c t i o n .  T h e  o r d e r  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  and General A r n o l d  a s  

commanding g e n e r a l  w a s  so b road  t h a t  i t  s a i d  " e v e r y t h i n g "  

was  u n d e r  h i s  command. G e n e r a l  G r a n t  was named S u r g e o n  of 

t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  Force. A - 1 ,  A - 2 ,  A - 3 ,  A-4 o f  t h e  A i r  

F o r c e  Were t h e n  named A - 1 ,  - 2 ,  - 3 ,  and - 4  of t h e  T w e n t i e t h  
A i r  Force. O p e r a t i o n a l l y ,  a s  t h e  wings  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

t h e y  r e p o r t e d  back  t o  P H e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  r e a r  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  

which was H e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Army A i r  Forces. G e n e r a l  

G r a n t  recommended to G e n e r a l  ArnGld t h a t  I be a p p o i n t e d  t h e  

A s s i s t a n t  S u r g e o n  of t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  rear 
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  C o l  H a r o l d  H. T w i t c h e l l  was a m e d i c a l  

o f f i c e r  a s s i g n e d  i n  f o r w a r d  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  C o l o n e l  Benson 

was  a s s i g n e d  t o  one of t h e  w i n g s ,  t h e  f i r s t  wing t h a t  went 
i n t o  I n d i a ,  t h e  Ch ina - Ind ia -Burma  area. W e  d e v e l o p e d  a 
s t a f f  s t i d y  for G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  as Commanding General of t h e  

T w e n t i e t h  A i r  Force showing why h e  s h o u l d  h a v e  numbered 

s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  b a s e s  and not u n d e r  t h e  
command of t h e  t h e a t e r  commander. Remember a t  t h i s  time, 

t he re  were n i n e  corps a r e a s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and t h e i r  

s u r g e o n s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  " h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  corps 
a r e a .  I' T h e  t h e a t e r  Commanders and t h e  d i s t r i c t  commanders 

were r e s p o n s i b l e  for h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  

S u d d e n l y  by u s i n g  t h e  command v e h i c l e  of t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  

F o r c e ,  one had t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of c i r c u m v e n t i n g  m e d i c a l l y  

t h i s  command o r g a n i z a t i o n  and p u t t i n g  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  Commanding General of t h e  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  

F o r c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  General  Arno ld  

a p p r o v e d ;  t h e  Commanding General o f  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  Forces 

d i s a p p r o v e d ;  t hea t e r  commanders d i s a p p r o v e d .  It never  came 
t o  a c t u a l l y  a tu rndown a t  t h e  War Depar tmen t  s t a f f  l e v e l ;  
t h a t  would h a v e  s e n t  it t o  Genera l  M a r s h a l l ,  B u t  G e n e r a l  

A r n o l d  saw t o  i t  t h a t  w e  s h i p p e d  q u i p m e n t  to m a i n t a i n  
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e n l a r g e d  d i s p e n s a r i e s  w i t h  t h e  base u n i t s  o f  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  

A i r  F o r c e ,  which  i n  r e a l i t y  were t h e  same as numbered 

s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s .  They  j u s t  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n u m b e r ,  and t h e y  

w e r e n ' t  c a l l e d  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s .  They were ca l led  

T w e n t i e t h  A i r  Force M e d i c a l  F a c i l i t i e s .  

L e t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  1940-41-42. 
T h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  was G e n e r a l  Magee. H e  d i d  n o t  
u n d e r s t a n d  f u l l y  wha t  t h e  War Department was p l a n n i n g  i n  t h e  

way of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  When t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 4 1 ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t a l k  of i t  a s  t h e  Army 

A i r  Corps and t h e  A r m y  A i r  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  concept t h a t  had 

p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  A r m y  and t h e  War Department ,  t h a t  one had 

c o r p s - - A r t i l l e r y  Corps, I n f a n t r y  Corps, Armored F o r c e  C o r p s ,  

Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corps, and t h e  M e d i c a l  Corps. T h i s  i n v o l v e d  a 

g r e a t  number of t h i n g s .  A s  w e  w e n t  i n t o  t h e  f u l l  s p i r i t  of  

m o b i l i z a t i o n  and t h e n  P e a r l  H a r b o r  o c c u r r e d ,  t h e  War 
D e p a r t m e n t  came up w i t h  War D e p a r t m e n t  C i r c u l a r  5 9 ,  2 M a r c h  

1 9 4 2 ,  d e s i g n a t i n g  t h r e e  components  o f  t h e  War Department.  
T h e  Army Ground F o r c e s  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  t r a i n i n g  of 
g r o u n d  f o r c e s .  Under  t h e  A r m y  Ground Forces, t h e r e  were 
f o u r  armies e s t a b l i s h e d .  T h e s e  were l a t e r  t o  be s h i p p e d  to 
overseas t h e a t e r s .  T h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s  h a d  a l l  t h e  

a e r o n a u t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  S e r v i c e s  of S u p p l y ,  which 

l a t e r  became t h e  Army Serv ice  F o r c e s ,  p r o v i d e d  a l l  t h e  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  two a g e n c i e s .  They d i d  t h e  

p u r c h a s i n g ,  t h e y  had con t ro l  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and t h e y  

assumed t h a t  t h e y  had c o n t r o l  o f  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  and 
e v a c u a t i o n .  They s e t  u p  a separa te  medical d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  

t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s .  So s u d d e n l y  t h e  Surgeon G e n e r a l ,  

a l t h o u g h  h e  was a special  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  to  t h e  Commanding 
G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  A r m y  S e r v i c e  Forces, found t h a t  h e  had 

d u p l i c a t i n g  d i v i s i o n s  u n d e r  C o l  W i l l i a m  W i l s o n ' s  [ B r i g  Gen 
W i l l i a m  L . ]  M e d i c a l  Corps w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  
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s u p p l i e s ,  s t o r a g e  of s u p p l i e s ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s u p p l i e s ,  

h o s p i t a l s ,  p a t i e n t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and m e d i c a l  r e g u l a t i n g  

o f f i c e r s .  The S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h i s  as 
a n y t h i n g  h e  had to comply w i t h .  H e  found it d i f f i c u l t  even 
t o  c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  i t .  

T h e  Army G r o u n d  Forces began  l i k e w i s e  t o  d e v e l o p  a s e p a r a t e  

o f f  i ce  f o r  medical p e r s o n n e l  and medical t r a i n i n g .  

I m m e d i a t e l y  a c o n f l i c t  d e v e l o p e d  be tween  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

o f  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  g round  f o r c e s  and t r a i n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s .  T h e  A i r  F o r c e  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e y  

had t h e i r  own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t r a i n i n g .  So i t  w a s n ' t  

j u s t  a d i f f e r e n c e  o f  p h i l o s o p h y  be tween  t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s  

m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  Of f i ce ;  i t  

i n v o l v e d  a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  War D e p a r t m e n t .  B e c a u s e  of  t h i s  
w e  had t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of  M r .  T r a c y  V o o r h e e s ,  a N e w  York 
l a w y e r ,  who was commiss ioned  a c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of the 
J A G  and a s s i g n e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  legal  c o n t r a c t i n g  

a f f a i r s  of t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  and t h e  M e d i c a l  Depa r tmen t .  

B e c a u s e  most of t h e  l e g a l  a f f a i r s  i n v o l v e d  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  

s u p p l i e s  and e q u i p m e n t ,  h e  became a n  a u t h o r i t y  on a l l  
m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  and e q u i p m e n t .  I t  became e v i d e n t  i n  1 9 4 2  

t h a t  a s h o r t a g e  o f  equ ipmen t  e x i s t e d  t h a t  was needed  f o r  

o v e r s e a s .  The S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  s a i d  t h e  reason t h e y  d i d n ' t  

h a v e  equ ipmen t  was b e c a u s e  t h e  W h i t e  House was demanding 

t h a t  t h e y  meet l e n d - l e a s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s - - l i t t e r s  f o r  

Y u g o s l a v i a ,  m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  f o r  C h i n a ,  e t  c e t e r a .  

E v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  you c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  t h i n k  of was d e p l e t i n g  

t h e  war s u p p l i e s  pr ior  t o  o u r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  war .  The Army 

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of e p i d e m i c s  d u r i n g  m o b i l i z a t i o n  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  crowded 

b a r r a c k s .  H e  s e n t  many a memorandum a l l  t h e  way u p  t o  
G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  t h a t  o n e  c o u l d n ' t  m o b i l i z e  t h i s  f a s t  
b e c a u s e  you c o u l d n ' t  p u t  so many p e o p l e  i n t o  a s i n g l e  room 

i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s .  H e  g o t  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  t h e  P u b l i c  
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H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  o v e r  v e n e r e a l  disease,  n o t  o n l y  how to  
p r e v e n t  it b u t  how t o  t r e a t  i t .  He g o t  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

w i t h  c i v i l  d e f e n s e  because h e  was p l a n n i n g  i n  c a s e  o f  

bombing of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o  t a k e  o v e r  h o t e l s  and make 
h o s p i t a l s  o u t  o f  them. I n  t h e  o p i n i o n  of  t h e  Director  of  

t h e  C i v i l  D e f e n s e ,  t h i s  was a c i v i l  d e f e n s e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

and  not a m i l i t a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  He had a l o t  o f  t r o u b l e  

w i t h  p e r s o n n e l  r e c r u i t m e n t .  The  l a y  p u b l i c  would w r i t e  
t h e i r  Congressman t h a t  D r .  So-and-so was b e i n g  t a k e n  o u t  of 
t h e i r  community and t h e y  d i d n ' t  have  any o t h e r  doctor. So 

C o n g r e s s  was i n v o l v e d .  The  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  f a i l e d  t o  make 

a d e q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  of f e m a l e  M D s ,  Negro 

M D s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  and c h i r o p r a c t o r s .  Each of t h e s e  g r o u p s  

was  u s i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  media. T h e  result was t h a t  t h e  Army 

S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  decided t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  " a n  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  of  t h e  M e d i c a l  

D e p a r t m e n t .  " G e n e r a l  S o m e r v e l l ,  t h e  commanding g e n e r a l ,  

w e n t  to  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War. T h i s  was i n  S e p t e m b e r  1942, 
p r i o r  t o  t h e  N o r t h  A f r i c a n  i n v a s i o n .  The S e c r e t a r y  of War 

a p p o i n t e d  a committee c h a i r e d  by C o l o n e l  Wadhams 

[ S a n f o r d  H.1 and had  o n e  o t h e r  re t i red M e d i c a l  Corps 

o f f i ce r ,  C o l o n e l  Keller [ W i l l i a m ] .  They had t h e  d e a n  of 
T u l a n e ,  t h e  professor of  s u r g e r y  f rom Wash ing ton  U n i v e r s i t y ,  

t h e  d e a n  of  J o h n s  H o p k i n s ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c i v i l i a n  d o c t o r s  
and  o n e  d e n t i s t  and M r .  C o v i n g t o n  G i l l ,  who was a War 
D e p a r t m e n t  c o n s u l t a n t  and who i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  6 months  had 

b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  c r i t i c a l  of t h e  f a i l u r e s  of t h e  Depar tmen t  of 

Army t o  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  medical p l a n s  to meet m o b i l i z a t i o n .  

T h i s  g r o u p  h e a r d  many m i l i t a r y ,  c i v i l i a n ,  and m e d i c a l  

l e a d e r s .  They f i n a l l y  came u p  a b o u t  t h e  end of November 

w i t h  a r e p o r t ,  and t h e r e  were 95 t h i n g s  t h a t  t h e y  
recommended b e  done .  
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I t  s o o n  became e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  w a n t e d  
t o  g e t  r i d  of t h e  p e r s o n a g e  of Genera l  Nager .  They had a 
c a n d i d a t e  t o  be  t h e  new S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  T h e y  d i d n  t know 

t h a t  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  had a c a n d i d a t e ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  know 
t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  of  War S t i m s o n  had a c a n d i d a t e .  T h e  r e s u l t  
3f a l l  t h i s  was a c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  t o t a l  War Department .  T h a t  i n v o l v e d  t h e  

Army A i r  F o r c e s ,  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  and t h e  Army Ground 

F o r c e s .  When you r e a l i z e  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  were g o i n g  

o n ,  t h e  f r i c t i o n  be tween  t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n  and t h e  Surgeon  

G e n e r a l  was j u s t  o n e  of t h e  numerous a g g r a v a t i o n s .  The Army 

was  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  A r m y  S u r g e o n  General s t a f f .  Of course, 
t h e  r e s u l t  was when G e n e r a l  Magee ' s  time was up i n  e a r l y  

1 9 4 3  G e n e r a l  K i r k  was a p p o i n t e d  t h e  new S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  He 

t o o k  issue w i t h  t h e  Wadhams Committee report, and h e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  a t t a c k e d .  T h i s  is my personal  o p i n i o n .  I t  is 

my impression t h a t  h e  t o o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  

a t t a c k  t h e  Commanding General of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  

b e c a u s e  h e  was a s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r .  So t h e  t h i n g  t o  d o  

was a t t a c k  and t r y  t o  d e s t r o y  and a b s o r b  t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s  

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  The r e s u l t  was t h a t ,  I t h i n k ,  most people 
s t i l l  t o d a y  r eca l l  t h i s  a s  G e n e r a l  K i r k  t r y i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  

G e n e r a l  G r a n t .  V a r i o u s  t h i n g s  happened ,  s u c h  as a War 

Depar tmen t  d i r e c t i v e  s a y i n g  t h a t  a s u r g e o n  c o u l d n ' t  do 

s u r g e r y  i f  h e  were a s s i g n e d  t o  a b u i l d i n g  t h a t  had t h e  words 

" s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l "  on it and h e  was i n  t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s .  

I t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  a b o u t  h i s  personnel, a b o u t  h i s  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  t r a i n i n g ,  a b o u t  h i s  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  I t  was what  
b u i l d i n g  was h e  a s s i g n e d  t o ?  T h i s  t h e n  l e d  t o  wha t  w e  have  

a l r e a d y  d e s c r i b e d  a b o u t  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ' s  g e t t i n g  

i n v o l v e d  p e r s o n a l l y  i n  t h i s  d i f f i c u l t y  and s e n d i n g  D r .  

S t r e c k e r  w i t h  G e n e r a l  G r a n t  and G e n e r a l  K i r k  to England  to  

i n v e s t i g a t e  wha t  had b e e n  r e p o r t e d  a s  t h e  l a c k  of a d e q u a t e  
m e d i c a l  c a r e  of  t h e  a i r m e n  and t h e  a i r c r e w s  of t h e  U n i t e d  
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S t a t e s  Army A i r  Forces a s s i g n e d  i n  E n g l a n d ;  namely ,  t h e  

E i g h t h  A i r  F o r c e .  

I t  w a s  t h e n  w h i l e  t h e y  were g o n e  t h a t  t h e  d e p u t y  c h i e f  of  

s t a f f  t o  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  a s s i g n e d  G e n e r a l  Kenner  f o r  t h e  

Army and myse l f  f o r  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  to w r i t e  a War Depar tmen t  

d i r e c t i v e ,  which  l a t e r  became C i r c u l a r  1 4 0 ,  p r o v i d i n g  

d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  w h a t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  could h a v e ;  namely ,  t h e y  

c o u l d n ' t  have  g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l s ,  b u t  t h e y  could  h a v e  an  Army 

A i r  Forces r e g i o n a l  h o s p i t a l .  They c o u l d  s t a f f  a r e g i o n a l  

h o s p i t a l  to  do a n y t h i n g  t h a t  a g e n e r a l  h o s p i t a l  could  do.  

They  c o u l d  have  c o n v a l e s c e n t  h o s p i t a l s ,  which  could take 
l a r g e  numbers o f  p a t i e n t s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a t i e n t s  back  from 

o v e r s e a s ,  and t h e y  had s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s ,  and t h e y  had a i r  
e v a c  h o s p i t a l s .  W e  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  h a v e  o f f i c i a l  p e r m i s s i o n  

t o  h a v e  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  o v e r s e a s  t h e a t e r s ,  b u t  t h e  A i r  

T r a n s p o r t  Command [ATC] had  h o s p i t a l s  a s s i g n e d  t o  them, and 

t h e y  were s u p p l i e d  and r e e q u i p p e d  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were h a n d l i n g  

p a t i e n t s  moving o n  t h e  A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Command routes 
w o r l d w i d e .  T w e n t i e t h  A i r  F o r c e  had f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  were i n  
named d i s p e n s a r i e s  b u t  were t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of  r e g i o n a l  

h o s p i t a l s  a s  f a r  as t h e i r  s t a f f i n g  was c o n c e r n e d .  I f  t h e  

r e a d e r  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  no t  two men h a v i n g  a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i g h t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t  b u t  r e a l l y  a 

d i f f e r e n c e  of p h i l o s o p h y  i n  which  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  and 

h i s  s t a f f - - i n  t h e  w o r d s  of  G e n e r a l  L u t e s  [ L t  Gen LeRoy] ,  who 

was C h i e f  of S t a f f  of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s ,  "They n e v e r  

u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  Army i n t o  t h r e e  

componen t s .  They n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  ro le  of  t h e  War 
D e p a r t m e n t  G e n e r a l  S t a f f .  They n e v e r  u n d e r s t o o d  how they 

c o u l d  b e  p a r t  of  war p l a n n i n g  and p r e p a r e  t h e  a n n e x e s  f o r  

war p l a n s . "  H e  f e l t  i n  h i s  v a r i o u s  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  
m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  a s s i g n e d  t o  G e n e r a l  Magee were so f i x e d  i n  

t h e i r  ways t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  even  i m a g i n e  how a new 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o u l d  f u n c t i o n .  
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C :  You f e l t  t h a t  was a f a i r  a s s e s s m e n t ?  

M :  Y e s ,  I t h i n k  i t  was. I v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  t h i n k  it was. You 

c a n  a r g u e  t h e  pros o r  cons of a l l  t h e  arguments w e  u sed  t h a t  
t h e  f l i g h t  s u r g e o n  was t h e  o n l y  one who c o u l d  decide w h e t h e r  

a f l i e r  was s i c k  or p s y c h i a t r i c a l l y  i m p a i r e d .  We used  t h e  

f l i g h t  s u r g e o n  as a v e h i c l e  to  g a i n  what  W E  hoped t o  be a 
command d e c i s i o n  i n  which  t h e  A r m y  A i r  Forces had its own 

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  

(End T a p e  1 2 ,  S i d e  1) 

C :  A n o t h e r  q u e s t i o n  t o  be added ,  as a p p r o p r i a t e  to  t h e  

t r a n s c r i p t ,  was concerning y o u r  impressions of t h e  
h i g h - r a n k i n g  N a z i  o f f i c i a l s  you i n t e r r o g a t e d  a t  t h e  end of 

t h e  war. 

M :  U n l e s s  one h a s  b e e n  t h e r e ,  it is  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v i s u a l i z e  
w h a t  happened a t  t h e  end of t h e  war. I am t a l k i n g  a b o u t  

from 1 May 1 9 4 5  onward .  The German G O V e K n m e n t  and German 
l e a d e r s ,  b o t h  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n ,  i f  t h e r e  was s u c h  a 
t h i n g  a s  c i v i l i a n ,  were s c a t t e r e d  over Germany. Some had 
g o n e  up to Emden w h e r e  A d m i r a l  D s n i t z  [ K a r l ]  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  

c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  R e i c h .  Under  H i t l e r  it was t h e  T h i r d  

R e i c h ,  and f o r  maybe 6 d a y s ,  t h e r e  was a F o u r t h  Re ich .  O t h e r s  

l i k e  G c r i n g  had gone t o  B e r c h t e s g a d e n .  O t h e r s  were a c t u a l l y  

i n  B e r l i n  up t o  t h e  t i m e  H i t l e r  commi t t ed  s u i c i d e ,  which I 

t h i n k  was 2 7  or 28 A p r i l .  

C: The  G o e b b e l s  f a m i l y  p r i n c i p a l l y  among them. 

M :  Y e s .  H i m m l e r  [ H e i n r i c h ]  was found near  Hannover ,  and h e  
c o m m i t t e d  s l i i c i d e  by t a k i n g  c y a n i d e  w i t h i n  a n  h o u r  of t h e  

time h e  was c a p t u r e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h .  They began  t o  p u l l  
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t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o g e t h e r ,  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e i r  

a u t h o r i t y ,  i n  two camps, one n e a r  Bad Nauheim, which was 

c a l l e d  D u s t b i n ,  and o n e  i n  Monheim, Luxembourg, a t  a h e a l t h  

resor t .  I t  was c a l l e d  Ashcan .  Monheim was s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  

S u l p h u r  S p r i n g s ,  a b i g  h o t e l ,  g r a c i o u s  g a r d e n s ,  f o u n t a i n s ,  
t h e  waters f o r  c u r e  which  were so p o p u l a r  i n  Europe. They 

moved a combat i n f a n t r y  g r o u p  and an MP [ m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e 1  
u n i t  i n  t h e r e .  They t o o k  o u t  a l l  t h e  windows i n  t h e  h o t e l :  

t h e y  took  ou t  a l l  t h e  mirrors. When a p r i s o n e r  was b r o u g h t  
i n ,  h e  had t o  p u t  h i s  g l a s s e s  o n  a b i g  d i n i n g  room t a b l e  i n  

t h e  main l o b b y ,  and a tape was p u t  down w i t h  h i s  name o n  it. 
T h i s  was w o n d e r f u l  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  b e c a u s e  t h e n  t h e y  knew 

w h o  e lse  was t h e r e .  Everybody had t h e i r  g l a s s e s  l i n e d  up. 

D o n ' t  a sk  me wha t  t h e  Amer icans  t h o u g h t  when t h e y  f i g u r e d  

t h i s  one ou t .  I t  was claimed t h e  p r i s o n e r s  m i g h t  a t t e m p t  

s u i c i d e  by c u t t i n g  a b l o o d  v e s s e l .  

T h i s  whole  h e a l t h  resort  was t h e n  s u r r o u n d e d  by two 
h i g h - w i r e  fences w i t h  enough s p a c e  be tween  them t o  d r i v e  a 
j e e p .  A t  each  corner t h e r e  were t h r e e  t a n k s .  Then o u t s i d e  
t h e r e  was a n o t h e r  r i n g  of t a n k s .  The p r i s o n e r s  a l l  a te  i n  
t h e  same d i n i n g  room, t h e  same food; t h e y  were n o t  a l lowed  

t o  wear t h e i r  i n s i g n i a ,  b u t  t h e y  could wear t h e i r  u n i f o r m s .  

T h e r e  i s n ' t  a n y t h i n g ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  c a u s e s  a p e r s o n  to  
lose c o n f i d e n c e  i n  h i m s e l f  more t h a n  to b e  s u d d e n l y  d e p r i v e d  

o f  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  W e  would see p e o p l e  l i k e  S t r e i c h e r  

[ J u l i u s ] ,  who was t h e  Jew b a i t e r  of t h e  N a z i  P a r t y  f rom 

N s r n b e r g .  H e  would  s t a n d  on t h e  terrace or  o n  t h e  porch, 
a n d  h e  would g i v e  s p e e c h e s .  He would th row u p  h i s  h a n d s  

l i k e  t h e  crowds were c a l l i n g  him. T h e  r e s t  of  them a l l  

s a i d ,  "Well, h e  was c r a z y  when h e  was i n  o f f i c e ,  and h e  is  
c r a z y  now." 

C :  H e  f e l t  it h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  c o n t i n u e  t h a t  role. 
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M :  Yes. GGring was a v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a r a c t e r .  I had known 

G b r i n g  e a r l y  i n  my s t u d e n t  career i n  1 3 3 2  i n  E r l a n g e n ,  and 

t h e n  i n  Mlinich i n  1 9 3 6 ,  I had g o t t e n  p e r m i s s i o n  f rom G E r i n g  
t o  d o  m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  u t i l i z i n g  a n i m a l s .  I had known h i m  

e a r l y  o n  a s  a t y p i c a l  f i g h t e r  p i l o t ,  c a v a l r y  t y p e ,  h a i l -  

f e l l o w - w e i l - m e t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  is  w o n d e r f u l  t o d a y ,  tomorrow w i l l  

t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t s e l f .  A s  you may r e c a l l ,  when h e  came to  
power ,  h e  b u i l t  a memor ia l  home c a l l e d  K a r i n h a l l  f o r  h i s  

Swed i sh  w i f e .  He robbed  F r a n c e  and I t a l y  of a l l  

t y p e s  of  a r t  t reasures .  H e  had some of  them i n  h i s  l a v i s h  

homes i n  P r u s s i a  and a l so  down i n  B e r c h t e s g a d e n  i n  Bavar ia .  
B u t  h e  a lso had some mines  i n  wh ich  w e  found t r g c k l o a d  a f t e r  

t r u c k l o a d  of a r t  o b j e c t s ,  which he and h i s  s t a f f  j u s t  
a p p a r e n t l y  g a t h e r e d  t o  b e  d o i n g  someth ing .  They d i d n ' t  

d i s p l a y  them. They were v e r y  c a r e f u l  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any 

moisture  i n  t h e  mine .  H e  used  t h e  b e s t  min ing  e n g i n e e r s  t o  

p r o v i d e  t h e s e  h ideaway  p l a c e s .  He was g r e a t l y  o v e r w e i g h t ,  

and h e  a r r i v e d  a t  Ashcan  w i t h  an a i d e ,  a major, and w i t h  an 

o r d e r l y ,  who was a s e r g e a n t .  The s e r g e a n t  was c a r r y i n g  h i s  

m e d i c a l  c a s e .  T h a t  m e d i c a l  c a s e  had s e v e n  u p r i g h t  a r e a s ,  

and i n  e a c h  o n e  o f  t h e  s e v e n  compar tmen t s ,  t h e r e  was a 
l i t t l e  d r a w e r  f o r  e a c h  h o u r  of the 2 4 ,  b e a u t i f u l l y  made, 

i n l a i d ,  and i n  these were t h e  m e d i c i n e s  t h a t  h e  was supposed  

t o  take,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  of an a d d i c t i v e  form.  W i t h i n  3 

d a y s  of t h e  t i m e  h e  came t o  A s h c a n ,  t h e y  had s t a r t e d  to  wean 

him off h i s  m e d i c a t i o n s .  The  f u r t h e r  h e  p r o c e e d e d  on 

t h e r a p y ,  t h e  b e t t e r  h e  was, t h e  clearer h e  Was, t h e  more 
p o s i t i v e  h e  w a s ,  t h e  more h e  emphas ized  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was 

a German, t h a t  h e  was a P r u s s i a n  Army o f f i c e r  i n  World War 
I ,  t h a t  h e  had t h e  h i g h e s t  d e c o r a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  K a i s e r  c o u l d  

g i v e .  He was a b u s i v e  i n  h i s  comments i n  q u e s t i o n i n g  of some 
o f  h i s  top s t a f f  ofl'icers i n  t h e  L u f t w a f f e .  
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C :  Did h e  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  M i l c h  [ F i e l d  Marsha l  

E r h a r d  1 ? 

M :  Yes. H e  made t h e  statement to  one o f  t h e  Amer ican  

in te r roga tors  t h a t  M i l c h  was h a l f  J e w  so why s h o u l d  t h e y  

b l ame  m e  f o r  w h a t  happened  t o  t h e  Jews I p r o t e c t e d ?  I t  

seems t h a t  M i l c h  d i d  h a v e  a g r a n d m o t h e r  t h a t  was h a l f  

J e w i s h .  R i c h t o f e n  [Wolfram vonl and  some o f  t h e  o t h e r s  t h a t  

h e  t a l k e d  a b o u t  were j u s t  amateurs compared w i t h  w h a t  h e  

d i d .  Remember h i s  r e a l  power was M i n i s t e r  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
R e i c h s t a g .  H e  was a l so  M i n i s t e r  P r e s i d e n t  of P r u s s i a ,  which 

is  a much h i g h e r  t i t l e  t h a n  a g o v e r n o r  o f  o n e  of our s t a t e s ,  
b u t  i t  f u n c t i o n s  as t h e  same t h i n g .  P r u s s i a  w a s  a much more 
o r g a n i z e d  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h a n  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  German s t a t e s ,  
l i k e  Bavaria  or Saxony  o r  Wurtemburg. When h e  was b r o u g h t  

i n  t o  m e  f o r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  and I had  p l a n n e d  a 2-day 

s e s s ion ,  h e  came in- -he  was i n  h i s  f i e l d  m a r s h a l  u n i f o r m  3f 

t h e  L u f t w a f f e .  

C :  I t  was a l i g h t - b l u e  u n i f o r m ,  I b e l i e v e .  

M :  L i g h t  b l u e  w i t h  w h i t e  f a c i n g s  and l a r g e  w h i t e  s t r i p e s  down 

t h e  o u t s i d e  pant  leg .  H e  was b r o u g h t  i n  by t h e  g u a r d s .  I 

h a d  a n  American se rgean t  w i t h  m e  who was s u p p o s e d  t o  act  as 
my i n t e r p r e t e r .  I was wear ing  no i n s i g n i a  o f  any k i n d .  I 

h a d  o n  wool k h a k i  m i l i t a r y  s h i r t  and t rousers .  H e  came i n  

t h e  d o o r  and s t o p p e d  i n  f r o n t  o f  my d e s k .  T h e  s e r g e a n t  s a i d  

t o  h im,  "The p r i s o n e r  w i l l  g i v e  h i s  name, r ank ,  s e r i a l  
number ,  and t h e  l a s t  p o s i t i o n  h e  h e l d  o n  a c t i v e  d u t y . "  

Gbr ing  drew h i m s e l f  u p ,  l o o k e d  a t  me and s a i d  i n  German, 

"Doctor, t h e  l a s t  time you and I m e t ,  w e  d i d n ' t  need  an 
i n t e r p r e t e r .  D o  w e  r e a l l y  need an i n t e r p r e t e r  t o d a y ? "  W e l l ,  

my c o v e r  was b lown.  My sergeant  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  I had had 

a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  Germany i n  t h e  period 1 9 3 2  t o  1538 when 
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I was t h e r e  i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  H e  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  I knew 
G'br ing;  h e  d i d n ' t  know t h a t  I knew s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  o the r  

p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  w e  were g o i n g  t o  have .  W e  had M r .  GZrinq s i t  
down, and t h e  t w o  of u s  w i t h d r e w .  I e x p l a i n e d  t o  him t h a t  

h e  c o u l d  s i t  i n  on  it b u t  h e  w o u l d n ' t  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n s ,  I 

would  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  H e  s a i d  t o  me, " Y o u  know, Colonel, 
I am worried a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g .  I meant  to  t e l l  you. All 
t h e s e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  rooms a re  w i r e d ,  and we h a v e  t h e  f e e l i n g  

t h a t  someway t h e  R u s s i a n  and F r e n c h  i n t e r r o g a t o r s  h a v e  
compromised  s e v e r a l  of our i n t e r r o g a t i o n  rooms; I t h i n k  t h i s  

one is compromised.  I t h i n k  you would d o  b e t t e r  t o  t a k e  him 

o u t  i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n  and s i t  i n  f r o n t  o f  m e  of t h e  

f o u n t a i n s ,  because to  t h e  b e s t  o f  my knowledge ,  t h e r e  is  no 

way to p i c k  up a v o i c e  w i t h  f a l l i n g  water i n  t h e  

b a c k g r o u n d . "  Well, t h a t  w a s  g r e a t  w i t h  me. 

We t o o k  him o u t ,  and h e  and I s a t  t h e r e  i n  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  
c h a i r s  and w e  t a l k e d .  Very  l i t t l e  d i r e c t  q u e s t i o n i n g  as I 

h a v e  s a i d .  W e  were t a u g h t  n o t  t o  a s k  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  

b e  answered  by a y e s  or no. I t r i e d  my l e v e l  b e s t  t o  g e t  
h im t o  t a l k  a b o u t  w h a t  h e  would 30 i f  h e  were t o  be  i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  s u c h  as h e  had  h e l d  b e f o r e  or had  a n t i c i p a t e d  h e  

wou ld  h o l d  as t h e  successor t o  Hi t le r .  What were h i s  

p l a n s ?  I t  was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  we found  ou t  t h r o u g h  b o t h  

G z r i n g  and Speer t h e r e  was a very d e f i n i t e  p l a n  for postwar 
Germany. We f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  D r .  Karl B r a n d t  was p l a n n i n g  new 
h o s p i t a l s  and new m e d i c a l  f a c u l t i e s  t o  meet t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  
bombed o u t  areas.  We found  t h a t  h o u s i n g  programs were wel l  
a l o n g  and d e v e l o p e d .  
w h a t  h e  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  German would do, w e  had no  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  h a v i n g  a f low of c o n v e r s a t i o n .  My s e r g e a n t  was t a k i n g  a 

l o t  of t h i s  down i n  s h o r t h a n d ,  and I was making n o t a t i o n s .  

W e  b r o k e  e v e r y  h o u r ,  and I would h a v e  t h e  g u a r d s  t a k e  o u r  

p r i sone r s  t o  t h e  t o i l e t ;  I would go t o  t h e  t o i l e t s .  We 

As l o n g  a s  Ggr ing  was t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
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o f f e r e d  t h e m  c o f f e e  o r  tea.  G a r i n g  would n o t  d r i n k  f rom t h e  

CUP OE t e a  t h a t  was b r o u g h t  t o  him or  t h e  cup of c o f f e e  

u n t i l  I t o o k  t h e  cup t h a t  h e  had and p u t  i t  o v e r  a t  my p l a c e  

and  p u t  mine  i n  f r o n t  o f  him. Then  h e  would d r i n k .  He was 
v e r y  s u s p i c i o u s .  H e  was extremely p o s i t i v e  t h a t  w e  were 
g o i n g  t o  f i g h t  R u s s i a .  I t  came out  d i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y  

o v e r  2 d a y s  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g .  I would say t h a t  by t h e  time h e  

h a d  b e e n  o f f  d r u g s  f o r  almost 1 5  d a y s ,  h e  was v e r y  c o h e r e n t  

a b o u t  what  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  were g o i n g  t o  b e  i n  t h e  

f u t u r e .  

When w e  t a l k e d  t o  him a b o u t  t h e  members o f  w h a t  we Amer icans  

c a l l e d  t h e  N a z i  P a r t y ,  which was t h e  H i t l e r  P a r t y ,  h e  had 

v e r y  l i t t l e  respect f o r  them. I had b e e n  r e q u e s t e d  n o t  to  
a s k  him a b o u t  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  R8hn and t h e  o t h e r s  i n  1934 

b e c a u s e  t h e  i n t e r roga to r s  t h a t  were coming i n  t o  f i n d  o u t  
w h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  d o  a b o u t  t h e  N k n b e r g  t r i a l s  d i d  n o t  want  
t h a t  s u b j e c t  d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  m e d i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  and I t h o u g h t  

t h a t  was a r e a s o n a b l e  answer .  H e  was p o l i t e .  I a s k e d  him 

i f  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  t h a t  I c o u l d  d o  f o r  him. T h a t  was o n e  

o f  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e s e  people had  

n o t  had any t e l e p h o n e  c o n t a c t  or  p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s .  H e  t o l d  m e  w h e r e  I would f i n d  Mrs. G&ing,  and h e  

s a i d  i f  I would b e  so good as to  j u s t  t e l l  h e r  t h a t  h e  was 
a l i v e ,  t h a t  h e  was s t i l l  a good G e r m a n ,  and nobody would 

e v e r  c h a n g e  him f rom t h a t ,  why, h e  would be  a p p r e c i a t i v e .  I 

a s s u r e d  him w e  would  t r y  our bes t  t o  f i n d  h e r  and i f  w e  d i d  

we would see t h a t  s h e  go t  t h e  message, wh ich  w e ,  
i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  d i d .  W e  d i d  t h a t  w i t h  many of o u r  p r i s o n e r s ,  

b o t h  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l .  So much f o r  Ggr ing .  

R i b b e n t r o p ,  who was t h e  F o r e i g n  Minis te r ,  was a r r o g a n t  to  
t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  I c o n c l u d e d  f rom my d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  him t h a t  

h e  was i n t e n s e l y  a f r a i d .  H e  b r o u g h t  o u t  s e v e r a l  times t h a t  
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M u s s o l i n i  had h i s  son- in- law,  C i a n o  [Count  G a l e a z z o ] ,  

e x e c u t e d .  I t h o u g h t  h e  had g r e a t  f e a r .  H e  was t o  be 

i n t e r v i e w e d  by t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  and h e  t r ied  t o  f i n d  o u t  from 
m e  what  t h e  R u s s i a n s  would do; w o u l d  t h e y  be a l lowed to 
t o r t u r e  him? He was t h e  o n l y  German p r i s o n e r  t h a t  ment ioned  

t h a t ,  t h a t  h e  expected t h e  R u s s i a n s  to t r y  t o  to r tu re  him.  

Would t h e  E n g l i s h  and t h e  Amer icans  allow t h a t  to happen?  

T h e  R u s s i a n s  d i d  n o t  i n t e r r o g a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  day .  They l i k e d  
t o  i n t e r r o g a t e  f rom a b o u t  6 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  u n t i l  

m i d n i g h t .  Then  t h e y  wanted  t o  h a v e  a f u l l  d i n n e r  s e r v e d  f o r  

them, and t h e y  wanted  company, and they t h o u g h t  we s h o u l d  

p r o v i d e  Amer ican  women o f f i c e r s  t o  d a n c e  w i t h  them, to  d r i n k  

w i t h  them,  to  eat  w i t h  them,  and t h e y  t h o u g h t  people l i k e  

m y s e l f  s h o u l d  s t a y  up and h a v e  d i n n e r .  I d i d n ' t ,  and t h i s  

was v e r y  impoli te .  The  t h i n g  t h a t  i n t e re s t ed  m e  mst was 
t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  would a s k  e v e r y  o n e  o f  my p r i s o n e r s  who I 

was. Had t h e y  known m e  b e f o r e ?  What q u e s t i o n s  was I 

a s k i n g ?  S e v e r a l  times t h e  p r i s o n e r s  d i d  n o t  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  
a b o u t  what  I was a s k i n g ,  and t h e  R u s s i a n s  s a i d ,  "We know 

w h a t  h e  s a i d ;  we know what  you were asked." I t  g a v e  you 
i n s i g h t  i n t o  w h a t  we were d e a l i n g  w i t h  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s .  

I n  t h e  p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  we f o u n d  t h e  R u s s i a n s  t n o u g h t  

t h e  i d e a  of t h e  t r i a l s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a t  Ni i rnberg  a year 
l a t e r  were so much p r o p a g a n d a  f o r  t h e  Amer icans  and t h a t  

t h e y  had n o  meaning .  T h e  B r i t i s h  were n o t  too e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  

a n d  t h e  F r e n c h  were n o t  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a t  a l l  about wha t  would 

h a p p e n  o u t  of t h e  N z r n b e r g  t r i a l s  or t r i a l s  of t h a t  t y p e .  

I had G e n e r a l  S c h r o e d e r ,  t h e  s e n i o r  medical o f f i c e r  of  t h e  

L u f t w a f f e ,  who was a l so  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  German Red Cross  
and  who had s t u d i e d  and t a k e n  h i s  PhD a t  wha t  was t h e n  

W e s t e r n  R e s e r v e  Medical F a c u l t y  i n  t h e  1930s .  He was a 
c h a r m i n g  g e n t l e m a n ,  a v e r y  t a l e n t e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  man. He 
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was  v e r y  ashamed to a d m i t  any knowledge  of  t h e  cold w a t e r  

e x p e r i m e n t s  i n  which  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp p e o p l e  were u s e d  a s  

a n i m a l  e x p e r i m e n t s .  H e  d i d  a d m i t  t h a t  t h e y  had s e n t  a 
message  t o  t h e  S S  doctors a t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps t h a t  

t h e y  would l i k e  t o  know how l o n g  a f l i e r  c o u l d  b e  i n  t h e  

w a t e r  b e f o r e  h e  became u n c o n s c i o u s  d u e  to  c o l d .  And y e s  t h e y  
d i d  t a k e  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  and p u t  it i n t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  f l o t a t i o n  j a c k e t s  t o  keep  t h e  head and t h e  b a s e  of 

t h e  neck  o u t  of  t h e  water. T h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e  had g o t t e n  

t h r o u g h  o t h e r  sources  and was used o u t  a t  t h e  c l o t h i n g  and  

e q u i p m e n t  l ab  a t  W r i g h t - P a t  d u r i n g  t h e  war t o  d e s i g n  o u r  own 

f l o t a t i o n  c o l l a r s .  

H a n d l o s e r  [Gen S i e g f r i e d ] ,  who was t h e  s e n i o r  medical 
o f f i c e r  of t h e  German Army, was a v e r y  c o r r e c t  65 -yea r -o ld  

P r u s s i a n  o f f i c e r .  He a s k e d  i f  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  h i s  monocle  

w h i l e  w e  were i n t e r r o g a t i n g  him. I s a i d ,  " C e r t a i n l y  you c a n  

h a v e  y o u r  m o n o c l e . "  I t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  When h e  g o t  

h i s  monocle  and h e  c o u l d  see and he had a p e n c i l  and p a p e r  

and c o u l d  w r i t e  t h i n g s  down, h e  became much more c o o p e r a t i v e  

and  r e a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g .  

A d m i r a l  D s n i t z  w a s  a n o t h e r  t y p i c a l  P r u s s i a n  o f f i c e r  of t h e  

Navy. H e  was gracious,  correct, always e m p h a s i z i n g  t h a t  h e  

was a German n o t  a N a z i ,  t h a t  h e  was n o t  a member o f  t h e  

p a r t y ,  b u t  y e s  h e  d i d  g o  to p a r t y  f u n c t i o n s ,  and y e s  t h e  
par ty  had made i t  possible to r e b u i l d  t h e  German Navy and 

t h e  German S u b m a r i n e  Corps. On m e d i c a l  m a t t e r s  h e  a l m o s t  

i n v a r i a b l y ,  even  w i t h  r e g a r d  to s u b m a r i n e s ,  r e f e r r e d  t h a t  t o  

h i s  c h i e f  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r .  He s a i d ,  " H e  is  s o m e p l a c e  i n  

camp."  And h e  was. We had him up a t  D u s t b i n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  

A s h c a n ,  and h e  d i d  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a l o t  of i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  

we wanted  a b o u t  t h e  p r e s s u r i z a t i o n  i n  s u b m a r i n e s .  
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K a r l  B r a n d t ,  who was t h e  s e n i o r  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  of  a l l  
Germany, h e l d  h i s  commiss ion  i n  t h e  SS. When I had  been a 

s t u d e n t  i n  Munich,  h e  had been a n  a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r  of 
s u r g e r y  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  hand s u r g e r y .  H e  was v e r y ,  v e r y  

t a l e n t e d .  I wa tched  h i m  o p e r a t e  many times. H e  l e f t  Munich 

and went  t o  E s s e n  w h e r e  h e  became c h i e f  of s u r g e r y  i n  the 

big h o s p i t a l  f o r  m i n e  w o r k e r s .  D u r i n g  1933 ,  h e  became 

engaged  t o  a young woman, who l a t e r  became h i s  w i f e ,  and s h e  

was  a champion German s w i m m e r ,  h e l d  a l l  t h e  German r e c o r d s  

i n  swimming. S h e  was i n v i t e d  t o  30 to Hi t l e r ' s  home i n  
B e r c h t e s g a d e n  for  t e a .  S h e  a s k e d  i f  s h e  c o u l d  b r i n g  h e r  

f i a n c e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were o n  a v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e  B a v a r i a n  Alps .  

They w e n t  t o  t e a ,  and w h i l e  t hey  were a t  tea ,  a message  came 

i n  to Mr. Hi t l e r  s a y i n g  t h a t  h i s  a d j u t a n t  and bodyguard ,  

L i e u t e n a n t  B r c c k n e r  [ W i l h e l m l ,  o f  t h e  SS had b e e n  i n  a 

serious a c c i d e n t  a t  a n e a r b y  town c a l l e d  T r a u n s t e i n  and t h e y  
d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  him t o  l i v e ;  t h e r e  was no q u a l i f i e d  s u r g e o n  

t h e r e  t o  t a k e  care of h i m ,  what  s h o u l d  t h e y  d o ?  B r a n d t  s a i d  

t o  Mr. Hi t le r ,  "I would b e  v e r y  happy to 90 and see i f  t he re  
is a n y t h i n g  I can d o . "  H e  d i d ,  and h e  o p e r a t e d  on B r k k n e r  

and  s a v e d  h i s  l i f e .  Mr. H i t l e r  and B r z c k n e r  and a l l  t h e  

o thers  were ve ry  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of t h i s .  They d e c i d e d  t h a t  

when Hitler t r a v e l e d  i n  h i s  special  t r a i n ,  or a i r p l a n e  a s  

t h e  case m i g h t  b e ,  b u t  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  t r a i n ,  h e  needed t o  
h a v e  a p e r s o n a l  p h y s i c i a n ,  wha t  t h e  Germans c a l l e d  a 
B e g l e i t a r t z ,  The  o n l y  way t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  do t h i s  was t o  
g i v e  h i m  r ank  i n  t h e  S S .  B r a n d t  was n o t  a member of t h e  

p a r t y  a t  t h i s  time. H e  c o u n t e r p r o p o s e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  w i l l i n g  

t o  become Hi t le r ' s  p h y s i c i a n ,  b u t  h e  d i d n ' t  want to s i t  
a r o u n d  and do n o t h i n g .  So h i s  roommate i n  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  

was a lso i n  t h e  Hamburg a r e a ,  and t h e y  had a t h i r d  one--and 

I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e i r  names r i g h t  now. They were a l l  good 

s u r g e o n s  and a l l  s p e c i a l i s t s .  They made t h e  ag reemen t  t h a t  

when Hi t le r  l e f t  B e r l i n ,  f o r  example ,  t o  go t o  Co logne  one 
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of t h e s e  d o c t o r s  would g o  w i t h  him and when h e  go t  t h e r e  t h e  
o t h e r  d o c t o r  would go o n  t o  maybe Munich. So o n e  o f  t h e  

t h r e e  w a s  a l w a y s  w i t h  him. They advanced  i n  t h e  SS. They 
t o o k  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  because t h e y  were i n  w h a t  w a s  

c a l l e d  t h e  Waf fen  SS, and t h e y  came u p  t h e  l a d d e r  r a t h e r  

r a p i d l y  f rom t h a t  p o s i t i o n  n e x t  to  Hi t le r  e v e n  b e f o r e  t h e  

w a r  s ta r ted .  On t h e  way i n t o  V i e n n a ,  B r a n d t  was w i t h  

H i t l e r .  I t  was v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  h e a r  h i m  t e l l  a b o u t  t h e  

m e c h a n i c a l  b reakdowns  and how t h e  Germans wen t  i n t o  V i e n n a  
w i t h  a very ,  v e r y  small  u n i t  of  armed f o r c e s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  

armed f o r c e s  c o u l d n ' t  k e e p  u p  w i t h  t h e  movement. 

C :  The  t a n k s  were b r e a k i n g  down a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  t o  Vienna .  

M :  Yes. H e  a l so  t o l d  m e  t h a t  when t h e y  wen t  i n t o  V i e n n a  and 

l a t e r  when t h e y  w e n t  i n t o  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  t h e y  had no m e d i c a l  

s u p p l i e s  and t h e y  had t o  go i n t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  d r u g s t o r e s  to  
g e t  m e d i c a l  suppl ies .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  e v e n  h a v e  

m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s  f o r  Hi t le r ' s  t r a i n  a t  t h a t  time. By  t h e  

t ime t h e y  w e n t  i n t o  P o l a n d ,  t h o u g h ,  t h a t  had  a l l  changed .  

(End T a p e  1 2 ,  S i d e  2 )  

M :  W e  were t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  General B r a n d t ,  w h o  

was t h e  top m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r  of a l l  Germany and a Waffen  S S  

g e n e r a l .  I n  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  campa igns  i n  P o l a n d ,  h e  f e l t  

t h e  Germans had l e a r n e d  f rom t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  go ing  i n t o  
V i e n n a ,  g o i n g  i n t o  P r a g u e ,  and t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  

S p a n i s h  War. H e  had b e e n  i n  S p a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  S p a n i s h  War. 

H e  and I t a l k e d  a t  some l e n g t h  a b o u t  t h e  a i r  e v a c u a t i o n  of 

m i l i t a r y  p a t i e n t s  f rom S p a i n  to  Germany, and h e  remembered 

d i s t i n c t l y - - a t  l e a s t  h e  s a i d  h e  did--my a s s i g n m e n t  t o  t h e  

s u r g i c a l  w a r d s  w h e r e  t h e s e  p a t i e n t s  came i n  t o  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l  i n  Munich. I a s k e d  him a b o u t  R u s s i a  
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p a r t i c u l a r l y .  H e  s a i d ,  " T h e  one  t h i n g  is, d o n ' t  

u n d e r e s t i m a t e  them, T h e i r  equ ipmen t  is a b o u t  t h e  same s t y l e  
as  you would h a v e  f o u n d  h e r e  in Germany i n  1903 ,  1908. 
T h e i r  X-ray t u b e s  on  t h e i r  X-ray mach ines  are  exposed ;  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  o p e r a t o r  of  t h e  machine  is exposed  t o  
r a d i a t i o n .  B u t  you w i l l  f i n d  t h e i r  X-ray p l a t e s  a r e  a s  good 

i n  d e t a i l  as a n y t h i n g  we have .  W e  found no new d rugs  of any 

k i n d  i n  any o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  h o s p i t a l s ,  m i l i t a r y  or  c i v i l i a n ,  
t h a t  we o v e r r a n . "  H e  s t r e s s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  h e  

t h o u g h t  one s h o u l d  r e s p e c t  them one s h o u l d n ' t  € e a r  them t h e  

way t h e  G e r m a n s  a t  home d i d .  H e  s a i d ,  " T h e  other t h i n g  is, 
d o n ' t  e v e r  t r u s t  them, w h e t h e r  t h e y  are d o c t o r s  or w h e t h e r  

t h e y  a r e  s c i e n t i s t s  or w h e t h e r  t h e y  are m i l i t a r y  p e o p l e .  

They  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h e  same a t t i t u d e  toward  wha t  is t r u t h  and 

w h a t  i s n ' t  t r u t h  t h a t  t h e  Anglo-Saxon h a s .  " W e  c o n c l u d e d  

t h e n  by h a v i n g  him take a t y p e w r i t e r  to  h i s  room, and h e  

t y p e d  up some 95 pages of p l a n s  of how to r e o r g a n i z e  German 

m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and sectors a f t e r  t h e  war, He s e n t  me to  
two a r c h i t e c t s  i n  Hamburg who had the a c t u a l  p l a n n i n g  and 

d e s i g n  p a p e r s .  I w e n t  to see h i s  wife. They had no 
c h i l d r e n .  A s  a matter of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  I t a l k e d  to  h e r  

a b o u t  t h e i r  dog .  He had t o l d  me c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  t h a t  o n l y  h e  

a n d  h i s  wi fe  knew a b o u t  t h e  dog. T h i s  was t h e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h e r  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  I a s k e d  of h e r  s h e  was 

t o  t r y  t o  h e l p  m e  f i n d ,  and s h e  d i d .  S h e  l e d  m e  to s e v e r a l  

places and to  several  p e o p l e  t h a t  I wanted l a t e r  to  
i n t e r r o g a t e .  I f e l t  my in te rv iew w i t h  Karl B r a n d t  was 
p e r h a p s  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  of all my i n t e r r o g a t i o n s .  I t  was 
s o u n d ;  i t  l a s t e d  q u i t e  somet ime,  and I g a v e  him t y p e w r i t e r  

and p a p e r  and g o t  t h e  commandant 's  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  h i m  t o  

work a t  n i g h t  p u t t i n g  t h i s  together i n  his own words.  

A g a i n ,  t h e  same t h i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  had t a u g h t  me, g e t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r  who h a s  b e e n  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  person t o  again have  

some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  and h e  w i l l  g i v e  you a l o t  of 
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  you would never g e t  by q u e s t i o n i n g .  
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One e v e n i n g  I came back t o  my q u a r t e r s ,  and I found  two 
R u s s i a n  female d o c t o r s  i n  my room. I a s k e d  them i n  German 
w h a t  t h e  h e l l  t h e y  were d o i n g  i n  my q u a r t e r s ,  and t h e y  s a i d  

t h e y  were h a v i n g  m e n s t r u a l  c r a m p s  and t h e y  were s u r e  t h a t  I 

a s  a doctor w o u l d  h a v e  m e d i c i n e .  I s a i d ,  "What makes you 

t h i n k  I am a d o c t o r ? "  "Oh, we h a v e  g o t t e n  t h a t  f rom t h e  

German p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  you h a v e  b e e n  t a l k i n g  to. W e  know a l l  
about you." I s a i d ,  " T h a t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Did t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

a c t u a l l y  t e l l  you who I was and wha t  I was?"  "Oh, w e  know 

you a re  a l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l .  We know t h a t  you a r e  a n  

American doctor. W e  t h i n k  i t  would be v e r y  n i c e  i f  you 

j o i n e d  u s  t h i s  e v e n i n g  f o r  d i n n e r ,  and maybe w e  could  d o  
s o m e t h i n g  a f t e r . "  I h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  p r o p o s i t i o n e d  q u i t e  so 
o p e n l y  by people i n  u n i f o r m .  A t  any  r a t e  i t  bore o u t  more 
t h a n  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  my f e e l i n g  t h a t  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  

R u s s i a n s  you had  to  take y o u r  p o s i t i o n  and n o t  compromise i n  
a n y  way b e c a u s e  any  k i n d  of a compromise t h e y  c o u l d  work 

w i t h  you t h e y  would e x p l o i t .  

W e  had  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s .  I h a d  S c h a c h t  [H ja lmar l ,  t h e  

M i n i s t e r  of F i n a n c e ,  a t  my h e a d q u a r t e r s  down on  L a k e  

S t a r n b e r g .  I had  P a s t o r  Niemoller [ M a r t i n ] ,  who was t h e  

P r o t e s t a n t  c l e r g y m a n  who opposed Hit ler  i n  B e r l i n  b e f o r e  t h e  

war began  as w e l l  a s  a f t e r  t h e  war. We had  a w o n d e r f u l  

o p p o r t u n i t y  to  explore  w i t h  t h e s e  people i n  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e  
w h a t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  and w h a t  had  happened  to mislead a n  e n t i r e  

n a t i o n  i n t o  w h a t  seemed t o  be a r e c o g n i z a b l e  d i s a s t e r  b e f o r e  

i t  happened .  S e v e r a l  t h i n g s  were s a i d ;  namely ,  " M r .  Hi t ler  

s o l v e d  unemployment .  H e  g a v e  u s  t h e  a u t o b a h n .  W e  had a 

r e t u r n  to r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  Our m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  were a g a i n  

r e c o g n i z e d .  I t  was a n  h o n o r  t o  be  a member of t h e  

m i l i t a r y . "  I s a i d ,  " B u t  w h a t  a b o u t  a l l  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  

s ides? How d o  you j u s t i f y  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps?" I n  

d i s c u s s i n g  it w i t h  them,  t h e y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
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camps were f a c t o r i e s .  T h e  only way a pr isoner  i n  a 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp a t  t h e  lower leve l - - there  were f i v e  
c l a s s e s  of p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp--the o n l y  way 

h e  c o u l d  e a t  was t o  go to work. I f  h e  g o t  s i c k  and c o u l d n ' t  

90 t o  work ,  h e  s t a r v e d  to  d e a t h  or became so d e b i l i t a t e d  
t h a t  h e  d i e d .  The  i n m a t e s  were a means by which t h e y  c o u l d  

s o l v e  t h e i r  need f o r  w o r k e r s .  They u t i l i z e d  s l ave  l a b o r - -  

F r e n c h .  R u s s i a n ,  P o l i s h ,  and t h e n  when t h e y  c o u l d  n e  l o n g e r  

s u p p l y  f o o d  and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t ,  t h e  f i r s t  p e o p l e  to be  c u t  
o f f  were t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  s h o u l d  h a v e  been  f e d  a t  the  
f a c t o r i e s .  The f a c t o r i e s  were s h u t  down b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was 

n o  way t o  g e t  raw material i n .  I t  was a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

a p p r o a c h  t o  a h o r r i b l e  s i t u a t i o n .  I f  you saw t h e  end result 
of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps b e i n g  r e l e a s e d ,  

i t  w a s n ' t  h a r d  to v i s u a l i z e  how t h i s  came a b o u t  and what  

happened  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  system. T h i s  d o e s n ' t  excuse t h e  

p o l i c y  t h e y  had of e x t e r m i n a t i n g  Jews. The  Jews were o n l y  a 

par t  of t h e  concent ra t ion  camps. Niemoller had  been  22 

weeks  i n  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp. S c h a c h t  had b e e n  i n  a 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp for 14 d a y s .  They had no c o n t a c t  w i t h  

t h e  f a c t o r y  G r  w i t h  t h e  Jews or w i t h  t h e  c r imina l  element. 
I t a l k e d  w i t h  some o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  had b e e n  a t  Dachau,  

which  is o u t s i d e  Munich. They bad separate quarters ,  and 

t h e y  had no contact w i t h  t h e  mass of prisoners t h a t  were i n  
t h e  lower t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s .  I t  is h a r d  to  b e  o b j e c t i v e .  W e  

a re  t a l k i n g  30-odd y e a r s  a f t e r  the f a c t .  I t ' s  h a r d  t o  come 
u p  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  a n s w e r s  of what  m o t i v a t e d  t h i s  sort of 
b e h a v i o r  on t h e  p a r t  of p e o p l e  ijho went t o  c h u r c h  e v e r y  

S u n d a y ,  as p a r t  of t h e i r  f m i l y  l i f e .  I t  is  t rue  t h a t  t h e  

S S ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Waffen  SS, d i d  n o t  go t o  c h u r c h .  

Y e t  I was t h e  b e s t  man i n  1937 a t  t h e  wedding  of a R e s e r v e  

SS o f f i c e r ,  and t h e  o t h e r  a t t e n d a n t s  were a l l  i n  
b l a c k  u n i f o r m .  I t  was a C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  and i t  b e l o n g e d  to  
t h e  b r i d e g r o o m  as p a r t  o f  h i s  c a s t l e .  T h e  Ca tho l i c s  a l l o w e d  

2 20 



ME I L I N G  

t h e  wedding  and t h e n  r e c o n s e c r a t e d  t h e  a l t a r  and c h u r c h  when 
i t  was a l l  over.  As b e s t  man I was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p r i e s t  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The  b r i d e  g a v e  a 
s i z a b l e  f i n a n c i a l  g i f t  to  t h e  C a t h o l i c  n u n s  who r a n  t h e  day  

c a r e  cen te r  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  f o r  t h e  women who w e n t  o u t  and 

worked  i n  t h e  f i e l d s .  I a r r a n g e d  a l l  o f  t h a t .  The  C a t h o l i c  

p a r i s h i o n e r s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l l  t u r n e d  o u t  f o r  t h e  wedding .  

I t  was a h i g h  p o i n t  and a r e g u l a r  p a r a d e ,  i f  you w i l l .  We 

c i v i l i a n s  were i n  f r o c k  coats and striped trousers and so 
f o r t h .  

So i n  t r y i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  them, sometimes w e  go t  a l i t t l e  
b i t  a s t r a y  from w h a t  t h e y  had  c o n t r i b u t e d  i n  a i r  e v a c u a t i o n .  

They  t o l d  a b o u t  t h e  e v a c u a t i o n  of p a t i e n t s  by t h e  R u s s i a n s .  
L a t e r  Gene ra l  E i s e n h o w e r  was t o  t e l l  me a b o u t  h i s  experience 
w i t h  Zhukov [ M a r s h a l  Georgi K.] when h e  demanded t h a t  Zhukov 

t u r n  o v e r  A m e r i c a n  p r i soners  to  t h e  American f o r c e s .  Zhukov 

s a i d  t o  him t h r o u g h  an i n t e r p r e t e r ,  "We d o n ' t  k e e p  t r a c k  of 
anybody u n t i l  t h e y  g e t  t o  b e  a major. I f  a s o l d i e r  d o e s n ' t  
h a v e  h i s  paybook ,  h e  c a n ' t  g e t  p a i d .  A s o l d i e r  who is a 
p r i sone r  is  o f  no  v a l u e  t o  you. Why are you so i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  g e t t i n g  your prisoners o f  war b a c k ?  Why d o n ' t  you j u s t  

f o r g e t  them?" E i s e n h o w e r  s a i d ,  "I r e a l l y  r e a l i z e d  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  time t h a t  t h e i r  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  l i f e  was so d i f f e r e n t  

from ours  t h a t  i t  p r o b a b l y  would never  be possible  t o  c a r r y  

o n  normal r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s .  " T h i s  was a 

g r e a t  c h a n g e  f rom when h e  saw t h e  R u s s i a n s  as ou r  best  a l l y ,  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  k e p t  a f r o n t  g o i n g .  

T h a t ' s  a b o u t  a l l  I c a n  s a y  a b o u t  my i n t e r r o g a t i o n s  and 

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S t r a t e g i c  Bombing S u r v e y  

i n  Germany and i n  t h e  p r i s o n e r - o f - w a r  camps w e  h a d .  I w a s  
a c t u a l l y  a s k e d  by M r .  Murphy i f  I w o u l d  n o t  j o i n  t h e  

Amer ican  prosecut ion  for t h e  N a r n b e r g  t r i a l s .  I s e n t  a 
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c a b l e  to a family f r i e n d ,  S e n a t o r  R o b e r t  T a f t  [ R e p - O H ] ,  and 
h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s  b e c a u s e  i f  t h e y  

were g u i l t y  t h e n  t h e i r  own c o u n t r y  s h o u l d  t r y  them.  I f  i t  
was a m i l i t a r y  crime, t h e  m i l i t a r y  s h o u l d  t r y  them and 
e x e c u t e  them, b u t  t o  h a v e  a b i g  show of j u d i c i a l  f o r c e  based  

o n  laws t h a t  were p a s s e d  a f t e r  t h e  crime was s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  

h e  d i d  n o t  t h i n k  I a s  a doctor s h o u l d  be  i n v o l v e d  in, I ani 

v e r y  g r a t e f u l  to  him because I t o d a y  f e e l  t h e  Nurnbe rg  
t r i a l s  were n o t  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p o s i t i v e  a c t s  of t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  

B r a n d t  was e x e c u t e d  by t h e  Americans.  He was n o t  e x e c u t e d  

by t h e  T r i b u n a l .  He wen t  to h i s  d e a t h  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  a t  
L a n d s b e r g  i n  E a v a r i a .  H e  w a s  a sked  i f  h e  had a n y t h i n g  to 
s a y ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "Yes. I wan t  i t  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  I 

am German, t h a t  my c o u n t r y  may h a v e  b e e n  wrong ,  b u t  i t  is 
s t i l l  my c o u n t r y . "  They p u t  t h e  mask o n  h i n  and d r o p p e d  him 

t h r o u g h ,  and h e  was d e a d .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Karl  B r a n d t  s h o u l d  

h a v e  been  e x e c u t e d .  I t h i n k  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  

g r e a t l y  t o  m e d i c a l  s c i e n c e .  Most of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  h e  d i d  

were u n d e r  H i t l e r ' s  o r d e r s .  i r e a l i z e  t h e r e  are a grea t  
many q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  
q u e s t i o n  a m i l i t a r y  command t h a t  b e  d o e s n ' t  a g r e e  w i t h .  I n  

o t h e r  armies I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you would  g e t  v e r y  f a r  i f  you d i d  

i t .  
sooner or l a t e r  a f t e r  you made t h a t  k i n d  of  c r i t i c i sm of a 

d i r e c t  command. I t ' s  w e l l  and good to  t a l k  a b o u t  it i n  t h e  

p r e s s  w h e r e  you d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  d e c i s i o n .  

B u t  i t ' s  an  a c a d e m i c  q c l e s t i o n  when i t  g e t s  down t o  t h e  

r e a l i t y .  I f  you  a r e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  you f o l l o w  m i l i t a r y  

law. L e t ' s  q u i t  f o r  t o n i g h t .  

I n  our Army I t h i n k  your career would be t e r m i n a t e d  

C :  A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. 
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( I n t e r r u p t i o n )  

C :  I would l i k e  t o  a s k  my l a s t  two q u e s t i o n s ,  s ir .  They are 

p r e t t y  b r o a d  b a s e d ,  and you can answer  them i n  any  way. 
Cou ld  you t e l l  me a b o u t  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  p r o m i n e n c e  who 

i n f l u e n c e d  y o u r  career?  

M: S t a r t i n g  by s e n i o r i t y ,  of c o u r s e ,  I would t h i n k  G e n e r a l  

M a r s h a l l .  I n  t h e  d a y s  I spen t  a s  a young s t a f f  o f f i c e r  i n  

t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s ,  I had  contact  w i t h  him. Then i n  1950 

when h e  became S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  and p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

Amer ican  Red Cross, I was h i s  A s s i s t a n t  f o r  M e d i c a l  and 

H e a l t h  A f f a i r s ,  and I was a l s o  c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  Armed F o r c e s  

M e d i c a l  P o l i c y  Eoa rd .  Somet imes  t h e r e  would b e  fou r  o r  
f i v e  conferences a day  w i t h  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l ,  and somet imes  

t h e r e  m i g h t  b e  a day  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  see him a t  a l l .  The  

s o - c a l l e d  squawk box on my d e s k  w a s  t h e  method by which  h e  

wou ld  c u r t l y  s a y ,  " M e i l i n g ,  are you p r e s e n t ? "  And I would 
s a y ,  "Yes, s i r ."  "I would i i k e  to  see y o u . "  H i s  o f f i c e  was 
f o u r  d o o r s  away f rom my o f f i c e .  Q u i t e  by c o i n c i d e n c e ,  when 

I came a b o a r d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  of S e c r e t a r y  of  D e f e n s e ,  G e n e r a l  

E i s e n h o w e r  was l e a v i n g  t o  become SHAPE Commander. F o r  

unknown r e a s o n s  I was a s s i g n e d  General E i s e n h o w e r ' s  s u i t e .  
I t  was an o f f i ce ,  a k i t c h e n ,  a s h o w e r ,  an  o f f i c e  f o r  an  
a i d e ,  and an o f f i c e  f o r  a s e c r e t a r y ,  So t h e  2% y e a r s  t h a t  I 
w a s  i n  t h e  P e n t a g o n ,  I had  l u x u r i o u s  o f f i c e  s p a c e ,  and as a 

member of t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  mess, I m e t  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  

i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  l e a d e r s  t h a t  came t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  b e c a u s e  I u s u a l l y  would see t h e m  a t  o u r  mess. 

A f t e r  Korea s t a r t e d  we had t o  b e  present a b o u t  3 o ' c l o c k  i n  

t h e  morning  SO t h a t  we c o u l d  make r a d i o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  

M a c A r t h u r ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  or t h e  F a r  E a s t  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  

J a p a n .  W e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  made it p r a c t i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  
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f o r  us to carry o n  v o i c e  communication w i t h  J a p a n  a f t e r  

a b o u t  a q u a r t e r  of 5 each morning .  From m i d n i g h t  u n t i l  2 
o ' c l o c k ,  w e  had s t a t i c ,  b u t  from 2 o ' c l o c k  o n  we h a d  easy 
access.  The  S e c r e t a r y  came i n  u s u a l l y  a t  7 o'clock i n  t h e  

morn ing .  H e  was b r i e f e d  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  24  h o u r s ,  and a t  9 
o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  h e  had  a b r i e f i n g  t h a t  h e  gave t o  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  He would t a k e  along 
s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  t o  p r e s e n t  s p e c i f i c  s p e c i a l i z e d  programs. So 

I was w i t h  General M a r s h a l l  many times i n  t h e  W h i t e  H o u s e  

f o r  t h e s e  b r i e f i n g s .  The  P r e s i d e n t  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  I b e  p a r t  
of h i s  Sunday t e l e v i s i o n  program e a c h  week i n  which he  
a n s w e r e d  t o  t h e  people. I had t h e  a n c h o r  p o s i t i o n ,  

d e p e n d i n g  on how much t i m e  was l e f t ,  o f  t e l l i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

m e d i c a l  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  name of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  as  Commander i n  
C h i e f .  Somet imes  I would h a v e  3 m i n u t e s ,  and sometimes I 

m i g h t  h a v e  1 2  m i n u t e s .  W e  began  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  o u r  program 

about 1 o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  OR Sunday ,  and we d i d n ' t  

come on t h e  a i r  u n t i l  5 e a s t e r n  s t a n d a r d  t i m e .  To watch an 

o f f - s t a g e  d i rector  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  h a n d s  o r  c l o s i n g  h i s  hands  

t o  t e l l  you how much time you were g o i n g  t o  h a v e  and t h e n  
d r a w i n g  h i s  hand across h i s  t h r o a t  to t e l l  you t h a t  you were 
o f f  t h e  air--many times o n  Monday m o r n i n g s  a t  t h e  b r i e f i n g s ,  

b o t h  General  M a r s h a l l  and t h e  P r e s i d e n t  would  a s k  more 
d e t a i l e d  q u e s t i o n s  of wha t  w e  were t a l k i n g  about and where  

we were g e t t i n g  o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  was s o r t  o f  l i k e  

p r o v i d i n g  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c  background  o f  your  s tory .  
G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  was t o  m e  o n e  of t h e  g r e a t  Americans and 

c e r t a i n l y  t h e  g rea t e s t  American t h a t  I e v e r  knew. 

I was a g r e a t  a d m i r e r  of  P r e s i d e n t  Truman,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  have  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Truman on a day-to-daqr work ing  b a s i s ;  
I was r epor t ing .  Wi th  G e n e r a l  E a r s h a l l ,  I was w o r k i n g ,  F o r  
e x a m p l e ,  I would  prepare a l e t t e r  f o r  him to  s i g n  as 

p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Amer ican  Red Cross t e l l i n g  us w h a t  w e  c o u i d  
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h a v e  i n  t h e  d e f e n s e  f o r c e  i n  t h e  way of g l c b u l i n  o r  b lood  

p l a s m a  o r  whole b l o o d .  Then I would p r e p a r e  h i s  r e p l y  a s  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  D e f e n s e .  I wou ld  g o  i n  t o  h i m ,  and h e  would 
look a t  m e  and say, "Which one o f  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  d o  I s i g n  

f i r s t ? "  To me h e  was, i n d e e d ,  a g r e a t  l e a d e r .  H e  w a s n ' t  

f l a m b o y a n t  l i k e  h i s  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  P a t t o n .  He w a s n ' t  t h e  
open p o l i t i c a l  mover and s h a k e r  t h a t  P e r s h i n g  was. He 

w a s n ' t  an E i s e n h o w e r  t r y i n g  f o r  c o n s e n s u s .  H e  c o u l d  g i v e  a 
d i r e c t  command, and t h e r e  would b e  no q u e s t i o n s ,  b u t  h e  
would a l w a y s  t r y  t o  f i n d  o u t  b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  q u e s t i o n  
b e f o r e  h e  made a d e c i s i o n .  T h e s e  were n o t  p r o l o n g e d .  He 

r a r e l y  d e f e r r e d  a d e c i s i o n  more t h a n  2 o r  3 days .  U s u a l l y  

you g o t  h i s  d e c i s i o n  i n  a m a t t e r  of m i n u t e s .  He was always 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r  f a m i l y .  He a lways  had t i m e  t o  a s k  how 

y o u r  f a m i l y  was. My f a t h e r  d i e d  w h i l e  I was on  d u t y  i n  t h a t  

o f f i c e ,  and a more u n d e r s t a n d i n g  person t h a n  M a r s h a l l  you 

c o u l d n ' t  h a v e  known. So I had a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a d m i r a t i o n  

f o r  M a r s h a l l  as a man, as a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r ,  as a s t a t e s m a n ,  

and  as a g r e a t  Amer ican .  

I would m e n t i o n  Gen J o s e p h  McNarney, who was M a r s h a l l ' s  

d e p u t y  when h e  was C h i e f  of S t a f f  and t h e n  became o n e  of h i s  
m i l i t a r y  d e p u t i e s  w h e n  M a r s h a l l  became S e c r e t a r y  of  Defense .  

Joe McNarney was a f l i e r ' s  f l i e r .  H e  was of ten  r e f e r r d  to 
a s  t h e  " h a t c h e t  man" f o r  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l ,  b u t  I found h i m  

t o  be e x t r e m e l y  f a i r ,  e x t r e m e l y  l o y a l ,  and a v e r y  s i n c e r e  

Amer ican  c i t i z e n .  He was a no-nonsense  m i l i t a r y  man, as was 
M a r s h a l l .  If you had a p r o p o s a l ,  i t  could be 80  p a g e s  l o n g ,  

b u t  t h e y  would o n l y  r e a d  w h a t  you had on t h e  f i rs t  p a g e ,  and 

you had be t te r  p r e s e n t  t h e  p rob iem and t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  and 

y o u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o n  t h a t  f i r s t  p a g e ,  or t h e  s t a f f  s t u d y  

came back t o  you.  You c o u l d  h a v e  a p p e n d i c e s .  They t a u g h t  
you v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  t o  use  a n t i c i p a t o r y  p l a n n i n g  and b r e v i t y  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  had busy  d a y s  t o  r e a d  a l l  t h e  p a p e r s  t h a t  came 
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a c r o s s  t h e i r  d e s k .  I had t r o u b l e  w i t h  my own s t a f f ,  g e t t i n g  
them t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  s t a f f  s t u d i e s  so t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  go. 

I n  t h e  m e d i c a l  g r o u p  G e n e r a l  G r o w  was a v e r y  w i s e  and 
c o n s i d e r a t e  p e r s o n  b u t  a lso a s t rong  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r .  Ne 
d i d  n o t  assume t h a t  h e  knew e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  m e d i c i n e .  He 

u t i l i z e d  h i s  s t a f f .  H e  p i c k e d  c o m p e t e n t  s t a f f s .  He c o u l d  

p l a n  as w e l l  as any m i l i t a r y  man I e v e r  knew. Gen 
David  N. W .  G r a n t ,  who was t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n  d u r i n g  t h e  war 

y e a r s ,  was my i m m e d i a t e  s u p e r i o r .  I f i r s t  came to  him a s  an 

a s s i s t a n t  p l a n s  o f f i c e r  and l a t e r  became c h i e f  o f  p l a n n i n g  

and i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  h i s  o f f i c e .  F i n a l l y  I became h i s  

s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t .  1 also was h i s  a s s i s t a n t  i n  t h e  

T w e n t i e t h  A i r  Force. H e  was a v e r y  d e f i n i t e  f a t h e r l y  t y p e  

t o  me and my f a m i l y .  

(End T a p e  13 ,  S i d e  1) 

M :  We are t a l k i n g  a b o u t  my f l i g h t  overseas accompanying  Mr. 
Hopk ins  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  V I P s .  G e n e r a l  G r a n t  came down to  
t h e  a i rport .  My w i f e  and 3 - y e a r - o l d  s o n  were t h e r e ,  and h e  

p i c k e d  up my son and took  him aboa rd  t h e  a i r p l a n e  and showed 

h i m  w h e r e  we were g o i n g  t o  s i t  and t h e n  t o o k  h i m  up to  the 

c o c k p i t  and showed him t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  p a n e l  and l e t  h i m  

t o u c h  t h e  r u d d e r  b a r .  When we had t a k e n  o f f  and General 
G r a n t  had l e f t ,  t h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  came up t o  my w i f e  as s h e  

p r e p a r e d  t o  l e a v e  and wanted  t o  know wha t  s h e  was d o i n g  

t h e r e  and d i d  s h e  know who was on t h e  p l a n e  and d i d  s h e  have  

c learance to  b e  on t h e  a p r o n  of  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A i r p o K t .  S h e  
d i d n ' t  know w h e r e  w e  were g o i n g .  S h e  knew 'cha t  I was g o i n g  

o v e r s e a s .  One  o f f i c e r  s a i d  to  h e r ,  "Lady,  you sure  a r e  a 

t r u s t i n g  soul. When d o  you e x p e c t  t o  see y o u r  husband 

b a c k ? "  S h e  s a i d ,  "When h e  g e t s  back .  He f r e q u e n t l y  t a k e s  

o f f .  I d o n ' t  know where  h e  is  g o i n g  or w h e n  h e  is Coming 
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b a c k ,  b u t  t h a t ' s  p a r t  of h i s  j o b . "  Dave G r a n t  and h i s  

f a m i l y  w e r e  v e r y  k i n d  t o  my f a m i l y .  I was a v e r y  g r e a t  

admirer o f  h i s .  He t a u g h t  m e  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  A i r  S t a f f  and r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  

Army War D e p a r t m e n t ,  a s  w e l l  as m a i n t a i n i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  sector and w i t h  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b r a n c h  and 

t h e  W h i t e  House. 

I would m e n t i o n  General A r n o l d .  I d i d  n o t  h a v e  a c l o s e  

contact  w i t h  A r n o l d .  lie knew me by nzme, and h e  knew w h e r e  

I was i n  t h e  p e c k i n g  o r d e r .  H e  f r e q u e n t l y  compl imen ted  m e  
t h r o a g h  General G r a n t  f o r  t h e  b r i e f  and concise r e p o r t s  t h a t  

I g a v e  a t  h i s  d a i l y  b r i e f i n g s  a b o u t  what  was g o i n g  on.  I 

was g i v e n  4 m i n u t e s  t o  t e l l  him t h e  m e d i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  

s h o u l d  be  of i n t e r e s t  to  him a round  t h e  World o n  a 24-hour  

b a s i s .  I am sure a f t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  m e  t a l k  h e r e ,  you 

wonder  how I ever  g o t  my 4 m i n u t e s  i n ,  b u t  it w a s  exce l l en t  
t r a i n i n g .  H e  was a man who c o u l d  make a d e c i s i o n .  I 

remember h i s  d e p u t y ,  General T i m b e r l a k e  [ L t  Gen P a t r i c k  W. 1 .  
G e n e r a l  Arno ld - -1  was along, and I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i f  t h e r e  was 
anybody else--we were h e r e  a t  Maxwell F i e l d  o v e r n i g h t .  The 

n e x t  morning WE l e f t  o r d e r s  t h a t  we were g o i n g  to  t a k e  o f f  

a t  7 o'c?ock. T h a t  meant w h e e l s  up  to G e n e r a l  A r n o l d .  So 
w e  g o t  down t h e r e ,  I t  was a b o u t  6 : 3 5 .  Everybody was t h e r e  

e x c e p t  t h e  Deputy  C h i e f  of S t a f f .  A r n o l d  s a i d ,  "Le t ' s  gc." 
I m e n t i o n e d  t o  him t h a t  G e n e r a l  T i m b e r l a k e  had not a r r i v e d  
y e t ,  t h a t  we w e r e n ' t  s u p p o s e d  to  b e  w h e e l s  u p  u n t i l  7 
o ' c l o c k .  H e  l o o k e d  a t  m e  and s a i d ,  " M e i l i n g ,  I s a i d  l e t ' s  
go: l e t ' s  g o . "  So w e  got  a b o a r d  t h e  p l a n e ,  and h e  t o o k  Over 

t h e  cont to is  o f  t h e  plane.  W e  t o o k  o f f ,  and w e  j u s t  c l e a r e d  
t h e  b a s e  when t h e  tower s a i d ,  "You are  to  come back.  

G e n e r a l  T i m b e r l a k e  is h e r e  o n  t h e  apron." He s a i d ,  " T e l l  

T i m b e r l a k e  i E  h e  d o e s n ' t  know how t o  f l y  now, i t ' s  t ine  he 

l e a r n e d .  We w i l l  see h i m  o v e r  i n  L o u i s i a n a . "  I n  due  time 
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we l a n d e d  i n  L o u i s i a n a ,  and a b o u t  30 m i n u t e s  l a t e r  G e n e r a l  
T i m b e r l a k e  a r r i v e d .  H e  was s o r t  o f  r e d - f a c e d .  Arno ld  

w o u l d n ' t  even  d i s c u s s  i t;  h e  t h o u g h t  it was a g r e a t  j o k e .  

( l a u g h t e r )  A g a i n ,  you see a commanding o f f i c e r  who had a 

sense  Of humor .  Even i n  t h e  most ser ious t imes--and t h e  

reason I was f l y i n g  w i t h  him--we m a i n t a i n e d  a 24-hour  

m e d i c a l  a l e r t  o n  General Arno ld  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  c o r o n a r y .  

P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  d i d  n o t  w a n t  to c h a n g e  l e a d e r s  d u r i n g  a 

c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d  of  t h e  war ,  and he s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f  a 
d o c t o r  t r a v e l e d  w i t h  G e n e r a l  Arno ld  2 4  h o u r s  a day--not  one  

b u t  u s u a l l y  t h r e e  i f  w e  were g o i n g  t o  be  g o n e  any p e r i o d  of 

t ime- -no th ing  c o u l d  happen  and i t  would b e  much b e t t e r  t h a n  

t r y i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  why t h e  man had been  

r e l i e v e d  from t h e  t o p  command. Remember, a l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  

n o t  by c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e d i c t  h a v e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a member of 

t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s ,  by i n v i t a t i o n  of G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  and t h e  

a p p r o v a l  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Roosevelt ,  General  A r n o l d  had e q u a l  

pos i t i on  i n  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  and i n  t h e  Combined C h i e f s  w i t h  

A d m i r a l  King [ F l e e t  Adm E r n e s t  J.] of t h e  Navy and G e n e r a l  

M a r s h a l l  o f  t h e  Army. A r n o l d ,  to me, was t h e  e s s e n c e  of  a 

s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  commander. A f t e r  h e  r e t i r e d  h e  became t h e  

Game and W i l d l i f e  Director of  t h e  S t a t e  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  and 

h e  t o o k  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  i n  a r r a n g i n g  for r a n c h e s  i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  t h a t  had l a r g e  ponds  or lakes t o  be w e l l  s t o c k e d .  

Then  h e  would g o  by and f i s h  t o  see i f  t h e y  were h a n d l i n g  

t h e  s t o c k  v e r y  w e l l ,  I h a v e  h e a r d  many of t h e  r a n c h e r s  s a y  

when h e  came t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  h e  d i d  was i n s p e c t  t h e  p l a c e  

and t h e n  h e  j u s t  d ropped  t h e  m a n t l e  of government  and became 

h a i l - f e l l o w - w e l l - m e t ,  and t h e y  f i s h e d  and t a l k e d  and had a 

f e w  l i b a t i o n s ,  and e v e r y t h i n g  was v e r y  e n j o y a b l e .  

T h e r e  were t w o  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e d  my l i f e  a 

g r e a t  d e a l .  One was a t  t h a t  time C a p t ,  l a t e r  Col, David 

L i s t o n .  I m e t  him f i r s t  i n  t h e  7 t h  M e d i c a l  B a t t a l i o n  of t h e  
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5 t h  D i v i s i o n  a t  Fo r t  M c C l e l l a n ,  Alabama, i n  1 9 4 0 .  He had 

j u s t  g r a d u a t e d  f rom Command and G e n e r a l  S t a f f  S c h o o l  a t  
Leavenwor th .  He t a u g h t  m e  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  s t a f f  work and 

a b o u t  command work and w h e r e  t h e y  came t o g e t h e r .  H e  i a t e r  

became A s s i s t a n t  f o r  M e d i c a l  A f f a i r s  i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of 
W a r ' s  O f f i c e  u n d e r  Mr. S t i m s o n .  Then h e  was t h e  c h i e f  of 
s t a f f  to  G e n e r a l  Hawley ,  who was t h e  t h e a t e r  s u r g e o n  f o r  

G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  i n  Europe. He was a c t u a l l y  a s s i g n e d  i n  
G e n e r a l  Lee's [ R o b e r t  M.] h e a d q u a r t e r s  which  was t h e  

Ccnmunica t ions  Zone of t h e  European t h e a t e r .  He was a v e r y ,  

v e r y  p o l i s h e d  g e n t l e m a n .  H e  was a g r a d u a t e  of H a r v a r d  

E l e d i c a l  S c h o o l ,  and h e  had  t h e  N e w  Eng land  a c c e n t  to  make 

one t h i n k  h e  had grown up i n  E n g l a n d .  W i t h  a l l  of t h a t  you 
f o u n d  t h a t  he w a s  a t o u g h ,  t h o r o u g h  m i l i t a r y  commander a s  

well as a t a l e n t e d  p h y s i c i a n .  

A n o t h e r  one was C o l  Cadmtis B a k e r .  When I f i r s t  met him,  h e  
was a l i e u t e n a n t  colonel .  I s e r v e d  on h i s  s t a f f  a t  First  

A i r  Force i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  D e f e n s e  Command a s  h i s  a s s i s t a n t .  

My f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  him was a t  W r i g h t - P a t t e r s o n  A i r  

Force B a s e ,  which  was t h e n  b o t h  W r i g h t  F i e l d  and P a t t e r s o n .  

They were  d i v i d e d .  B u t  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t a f f  c o v e r e d  b o t h  o f  

them.  He i n f l u e n c e d  m e ,  p r o b a b l y  a s  much a s  anybody,  to 
m a i n t a i n  my Rese rve  s t a t u s ,  and h e  t r i e d  v e r y  h a r d  t o  g e t  m e  
t o  become a member of  t h e  R e g u l a r  corps of  t h e  m e d i c a l  

service.  H e  also e n c o u r a g e d  me t o  take t h e  f l i g h t  s a r g e o n ' s  

cOilrse by c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ;  i t  t o o k  m e  2 y e a r s ,  which  was 

c o n s i d e r e d  n o r m a l  f o r  t h e  t i m e .  When I f i n a l l y  got 
t r a n s f e r r e d  f rom t h e  A r m y  Grotind F o r c e s ,  I Army C o r p s  t o  t h e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  W a r ' s  O f f i c e  t o  go t o  Rando lph  F i e l d ,  h e  

followed t h r o u g h  to be s u r e  t h a t  I was a s s i g n e d  i n  h i s  a r e a .  

My f i r s t  a s s i g n m e n t  was a t  G r e n i e r  F i e l d  i n  M a n c h e s t e r ,  N e w  

Hampsh i re ,  and  h e  saw to i t  i n  a very f e w  weeks  t h a t  I was 

down a t  M i t c h e l  F i e l d  [NYI a t  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  T h a t ,  Of 
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course,  was wha t  g a v e  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to associate w i t h  

Gen F o l l e t t  B r a d l e y ,  who was Commanding General  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
A i r  Force i n  t h e  E a s t e r n  D e f e n s e  Command. 

La te r  t h e y  s e n t  me to Command and G e n e r a l  S t a f f  S c h o o l ,  

wh ich  had s h o r t e n e d  t h e i r  c o u r s e  f rom 2 y e a r s  to 4 months .  

L a t e r  i t  was s h o r t e n e d  t o  6 weeks  and was j u s t  s t a f f ;  it 

w a s n ' t  command. I was i n  t h e  l a s t  c o u r s e  of t h e  combined 

s t a f f  and command course. Raker  was t o  me a v e r y  q u i e t  
r e t i r i n g  p e r s o n  w i t h  a k e e n  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a l l  aspects of  t h e  

problem, a man who could  dea l  w i t h  h i s  superiors i n  a manner 

of g r e a t  l o y a l t y  w i t h o u t  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  h e  

w a s  t r y i n g  to  g a i n  f a v o r s  o r  s p e c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s .  

T h o s e  a r e  t h e  people I t h i n k  of r i g h t  now who i n f l u e n c e d  m e .  
I n  t h e  c i v i l i a n  l i n e  o f  m i l i t a r y ,  of c o u r s e ,  M r .  F e r d i n a n d  

E b e r s t a d t  g a v e  m e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  w i t h  him and be 

p a r t  o f  h i s  s e m i n a r s  each  week w h e r e  I l e a r n e d  a b o u t  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  a b o u t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i n a n c e ,  a b o u t  tax b a s e s  and 

t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  M r .  R o b e r t  L a v e t t ,  who was t h e  Deputy  

S e c r e t a r y  of  D e f e n s e  and had b e e n  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  of 
War for A i r  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War 11, was a b r i l l i a n t  mind ,  a 

v e r y  c o r d i a l  p e r s o n ,  and u n d e r n e a t h  it a v e r y  r i g i d  

d e c i s i o n m a k e r  who had t h e  c a p a b i l i t y  of  s e e i n g  t h a t  h i s  

d e c i s i o n s  were carried o u t  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  

t h a t  h e  was l o o k i n g  o v e r  y o u r  s h o u l d e r .  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman I m u s t  m e n t i o n ,  b e c a u s e  as a r o c k - r i b  

R e p u b l i c a n ,  I wen t  t h e r e  t o  h i s  s t a f f  as a somewhat s k e p t i c a l  
p e r s o n .  H e  i m p r e s s e d  m e  w i t h  o n e  t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  s t a y e d  w i t h  

me. T h a t  was i f  you e x p e c t  l o y a l t y  to  come up you had b e t t e r  
s e n d  l o y a l t y  down f rom t h e  t o p .  H e  was v e r y ,  v e r y  con- 
s i d e r a t e .  H e  knew of y o u r  s a c r i f i c e s .  I remember when I 
l e f t  o f f i c e ,  h e  s e n t  word t h a t  I was to  come to  h i s  o f f i c e  a t  
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9 o'clock i n  t h e  morn ing .  He was f i y i n g  t G  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  

s i c k b e d  a t  11. So I was t h e r e  promptly a t  9. As I was 
shown i n t o  h i s  O v a l  O f f i c e ,  his f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  was, " D r .  

M e i i i n q ,  w h e r e  is Mrs. M e i l i n g ? "  I s a i d ,  "I a m  t e r r i b l y  

sorry: I d i d  n o t  know t h a t  s h e  was i n v i t e d . "  H e  s a i d ,  "I 

made it  c lear , ' '  2nd h e  ca l l ed  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  and s a i d ,  "Why 

w a s n ' t  Mrs. M e i l i n g  i n v i t e d ? "  She s a i d ,  " T h i s  is a m i l i t a r y  
mat ter ,  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody h e r e  i n  t h e  s t a f f  knew 
t h a t  s h e  was i n v i t e d .  J u s t  a m i n u t e ,  I w i l l  g e t  my n o t e s . "  

S h e  s a i d ,  " W e l l ,  i t ' s  my mistake; you d i d  s a y  t h a t  you 
e x p e c t e d  Mrs. M e i l i n g .  " H e  t u r n e d  t o  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  

s e c r e t a r y ,  Matt C o n n e l l y ,  and s a i d ,  "Why i n  t h e  h e l l  d i d  WE 

o r d e r  t h e  o r c h i d s  i f  we w e r e n ' t  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  Mrs. M e i i i n q  

h e r e ? "  He g a v e  m e  a v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  b o u q u e t  o f  t h r e e  o r c h i d s  

€or my wife w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t h a t  I was t o  p r e s e n t  them to  
h e r  w i t h  a messaae f r o m  Mrs. Truman and h i m s e l f  t h a t  t h e y  

wanted tier to  know t h e y  appreciated h e r  s ac r i f i ce s  i n  g i v i n g  

up h e r  home i n  O h i o  and coming t o  W a s h i n g t o n  f o r  2% y e a r s  

and t h e y  would  be f o l l o w i n g  u s  to see t h e  advancemen t  of our 
career i n  a c a d e m i c  m e d i c i n e  wh ich  I was g o i n g  back to .  
G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  was p r e s e n t .  I n  t h e  c a r  g o i n g  back, tie 
s a i d ,  "You know, Doctor, I am g o i n g  to  wa tch  and see t h a t  you 
d o  t h a t  j u s t  a s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  d i r e c t e d . "  As w e  were g o i n g  

o u t  t h e  door of t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  o f f i c e ,  h e  c a l l e d  t o  m e  and 

s a i d ,  " I f  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  t h a t  t a k e o f f  for 11 o ' c l o c k ,  I would 

s e n d  a l i m o u s i n e  t o  g e t  Mrs. M e i l i n q  so I c o u l d  g i v e  t h o s e  
f l o w e r s  to h e r  b e c a u s e  I wan t  h e r  t o  know t h a t ' s  t h e  

e q u i v a l e n t  o f  a P r e s i d e n t i a l  d e c o r a t i o n .  " 

I n e v e r  wen t  to M r .  Truman w i t h  a probiem t h a t  when h e  

u n d e r s t o o d  h e  d i d n ' t  come u p  w i t h  a d e c i s i o n  t h a t  you could 
l i v e  w i t h .  When h e  made a d e c i s i o n ,  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  you f o u n d  

h a d  had as a commanding o f f i ce r  of a 

it  was f i n a l .  I n  
t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  h e  
field a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  
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i n  F r a n c e  we ighed  v e r y  much i n  how h e  r e a c t e d .  I t h i n k  one 
o f  t h e  reasons t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  g e t  a long too w e l l  w i t h  many 
of t h e  Navy p e r s o n n e l  and t h e  M a r i n e s  was t h a t  t h e y  sort  of  

b e l i t t l e d  h i s  m i l i t a r y  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  Europe as a f i e l d  
a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r y  commander. H e  had had many d a y s  and weeks 

u n d e r  heavy f i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  o f f e n s i v e s .  I f  you were 
c o g n i z a n t  of t h i s  and l e t  him know t h a t  you appreciated t h a t  

h e  had  had f i e l d  command and h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t a k i n g  care of 
troops a s  wel l  a s ,  i n  t h i s  case,  t h e i r  h o r s e s  and t h e i r  

e q u i p m e n t ,  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  b e i n g  a t  t h e  end of 
t h e  l o g i s t i c  l i n e .  Newspapers have  commented  v e r y  

d e r o g a t o r i l y ,  I t h i n k ,  a b o u t  h i s  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  admi ra l s  and 
g e n e r a l s  and why h e  wan ted  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  M a r i n e  Corps. 

Most o f  i t  was o f f  t h e  c u f f  and s a i d  a t  a time o f  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  stress. Any m i l i t a r y  p r o b l e m  t h a t  I know o f  

h e  had h e  f a c e d  u p  to  d i r e c t l y .  I was, o f  c o u r s e ,  p r i v y  to  
h i s  removal of G e n e r a l  MacArthur .  I a m  p r e j u d i c e d ;  I d o n ' t  

t h i n k  MacArthur  s h o u l d  h a v e  ever been  c a l l e d  back  to a c t i v e  

d u t y  i n  1941.  

I d i d  n o t  h a v e  a very c lose  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G e n e r a l  

E i s e n h o w e r .  I t o l d  you I would t e l l  you a b o u t  an experience 
I had.  I was a member o f  t h e  World H e a l t h  O r g a n i z a t i o n  

d e l e g a t i o n  t o  which  S e n a t o r  Wagner f rom N e w  York and S e n a t o r  

R i c h a r d  Nixon  [ P r e s i d e n t  R i c h a r d  M .  1 f rom C a l i f o r n i a  were 
also members. Mrs. R o o s e v e l t  was a member. I t  was over t h e  

weekend when M r .  N ixon  was to  a r r i v e ,  and t h e  s t a f f  a t  t h e  

Amer ican  c o n s u l a t e  i n  Geneva  had p l a n n e d  a v a c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
m o u n t a i n s .  I v o l u n t e e r e d  to  meet t h e  p l a n e  w i t h  M r .  Nixon,  

w h i c h  I d i d .  I a s k e d  him i f  h e  had e a t e n  On t h e  p l a n e ,  and 

h e  s a i d  n o ,  t h e y  had had  n o t h i n g  f rom t h e  time t h e y  l e f t  

London. So I s a i d ,  "Where would you l i k e  to eat?" H e  s a i d ,  

" I  d o n ' t  l i k e  r i c h  F r e n c h  food . "  I s a i d ,  "Would you s e t t l e  
€or  some German f o o d ?  I know a German r e s t a u r a n t  i n  t h i s  
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S w i s s  town w h e r e  t h e y  speak o n l y  F r e n c h . "  So I t o o k  h i m  t o  
d i n n e r .  I no t i ced  h e  iJas p u t t i n g  down i n  h i s  no tebook  t h e  

Cost of e a c h  item t h a t  we a t e .  When w e  g o t  t h r o u g h  h e  s a i d ,  

"We are  g o i n g  d u t c h  b e c a u s e  w e  are b o t h  on  t r a v e l  allowance 
f r o m  t h e  same source;  namely ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T r e a s u r y .  I 

h a v e  no S w i s s  money, and I suppose a t  t h i s  h o u r  of  t h e  n i g h t  

I c a n ' t  g e t  money changed .  When w e  g e t  hack  to  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s ,  I w i l l  g i v e  you a c h e c k  for e v e r y t h i n g  you have  l a i d  

o u t  fo r  me." A f t e r  a b o u t  a week I g o t  a message t h a t  1 was 
t o  g o  t o  F o n t a i n e b l e a u  t o  see Genera l  E i s e n h o w e r  on some 
m i l i t a r y  matters. I t c l d  M r .  N i x o n  I was l e a v i n g  t h e  n e x t  
morning,  and he s a i d ,  "Do you suppose I c o u l d  40 w i t h  you?" 
I s a i d ,  "I w i l l  , have  to a s k  General E i s e n h o w e r  i E  h e  w i l l  

i n v i t e  you.  1 know severa l  c f  h i s  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  r a t h e r  
p e r s o n a l i y ;  I w i l l  c a l l  them." I c a l l e d ,  and  I was 
s c h e d u l e d  t o  be  a t  F o n t a i n e b l e a u  i n  t i m e  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  w i t h  

E i s e n h o w e r  a t  7 o 'clock. I t a l k e d  w i t h  General  S n y d e r ,  who 

was t h e n  special  a s s i s t a n t  t o  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  at-- SHAPE. 

T h i s  was t h e  same S n y d e r  who had b e e n  t h e  d e p u t y  and t h e n  

l a t e r  t h e  I n s p e c t o r  General of t h e  Army u n d e r  G e n e r a l  

M a r s h a l l .  H e  s a i d  h e  would h a v e  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  Genera l .  
So p r e t t y  soon General G r u e n t h e r  [ A l f r e d  M . 1 ,  who was c h i e f  

o f  s t a f f  t o  E i s e n h o w e r ,  g o t  o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  and s a i d ,  "Yes, 
you  c a n  come, b u t  come a t  9 o ' c l o c k ,  n o t  f o r  b r e a k f a s t ,  

a f t e r  t h e  g e n e r a ?  h a s  b e e n  b r i e f e d ,  and we w i l l  s ee  how 

e v e r y t h i n g  is progress ing ."  We had a p l a n e  come down from 
Wiesbaden  and p i c k  u s  u p  and f l y  us over t o  F o n t a i n e b l e a u .  

iJe were a t  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  by 8 o ' c l o c k  and were shown i n .  
A s  w e  were g o i n g  i n ,  M r .  Nixon s a i d ,  " T h i s  w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  
time I h a v e  ever met General E i s e n h o w e r .  D o n ' t  le t  me 
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  your b u s i n e s s . "  Of course,  I w a s n ' t  a b o u t  t G  

t a l k  m i l i t a r y  b u s i n e s s  i n  f r o n t  of a S e n a t o r .  So we v e n t  
i n ,  and G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  was v e r y  courteous and c o r d i a l .  
H e  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  S e n a t o r  Nixon 
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was o b s e r v i n g .  A t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was no  i n d i c a t i o n  

p u b l i c l y  t h a t  N i x o n  w a s  go ing  t o  r u n  f o r  o f f i c e ,  b u t  h e  w a s  

i n  h i s  t h i r d  y e a r  of  t h e  S e n a t e .  E i s e n h o w e r  a s k e d  who h e  

t h o u g h t  would probably be t h e  Amer ican  nominee .  A f t e r  Nixon 

s a i d  t h e r e  were severa l ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  f rom C a l i f o r n i a ,  

E i s e n h o w e r  t u r n e d  t o  m e  and s a i d ,  "What d o  you t h i n k ? "  I 

s a i d ,  " G e n e r a l ,  you know I a m  f rom O h i o ,  and S e n a t o r  T a f t ,  

w h o  is a f a m i l y  f r i e n d ,  is d e f i n i t e l y  go ing  t o  be nomina ted ,  

and  I t h i n k  h e  is g o i n g  t o  win ."  H e  s a i d ,  "Does P r e s i d e n t  
Truman know t h a t  you a re  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

p r o p a g a n d a ? "  I s a i d ,  " N o t  o n l y  d o e s  h e  know i t ,  I h a v e  

p e r s o n a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  M r .  T a f t  w i t h  

h i m ,  and h e  knows how I f e e l  a b o u t  i t ,  and h e  warmly 

s u p p o r t s  my h a v i n g  an o p i n i o n .  He h a s  n e v e r  a sked  m e  to  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  any o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and inasmuch 

a s  h e  is n o t  g o i n g  to r u n ,  h e  n e v e r  w i l l . "  H e  s a i d ,  "I am 

r e a l l y  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  you would make t h e  statement you j u s t  
made." I s a i d ,  "Well, G e n e r a l ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way I see i t ."  

When I g o t  back  to  W a s h i n g t o n ,  I was t a k e n  by General 
M a r s h a l l  to  P r e s i d e n t  T r u m a n ' s  o f f i c e .  The  f i r s t  t h i n g  h e  

a s k e d  me was a b o u t  t a k i n g  Nixon to see E i s e n h o w e r .  I 

e x p l a i n e d  how it h a p p e n e d ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t  seems 
v e r y  reasonable to m e .  What d i d  t h e y  t a l k  a b o u t ? "  I t r i e d  
t o  repeat t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  H e  s a i d ,  "What d i d  E i senhower  

ask you?" I s a i d ,  " H e  a s k e d  m e  who I t h o u g h t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  

b e  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  nominee ,  and I t o l d  him R o b e r t  T a f t ,  t h e  

S e n a t o r  f rom Ohio .  H e  and M r .  Nixon d i d  n o t  agree w i t h  m e .  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  I made my s t a t e m e n t .  " Truman t u r n e d  to  
G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  and s a i d ,  "Everybody comes back  and t e l l s  
me t h a t  General E i s e n h o w e r  is g e t t i n g  r e a d y  t o  r u n  f o r  

P r e s i d e n t .  They a l l  h a v e  t h e  same report ." G e n e r a l  Marshall 

s a i d ,  "I c o n c u r  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  t h a t  h a s  come t h r o u g h  t h e  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i t h  any n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  b u s i n e s s  h a s  been  a sked  
s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n s  by b o t h  N i x o n  and E i s e n h o w e r . "  I n  d u e  
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t ime E i s e n h o w e r  won t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  and became P r e s i d e n t .  

A f t e r  h e  became P r e s i d e n t ,  h e  a s k e d  m e  t o  come to  Washington  

and  wanted m e  t n  c o n s i d e r  becoming a n  n s s i . s t a n t  t~ Mrs. 

Hobby i n  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and W e l f a r e .  T h i s  was a 

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  N e l s o n  R o c k e f e l l e r  c u r r e n t l y  h e l d  

b u t  was v a c a t i n g  b e c a u s e  h e  wanted t o  go back  t o  N e w  York 

and become g o v e r n o r .  I s p e n t  10 d a y s  i n  W a s h i n g t o n  and 

d e c i d e d  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  I c o u l d  d o  i n  t h e  complex 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of HE37 t h a t  was a c h a l l e n g e  o r  was r e w a r d i n g .  

S o  I s t a y e d  i n  Columbus. S e v e r a l  a d v i s o r y  committees became 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  m e ,  and I t o o k  those .  I s a w  b o t h  Nixon and 

E i s e n h o w e r  s e v e r a l  times, and t h e n  when Nixon became 

P r e s i d e n t ,  h e  a s k e d  i f  I was a t  a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  coming 

i n t o  Government  a t  t h e  l e v e l  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and 

W e l f a r e .  I t o l d  him,  as I t o l d  E i s e n h o w e r ,  t h a t  I would o n l y  
come back t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  Defense as t h e r e  were  s e v e r a l  

t h i n g s  I f e l t  w e  had s t a r t e d  t h a t  had b e e n  i n  l i m b o  t h a t  I 

would l i k e  t o  s e e  o r g a n i z e d .  

T h i s  is w h a t  I look a t  as I l o o k  a t  t h e  p e o p i e  t h a t  

i n f l u e n c e d  my career ,  p e o p l e  t h a t  I had r e s p e c t  fcr a s  

l e a d e r s .  What was t h e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n ?  

C :  The h i g h  p o i n t  of  y o u r  career.  

M :  I t h i n k  t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  of  my c a r e e r  h a s  t o  be t h e  day  t h a t  

S e c r e t a r y  J o h n s o n  t o l d  me t h a t  h e  would a p p r o v e  the reports 
e s t a b i i s h i n g  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  of e q u a l  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  each  of 

t h e  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  services.  

( E n d  T a p e  1 3 ,  S i d e  2 )  
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M :  We a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  my career. I s t i l l  

t h i n k  i t  was t h e  d a y  t h a t  S e c r e t a r y  J o h n s o n  made h i s  
d e c i s i o n  t h a t  w e  were g o i n g  to  h a v e  a separate b u t  equa l  
medical s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and t h a t  we were g o i n g  to  
h a v e  a S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  and t h a t  t h e  A i r  Force M e d i c a l  

S e r v i c e  would b e  i n d e p e n d e n t  and coequal w i t h  t h e  Army and t h e  

Navy . 

T h e  g r e a t e s t  m i l i t a r y  t h r i l l  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  w a s  on t h e  day 

of my r e t i r e m e n t .  The  C h i e f  of S t a f f  o f  t h e  A i r  Force had a 

ceremony i n  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  which I was g i v e n  t h e  

D i s t i n g u i s h e d  S e r v i c e  Medal o f  t h e  A i r  Force, b e i n g  o n l y  t h e  
s e c o n d  or t h i r d  A i r  Force R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r  t o  r e c e i v e  such  a 

m i l i t a r y  honor .  

I n  a c t u a l  f l y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  I t h i n k ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  t h r i l l  I 
h a d  was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  p i l o t ' s  s e a t  of a 8-36 a t  40,000 feet. 

A t  t h a t  time t h e  8-36 was t h e  v e h i c l e  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  n u c l e a r  

weapons.  I n  t h e  c o p i l o t ' s  s e a t  was G e n e r a l  Ramey [ L t  Gen 

Roger  M . I .  The  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  

n a v i g a t o r ' s  seat. T h a t  was General Arms t rong .  To  h a v e  a 

v e h i c l e  s u c h  as t h e  B-36 i n  y o u r  h a n d s  was q u i t e  a t h r i l l ,  

q u i t e  a t h r i l l .  I h a v e  f l o w n  i n  t h e  B-52, and I h a v e  f lown  i n  
t h e  8-47, and you know, i f  you were a n  e x t r a  p a s s e n g e r  i n  t h e  
B-47, t h e r e  was no way you c o u l d  g e t  o u t .  T h e r e  were e j e c t i o n  

seats f o r  t h e  crew, b u t  t h e r e  was no  way t h a t  anybody else 
c o u l d  g e t  o u t .  I n  r e f u e l i n g  I t h i n k  you t h i n k  a b o u t  t h o s e  

t h i n g s  . 
W i t h  t h e  Navy t h e  b i g g e s t  t h r i l l  I had  was as a m e d i c a l  

c o n s u l t a n t  o n  t h e i , r  s u b m a r i n e s ,  and I s p e n t  a week w i t h  t h e  

A t l a n t i c  f l e e t .  They  g a v e  me t h e  h o n o r a r y  t i t l e  o f  
Commodore o f  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  S u b m a r i n e  D i v i s i o n .  I n  my 

o f f i c e  for  many years ,  I had  my commiss ion  as a c o l o n e l  i n  
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t h e  Army, a m a j o r  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  and a commodore 

i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  S u b m a r i n e  D i v i s i o n .  So I h a v e  had 

q u i t e  a few i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  

I t h i n k  a n o t h e r  d e l i g h t f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  was t h e  number of 
r e t i r e d  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  1 c o u l d  recru i t  to come w i t h  me to  O h i o  

S t a t e  and be  on  my s t a f f ,  b o t h  i n  t e a c h i n g  and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

s o  t h a t  w e  d e v e l o p e d  many medical p r o g r a m s  t h a t  had a m i l i -  
t a r y  background .  W e  had a r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  
t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  1 h e a d e d  O h i o  S t a t e  as t h e  o n l y  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  

t h a t  never had a p r o j e c t  t u r n e d  down when w e  a p p l i e d  f o r  

f u n d s ,  and t h e y  s e n t  s i t e  v i s i t o r s .  We p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h o s e  

s i t e  v i s i t o r s  over weeks ,  and t h e  l a s t  2 d a y s  w e  had d r y  r u n s  
i n  which I w a t c h e d  t h e  s t o p  clock t o  see t h a t  nobody wen t  
over t h e i r  a l l o c a t e d  2 t o  3 m i n u t e s .  The  p rogram p r o g r e s s e d ;  

i t  was i m p r e s s i v e  t o  l a y  m e d i c a l  p e o p l e  who had never  had 

s t a f f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  b u t  t o  u s  i t  was j u s t  a repet i t ion of what  

we had d o n e  on m i l i t a r y  d u t y .  I t h i n k  t h e  t h r i l l  of p u t t i n g  

t o g e t h e r  a program a t  O h i o  S t a t e  of $150 m i l l i o n  w o r t h  of 

b u i l d i n g s ,  a t h i r d  o f  which  came f rom t h e  S t a t e  of Ohio  and 
t w o - t h i r d s  f rom t h e  F e d e r a l  Government ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  to  g e t  an  
a v i a t i o n  space m e d i c a l  p rog ram i n  an academic  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  
O h i o  S t a t e ,  and to g e t  s u b m a r i n e  and u n d e r w a t e r  m e d i c i n e  

i n v o l v e d  a t  O h i o  S t a t e  was r e w a r d i n g .  

N a t u r a l l y  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  t o  t o p  o f f i ce  i n  m e d i c a l  societies 
is a l w a y s  r w a r d i n g .  B u t  I s t i l l  l o o k  back  on  t h e  day  t h a t  

S e c r e t a r y  J o h n s o n  s a i d  w e  were going to h a v e  a s e p a r a t e  
m e d i c a l  service.  T h i s  was i n  May 1 9 4 9 .  I remember p i c k i n g  

u p  t h e  te lephone and c a l l i n g  General Grow. H e  n a t u r a l l y  was 

ex t r eme ly  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  I s a i d  t o  him,  “General G r o w ,  b o t h  

o f  us m u s t  remember t h a t  y o u r  s t a f f ” - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  Colonel 
W i t h e r s ;  C o l o n e l  Cook,  l a t e r  General  Cook; C o l o n e l  Kennard ;  

C o l o n e l  S c h w i c h t e n b e r g - - “ d i d  t h e  h a r d  work of t h e  p l a n n i n g .  
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You and I had t h e  p l e a s u r e  of p r e s e n t i n g  i t .  Wha teve r  you 
d o  i n  t h e  f i r s t  orders of t h e  day  as t h e  f i r s t  S u r g e o n  

General of t h e  A i r  Force, and I know you w i l l ,  remember 

t h o s e  people who worked 1 0  and 1 2  h o u r s  a day  l a t e  i n t o  t h e  

n i g h t  to g e t  s t a t i s t i c a l  m a t e r i a l  and r e s e a r c h  o t h e r  
mater ia l  t h a t  we c o u l d  p r e s e n t  to  m i l i t a r y  and congressional 
and l a y  committees and c o u n c i l s  t h a t  r e a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  
recogni t ion of w h a t  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  c o u l d  and would d o . "  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I would  l i k e  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t  my s o n ,  C a p t  

George R.  L. M e i l i n g ,  r e c e i v e d  h i s  commission i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e .  H e  met h i s  w i f e ,  Capt M a r g a r e t  Ludy 

M e i l i n g ,  who was an  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A i r  F o r c e  

i n  Europe .  The  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  gave m e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  and 

p r i v i l e g e  o f  p i n n i n g  a d e c o r a t i o n  o n  my s o n .  He e a r n e d  i t  
f o r  d u t i e s  o v e r  and beyond h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  as a m e d i c a l  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  officer. I d o n ' t  a n t i c i p a t e  l i v i n g  t o  see my 
g r a n d s o n s  i n  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  b u t  I hope  i f  t h e y  c h o o s e  a 
m i l i t a r y  career anyplace a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  t h e y  w i l l  c h o o s e  t h e  

A i r  Force. 

My w i f e ,  Ann E l i z a b e t h  L u c a s ,  m a r r i e d  2 1  J u n e  1 9 4 0 ,  h a s  been  

a v e r y ,  v e r y  s t a u n c h ,  l oya l  supporter o f  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  znd 
f o r t u n a t e l y  s h e  takes t h i n g s  p e r s o n a l l y .  S h e  f e l t  v e r y  

k e e n l y  when G e n e r a l  K i r k  n o t  o n l y  t h r e a t e n e d  b u t  prepared 
c o u r t - m a r t i a l  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  m e  f o r  t h i n g s  I was d o i n g ,  

s u c h  as w i t h  J a c q u e l i n e  C o c h r a n  [tt C o l ]  when we b o u g h t  
c l o t h  f o r  f l i g h t  n u r s e  and WASP [Women's Airforce S e r v i c e  

P i l o t s ]  u n i f o r m s .  I n  t h o s e  d a y s  t h e  only  agency  t h a t  c o u l d  

p r o v i d e  u n i f o r m s  f o r  t h e  n u r s e s  or o t h e r  people was t h e  

Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corps. W e  b o u g h t  t h i s  f o r  f l y i n g  c l o t h i n g  and 

h a d  i t  made u p  u n d e r  a con t r ac t  a t  t h e  R e s e a r c h  L a b o r a t o r y  

f o r  C l o t h i n g  and Equ ipmen t  a t  Wr igh t -Pa t .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  

o v e r  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s '  w o r t h  of  c l o t h  and t a i l o r i n g .  we 
t h o u g h t  t h e y  were ve ry ,  very n i ce  u n i f o r m s .  
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W e  had a l i t t l e  t r o u b l e .  The  n u r s e s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  s h o u l d  

h a v e  d r o p  s e a t s  i n  t h e i r  p a n t s ,  and t h e  f l y i n g  g i r l s  wanted 

z i p p e r e d  f r o n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e l i e f  tubes  t h a t  were 
a v a i l a b l e  a b o a r d  p l a n e s ,  T h a t  was o n e  command d e c i s i o n  t h a t  

I d i d n ' t  h a v e  to go above my own o f f i c e  t o  a u t h o r i z e .  We 
p u t  z i p p e r s  u p  t h e  f r o n t .  I n e v e r  h e a r d  a n u r s e  complain 
a b o u t  i t  a f % e r  we t a u g h t  t h e  t a i l o r s  how to make them so 
t h e y  were n e a t  and f o r m f i t t i n g .  They had  a l w a y s  s a i d  when 
t h e y  wore male s l a c k s  t h e y  w e r e n ' t  v e r y  becoming.  They soon 
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e s e  u n i f o r m s  were becoming,  and t h e y  used  them, 

a n d  t h e y  a r e  r e c o r d e d  as f l i g h t  n u r s e s '  u n i f o r m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

f l y i n g  s u i t s .  W e  j u s t i f i e d  them as " f l y i n g  s u i t s , "  and t h e  

C h i e f  of t h e  Nurse Corps and t h e  Surgeon Genera l  of t h e  Army 

were bound and d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  w e  were g o i n g  to a d h e r e  t o  
M e d i c a l  Department  r u l e s  and regula t ions  & o u t  c l o t h i n g .  

G e n e r a l  Arnold  j u s t  s t e p p e d  i n  s a i d ,  " T h i s  is  my command. 

T h e s e  a r e  my u n i t s ,  and t h e y  w i l l  wear w h a t  I t e l l  them t o  
wear." T h a t  pleased my w i f e ,  but s h e  c o u l d  n e v e r  b r i n g  
h e r s e l f  t o  be  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  t o  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  of t h e  

Army or  members o f  t h a t  s t a f f  e v e n  i n  l a t e r  years.  S h e  

knew t h e n  q u i t e  w e l l ,  and we o f t e n  met them a t  m e d i c a l  

meet ings .  S h e  s t i l l  was so l o y a l  t o  t h e  A i r  Force. S h e  

u s e d  t o  argue w i t h  some of my f r i e n d s  who s a i d ,  "You h a v e  t o  
be  f a i r  w i t h  t h e  Army S u r g e o n  General. H e  was o n l y  d o i n g  

h i s  job." S h e  s a i d ,  "Yes, b u t  h e  was e x t r e m e l y  n a s t y  to  my 

husband .  " ( l a u g h t e r )  

I would like t o  s a y  t h a t  wha t  w e  h a v e  g o n e  over i n  t h e  l a s t  
s e v e r a l  d a y s  i s  n a t u r a l l y  my r e c o l l e c t i o n s  a f te r  some 39 

y e a r s ,  r e f r e s h e d  b.f some of  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  documen t s ,  b u t  i t  

w a s n ' t  my d o i n g ,  i t  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we had a v e r y  loyal  
and  e n e r g e t i c  and ambit ious,  c r e a t i v e  s t a f f .  S t a f f  v o r k ,  a s  

P r e s i d e n t  Truman s a i d ,  " L o y a l t y  mus t  go down i f  it is to  
come u p . "  I t h i n k  anybody who t r i e s  to t e l l  h i s t o r y  w i t h o u t  
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r e c o g n i z i n g  who made it is  d o i n g  a d i s s e r v i c e  to t h e  

l o n g  h o u r s  o f  t h e  s t a f f .  I r e c a l l  a s t o r y  a b o u t  Ludendor f f  

[Gen E r i c h  F. W . 1  and Hindenberg  coming back  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  
and b e i n g  s e n t  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  f r o n t  i n  1 9 1 4 .  General 
Hoffmann [Max] w a s  c h i e f  of  s t a f f ,  and h e  was p r e p a r i n g  t h e  

p l a n s .  He was a s k e d  how many a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a n s  h e  had f o r  

t h e  B a t t l e  of t h e  M a s u r i a n  Lakes. T h e  b a t t l e  l a t e r  became 

known as t h e  B a t t l e  of Tannenberg ,  which t h e  Germans won by 

d e c i s i v e l y  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  R u s s i a n s  w i t h  less t h a n  7 d a y s '  

p r e p a r a t i o n .  I ioffmann s a i d ,  " W e  s u b m i t t e d  29 a l t e r n a t i v e  

p l a n s  for G e n e r a l  Ludendorf  f and G e n e r a l  H indenbe rg .  " "What 
would  you h a v e  done  i f  t h e y  had t u r n e d  them down?" H e  s a i d ,  

" W e  would h a v e  drawn up 29 more p l a n s  and s u b m i t t e d  them t h e  
n e x t  d a y . "  I m e n t i o n  t h i s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  is t h e  a t t i t u d e  a 

s t a f f  o f f i c e r  m u s t  have .  Even though h e  is  f r u s t r a t e d ,  h e  
m u s t  n o t  show i t ;  h e  m u s t  a lways  d r i v e  ahead w i t h  new p l a n s .  

T h i s  was and is  so e s s e n t i a l  a t  t h e  t o p  l e v e l  o f  t h e  Surgeon  

G e n e r a l ' s  Of f i ce .  H e  can  be p o s i t i v e  a b o u t  h i s  professional 
m e d i c a l  op in ions ,  b u t  h e  m u s t  b e  f l e x i b l e  and meet t h e  

demands i n  war p l a n n i n g  and c o n t i n g e n c y  p l a n n i n g  t h a t  a r e  

c o n s t a n t l y  u n d e r  r e v i s i o n  and c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  u p d a t e d .  I t  

means t h e  m e d i c a l  annex  m u s t  be u p d a t e d  e v e n  i f  you h a v e  t o  
d o  i t  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n  5 d a y s  l a t e r .  

C :  On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A i r  Force H i s t o r y  and t h e  O r a l  
H i s t o r y  D i v i s i o n ,  I t h a n k  you f o r  a v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  and 

i n f o r m a t i v e  i n t e r v i e w .  

M: Thank you. 

(End O r a l  H i s t o r y  I n t e r v i e w  #1353) 
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I wan t  t o  add a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  o n e  a r e a  i n  my i n t e r v i e w .  I t  h a s  

t o  do w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  t h e  Army M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  and 
t h e  A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e .  Too o f t e n  o n e  t h o u g h t  i t  was 

p r i m a r i l y  a b a t t l e  be tween  d o c t o r s  and d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  of  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  of  opinion be tween  t h e  War S t a f f  

and t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  and h i s  s t a f f  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  Army. A f t e r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Army i n t o  t h e  A r m y  
A i r  F o r c e s ,  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  Forces, and t h e  Army Ground F o r c e s ,  

t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  was p l a c e d  a s  a s p e c i a l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  to  t h e  

Commanding G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  Forces. The  M e d i c a l  
S e r v i c e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Army A i r  F o r c e s  w a s  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  

a s s i g n e d  t h e r e ,  it was d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  t h e  Commanding General,  
General  A r n o l d .  

T h e  S u r g e o n  Genera l ' s  s t a f f  l a b o r e d  u n d e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
d i f f i c u l t y  by n o t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h o s e  who 

d i d  u n d e r s t a n d  it n o t  a c c e p t i n g  i t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  f e l t  t h e  Surgeon  

General of t h e  Army was a m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of 
War,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  M r .  S t i m s o n .  They d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  time b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  much as 
t h e y  had p r i o r  t o  March 1942 .  T h i s  c a u s e d  a grea t  d e a l  of 
f r i c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  s t a f f .  O v e r  i n  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s ,  

t h e y  had a Department of H o s p i t a i i z a t i o n  and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t h a t  

c o n t r o l l e d  h o s p i t a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t h e  p r o b l e m s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  p e r s o n n e l  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l s .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 4 2 ,  t h e r e  

was a g r e a t  d e a l  of  f r i c t i o n .  The  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  Major 
G e n e r a l  Magee, t r i e d  s e v e r a l  times ' to a b o l i s h  t h e  M e d i c a i  

S e r v i c e  of  t h e  A i r  Force. T h i s  was i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  Army 
A i r  Forces c o n c e p t  o f  command. They d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  S u r g e o n  

G e n e r a l  could exercise command w i t h i n  t h e  Army A i r  Forces. T h i s  

was  a v e r y  s t r o n g  p o i n t .  

A t  t h i s  same time, t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 4 2 ,  t h e  Army was r e c e i v i n g  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of cri t icism. They w e r e n ' t  a b l e  t o  g e t  m e d i c a l  
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s u p p l i e s .  What medical s u p p l i e s  t h e y  had w e r e  b e i n g  l i t e r a l l y  

c o n f i s c a t e d  by M r .  H a r r y  H o p k i n s ,  who was t h e  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  

t o  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  for t h e  l e n d - l e a s e  program. T h i s  

d i v e r s i o n  of m e d i c a l  s c l p p l i e s  was n o t  o n l y  t o  France and 

E n g l a n d ,  b u t  it was m e d i c a l  s u p p l i e s - - l i t t e r s ,  b l a n k e t s ,  

d r u g s - - t o  C h i n a ,  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  and w h e r e v e r  w e  had l e n d - l e a s e .  

T h i s  had n o t  been  p l a n n e d  in e i t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  or war  p l a n s .  

r h e  result  was t h a t  t h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  was u n a b l e  t o  meet 
t h e  demands of m o b i l i z a t i o n .  A n o t h e r  a r e a  t h a t  g e n e r a t e d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s y s t e m  was t h e  quota 
of 5 b e d s  per 100 t r o o p s  i n  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s .  In d i s p e n s a r i e s  
t h e y  w o u l d  have  f rom 2 t o  3 b e d s  per 1 0 0 .  Then i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l s ,  they had 3 beds p e r  1 0 0  t r o o p  s t r e n g t h .  Then f o r c e s  

w e n t  o v e r s e a s ,  and t h e y  d u p l i c a t e d  i n  e a c h  of t h e  t h e a t e r s  t h e  

b e d s  for t h e  s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  and t h e  b e d s  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l s .  A t  t h a t  time t h e  War Department d i d  n o t  have  a 
p o l i c y  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  l e n g t h  of time c a s u a l t i e s ,  e i t h e r  s i c k  

or wounded,  s t a y e d  i n  a n  overseas t h e a t e r .  Us ing  t h e  f o r m u l a s  

t h a t  were d e v e l o p e d  i n  Wor ld  War I ,  t h e  t h e a t e r  s t a f f  was 

c o n s i d e r i n g  180  d a y s  t o  be t h e  minimum t h a t  a p a t i e n t  would 

r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  t h e a t e r .  T h i s  c a u s e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o€ E r i c t i o n  
b e c a u s e  of  t h e  h o u s i n g  t h a t  was n e e d e d ,  t h e  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  were 
b e i n g  b u i l t  and t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  O f f i c e  d e s i r e  t o  make 

l e a s e s  f o r  resort ho te l s .  T h i s  t h e  c i v i l  d e f e n s e  p e o p l e  

o b j e c t e d  t o  because t h e y  f e l t  t h e  h o t e l s  were to  b e  u s e d  f o r  

c i v i l  d e f e n s e  h o s p i t a l s .  On top of t h a t  t h e  people i n  t h e  

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  ' s  O f f  i c e  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  c o n t r a c t i n g .  
C o n t r a c t i n g  was more l e g a l  t h a n  it was medical, so t h e y  had 

f r i c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  m e d i c a l  s u p p l y  c o m p a n i e s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  

made i n s t r u m e n t s .  Fo r  e x a m p l e ,  one of t h e  b i g  j e w e l r y  companies  

s w i t c h e d  from making k n i v e s  and f o r k s  t o  making s u r g i c a l  
i n s t r u m e n t s .  They wan ted  t o  w r i t e  contracts t h e  way t h e y  would 
f o r  any o t h e r  b i d  a r t i c l e ,  b u t  t h e  Medical D e p a r t m e n t  d i d  n o t  

s u b s c r i b e  to  t h a t .  
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I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l  was q u i t e  u p s e t  b e c a u s e  t h e  

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  i n s i s t e d  on u s i n g  t h e  same square f o o t a g e  p e r  

man i n  t h e  b a r r a c k s  t h a t  t h e y  had found n e c e s s a r y  d u r i n g  t h e  f l u  

epidemic i n  1917  and 1918 .  T h i s  assumed t h a t  t h e  t r o o p s  were  

g o i n g  to  be  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r e v e r .  I t  d i d n ' t  c o n s i d e r  
t h e  t r o o p s  b e i n g  s e n t  o v e r s e a s  to  t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e a t e r s .  So t h i s  

was  a h o u s i n g  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  c a u s e d  General M a r s h a l l  g r e a t  

conce rn .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t  t h e  W h i t e  House was concerned 
b e c a u s e  t h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  was making no  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  

N e g r o  p h y s i c i a n s  or N e g r o  n u r s e s  or Negro  d e n t i s t s ,  n o  

p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  women p h y s i c i a n s ,  and no  provis ions  f o r  

o s t e o p a t h s .  T h i s  was caus ing  q u i t e  a b i t  of p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l  

i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  r e f l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  C o n g r e s s  u p  t o  t h e  W h i t e  

House .  

Gen B r e h o n  S o m e r v e l l ,  who was t h e  commanding G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army 

Se rv ice  Forces--it had b e e n  changed  f rom t h e  S e r v i c e s  of  S u p p l y  

t o  t h e  Army S e r v i c e  Forces--was v e r y  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  of 

t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  H e  had b u i l t  up  w i t h i n  h i s  own s p e c i a l  

s t a f f  a h o s p i t a l ,  a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and a medical s u p p l y  

s e c t i o n .  They were i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  desires of t h e  

S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  Army. A l l  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  was a l so  t h e  

d e s i r e  o f  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  

M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  of  t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and p u t  them d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  

h i s  o w n  command. G e n e r a l  A r n o l d ,  a s  Commanding G e n e r a l  of t h e  

Army A i r  Forces, was n o t  a b o u t  to  h a v e  G e n e r a l  S o m e r v e l l ,  

Commanding G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s ,  c o n t r o l  h i s  

medical p e r s o n n e l  o r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n o r  was h e  about t o  h a v e  

G e n e r a l  Magee, t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  t e l l i n g  h i m  w h a t  h e  c o u l d  do 

and w h a t  h e  c o u l d n ' t  do.  I n  A u g u s t  1 9 4 2  G e n e r a l  L u t e s ,  who was 
c h i e f  o f  s t a f f  to  G e n e r a l  S o m e r v e l l ,  d rew up a program of 
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  Medical D e p a r t m e n t .  I t  was t h o u g h t  a t  t h a t  

t ime i t  would b e  h a n d l e d  e n t i r e l y  w i t h i n  t h e  S e r v i c e s  of S u p p l y  

o r  the  Army S e r v i c e  F o r c e s .  When S o m e r v e l l  g o t  i t  h e  t a l k e d  i t  
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o v e r  w i t h  G e n e r a l  M a r s h a l l ,  and t h e y  decided t h a t  i n s t e a d  of 

d o i n g  it w i t h i n  t h e  S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  t h e y  would a p p o i n t  a 

committee composed o f  two r e t i r e d  m e d i c a l  o f f i c e r s ,  and on t h e  

a d v i c e  of 2 of t h e  retired S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  t h e y  would  select  11 
m e d i c a l  p e o p l e - - p h y s i c i a n s ,  h o s p i t a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  and 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of War got  i n t o  it. 
T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  l a t e r  was known a s  t h e  Wacihams C o m m i t t e e  b e c a u s e  

Co1 S a n f o r d  Wadhams--Medical Corps, Army, r e t i r e d - - w a s  made 
c h a i r m a n .  They d i d  not c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  H e  

d i d  n o t  know a n y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  u n t i l  i t  was announced  i n  t h e  
p a p e r s .  T h i s  committee met d u r i n g  S e p t e m b e r ,  O c t o b e r ,  and i n t o  

November 1 9 4 2 .  When t h e y  reported back  t h e y  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  
S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  General  Magee, w i t h  a copy of  t h e i r  r e p o r t .  I n  
f a c t  h e  d i d n ' t  g e t  any p a r t  of t h e  r e p o r t  u n t i l  February 1 9 4 3 .  

T h i s  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e d  9 5  a r e a s  i n  which  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  

could  e f f e c t  c o r r e c t i o n  of d e f i c i e n c i e s .  The  r e p o r t  a l s o  

recommended t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of t h e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  of t h e  Army 

A i r  F o r c e s .  They had n o t  i n t e r v i e w e d  G e n e r a l  A r n o l d  or G e n e r a l  

T i m b e r l a k e  or  G e n e r a l  McNarney who were senior  o f f i c e r s  of  t h e  

Army A i r  F o r c e s .  They had come to t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s  o n  t h e i r  
own. They d i d  s e n d  a copy  of t h i s  r ecommenda t ion  t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  

S t a f f ,  who s e n t  i t  to  G e n e r a l  McNarney, who t h e n  s e n t  i t  to  
G e n e r a l  A r n o l d .  A t  t h a t  p o i n t  General G r a n t ,  who was t h e  A i r  

S u r g e o n  i n  charge of t h e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  of t h e  Army A i r  
F o r c e s ,  was g i v e n  it fo r  p r e p a r a t i o n  of a r e p l y .  

T h e  r e a s o n  I g o  i n t o  a l l  t h i s  is t h a t  t h e  f r i c t i o n  was n o t  j u s t  

between G e n e r a l  G r a n t  and G e n e r a l  Magee anGi G e n e r a l  Kirk and 
G e n e r a l  G r a n t .  I t  was n o t  p u r e l y  be tween  medical a i r  and 

m e d i c a l  g r o u n d ,  S e r v i c e  F o r c e s  v e r s u s  t h e  A i r  F o r c e ;  i t  was a 

b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  of p h i l o s o p h y  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  War D e p a r t m e n t  

s t a f f  who had d e s i g n e d  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  S u r g e o n  
G e n e r a l ' s  s t a f f  who d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u t  

s t i l l  b e i i e v e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  Army corps sys t em- -  
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A r t i l l e r y ,  I n f a n t r y ,  Quartermaster ,  and t h e  Medica l - -and  were 
t r y i n g  to  t u r n  t h e  c l o c k  b a c k ,  i f  you w i l l ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  

f u n c t i o n e d  as t h e y  had i n  World War I ,  as direct  a d v i s o r s  t o  
S e c r e t a r y  S t imson.  

I n  t h e  meant ime S o m e r v e l l  had made i t  v e r y  c l ea r  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  

w a n t  Magee r e a p p o i n t e d  a s  Surgeon Genera l .  H i s  time was up i n  
Hay 1 9 4 3 .  T h a t ' s  when t h e y  got i n t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  w i t h  Major 
G e n e r a l  K e n n e r ' s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  f rom Afr ica ,  w h e r e  h e  was 
E i s e n h o w e r ' s  c h i e f  medical o f f i c e r ,  and t h e n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  
i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  c i v i l i a n  m e d i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  

o f  t h e  Sec re t a ry  o f  War, M r .  S t i m s o n .  Everybody was p i c k i n g  

somebody to  be t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l .  I t  so happened  t h a t  

P r e s i d e n t  Roosevelt was i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  t h r o u g h  h i s  personal  
p h y s i c i a n  who was t h e  S u r g e o n  General o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Navy, 
V i c e  A d m  Ross McIntire.  T h e  n o n m i l i t a r y  recommended t h e n  Ma] 
G e n  Norman K i r k ,  who was a t  t h a t  time i n  command of t h e  g e n e r a l  

h o s p i t a l  a t  Grand Rap ids - -1  t h i n k  it was c a l l e d  P e r c y  Genera l  
H o s p i t a l - - a n d  who was a q u a l i f i e d  and c e r t i f i e d  o r t h o p e d i c  
su rgeon  and a g e n e r a l  s u r g e o n .  H e  had i n  p rev ious  times 
o p e r a t e d  on Secretary o f  t h e  War S t i m s o n .  So S t i m s o n  
recommended t h a t  G e n e r a l  K i r k  ne named S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ,  and 

M a r s h a l l  w i t h d r e w  h i s  c a n d i d a t e ,  Gene ra l  Kenncr .  R o o s e v e l t  t h e n  
a g r e e d  t o  t h e  appoin tment  of K i r k .  

K i r k ' s  f i r s t  a s s i g n m e n t  was to go o v e r  t h e  Wadhams C o m m i t t e e  

report  and t h e i r  r ecommenda t ions .  You can  imagine a committee 
report  w i t h  95  d i f f e r e n t  r ecommenda t ions .  K i r k  came u p  w i t h  t h e  

i d e a  t h a t  h e  would r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  h i s  own c o n c e p t s ,  n o t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Wadhams C o m m i t t e e .  
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APPENDIX B 

A D D I T I O N A L  REMARKS ON GEN DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, 

T H E  COOPER COMMITTEE, AND HEARINGS ON A DEFENSE 

MEDICAL S E R V I C E  
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G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  became i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

medical  s e r v i c e s  of  t h e  t h r e e  s e r v i c e s .  When M r .  F o r r e s t a l  

became S e c r e t a r y  of  D e f e n s e ,  w e  had wha t  w a s  c a l l e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

M i l i t a r y  E s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  n o t  r e a l l y  a command o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u t  a 
p o l i c y  and program o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The  C h i e f s  oE S t a E f  and C h i e f  

of N a v a l  O p e r a t i o n s  formed t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s ,  b u t  t h e y  had no 
Cha i rman  from 1947 t o  1949. O u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e s  were p u t t i n g  
p ressure  on S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l  to  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

m e d i c a l  services. T h e  A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  Se rv ice  was b e i n g  

p r o v i d e d  by t h e  A m y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  

b e t w e e n  Genera l  S p a a t z  and G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  t h a t  t h e r e  would 

b e  a 2 - y e a r  h i a t u s  b e t w e e n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  Depar tmen t  
o f  D e f e n s e  and t h e  N a t i o n a l  M i l i t a r j  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  and t h e  

d e c i s i o n  of  what  t h e y  would  d o  w i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  

u n i t s - - C h a p l a i n s ,  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  Corps,  E n g i n e e r  Corps,  and t h e  

M e d i c a l .  

M r .  F o r r e s t a l  a p p o i n t e d  a committee headed  by r e t i r e d  Gen P a u l  

Hawley of  t h e  Army M e d i c a l  Corps and t h e  two S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  

and  t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n .  N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  w h a t e v e r  t h e y  recommended, 

i t  had t o  go back  t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  t h e  m e d i c a l  people d i d  n o t  h a v e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  speak f o r  

t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s .  T h i s  committee had many 

s u b c o m m i t t e e s ,  and t h e y  s t u d i e d  i n n u m e r a b l e  p r o b l e m s  from 
m e d i c a l  suppl ies  t o  medical p u b l i c a t i o n s  to  h o s p i t a l s  and so 
f o r t h ,  b u t  t h e r e  was n e v e r  any a c t i o n  t a k e n .  

I n  November 1948 F o r r e s t a l  d e c i d e d  to  a b o l i s h  t h i s  s o - c a l l e d  

Hawley C o m m i t t e e ,  and h e  a p p o i n t e d  M r .  P r o c t o r  Cooper, who was 

t h e n  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  Amer ican  T e l e p h o n e  and T e l e g r a p h  and a l so  
c h a i r m a n  of t h e  b o a r d  o f  t h e  l a rge  h o s p i t a l  known as t h e  College 
o f  P h y s i c i a n s  and S u r g e o n s  Hospital  o f  Co lumbia  U n i v e r s i t y ,  to  
h e a d  up w i t h i n  Mr. F o r r e s t a l ' s  o f f i c e  t h e  m e d i c a l  and h e a l t h  
p l a n n i n g .  To a d v i s e  Mr. Cooper h e  s e l e c t e d  some n i n e  p h y s i c i a n s  
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and o n e  d e n t i s t .  T h i s  became known as t h e  Cooper  Commit tee .  

T h e  Cooper  C o m m i t t e e  t h e n  r e p l a c e d  t h e  Hawley C o m m i t t e e ,  and t h e  

Hawley C o m m i t t e e  t u r n e d  over a l l  t h e i r  mater ia l  to  t h e  Cooper  

Committee. The C o o p e r  C o m m i t t e e  was made up e n t i r e l y  of 

c i v i l i a n s .  The  S u r g e o n s  G e n e r a l  of t h e  Army and t h e  Navy and 

t h e  A i r  S u r g e o n  s a t  i n  a s  o b s e r v e r s .  

W h i l e  a l l  t h i s  was g o i n g  o n ,  t h e  Hoover  Commiss ion  had two 

c o m m i t t e e s .  O n e  was headed  by M r .  V o o r h e e s ,  a l a w y e r  who had 
been  i n  t h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ’ s  O f f i c e  i n  c h a r g e  of  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  Control  and S u p p l i e s  d u r i n g  World War 11, and composed of 
v e r y  famous and i m p o r t a n t  m e d i c a l  p e o p l e  f rom a round  t h e  U n i t e d  

S ta tes .  A s e c o n d  group was headed  by M r .  E b e r s t a d t ,  who d u r i n g  

World War I1 had  b e e n  t h e  head  of war  p r o d u c t i o n .  M r .  E b e r s t a d t  

a p p o i n t e d  D r .  Howard Rusk and m y s e l f ,  D r .  M e i l i n g ,  as h i s  

m e d i c a l  a d v i s o r s .  The  A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  Association had a g r o u p  

o f  c i v i l i a n  d o c t o r s  known a s  t h e  C o u n c i l  on Nat iona l  M e d i c a l  

A f f a i r s .  The  American C o l l e g e  3f  S u r g e o n s  had a s t u d y  g r o u p .  

So t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  b i t  of e v e r y t h i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  d e c i d i n g  

w h a t  k i n d  of  m e d i c a l  s e rv i ce  t h e  Department of  D e f e n s e  would 

e v e n t u a l l y  h a v e .  

G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  was r e t i r e d  and serving as p r e s i d e n t  of 

Co lumbia  U n i v e r s i t y .  M r .  Truman and M r .  F o r r e s t a l  a s k e d  him to 
b e  t h e  a c t i n g  c h a i r m a n  of  t h e  J o i n t  C h i e f s  o f  S t a f f ,  which h e  

a c c e p t e d  on a t e m p o r a r y  b a s i s .  F o r  s e v e r a l  mon ths  h e  had been  
u n a b l e  t o  g e t  an  a g e n d a  i t e m  approved  or p a s s e d  by t h e  J o i n t  
C h i e f s .  On 2 5  F e b r u a r y ,  a f t e r  t h e  agenda  items had been  

d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f ,  h e  s a i d ,  “Well, 

t h i s  is  n o t  an  a g e n d a  i t e m  b u t  is s o m e t h i n g  I f e e l  a l l  of u s  

concur i n .  B e c a u s e  i t  i s n ‘ t  an  agenda  item, it w i l l  n o t  be 

c a l l e d  f o r  a v o t e .  I p r o p o s e  t h a t  w e  h a v e  a s i n g l e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  

m e d i c a l  se rv ice  o€ t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  and t h a t  t h e  

d i r e c t o r  o r  s u p e r  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  of t h i s  new d e f e n s e  m e d i c a l  
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s e r v i c e  have  e q u a l  r a n k  w i t h  t h e  members of t h e  J o i n t  S t a f f . "  

Nobody o b j e c t e d ,  and a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  record, G e n e r a l  E i senhower  
p e r s o n a l l y  wrote a memorandum i n  h i s  own hand and took i t  t h a t  
a f t e r n o o n  over t o  S e c r e t a r y  For res ta l ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  Jo in t  
S t a f f  had no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r n a t i o n  OE a s i n g l e  m i l i t a r y  

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  Defense .  S e c r e t a r y  

F o r r e s t a l  t h e n  c a l l e d  on  h i s  two a s s i s t a n t s - - J o h n  O h i y ,  

A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  for A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and Marx Leva ,  A s s i s t a n t  
S e c r e t a r y  f o r  L e g a l  C o u n s e l .  They c a l l e d  m e  and a s k e d  what  I 

t h o u g h t  Mr. F o r r e s t a l  s h o u l d  d o  w i t h  i t ,  and I s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  
b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  M r .  Cooper and h i s  c o m m i t t e e .  Remember I s a t  

o n  t h a t  committee. T h i s  was d o n e ,  and on 5 March t h e  Cooper  

Committee began  h e a r i n g s  i n  which  v a r i o u s  m e d i c a l  l e a d e r s  and 

m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e ,  

a p p e a r e d  and e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  of w h a t  s h o u l d  be done .  

A t  t h e  end of  t h e  h e a r i n g s - - t h e y  were 20 d a y s  i n  d u r a t i o n - -  

2 5  March t h e  Cooper  C o m m i t t e e  recommended t o  S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l  

t h a t  each  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  services needed t h e i r  own m i l i t a r y  

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  b u t  t h a t  a p o l i c y  and pr3ram o f f i c e  s h o u l d  be  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense.  The 

d i r e c t o r  of t h a t  o f f i c e  was to  be  a c i v i l i a n .  About  t h e  same 

time t h a t  t h i s  h a p p e n e d ,  t h e  memorandum f rom M r .  E b e r s t a d t  

t h r o u g h  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  Hoover ,  t h e  Hoover Commission, had 

a r r i v e d  a t  F o r r e s t a l ' s  o f f i c e ,  and it p r o p o s e d  a l m o s t  

i d e n t i c a l l y  t h e  same t h i n g .  The  Amer ican  M e d i c a l  Associat ion 
s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l  p r o p o s i n g  almost t h e  same 

t h i n g ,  too. 

M r .  F o r r e s t a l  r e t i r e d  s e v e r a l  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e s e  m e m o s  h i t  h i s  

d e s k ,  and M r .  L o u i s  J o h n s o n  was a p p o i n t e d  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e .  

Mr. J o h n s o n ,  Mr. O h l y ,  M r .  Leva ,  M r .  Cooper, and I met i n  M r .  
J o h n s o n ' s  o f f i c e ,  and w e  e x p l a i n e d  what  t h e  p rob lem was,  and 

t h e n  M r .  J o h n s o n  s a i d ,  " I t ' s  f i n e .  P r e p a r e  a memorandum t o  

e s t a b l i s h  i n  my s t a f f  an  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of Defense 

2 50 



for  m e d i c a l  and h e a l t h  a f f a i r s  and h a v e  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o€ t h e  k i r  
F o r c e  and t h e  C h i e f  of S t a f f  oE the A i r  F o r c e  p r e p a r e  proper 

o r d e r s  to  e s t a b l i s h  an A i r  F o r c e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  e f f e c t i v e  

1 J u l y  1 9 4 9 .  " T h i s  h a n d w r i t t e n  memorandum t h a t  E i s e n h o w e r  had 

t a k e n  o v e r  to  S e c r e t a r y  F o r r e s t a l  was o f t e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  

s t i m u l u s  t h a t  s o l v e d  t h e  m e d i c a l  p r o b l e m s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  t h e n  

c o n s i d e r e d  . 
I was v e r y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  p e r s o n a l l y  i n  G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r ' s  i d e a s  
t h a t  a l l  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  would be r u n  by t h e  R e g u l a r s  of  t h i s  

D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e  and a l l  t h e  combat  m e d i c a l  

s e r v i c e s  would be  p e r f o r m e d  by R e s e r v e  o f f i c e r s  c a l l e d  t o  d u t y .  

T h i s  was G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r ,  who had commanded t h e  l a r g e s t  

A m e r i c a n  f i g h t i n g  force i n  h i s to ry ,  p r o p o s i n g  t h a t  it w a s n ' t  
i m p o r t a n t  to h a v e  a w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  m i l i t a r y  m e d i c a l  force,  i t  

was o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  to  h a v e  w e l l - o r g a n i z e d  m i l i t a r y  hosp i t a l s .  
T h i s  represents t h e  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  o f t e n  w e  found i n  t h e  s t a f f ,  o f  
h o s p i t a l s  b e i n g  more important t h a n  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  The  

c o n c e p t  of s e n d i n g  p a t i e n t s  back t o  c o n t i n e n t a l  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i f  

t h e y  r e q u i r e d  more t h a n  20 d a y s  of h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  was d i f f i c u l t  

t o  present and h a v e  o f f i c e r s  a g r e e  t o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were wed to  
t h i s  concept of  h o s p i t a l s  and h o s p i t a l s  and h o s p i t a l s  i n  
o v e r s e a s  t h e a t e r s  and back  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

I t h i n k  t h e  V i e t n a m  and Korean  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a s  w e l l  as our 
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  h a v e  shown t h a t  it is more 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  f l y  a p a t i e n t  back a s  f a s t  a s  p o s s i b l e  to  !get 
d e f i n i t i v e  c a r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l o g i s t i c  

a i r l i f t  or  s e a l i f t  l o a d  t o  support t h e  p e o p l e  r e q u i r e d  to  
m a i n t a i n  t h a t  p a t i e n t  i n  a n  overseas t h e a t e r .  I t h i n k  i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  t h a t  I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d ,  it comes t o  a b o u t  s i x  i n d i v i d u a l s  

t o  m a i n t a i n  o n e  p a t i e n t  o v e r s e a s .  Each i n d i v i d u a l  requires  2 

t o n s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  3 9  d a y s  h e  is  i n  t h e  t h e a t e r .  A t  any 

r a t e ,  when G e n e r a l  E i s e n h o w e r  became P r e s i d e n t  E i s e n h o w e r ,  h e  
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d i d  not c h a n g e  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s  as t h e y  

e x i s t e d .  
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"If men cou ld  l e a r n  from h i s t o r y ,  what lessons 

i t  might teach! But passion and p a r t y  b l i n d  ou r  eyes, 

and the l i g h t  which exper ience g ives  u s  i s  as a l a n t e r n  

on the  s te rn ,  which shines only on the  waves behind us." 

Sarnual Tay lo r  Coler idge 
1782 - 1834 

"Time goes, you say a l a s  - Time stays,  we go." 

Henry Aus t i n  Dobson 
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THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

. 
I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  i n  every hawser, rope or l i n e  o f  t he  E n g l i s h  Royal Navy 

one w i l l  f i n d ,  i n t e r t w i n e d ,  a t h i n  red  thread represent ing  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  

through the  c e n t u r i e s  of t h i s  Royal Service.  In  the U n i t e d  Sta tes  A i r  Force 

Medical  Serv ice,  one must t r a c e  two l i n e s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ;  one, t h e  

m i l i t a r y  medical  serv ices;  and the  second, the  m i l i t a r y  a e r o n a u t i c a l  serv ices .  

I n  these r e f l e c t i o n s ,  no e f f o r t  w i l l  be made to  r e - t e l l  t h e  advances o f  

research, c l i n i c a l  breakthroughs, human engineer ing,  e tc . ,  each o f  which was and 

i s  impor tant .  The emphasis w i l l  be on o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  environment, 

p o l i t i c a l  and economic cont ingenc ies ,  and leadersh ip .  The "thread" o f  American 

m i l i t a r y  medicine s h a l l  be f i r s t  exp lored prepara tory  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a b a s i s  f o r  

t h e  aeronaut ica l  serv ices.  

The germs o f  the  r e f o r m a t i o n  e r a  (1450-1600) were c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  Spain, 

Por tuga l ,  England, France, A u s t r i a ,  Germany, I t a l y  and Hol land. P o l i t i c a l l y ,  

what we today c a l l  "The Midd le  East" was, by b l o c k i n g  commercial l and  t r a v e l  

between China, I n d i a ,  and Europe, c r e a t i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  an a l t e r n a t i v e  sea r o u t e  

between the  areas. 

* 

The i n t e r e s t  o f  King Ferdinand o f  Spain i n  a new sea r o u t e  t o  Ind ia ,  etc.,  

and Queen I s a b e l l a ' s  d e s i r e  " t o  propagate t h e  f a i t h "  (Roman C a t h o l i c  Church) 

caused these t w o  Spanish sovereigns t o  support  Chr is topher  Columbus of Genoa 

( I t a l y )  i n  1492 on h i s  voyage t o  what became t h e  Western Hemisphere. 

Columbus, on August 3 ,  1492, were t h r e e  Spanish phys ic ians  (surgeons);  one on 

each o f  t he  t h r e e  ships--Santa Maria,  Nina, and P i n t a  as they s a i l e d  from Paios. 

These sh ips each c a r r i e d  cannon so i t  seems o n l y  c o r r e c t  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  t h r e e  

(Maestre Juan Sanchez, Maestre Alonzo o f  Moguer, and Maestre Diego) phys ic ians  

as the b a s i c  foundat ion o f  European (d iscovery  o r  m i l i t a r y )  medical  serv ices  

i n t o  the  Western Hemisphere. (ADMIRAL OF THE OCEAN SEA, Samuel E l i o t  Morr ison, 

L i t t l e  Brown 6 Co., Boston 1946) 

Accompanying 

- 
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A f u l i  cen tury  passed be fore  the  f i r s t  Eng l i sh  phys i c ian  a r r i v e d  on the  

American shores (Chespian Bay in the  count ry  o f  V i rg inae)  i n  1603. He was U' 

Henry Kenton, f l e e t  surgeon t o  Capt. G i l b e r t  o f  the  London Company. Kenton 

and h i s  land ing  p a r t y  were ambushed and k i l l e d  by  the  savages as they came 

ashore, g i v i n g  t h e i r  1 i ves  f o r  crown, c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  and t h e  London Company. 

(AESCULAPIUS COMES TO THE COLONIES, Maurice Bear Gordon, Ventnor Pub l ishers ,  Inc. ,  

New York 1949) 

The d i f f i c c l t i e s  between the  Eng l i sh  Par l iament ,  the Crown, and the American 

co lon ies  was o f  a p o l i t i c a l  and economic o r i g i n .  The mother country  at tempted t o  

c o n t r o l  commerce from and to the co lon ies  by var ious  Nav iga t ion  Acts a t  a t ime 

when smuggling was a way o f  l i f e  between England and the  cont inent .  

In 1775, General George Washington was se lec ted  by the  F i r s t  Cont inenta l  

Congress t o  lead t h e  c o l o n i a l  fo rces  near Boston in an at tempt  t o  win a compromise 

on t a x a t i o n  and l i m i t a t i o n  o f  c o l o n i a l  expansion to  the  west. On J u l y  27, 1775, 

the  F i r s t  Cont inenta l  Congress, a t  t h e  request o f  General Washington, appointed 

D r .  Church o f  Boston as D i r e c t o r  General o f  Hosp i ta l s .  

.J 

I t  should be understood t h a t  each company or regiment brought i t s  own medical 

personnel when j o i n i n g  fo rces  w i t h  the c o l o n i a l  f o r c e  (army). Likewise, even 

Washington maintained Eng l i sh  m i l i t a r y  t r a d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  h i s  command, such as 

proposing "A t o a s t :  To Our Majesty,  King George I l l "  before  each evening meal 

a t  h i s  o f f i c e r s  mess. Th is  was d iscont inued a f t e r  J u l y  4 ,  1776. D r .  Church, 

l i k e  h i s  f e l l o w  Bostonians, had s o c i a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  many B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  

f rom t h e  b e t t e r  f a m i l i e s  o f  England. In  October 1775, D r .  Church was accused 

o f  "corresponding w i t h  t h e  enemy" and "bound over"  to  Congress f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

Congress, i n  May 1776, subs tan t i a ted  no charges and re leased him from m i l i t a r y  

se rv i ce .  
4 
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Or. John Morgan (on October 17, 1775) from Philadelphia (where he helped 

found what i s  now the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, 1766) was 

appointed Director of Hospitals to succeed Or. Church. (The almost "mania" for 

hospital control which began at this time permeates the thinking of some military 

medical leaders of the United States Armed Forces even today.) 

L 

The political firebrands of 1775-76 prevailed over the conservative colonists 

who wished only to remain loyal to the King under more liberal tax control and 

economic freedom of trade. On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress passed 

the Declaration of Independence. Of the 56 signers of this Declaration, six worked, 

or had worked, in the field of medicine: 

Josiah Bartlett - New Hampshire 
Lyman Hal 1 - Georgia 
Benjamin Rush - Pennsylvania 
George Taylor - Pennsylvania 
Matthew Thornton - New Hampsh i re 
01 iver Wolcott - Connecticut - 

George Taylor, the owner of an iron furnace in Pennsylvania, on July 20, 

1776, was selected to replace a Pennsylvania delegate who opposed separation from 

England. 

"munition" industrialist. Many authors only cite five physician signers (omitting 

Taylor). The document finally was signed as of January 17, 1777 although in the 

United States today, July 4 ,  1776 is celebrated as the national holiday. 

Taylor had studied and was apprenticed in medicine before he became a 

The role of the physician as a concerned citizen willing to be charged, 

and tried, for treason if his cause should fail was well established. 

Congress, in September 1775, appointed Dr. Stringer to be Director of 

Hospitals and Chief Physician to the Northern Department under General Schuyler. 

In July 1776, Congress appointed Or. William Shippen of Philadelphia as "chief 

physician" to a "flying camp" of 10,000 men. 

4 
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D r .  S t r i n g e r  was d i sappo in ted  I n  h i s  request l o r  he lp  arid s u p ~ l i c s  from 

O r .  Morgan. Both S t r i n g e r  and Morgan h e l d  Congressional appointments as d i r e c t o r s  

o f  h o s p i t a l s  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  armies of General Schuyler and General Washington. 

S t r i n g e r  appealed p e r s o n a l l y  t o  Congress i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a .  

4 

I n  January 1777, Congress responded by d i sm iss ing  bo th  D r .  S t r i n g e r  and 

D r .  Morgan. 

Congress decided, i n  A p r i l  1777, t o  reorganize the " h o s p i t a l s . "  D r .  Shippen 

(of the  f l y i n g  campj was  then appointed D i r e c t o r  General o f  Hosp i ta l s .  

Benjamin Rush (s igne r  o f  t he  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Independence) was appointed by Congress 

t o  be Phys i c ian  General and Surgeon General o f  Washington's Army. 

D r .  

D i f f e rences  bztween D r .  Shippen and D r .  Rush had t h e i r  o r i g i n  i n  P h i l a d e l p h i a ' s  

medical a f f a i r s  and they were c a r r i e d  over  i n t o  the m i l i t a r y  w i th  each making charges 

a g a i n s t  t he  o t h e r .  I n  January 1778, O r .  Rush was invo lved  i n  correspondence w i t h  

P a t r i c k  Henry, a V i r g i n i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  Congress, advocat ing t h e  d ismissal  of 

General Washington. Rush resigned, but  cont inued h i s  charges a g a i n s t  D r .  Shippen. 4 

D r .  Morgan cont inued h i s  a t t a c k  on O r .  Shippen. D r .  Morgan had been removed 

from o f f i c e  and was charged, and then a c q u i t t e d ,  by Congress. 

Shippen was t r i e d  and a c q u i t t e d  by Congress, but  i n  January 1781, Shippen res igned 

from the Army. 

I n  August 1780, 

D r .  John Cochran o f  V i r g i n i a  succeeded D r .  Shippen and remained D i r e c t o r  

General o f  H o s p i t a l s  u n t i l  1783 when he was mustered o u t  o f  t he  se rv i ce .  

Baron von Steuben (a German vo lun tee r )  se rv ing  as Quartermaster and Inspector  

General under Washington, i n  1780 drew up the  f i r s t  Army r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  be approved 

by Congress on "Treatment o f  t h e  Sick." 

George Marshal, d u r i n g  WW I I ,  appointed B r i g a d i e r  General Howard Snyder, M.C., as 

Inspector  General o f  the U . S .  Army. I t  was from him t h a t  Marshal received adv ice 

on medical a f f a i r s  a f t e r  Major General N. K i r k  had been appointed Surgeon General 

by Pres ident  Roosevelt.)  

( I t  i s  worthy of no te  t h a t  General 

v 
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On A p r i l  2 1 ,  1818, an o r d e r  was publ ished e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  Medical  Department 

o f  the  U.S. Army t o  be headed by the  Surgeon General. 

r e o r g a n i z i n g  the  s t a f f  departments o f  the  Army, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Medical Department, i s  

recognized as t h e  founding of  t h e  U.S. Army Medical Corps. (Reference: THE ARMY 

T h i s  Congressional l e g i s l a t i o n ,  - 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 17:5-1818, Mary C .  G i l l e t t ,  U.S. Army Center f o r  M i l i t a r y  H i s t o r y ,  

Washington, DC 1981) 

F r i c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  c i v i l i a n  medical  leaders,  execu- 

t i v e  branch o f  government, c i v i l i a n  medical con t rac ts ,  and m i l i t a r y  medical  leaders 

was a c o n t i n u i n g  f a c t o r  as o u r  n a t i o n  developed on the  eas tern  seaboard, t he  

M i s s i s s i p p i  Va l ley ,  and t h e  western f r o n t i e r  d u r i n g  the  19th century .  

The a n t i c i p a t e d  wars w i t h  France, England, and t h e  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  f r o n t i e r  

Ind ians and the  Mexican War were n o t  w e l l  organized o r  planned. Thus, medical 

serv ices  were, l i k e w i s e ,  l i m i t e d ,  p o o r l y  organized, and supported w i t h  few funds. 

I n  t h e  War between t h e  Sta tes  ( C i v i l  War 1860-65), Surgeon General Hammond 

e and the  Medical D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  Army o f  the  Potomic, D r .  Letterman, developed p lans 

f o r  t he  evacuat ion of p a t i e n t s ,  i n v o l v i n g  horse veh ic les ,  t r a i n s ,  r i v e r  b o a t s , f i e l d  

h o s p i t a l s  and general  h o s p i t a l s ,  which under b a t t l e  c o n d i t i o n s  were most acceptable.  

Secretary  o f  War Stanton, however, brought c o u r t m a r t i a l  charges aga ins t  Surgeon 

General Hammond f o r  a l l e g e d  misconduct i n v o l v i n g  c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  c i v i l i a n  medical 

s u p p l i e r s  and c i v i l i a n  General H o s p i t a l  owners. Hammond was t r i e d ,  conv ic ted,  and 

dismissed from the Army i n  August 1865. 

requested t h e  Senate and House t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  h i s  case. 

o f  t he  c o u r t m a r t i a l  were annu l led  and Hammond was r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  " r e t i r e d  l i s t "  

as a B r i g a d i e r  General. 

Ten years l a t e r ,  i n  1875, O r .  Hammond 

The f i n d i n g s  and sentence 

D r .  le t terman,  f e a r i n g  t h a t  D r .  Hamond's enemies would s u c c e s s f u l l y  f o r c e  

him o u t  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  res igned h i s  commission i n  January 1864. 

The i l l - c o n c e i v e d  Spanish-American War ( A p r i l -  &gust  1898) was a l s o  a semi- - 
d i s a s t e r  fo r  the  p o o r l y  prepared, and prov ided f o r ,  Army Medical  Serv ice.  

A f t e r  t h e  war was concluded, the  Pres ident  appointed the  "Dodge Commission" t o  
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i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  conduct o f  t he  War Department, i n c l u d i n g  the  Medical Department. 

Recommendations of  t h i s  Commission included, b u t  were n o t  l i m i t e d  t o :  

1 .  Lack o f  s a n i t a t i o n ;  f a i l u r e  of i n s p e c t i o n ;  

2 .  The Medical Department, due to c o n t r a c t u a l  methods o f  ope ra t i on ,  

was n o t  a b l e  t o  support  t he  war e f f o r t ;  

3 .  The need for a reserve corps o f  women nurses; 

4 .  

5. A y e a r ' s  supply of medical supp l i es  and equipment, e t c . ,  f o u r  t imes 

t h e  a c t u a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  peace t ime f o r c e  should be maintained. 

The d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  ?he Volunteer Army o f  t he  Spanish-American War d i d  

I n  t ime o f  war, proper  vo lun tee r  h o s p i t a l  corps were needed; 

n o t  i nc lude  a l l  the general  h o s p i t a l s .  In f a c t ,  e i g h t  were r e t a i n e d :  these were 

P res ido  (LettermanISan Francisco, C a l i f o r n i a ;  F o r t  Sam Houston, San Antonio, 

Texas; Sternberg Hosp i ta l ,  Mani la,  P . I . ;  T r i p l e r  General. Honolulu, Department 

o f  Hawai i ;  Beaumont H o s p i t a l ,  E l  Paso, Texas; Army and Navy H o s p i t a l ,  Hot Spr ings, 

Arkansas; Wal ter  Reed, Tacoma Park, D . C . ;  and F i t z s i m o n s  General H o s p i t a l ,  Denver, 

Colorado. 

J 

To these genersl  h o s p i t a l s  were sent ,  not o n l y  o f f i c e r s  and the  e n l i s t e d  men 

p a t i e n t s ,  but  t h e i r  dependents. These and o t h e r  general  h o s p i t a l s  were placed 

under t h e  ( m i l i t a r y  and medica l )  command of  the  Surgeon General. Most  o t h e r  

medical f a c i l i t i e s  were under m i l i t a r y  command, o f  d i s t r i c t ,  corps areas, armies,  

and departments. (A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l e d  i n  the  Navy i n  which the Surgeon 

General o f  t he  Navy, as Chief o f  ehe Bureau o f  Medicine, exe rc i sed  command c o n t r o l  

of t he  "Navy" h o s p i t a l s  whereas command c o n t r o l  o f  Navy d ispensar ies,  some o f  

which might  have more than 1000 beds, were under the  f l e e t ,  o t h e r  bureaus, e t c . ,  

as w e l l  as o t h e r  naval medical f a c i l i t i e s . )  

I n  understanding the  h e r i t a g e  and h i s t o r y  of m i l i t a r y  medical se rv i ces ,  t he  

d i v i s i o n  o f  t he  Army Medical Services i n t o  (1) general  h o s p i t a l s ;  and ( 2 )  o t h e r  
d 

h o s p i t a l s  (S ta t i on ,  Base, F o r t ,  e t c . )  and a l l  a n c i l l a r y  medical a c t i v i t i e s  invo lved 
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p r e s t i g e  and p r i d e  which a t  t imes clashed w i t h  the m i l i t a r y  command s t r u c t u r e .  

Medical o f f i c e r s  were p o o r l y  prepared to p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  war p lann ing  o r  in  con- 

t r a c t i n g  f o r  medical supp l i es  and equipment, o r  i n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p a t i e n t s .  

.4 

A l l  was n o t  dismal i n  the  p e r i o d  1775 t o  1900; a few medical o f f i c e r s  p a r t  - 
c ipa ted  w i t h  ou ts tand ing  records.  They were leaders i n  the  s tudy of p l a n t  l i f e ,  

geology, botany, geography, phys io logy,  and i n f e c t i o u s  disease. The f r o n t i e r  

m i l i t a r y  l i f e  cou ld  be very bo r ing  unless the i n d i v i d u a l  pursued h i s  own hobbies. 

On the  p l u s  s ide,  t he  f o l l o w i n g  m i l i t a r y  medical o f f i c e r s  were renowned i n  

non-medical a c t i v i t i e s :  

HOLTON, SAMUEL - 
LEE, ARTHUR - 
THOMAS, JOHN - 

McHENRY, JAMES - 

LOWELL, JOSEPH - 

COUES, ELLIOTT - 

BILLING, JOHN S. - 

AINSWORTH, FRED C .  - 
WOOD, LEONARD - 

MYER, ALBERT J. - 

Pres ident  o f  Congress, 1780 

Ambassador t o  France, 1776 

Succeeded General Montgomery (on h i s  death a t  
Quebec) i n  command o f  t he  Canadian Exped i t i on  

Secretary  of War under Washington and Adams 

F i r s t  Surgeon General 1813. Ordered medical 
o f f i c e r s  no t  o n l y  to keep medical repo r t s  bu t  
d a i l y  records o f  temperature,  winds, weather, 
and r a i n f a l l  a t  each s t a t i o n  

Secretary  o f  t he  U.S. Geologica l  and Geographic 
Survey 

Founded U.S.Army Medical L i b r a r y  and Museum 
(Now t h e  Nat iona l  Medical L i b r a r y ) ;  New York 
L i b r a r y  System; Designed John Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y  
Hosp i ta l ;  Developed the  V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c a l  D i v i s i o n  
o f  the  U.S. Census Bureau. 

The Ad ju tan t  General, U . S .  Army, 1904-08 

Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  U.S. Army, 1910-1914 

S igna l  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  Army, 1860; 
Chief  S ignal  O f f i c e r  o f  t he  Signal  Corps, 1880 

The above i s  a l i m i t e d  l i s t  o f  m i l i t a r y  phys ic ians  who accepted the chal lenge 

of  a n c i l l a r y  d u t i e s  and became famous. 
h 
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Now it i s  time to introduce the continuity in the heritage of military 

medicine, and the new thread of aeronautical military service. These two threads 

will be interwoven into the continuing history of the United States Air Force 

Medical Service as it develops. 

Reference: "A History of the Medical Department of the U.S.Army," P . H .  Ashburn, 
Col. M.C. , Houghton-Hifflin Co., 1929. 

"1776 Year o f  Illusions," Thomas Fleming, W . W .  Norton E Co., Inc. 
New York 1975. 

W 

J 
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H I S T O R Y  

An American phys ic ian,  John J e f f r i e s ,  w i t h  a French b a l l o o n i s t ,  

H. Blanchard, made what was probably  the f i r s t  ba l l oon  f l i g h t  to study, "the 

p r o p e r t i e s  o f  the upper atmosphere." 

b a l l o o n )  and the f i r s t  t o  p u b l i s h  a book on aeronau t i ca l  subjects .  

honored by the phys i c ian  award--begun i n  1940--of the I n s t i t u t e  o f  Aeronaut ica l  

Sciences f o r  the g rea tes t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a v i a t i o n  i n  the  f i e l d  o f  medicine. T h i s  

i s  an annual award. )  

J e f f r i e s  was the f i r s t  American t o  f l y  ( i n  a 

(Today he i s  

AS f o r  t he  a i r p l a n e ,  i t  was George Peacock o f  England who demonstrated i n  

1840 a "man l i f t i n g  k i t e . "  S t r i n g f e l l o w  and Henson, a l s o  o f  England, i n  1842 

produced a model o f  a s m a l l ,  IO foot wing span, s e l f - p r o p e l l e d ,  power d r i ven ,  

heav ie r  than a i r  machine. D r .  Samuel Langley i n  the  Uni ted States developed 

steam d r i ven ,  heavier  than a i r  model planes, one o f  which f l e w  a d i s tance  o f  4200 

f e e t  i n  1896. 

n 

I t  remained f o r  Wi lbur  and O r v i l l e  Wright (Dayton, Ohio) to develop an 

On a i r p l a n e  and power p l a n t  o f  t h e i r  own design, which would c a r r y  a p i l o t .  

December 1 7 ,  1903, O r v i l l e  Wr ight ,  as p i l o t ,  took o f f  a t  K i t t y  Hawk, North Caro l i ns ,  

and f l e w  120 f e e t  i n  approximately 12 seconds. 

Four years l a t e r ,  i n  1907, the  Aeronaut ica l  D i v i s i o n  o f  the Signal  Corps, 

U.S.  Army, was establ ished.  Th is  i s  the same Signal  Corps whose beginnings might 

be t raced  t o  the  a c t i o n  of the  f i r s t  Surgeon General 

m i l i t a r y  phys i c ians  t o  ma in ta in  and r e p o r t  weather c o n d i t i o n s ,  temperature, 

( L o v e l l )  who ordered the 
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r a i n  and snowfa l l  a t  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t i o n s  beginning i n  1819. 

Surgeon A l b e r t  J .  nyer  ( f o r  whom F t .  Myer, V i r g i n i a ,  i s  named) became Chief  

S ignal  O f f i c e r  of the U.S. Army i n  1860. The weather, e t c . ,  r e p o r t i n g  o f  the 

Medical  Department was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  weather s e c t i o n  o f  the Chief o f  Signal 

Corps i n  1870. When t h i s  o f f i c e  became a separate des ignated Signal  Corps 

(department) i n  1881, D r .  A.  J .  Myer, M.C., now a b r i g a d i e r  genera l ,  was named 

i t s  commanding genera l .  

A s s i s t a n t  

Thus, t he  i n t e r t w i n i n g  o f  medicine and the Signal  Corps i s  f o l l owed  i n  1907 

by the  i n t e r t w i n i n g  o f  the Signal  Corps and m i l i t a r y  a v i a t i o n .  

P res iden t  Theodore Roosevelt and h i s  Secretary  o f  War, Howard T a f t ,  appre- 

c i a t i n g  the  p o l i t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a Congressional a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

t o  purchase a m i l i t a r y  a i r p l a n e  f o r  the Aeronaut ica l  Sect ion o f  t he  Signal  Corps, 

c o l l a b o r a t e d  t o  use White House funds t o  secure, i n  1908, the  f i r s t  m i l i ' t a r y  

(Wright B ro the rs )  a i r p l a n e  w i t h o u t  Congressional cons ide ra t  ion  o r  approval .  

L t .  Frank Lahm ( l a t e r  Major General) i n  1906 won the  f i r s t  Gordon Bennett 4' 

b a l l o o n  race. For a l l s g e d l y  t a k i n g  the  w i f e  o f  a b r o t h e r  o f f i c e r  i n  an a i r p l a n e  

r i d e ,  Lahm i n  1911 was r e l i e v e d  o f  f l y i n g  d u t i e s  and re tu rned  t o  c a v a l r y  duty .  

L t .  Henry H. Arnold ( l a t e r  the A i r  Forces o n l y  f i v e - s t a r  general and 

Commanding General U.S. Army A i r  Forces i n  WW I I )  vo lun tee red  f o r  ae ronau t i ca l  

d u t y  i n  1911. A rno ld  was the  son o f  a prominent Ardmore, Pennsylvania phys i c ian  

( former c a v a l r y  o f f i c e r )  and graduate of West Po in t ,  Class o f  1907. He was 

hoping, as a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  s u p e r i o r  p o l o  p l a y i n g  and general  horsemanship a t  

West Po in t ,  t o  be assigned t o  t h e  cava l r y .  

missioned i n  the  i n f a n t r y  and sent t o  F t .  McKinley, P h i l i p p i n e  Is lands.  He 

f r e e l y  expressed h i m s e l f  i n  regard t o  h i s  d i s t a s t e  o f  t he  i n f a n t r y .  He was 

d e t a i l e d  t o  a "mapping program" w i t h  a Captain Cowan o f  t he  Engineer Corps. 

Th is  program inc luded Luzon V a l l e y  and Corregidor  and he soon learned the 

Such was n o t  h i s  f a t e .  He was com- 

-.' 

Japanese were making s i m i l a r  maps f o r  m i l i t a r y  purposes and me thod ica l l y ,  and 

almost openly ,  making w a r  p lans.  
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Arnold,  a f t e r  a two-year tour i n  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  was assigned w i t h  the  

Here he saw both  O r v i l l e  Wr ight  29 th  I n f a n t r y  a t  Governors I s land ,  New York. 

and Glen C u r t i s s  ( represent ing  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  a i r p l a n e  companies) who used 

Governors I s l a n d  as t h e  f i r s t  New York "a i rpor t . "  He a l s o  at tended the  " F i r s t  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r  Meet" ever  h e l d  i n  America (Belmont Park).  

Capta in  Cowan had re tu rned t o  Washington and suggested t h a t  Arno ld  might  be 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  the  Signal  Corps i n  o r d e r  t o  l e a r n  t o  f l y .  Arnold,  

i n  A p r i l  1911, sent through channels t o  the A d j u t a n t  General, U . S .  Army, a request 

f o r  t r a n s f e r  t o  the Signal  Corps for  aeronaut ica l  duty .  

War Department Special  Order 95, Par. IO, dated 21 A p r i l  1911, o rdered 

Second L t .  Henry H. Arnold,  29 th  I n f a n t r y ;  and Second L t .  Thomas De W. M i l l i n g ,  

15 th  Cavalry,  ta  proceed t o  Dayton, Ohio, f o r  t h e  purpose o f  undergoing a course o f  

i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  Wr igh t  a i r p l a n e .  

I t  was here a t  Simms S t a t i o n ,  near Dayton, t h a t  Arno ld  and M i l l i n g  learned 

a l l  about c o n s t r u c t i o n  and maintenance o f  t h e  p lane as w e l l  as how t o  f l y .  

As a r e s u l t  o f  a Navy f l y i n g  i n s t r u c t o r  ( L t .  B i l l i n g )  be ing  thrown out o f  a 

p lane and be ing  k i l l e d  a t  sea, h i s  passenger, L t .  John Towers ( l a t e r  i n  WW I 1  

Admiral Towers) surv ived  t h e  acc ident  and developed t h e  f i r s t  s a f e t y  seat  b e l t .  

M i l l i n g  and 2nd L t .  Jake F i c k e l  

s a f e t y  seat b e l t  f o r  Army planes. 

t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  and naval  careers.  

( l a t e r  Major General F i c k e l )  improved upon Tower's 

Arno ld  and Towers became f r i e n d s  throughout 

Whi le  coming i n  t o  l and  a t  Simms S t a t i o n ,  an i n s e c t  s t r u c k  Arno ld  i n  h i s  eye 

causing s e r i o u s  and p a i n f u l  i n j u r y .  Henceforth,  a l l  f l y e r s  wore goggles. An 

acc ident  t o  another  f l y e r ,  wh ich  caused h i s  head t o  scrape a long i n  the  d i r t  when 

h i s  p lane f l i p p e d  over ,  r e s u l t e d  in t he  adopt ion  o f  t he  f l y i n g  helmet. 

sa fe ty  dev ices were t h e  forerunner  o f  many which were l a t e r  t o  be developed. 

These th ree  

A t  San Antonio,  Texas, L t .  Benny F o u l i s  ( l a t e r  Major  General) became the  

f i r s t  Correspondence School p i l o t  i n  h i s t o r y .  
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Arnold and M i l l i n g  were sent t o  Col lege Park, Maryland, to  e s t a b l i s h  the 

Signal  Corps A v i a t i o n  School and the  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  Army a i r  base. Included a t  

t h i s  base was an emergency h o s p i t a l  t e n t  s t a f f e d  by L t .  John P. K e l l e y ,  Medical 

Corps, who accord ing t o  Arnold,  was probably  the f i r s t  " F l i g h t  Surgeon" i n  h i s t o r y .  

Medical l i t e r a t u r e  on t he  sub jec t  o f  aeronaut ics  was ve ry  l i m i t e d ,  t h e r e  

being only 1 1  papers pub l i shed  i n  1911 on va r ious  medical aspects o f  f l y i n g .  

The U. S. War Department on 2 February 1912 publ ished i t s  f i r s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

concerning the  phys i ca l  examinat ion o f  candidates f o r  a v i a t i o n  duty .  I t  was 

prepared by the  O f f i c e  o f  the  Surgeon General a t  the request o f  the Chief of the 

Signal  Corps. 

Congress recognized the  h i g h  f a t a l i t y  record o f  t he  f l y e r s  and au tho r i zed  a 

"35%; bonus o f  the  f l y e r ' s  base pay" a t  t h e  end o f  1912. T h i s  was fo l l owed  on 

March 2 ,  1913 by Congressional a c t i o n  t o  l e g a l i z e  " f l i g h t  pay." 

u' 

While f l y i n g  a reconnaissance miss ion a t  F t .  R i l e y ,  Kansas, Arnold had a w 

near f a t a l  exper ience (a s t a l l )  which caused him to  s t a t e  t o  h i s  commanding o f f i c e r ,  

" I  w i l l  not  g e t  i n  any machine." He was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  "desk d u t y "  in Washington 

a t  the Signal  Corps headquarters.  On A p r i l  10, 1913 he was promoted t o  F i r s t  

L ieutenant .  

H.R.5304 which c a l l e d  f o r  an independent A i r  Corps ( t h e  f i r s t  of many such 

l e g i s l a t i v e  proposals i n  the nex t  40 years) was being heard be fo re  the  Committee 

on M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s .  General Scr iven, t he  Chief  Signal  Corps O f f i c e r ;  Captain 

B i l l y  M i t c h e l l ,  then a Signal  Corps o f f i c e r  on du ty  w i t h  the  War Department 

General S t a f f ;  L t .  M i l l i n g ;  and L t .  A rno ld  a l l  t e s t i f i e d  a g a i n s t  t he  proposal .  

Arnold was t o  hear of t h i s  through the  many years o f  h i s  m i l i t a r y  career.  The 

reason f o r  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  was l a c k  o f  experienced s t a f f  and command o f f i c e r s .  

General Leonard Wood ( a p h y s i c i a n ) ,  Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  a f t e r  t he  hear ing had 
.4 

Arnold i n  f o r  an in formal  cha t  about f l y i n g  duty  f o r  mar r i ed  o f f i c e r s  and the 
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ques t ion  of l i e u t e n a n t s  be ing assigned du ty  i n  Washington. 

t r a n s f e r  t o  the i n f a n t r y .  

Arnold requested . 
He was marr ied i n  September 1913 and took h i s  b r i d e  t o  F t .  McKinley, 

P h i l i p p i n e  I s lands ,  where he j o i n e d  the 13th I n f a n t r y .  By coincidence, the 

Arnolds moved i n t o  q u a r t e r s  next t o  a sen io r  1 s t  L ieutenant ,  George C .  Marshal l ,  

and h i s  s i c k  w i fe .  

m i l i t a r y  t a l e n t s  as w e l l  as a l i f e t i m e  personal f r i e n d s h i p .  This  was t o  b e n e f i t  

n o t  o n l y  the m i l i t a r y  forces, but our  n a t i o n  du r ing  WW I1 when Marshal l  was Chief  

of  S t a f f  o f  the Army and Arnold,  Commanding General o f  t he  Army A i r  Forces. They 

served together  on the " J o i n t  Chiefs  o f  S t a f f "  ( U . S . )  and the "Combined Chiefs 

o f  S t a f f "  (U .S .  and Great B r i t a i n )  du r ing  WW I I .  

Marshal l  and Arnold developed a deep respect f o r  each o t h e r ' s  

Army r e g u l a t i o n s  dated 1913, par .  191 provided exemption of a v i a t i o n  

schools and i n s t a l l a t i o n s  f rom department commanders. Congress approp r ia ted  

4 funds f o r  t he  Signal Corps t o  c o n s t r u c t  40-bed small h o s p i t a l s  a t  each f l y i n g  

school a s  p a r t  o f  the A v i a t i o n  Sect ion o f  the Signal Corps. 

Congress, i n  the  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry ,  had enacted l e g i s l a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  not  

o n l y  the m i l i t a r y  but t h e  m i l i t a r y  medical programs as well. Of  importance was 

the c r e a t i o n  i n  1903 o f  the War Department General S t a f f .  I n  I906 a Medical 

Reserve Corps was formed from which l a t e r  developed t h e  O f f i c e r s  Reserve Corps 

f o r  a l l  branches. I n  l g l l  Congress enacted a law aga ins t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  f o r  

the m i l i t a r y  i n  un i fo rm ( s o l d i e r s  i n  un i fo rm were a t  t imes refused admission t o  

thea te rs ,  h o t e l s ,  and places o f  en te r ta inmen t ) .  The Nat ional  Defense Act o f  I916 

r e s t r u c t u r e d  the  army and i t  gave the  Pres ident  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  corps and 

armies and se t  the n a t i o n a l  defense on a t r i p o d ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of t he  Regular Army, 

the Nat ional  Guard (which cou ld  be d r a f t e d  i n t o  the  Federal s e r v i c e ) ,  and the 

O f f i c e r  Reserve Corps, as w e l l  as an E n l i s t e d  Reserve. A l s o  i n  t h i s  ac t  was a 

p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a Council  o f  Na t iona l  Defense t o  supervise and coo rd ina te  i n d u s t r i a l  

resources f o r  n a t i o n a l  defense. 

c 

268 



The War (WW I )  i n  Europe, which s t a r t e d  on August 4, 1914, was d i v i d i n g  

the  Un i ted  States i n t o  th ree  camps--the i s o l a t i o n i s t s .  t h e  pro-German, and the 

p r o - A l l  ied  (French and B r i t i s h )  groups. 

4 

The Un i ted  States,  responding t o  Mexican g u e r r i l l a  a t t a c k s  along the 

Mexican border,  had f i n a l l y  responded r e s u l t i n g  i n  U.S. armed i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

The Secretary  o f  War, Newton Baker, sent Colonel John J. Pershing ( l a t e r  General 

Pershing) w i t h  an exped i t i ona ry  f o r c e  o f  12,000 i n t o  Mexico t o  capture and dest roy 

the Mexican g u e r r i l l a  leader  Pancho V i l l a .  V i l l a  was n o t  captured but  the U . S .  

Army had a " f i e l d  t r a i n i n g  school" of immense importance as p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  

e n t r y  i n t o  !A I on A p r i l  6, 1917 on t h e  s i d e  o f  t he  A l l i e s .  Th is  Mexican e x p e d i t i o n  

i nvo l ved  h o s p i t a l s ,  medical supp l i es ,  f i e l d  s a n i t a t i o n ,  p a t i e n t  evacuat ion,  and 

organized f i e l d  medical serv ices.  
Wings Over 5ordea; Stacey K. Hinkle. 
For the  A i r  Sect ion of the 'S igna l  Corps the  F i r s t  Aero Squadron, as a 

combat u n i t ,  was organized i n  1915. 

Major General F o u l i s )  t h i s  squadron was l e d  i n t o  Mexico i n  support  o f  General 

Pershing. No p i l o t s  were l o s t  but  a l l  t he  p lanes ( e i g h t )  o f  t h i s  squadron were 

dest royed due to  the elements and mechanical problems. 

Under command of Captain Benny F o u l i s  ( l a t e r  

Dur ing 1912-16, medical i n t e r e s t  i n  s e l e c t i o n  o f  f l y i n g  candidates was 

s t i m u l a t e d  by the  Surgeon General and the  Chief  o f  t h e  Signal  Corps. I n  1916 

a board c o n s i s t i n g  o f  one medical corps o f f i c e r  and t w o  s i g n a l  corps o f f i c e r s  

was appointed t o  examine and determine the  f i t n e s s  o f  f l y i n g  candidates.  

L t .  Col. 

t h i s  board. 

W i l l i a m  H. Wilmer, M.C.; Major I .  H .  Jones, M.C.; and Captain Ralph H. Goldthwaite,  

M.C. 

which was used throughout WI.  

the  "Care o f  F l ye r "  program t o  reduce m i l i t a r y  ae ronau t i ca l  f a t a l i t i e s  which were 

exceedingly  h igh.  

( l a t e r  B r i g a d i e r  General) Theodore Charles L y s t e r ,  M.C.  was head o f  

L y s t e r  was a s s i s t e d  i n  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  a v i a t i o n  program by Major 

I n  May 1917 t h i s  board e s t a b l i s h e d  standards known as "AG0609" form 

A t  about t h i s  t ime, the  B r i t i s h  were developing 

4 
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I n  September 1917 Colonel L y s t e r  was named ( f i r s t )  Ch ie f  Surgeon, 

A v i a t i o n  Sect ion,  Signal  Corps. L y s t e r  i s  almost u n i v e r s a l l y  acclaimed 

" the f a t h e r  o f  a v i a t i o n  medicine." War Department Special Order No.113, 

dated October 18, I917 o f f i c i a l l y  es tab l i shed  the Aeronaut ica l  Medical Research 

Board " t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a l l  condi t ions,  a f f e c t i n g  the physical  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  

p i l o t s - - t o  p rov ide  s u i t a b l e  apparatus f o r  the supply o f  oxygen--and t o  ac t  a s  

a s tanding o r g a n i z a t i o n  for i n s c r u c t i o n  i n  the p h y s i o l o g i c a l  requirements o f  

av ia to rs " .  Thus was r e a l l y  born m i l i t a r y  a v i a t i o n  medicine. 

Under Colonel Wilme, M . P . ,  t he  a v i a t i o n  medical l a b o r a t o r y  a t  Mineola, 

Long I s land ,  developed an ex tens i ve  research program. 

On September 17, 1917, t h e  A i r  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Signal  Corps was organized 

i n t o  s i x  sect ions,  one o f  which was the  medical.  

Sect ion (Department) o f  the A i r  D i v i s i o n  was es tab l i shed  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

a l l  medical personnel, medical supp l i es ,  and equipment fu rn i shed  fo r  the  use o f  

the A v i a t i o n  Sect ion o f  the  Signal  Corps. 

the d isapproval  o f  the Surgeon General and the Chief  Signal  O f f i c e r ,  t r a n s f e r r e d  

the medical s e r v i c e  from Signal  Corps t o  the Surgeon Genera l 's  s t a f f  e f f e c t i v e  

11 May 1918. 

I n  January 1918 t he  Medical 

The War Department s t a f f ,  no tw i ths tand ing  

I n  October 1917, L y s t e r  was sent t o  France a5 head o f  a medical miss ion 

t o  the  American Expedi t ionary Forces. 

A i r  Service.  The Chief  Surgeon, Headquarters L ine  of-Communication, s t renuously  

ob jec ted  t o  having a Chief  Surgeon o f  t he  A i r  Serv ice and one month l a t e r  i t  Was 

abol ished.  

Here he was appointed Chief  Surgeon, 

On r e t u r n i n g  t o  the  Un i ted  S ta tes ,  Lys te r  and Jones designed a program t o  

t r a i n  " f l i g h t  surgeons" a t  t h e  Mineola Laboratory .  By June 1918, t h e  school was 



f u n c t i o n i n g  and I n  August, 34  o f f i c e r s  ( f l i g h t  surqcoris) wcr,: sen: LC)  the AEF 

a t  t he  request of Gen. J. J. Pershing. They a r r i v e d  a t  Issoudin,  France, on 

September 2 ,  1918, and were slowly assigned t o  a v i a t i o n  t r a i n i n g  schools and combat 

squadrons. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  i s  proper  t o  review the expansion o f  t he  A i r  Service.  

Colonel M i t c h e l l  had learned t o  f l y ,  and i n  I916 was second i n  command of the A i r  

Serv ice.  He e n t i c e d  Captain A rno ld  t o  r e t u r n  t o  the  A i r  Se rv i ce  a f t e r  A rno ld ’ s  

r e t u r n  from h i s  t o u r  i n  the  P h i l i p p i n e s .  Arnold r e e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  f l y i n g  s tatus.  

A t  t he  t ime the  Un i ted  States dec lared war on Germany, A rno ld  was r e t u r n i n g  t o  

Washington from spec ia l  du ty  i n  the Panama Canal Zone. He, l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  a v i a t i o n  

Y 

o f f i c e r s ,  wished immediate s e r v i c e  i n  France, b u t  t he  s t a f f  f e l t  he could c o n t r i b u t e  

m r e  i n  Washington. The a i r c r a f t  i n d u s t r y  was a conglomerate 3f  confus ion du r ing  

1517-1919. 

P roduc t i on  were f i n a l l y  p laced under Second A s s i s t a n t  Secretary  o f  War and D i r e c t o r  

of Serv ice,  Ryan, i n  August 1918. 

A d i v i s i o n  of M i l i t a r y  Aeronaut ics  and a co-equal D i v i s i o n  o f  A i r c r a f t  

M i t c h e l l ,  M i l l i n g ,  F o u l i s ,  Spaatz ( l a t e r  Commanding General i n  W I I  of the  

U.S. S t r a t e g i c  Army A i r  Force and t h e  F i r s t  Chief  o f  S t a f f  o f  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force) 

and G o r r e l l  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  “ s t r a t e g i c a l  bombing”. They spent t ime w i t h  the  

B r i t i s h  Royal F l y i n g  Corps Commander, Trenchard, and w i t h  Colonel Douhet of t he  

I t a l i a n  Royal A i r  Force, and I t a l i a n  bomber b u i l d e r ,  Count Caproni, each o f  whom 

b e l i e v e d  a e r i a l  bombardment o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a i  h e a r t l a n d  of the enemy would w in  

the  war. The U.S. General S t a f f  opposed t h i s  concept. By l a t e  September, 1918, 

d u r i n g  the Meuse-Argonne (now General) M i t c h e l l ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  the B r i t i s h  

RAF t r i e d  out  h i s  concept o f  s t r a t e g i c  bombardment. He assembled 200 bombers o f  

W 

the U.S. Forces i n  one miss ion,  f o l l owed  by B r i t i s h  bombers i n  a j o i n t  mission, 

which d e l i v e r e d  79 tons o f  explos ives.  

dropped by the AEF A i r  Se rv i ce  d u r i n g  the  e n t i r e  WW I .  

p l a n  f o r  a i rbou rne  i n f a n t r y  to atrack behind the  German l i n e s  i n  the f a l l  O f  

1918. This ,  too, was opposed by the  Army. 

Th is  was 50 percent  o f  the  t o t a l  tonnage 

M i t c h e l l  a l s o  prepared a 
‘4 
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Arnold,  now A s s i s t a n t  t o  the  D i r e c t o r  o f  the Aeronaut ica l  D i v i s i o n ,  

Signal Corps, was l e a r n i n g  the hard way t o  m o b i l i z e  the  a i r c r a f t  and a i r p l a n e  

motor i n d u s t r y  f o r  t he  Un i ted  States war e f f o r t .  

K e t t e r i n g  ( i n v e n t o r  and manufacturer) then Pres ident  o f  Delco, and working w i t h  

Sperry Company and Ford Company, they developed a p i l o t l e s s  bomb, " the bug" 

( forerunner  o f  the German V I  and V2 buzz bombs o f  W I I )  which Arnold took t o  

France i n  October 1918, only t o  have the A r m i s t i c e  on November 1 1 ,  1918 end 

f u r t h e r  development of t he  intended s t r a t e g i c  bombing. 

I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Charles 

The war over,  the d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  and the adverse a t t i t u d e  o f  Secretary 

of War Newton and the War Department was l i m i t i n g  t h e  A i r  Service,  i t s  personnel, 

equipment, and f a c i l i t i e s .  

Var ious boards, commissions, and Congressional committees considered the 

a v i a t i o n  ques t i on  ( a i r  power). 

f o l l ow ing :  the Crowel 1 ( A s s i s t a n t  Secretary o f  War) Board; t he  LaGuardia Board; 

the Lass i  t e r  (Ass i s tan t  Secretary o f  War) Board; t he  Perk ins (Congressional) 

Board; t h e  Morrow (Dwight Morrow and J .  P. Morgan, Pa r tne r )  Board (President 

Coolidge appointed t h i s  group); t he  Howell Board; and the  Baker Board (appointed 

a f t e r  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and numerous f a t a l  acc idents  r e s u l t i n g  f rom the  h i g h l y  

" p o l i t i c a l "  d e c i s i o n  t o  o rde r  the  A i r  Corps t o  f l y  t he  a i r m a i l  i n  planes designed 

f o r  combat,not a i r  m a i l  bags, i n  1934. 

Among these i n v e s t i g a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  were t h e  

I n  1925 the  "Curry B i l l "  advocated "a separate A i r  Service". General 

M i t c h e l l  s t r o n g l y  pushed f o r  an independent " a i r  service".  

Pres ident  Coolidge, the Secretary  of War, and the  War Department General S t a f f  

of"neg1ect"bordering on treason. 

Pres ident  Coolidge, conv ic ted and resigned from the se rv i ce .  General P a t r i c k  

advocated a "separate a i r  f o rce "  and the P a t r i c k  B i l l  was in t roduced i n  Congress. 

In J u l y  1926, the A i r  Corps Act was a "Compromise l e g i s l a t i o n "  r e l i e v i n g  the 

He p u b l i c l y  accused 

He was c o u r t m a r t i a l e d  on charges f i l e d  by 
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Signal  Corps of  ae ronau t i ca l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  The A i r  Corps. 

Co!onel Davis, Chief o f  t h e  Medical Serv ice o f  the  A i r  Corps, recommended the 

development of a i r  ambulances. 

1935 i n  an at tempt on t he  p a r t  of the War Department t o  d i v i d e  the  A i r  Corps 

i n t o  two components a l though General McArthur, Chief  of S t a f f ,  had been a 

suppor ter  of a "combat a i r  force". At tempts were made by Surgeon General 

(Reynolds) and h i s  successor, Major General James C. Hagee, t o  take  the Medical 

Sec t i on  from the A i r  Corps and p lace  i t  i n  the  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Surgeon General. 

A t  t h i s  t ime, GHQ A i r  Force was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

General Arnold,  Chief  o f  A i r  Corps, d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  Surgeon General 

hav ing an A v i a t i c n  Medical D i v i s i o n  as long as i t  d i d  n o t  d u p l i c a t e  the Medical 

D i v i s i o n  o f  the A i r  Corps. Fu r the r ,  he s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t he  School o f  A v i a t i o n  

Medicine a t  Randolph F i e l d ,  Texas, and the  Aero Medical Research Laboratory  

a t  Wr ight  F i e l d ,  Ohio, must remain under the  c o n t r o l  of t he  Ch ie f  o f  t he  A i r  

Corps. 

Arnold appointed a board t o  adv i se  him o f  the  "whole f l i g h t  surgeon 

problem''  i n  t he  A i r  Corps. L t .  Colonel David N .  W .  Grant ( l a t e r  Major General 

and The A i r  Surgeon), A c t i n g  Chief  of t he  A i r  Corps, Medical D i v i s i o n ,  served 

as chairman, ~ i t h  L t .  Colonel Malcolm C. Grgw ( l a t e r  Major General,  The A i r  

Surgeon and the  F i r s t  Surgeon General USAF),  and L t .  Colonel Fabian L .  P r a t t ,  

M.C. 

A.rnold was i r r i t a t e d  by the  a c t i o n  o f  L t .  Col. Re ina r t z ,  M.C., t he  f l i g h t  surgeon 

i n  Hawai i ,  i n  grounding a l l  h i s  p i l o t s  on a f l i g h t  f rom C a l i f o r n i a  to the  

P h i l i p p i n e s .  The p i l o t s  had ce leb ra ted  somewhat i n t e n s e l y .  A rno ld  ove r ru led  

Rei n a r t z  . 

Th is  Board was charged w i t h  " j u s t i f y i n g  the  ex i s tence  of f l i g h t  surgeons". 

The Surgeon General Magee, on l e a r n i n g  of Arno ld ' s  a c t i o n  a p p o i n t i n g  t h i s  

Board, immediately c a r r i e d  the  case o f  the Medical D i v i s i o n ,  A i r  Corps, t o  the  

War Department G 3 ,  who, i n  t u r n ,  asked General Arnold t o  reconsider .  A rno ld  

merely asked h i s  board t o  prepare an answer t o  the  W.D. G-3 .  
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Whi le  t h i s  was i n  progress,  t he  expansion o f  t h e  A i r  Corps was i n  
4 

progress.  

The War Depzrtment on 20 June 1941 e s t a b l i s h e d  thel'Army A i r  Forces," 

and command and c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  s t a t i o n s ,  a i r  bases, u n i t s ,  personnel ,  i n s t a l l a -  

t i o n s  was p laced under the C.G. o f  t h e  Army A i r  Forces. 

T h i s  should have ended t h e  Surgeon Genera l 's  d e s i r e  to take over  a v i a t i o n  

medicine, but  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  d i d  not. 

Colonel  Grant was des ignated "The A i r  Surgeon" and assigned t o  Headquarters 

Army A i r  Forces i n  October 1941. 
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WORLD WAR I I 

Al though the "infamous" Pear l  Harbor a t t a c k  by the Japanese on December 7, 

1941, p r e c i p i t a t e d  the  U .  5. o f f i c i a l  e n t r y  i n t o  WW I I ,  the Execut ive Branch o f  

government had been d i r e c t i n g  such a c t i o n  and prepar ing for arming t h e  defense 

forces of the  B r i t i s h  and French as well as the  Uni ted States f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  

t ime even preceding ac tua l  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  which began w i t h  German invas ion  o f  

Poland on September 1 ,  1939. 

General Marshal l  became Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  U.S. Army i n  1939. General Arnold 

became Commanding General, U.S. Army A i r  Forces i n  1941, and Colonel David N.W. 

Grant became The A i r  Surgeon. Each had progressed through the va r ious  m i l i t a r y  

schools--Marshall  through I n f a n t r y  School, Command and General S t a f f  School, and 

War Col lege; Arnold through I n d u s t r i a l  War Col lege and Command and General S t a f f  

School; Grant, a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  o b s t e t r i c s  and gynecology, had graduated from the 

School o f  A v i a t i o n  Medicine and from the  A i r  Corps T a c t i c a l  School. 

i 

The War Department reorganized under W.D. C i r c u l a r  No. 59, dated March 2 ,  

1942, i n t o  th ree  major d i v i s i o n s :  

1 .  Army A i r  Forces 

2 .  Army Ground Forces 

3. 

The Commanding General o f  t he  Army A i r  Forces on March 9, 1942, chargedThe 

A i r  Surgeon w i t h  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  t he  Medical Department (Serv ice)  under command 

and c o n t r o l  o f  the C.G. o f  t he  Army A i r  Forces. 

Serv ice o f  Supply ( l a t e r  t he  Army Serv ice Forces).  

The Surgeon General, U.S. Army, was incorporated i n t o  the Special  S t a f f  o f  

the Services o f  Supply under the  Commanding General,  L t .  Gen. Sommervi l le o f  the 

Services o f  Supply ( l a t e r  t he  Army Serv ice Forces).  
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The AAF concept of its combat mission was that o f  an "air weapons system" 
4 

with no limitations such as "Theater o f  Operations", "Zone of Interior", and 

"Communications Zone". Ground officers, including Lt. General Leslie McNare 

(C.G. Army Ground Forces), continued to view the airplane as they thought of the 

tank, merely as a special weapon of the infantry--queen o f  the Army fighting forces. 

The stress of a global war revealed the fundamentally different concepts Of the 

Air Force mission on the part o f  not only line and staff officers, but medical 

officers and planners. 

?he Surgeon General operated (command) a hospital system which, in the 

Zone of interior, included general and station hospitals (some exceptions) with 

their galaxy of medica! and surgical specialists (memories of the "hospital 

d i rectors" in 1776-84). 

The Air Force medical service began with the flyer, often on the flying 

line and in the air and thence, if necessary, in air base station hospitals. 

The Air Surgeon, as senior medical advisor and special staff officer to the C.G. 

AAF had access to air war plans and inasmuch as General Arnold was a l s o  a member 

of the Joint Chiefs o f  Staff, the Air Surgeon was able to consider medical pro- 

grams and requirements for the strategic mission in global combat. 

The Surgeon General and his staff had neglected to successfully present 

their concepts to the W.D. planners who designed the W.D. Reorganization Plan 

and, hence, SOS considered the medical program as one of "production" (as were 

all other military supplies) groups involving hospitals, equipment, pharmaceutical 

plants, etc. The SGO's planners estimates, based on WW I fixed battle fronts, 

of sick and wounded, translated into hospital beds and medical personnel for care, 

treatment, evacuation, etc., was somewhat critically evaluated at the level of 

Y 

General Marshall. 

in competition with the "four" level hospital planning. 

At this level, construction planning f o r  military housing was 
rrr 
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Recrui tment of phys ic ians  by the Surgeon Genera l 's  s t a f f ,  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  
' 

w i t h  the  "Procurement and Assignment Agency" ( c i v i l i a n )  fo r  t h e  Army, Navy, 

and P u b l i c  Hea l th  Serv ice and t h e  c i v i l i a n  and i n d u s t r i a l  needs o f  t h e  n a t i o n  

( e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1941) was l i m i t e d .  

r e c r u i t m e n t  w i t h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  the  Army A d j u t a n t  General.  A t  t h e  same t ime, 

the  Secrc ta ry  o f  War and M i l i t a r y  Personnel D i v i s i o n ,  S O S ,  recognized t h e  need 

t o  s t r e a m l i n e  the  process ing of  phys ica l  examinat ions o f  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  du ty  

w i t h  AAF. 

I n  A p r i l  and May o f  1942, AAF began d i r e c t  

W i t h i n  t h e  AAF, medical s e r v i c e  p r o v i s i o n s  were made t o  accept d e n t i s t s ,  

v e t e r i n a r i a n s ,  nurses, h o s p i t a l  d i e t i t i a n s ,  phys ica l  t h e r a p i s t s ,  a v i a t i o n  

p h y s i o l o g i s t s  and a v i a t i o n  psycho log is ts .  

The Surgeon Genera l 's  s t a f f  exper ienced s e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  c o n t r a c t i n g  

fo r  medical and pharmaceut ical  supp l ies ,  e t c . ,  so t h a t  a lawyer,  Hr. Tracy Voorhees, 

was induced t o  take  a comnission as L t .  Col. Judge Advocate General Corps t o  

adv ise  as t o  the o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g ,  procurement, storage, and 

d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  medical supp l ies  and equipment. The unplanned "Lend-Lease'' 

demands f o r  medical supp l ies  v a s t l y  aggravated t h e  supply problem. The invas ion  

o f  N o r t h  A f r i c a  (November 1942) had shown t h a t  medical  s u p p l i e s  were so l a c k i n g  

t h a t  Colonel  Malcolm Grow, Surgeon AAF Europe, arranged f o r  a l l  AAF medical 

personnel  t o  c a r r y  90 I b s .  o f  u n i t  medical  supp l ies  p e r  person a t  t h e  t ime of 

t he  land ing .  

the AAF u n i t s .  

L t .  Col. Voorhees, A.J . ,  was assigned as Ch ie f  o f  the  Surgeon Genera l ' s  

Cont ro l  D i v i s i o n  fo r  t h e  remainder o f  WW I t .  M r .  Edward Reynolds, Pres ident  

o f  Columbia Gas & E l e c t r i c  Company, was appointed Special  A s s i s t a n t  to  t h e  

Surgeon General f o r  procurement o f  medical  suppl ies.  Thus, c i v i l i a n  e x p e r t i s e  

was a b l e  t o  so lve  t h e  supply  problem. 

- 

No o t h e r  medical supp l ies  were a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  D + 7 days fo r  

.- 

2 7 8  



I n  September 1942, the Secretary of War (Stimson) and the Chief o f  Staff 

!Marshall), appointed a special committee (at the instigation of  the C.G., u 

Lt. General Brehon 8.  Somerville, Army Services Forces) headed by Col. Sanford 

Watkins, M.C. (retired) to review the Army Medical Department and SGO Office. 

Public criticism of  several of the Medical Department's programs further stimulated 

an investigation. The venereal disease problem, the control of prostitution around 

military bases, etc., involved the U.S.  Public Health Service and the military 

medical service. Discrimination against women doctors, negro doctors, osteopathic 

physicians, and chiropractors was protested by interested groups. The "yellow 

jaundice epidemic" traced to yellow fever vaccine supplied by the Rockefeller 

Foundation was highly publicized. The SGO's recommendations on military barracks 

at a time o f  housing shortages had vexed General Marshall. 

The so-called "Wadhams" Committee had one other officer, Col. William Keller, 

M.C. (retired), and civilians as follow: 

Or, Musser 
Or. Graham 
Dr. Ruggles 
Or. Robinson 
Dr. Hamilton 
Dr. Cublin 
Or. Weed 
Mr. Gill 

Tulane University 
Washington University 
Providence, R.I. 
University of Maryland Dental School 
Supt., New Haven Hospital 

Dir., Medical School, Johns Hopkins 
Consultant to the War Department 
(economist and stat is t ician) 

The Surgeon General was not consulted on the appointments, establishment, 

or charge to the committee. 

This committee, after extensively involving witnesses for the military, 

military and naval medicine, Public Health Service, civilian medicine, filed 

its report with Ct. General Somerville, on November 24, 1942, with 98 recommenda- 

t i o n s ,  a: which 85 were within the jurisdiction of the Surgeon General to effect. 

He, however, was first given a copy of the report on or about February 25, 1943. 

One recommendation was to abolish the Medicai Service o f  the U.S. Army A i r  Force. .d 

In March 1943, Surgeori General Magfe wrote C.G. 50s that AAF was duplicating 

hospitals and depriving the Army o f  scarce medical and surgical specialists. 
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The r e a l  b a t t l e  w i t h i n  the  medical groups was, once again as i n  prev ious 

wars, a ques t i on  o f  "hosp i ta l s " ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  general h o s p i t a l s ,  and who would 

exe rc i se  command. 

B r i g a d i e r  General Hawley was Chief  Surgeon, Communication Zone i n  England. 

He s t renuous ly  ob jec ted  t o  The A i r  Surgeon sending medical supp l i es  by Army A i r  

Force cargo planes t o  the A i r  Force s t a t i o n s  i n  Europe. He claimed i t  was u n f a i r  

t o  favor a i r  personnel a i though A i r  Force personnel were the o n l y  U.S. forces 

engaging the enemy i n  the w i n t e r  of 1942-43 from England. 

The U . S .  bombers r e t u r n i n g  from r a i d s  over  the c a n t i n e n t  would land a t  

RAF bases w i t h  not  o n l y  damaged planes, b u t  wounded airmen. I t  was sometimes 

200 t o  250 m i l e s  to  the nearest  U.S. h o s p i t a l  a t  Exeter (36th li.S. S t a t i o n  

H o s p i t a l ,  England). L t .  Col. Herber t  Wr ight ,  a b o a r d - c e r t i f i e d  surgeon and 

u r o l o g i s t  se rv ing  on the Chief  Surgeonls s t a f f  o f  t he  E igh th  A i r  Force, proposed 

t o  General Hawley the  procurement o f  b u i l d i n g s  adjacent t o  an RAF medical f a c i l i t y  

a t  Truro,  the nearest  f a c i l i t y  t o  AAF combat bases, and the  assignment o f  USAAF 

s u r g i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  t o  s t a f f  t h e  f a c i l i t y  t o  care f o r  wounded E i g h t h  A i r  Force 

personnel .  

. 

Colonel C u t l e r  (Professor o f  Surgery a t  Harvard), the U . S .  Surgica l  

Consul tant i n  Europe, and General Hawley turned down Colonel W r i g h t ' s  proposal .  

I n  i t s  p lace  they sent a s u r g i c a l  team commanded by Major ( l a t e r  Colonel )  

Robert Z o l l i n g e r  ( a l s o  from the  Harvard group) from the  5 t h  U . S .  General Hospi ta l  

(Sa l i sbu ry )  to the Royal Cornwall  I n f i r m a r y  a t  Truro.  

Colonel Grow, E ighth A i r  Force, f e l t  t he  use o f  U.S.A. s u r g i c a l  teams 

( t w o  surgeons, one opera t i ng  room nurse, f o u r  ward nurses, and necessary mobi le  

equipment) might er roneously  suggest t o  the B r i t i s h  t h a t  t h e i r  medical serv ices 

were i n f e r i o r .  Hence, the C u t l e r  teams were s h o r t l y  d iscont inued.  

T 
General Marsha l l ,  Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  had appointed Major Gen. Howard Mc C. Snyder, 

H.C. as A s s i s t a n t  t o  the Inspec to r  General to a c t  i n  General M a r s h a l l ' s  words, 
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as ?he "eyes and ears" f o r  t he  Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  and medical ma t te rs  were c lea red  

through him a t  t he  Chief  o f  S t a f f  l e v e l .  
4 

Dur ing e a r l y  1943, t he  P.AF presented j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  for AAF r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

and convalescent centers .  The AAF designated the  Coral Gables B i l t m o r e  (Ho te l )  

and the  Miami B i l t m o r e  (Ho te l )  and exempted them from corps area c o n t r o l  and 

p laced them under The A i r  Surgeon. 

G I, W.D., Chief  o f  S t a f f  and Secretary  o f  War, approved establ ishment  

of  e i g h t  AAF convalescent cen te rs  i n  September 1943. 

Dur ing 1942, the t r a n s p o r t  o f  s i c k  and wounded by a i r  was begun. I n  

September 1942 the  Chief o f  S t a f f  informed a l l  t h e a t e r  and base commanders 

t h a t  a i r  evacuat ion t o  the U.S. would be c a r r i e d  o u t  by t h e  A i r  Transpor t  

Command o f  t he  AAF. By January 1943 the  "Medical Plan f o r  A i r  Evacuation" 

was fo rma l i zed .  Troop c a r r i e r  u n i t s  would b r i n g  p a t i e n t s  to  A i r  Transpor t  

Command bases and thence t o  t h e  U n i t e d  States.  The N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  Wing, ATC, 

c o n t r o l l e d  medical a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the  310th S t a t i o n  H o s p i t a l  a t  Gander, 

Newfoundland. Thus, t he  AAF had i t s  f i r s t  (defacto)  overseas h o s p i t a l .  

W 

The A i r  Surgeon's o f f i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Hq. USAAF the  p o s i t i o n  o f  

"AAF A i r  Evacuat ion O f f i c e r . ' '  L t .  Col. Richard L. M e i l i n g ,  M.C. ( l a t e r  Major 

General USAF and A s s i s t a n t  t o  the  Secretary  o f  Defense f o r  h e a l t h  and medical 

m a t t e r s )  was the f i r s t  and o n l y  o f f i c e r  t o  have t h i s  t i t l e .  

t he  o n l y  medical o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  AAF to  have graduated f r o m  U.S. Army Command 

and General S t a f f  School. M e i l i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  a "coded" r e p o r t i n g  system 

( 1 1  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  p a t i e n t s  and 1 1  ca tegor ies  o f  beds) i n  which p a t i e n t s  from 

overseas were matched d a i l y  w i t h  a v a i l a b l e  beds i n  U.S. H o s p i t a l s  and convalescent 

He was a t  t h a t  t ime 

centers .  

M e i l i n g  was f u r t h e r  respons ib le  f o r  s t a f f  s t u d i e s  and p lans i n  c o l  

w i t h  the A i r  S t a f f  t o  conver t  a l l  t r a n s p o r t  p lanes t o  a c a p a b i l i t y  o f  car 

abora t i on 

d 
Ying 
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p a t i e n t s .  

b louses and l i g h t  b lue  s k i r t s ) .  

procure,  and issue a " F l i g h t  Nurse F l y i n g  Su i t , "  much t o  the d isapproval  o f  the 

Surgeon General and the Chief o f  t he  Nurse Corps, who threatened c o u r t m a r t i a l  

procedures. General Arnold s e t t l e d  t h i s  ma t te r  as a "command decis ion."  

Nurses were prov ided uni forms by the  Quartermaster Corps. 

He succeeded i n  a r rang ing  f o r  t he  AAF t o  develop, 

(Dark b lue  
L 

The A i r  Medical Regulat ing O f f i c e  c o l l a b o r a t e d  almost h o u r l y  w i t h  the 

Evacuat ion and Hosp i ta l  Branch of the s t a f f  o f  the C . G .  Army Serv ices Forces, 

which a l s o  operated a (sur face)  Medical Regulatory O f f i c e .  

I n  May 1943, Major General Norman K i r k ,  was se lec ted  by Pres ident  Roosevelt,  

as a r e s u l t  of  s t rong  c i v i l i a n  medical pressure,  t o  be Surgeon General, Army 

Serv i ce  Force, succeeding Major General McGee. General Marshal l  had o r i g i n a l l y  

se lec ted  B r i g .  General Edward Kenner, then Chief  Medical O f f i c e r  on the s t a f f  o f  

General Eisenhower i n  Nor th A f r i c a .  Roosevelt had agreed t o  Kenner's appointment, 

b u t  two weeks l a t e r  changed h i s  mind i n  response t o  p o l i t i c a l  pressure, and asked 

t h a t  K i rk  be named. 

1c 

General Marshal l  issued verbal  o rde rs  t h a t  General K i r k  was n o t  welcome 

i n  h i s  o f f i c e  and o f f i c i a l  medical ma t te rs  would be handled by h i s  deputy, L t .  Gen. 

McNarney (AAF) and Major Gen. Snyder ( M C ) ,  A s s i s t a n t  Inspector  General. 

Generai K i rk ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t a k i n g  o f f i c e  as Surgeon General, proposed 

t h a t  Grant become Deputy Surgeon General (and t o  sweeten the  p i l l ,  t h a t  Grant 

be promoted t o  Major General) .  F u r t h e r ,  he proposed t h a t  a11 AAF medical se rv i ces  

be c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  the O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Surgeon General. Grant refused t h i s  proposal ,  

repo r ted  the  ma t te r  t o  General Arnold,  and requested overseas assignment. 

C.G. AAF made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  no s t a f f  o f f i c e r  (The Surgeon General) o f  t he  C.G., 

ASF, was going t o  usurp the  command r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  General Arnold.  

t h e r e a f t e r ,  Grant was promo-ted t o  Major General, making him equal i n  rank t o  

Major General K i r k .  

The 

S h o r t l y  

h 



General K i rk  was next t o  i n s t i g a t e  a d i f f e r e n t  approach, namely, i n  

J u l y  1943, he had pub l i shed  W.D. C i r c u l a r  No. 165,  " E l e c t i v e  Surgery" which Y 

was def ined i n  such a manner t h a t  i t  cou ld  o n l y  be performed i n  general  h o s p i t a l s .  

Fu r the r ,  a l l  s p e c i a l i s t s  w i t h  the  AAF would be dec lared su rp lus  and t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  the  ASF. This  was fo l l owed  by W.D. C i r c u l a r  304 i n  September, 1943, which, 

i n  e f f e c t .  reduced A i r  Force S t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  t o  d ispensar ies.  

War Department C i r c u l a r  No. 1 2 ,  1944, rees tab l i shed  Army A i r  Force 

h o s p i t a l s  i n  the  Zone of I n t e r i o r  and pe rm i t ted  e l e c t i v e  surgery w i t h i n  the  

c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  t he  medical s t a f f  a v a i l a b l e .  

h i s  "command" r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a medical s p e c i a i i s t  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  (SGO) o f  the 

ASF was  again the  l o s e r  i n  the  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  execu t i ve  branch o f  

government, the c i v i l i a n  medical p ro fess ion ,  and be fo re  the  p u b l i c .  

C.G. AAF had once again es tab l i shed  

Co!onel ( l a t e r  B r i g a d i e r  General)  A. H. Schwichtenberg, a f l i g h t  surgeon, 

was designated as "L ia i son  O f f i c e r "  between t h e  A i r  Surgeon's O f f i c e  and the  

Surgeon General 's  O f f i ce - -an  ex t reme ly  d i f f i c u l t  assignment, b u t  w e l l  executed 

i n  the  medical t u r m o i l .  

W 

The AAF i n  The P a c i f i c ,  China Burma-India Theaters were complaining 

about loss o f  man days when p a t i e n t s  were sent t o  ASF f a c i l i t i e s .  

I n  S i c i l y ,  General H o s p i t a l s  were assigned (no t  p laced under command) 

io t h e  A i r  Force when Army ground fo rces  moved i n t o  I t a l y ,  b u t  from England 

complaints reached the Secretary  o f  War and the  P res iden t  t h a t  AAF personnel 

were n o t  r e c e i v i n g  e q u i v a l e n t  medical  care t o  t h a t  prov ided by the RAF. I t  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t he  compla in ts  were not i n s p i r e d  by t he  A i r  Surgeon's s t a f f  o r  

by  General Grant. 

Pres ident  Roosevelt decided t o  in tervene.  He appointed D r .  Edward A.  

Stecker,  Professor  o f  P s y c h i a t r y  a t  t he  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Pennsylvania (he was 

c o n s u l t a n t  t o  the Navy and t h e  AAF), Major General Kirk,  t he  Surgeon General, J 
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and Major General Grant, The A i r  Surgeon, t o  go t o  England. D r .  Stecker was 

t o  serve as chairman. I t  should be noted t h a t  D r .  Stecker was a f r i e n d  of  the 

then Surgeon General o f  the Navy, V i ce  Admiral Ross T. M c l n t i r e ,  who was a l s o  

the  White House phys ic ian.  Roosevel t  had no t ,  u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  appointment of 

these t h r e e  phys ic ians,  consul ted General Marshal l  who, as Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  was 

concerned t h a t  a controversy i n v o l v i n g  " s t a f f  o f f i c e r s "  should be brought t o  the  

a t t e n t i o n  of t he  President.  

- 

On a r r i v i n g  i n  England, the board was confronted p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  a i r c r e w  

problems o f  h e a l t h  and morale i n  t h e  Combined Bomber Of fens ive preceding the 

planned invas ion  o f  France. General Spaatz, C.G., U.S. S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Forces 

and L t .  General J .  H. D o o l i t t l e ,  C.G., E igh th  A i r  Force, "expressed t h e i r  op in ion"  

t h a t  t he  medical i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  A i r  Forces, because of t h e i r  h i g h l y - s p e c i a l i z e d  

problems would best  be served by a separate medical estab l ishment .  T h i s  was 

indeed e x c e l l e n t  " l i n e "  support  o f  t he  AAF p o s i t i o n  o f  a separate medical s e r v i c e  

under command o f  the C.G. AAF r a t h e r  than under t h e  Surgeon General who was a 

spec ia l  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  o f  t he  C.G. Army Serv ice Forces. 

.n 

The f a c t  t h a t  "D-Day" f o r  t he  European Invas ion was l e s s  than one r m t h  

away weighed h e a v i l y  un General Grant and he r e l u c t a n t l y  agreed t o  a l l o w  the  

m a j o r i t y  o f  the  Board's recommendations, namely, t h a t  t he  c u r r e n t  medical system 

i n  England would remain i n  f o r c e  and t h i s  would be t h e  o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  t o  the 

F res iden t .  

General Marshal l  had taken a c t i o n  on the  day the  "Board" ( f o u r  days a f t e r  

appointment) departed fo r  England. He appointed B r i g .  General Kenner t o  represent 

the Surgeon General 

Special  A s s i s t a n t  to the A i r  Surgeon) t o  represent  The A i r  Surgeon and the  AAF 

as an "ad hoc" committee, w i t h o u t  a chairman, t o  prepare a W.D. c i r c u l a r  t o  

(and the  Army Serv i ce  Force) and L t .  Colonel Mei l  ing  !now 

* reso lve  the  f r i c t i o n  between the  competing medical m i l i t a r y  groups. 
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W.D. C i r c u l a r  140 was pub l i shed  on A p r i l  1 1 ,  1944, as a r e s u l t  o f  the 

work o f  these two o f f i c e r s .  The p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  W.D. C i r c u l a r  140 pe r ta ined  Y 

to  o n l y  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  Un i ted  States.  The AAF rece ived  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  f o r  

" s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s ' '  and " reg iona l  h o s p i t a l s , "  p r o f e s s l o n a l l y  s t a f f e d  t o  care 

f o r  p a t i e n t s .  

"general" h o s p i t a l s .  Both AAF and ASF were au tho r i zed  convalescent centers .  

P a t i e n t s  be ing  returned from overseas cou ld  be sent t o  e i t h e r  general  o r  con- 

va lescent  h o s p i t a l s .  The C.G., AAF was charged w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a l l  

''ai r ' '  

f o r  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  

The ASF was au tho r i zed  to  have "s ta t i on , "  " reg iona l  ,I' and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p a t i e n t s  w i t h  the necessary medical personnel r e q u i r e d  

The Army concept t h a t  combat wounded should be h o s p i t a l i z e d  separa te l y  

from t r a i n e e s  was cont inued, b u t  t he  A i r  Force concept t h a t  a l l  p a t i e n t s  could 

be cared f o r  i n  t he  same medical f a c i l i t y  was recognized. A i r  Force f l i g h t  

surgeons and medical a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e r s  (non-medical) were assigned t o  

ASF general  h o s p i t a l s  t o  adv ise the  h o s p i t a l  commanding o f f i c e r s  as t o  the  

d i s p o s i t i o n ,  assignment and separa t i on  o f  A i r  Force personnel .  

4 

I n  the  1944-45 pe r iod ,  d i f f e rences  between p r o j e c t e d  h o s p i t a l  needs between 

the  WDGS-G4, t he  CG ASF, and the  ASF Surgeon General over  the  need for general 

h o s p i t a l  beds became very heated. The SGO, perhaps l o o k i n g  forward t o  the  end 

o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  and h i s  d e s i r e  t o  r e t a i n  p a t i e n t s  and r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  war 

wounded r a t h e r  than t r a n s f e r  them t o  the  Veterans H o s p i t a l  system proposed 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  more general h o s p i t a l s .  The AAF countered by proposing b e t t e r  

u t i l i z a t i o n  of a v a i l a b l e  beds i n  s t a t i o n ,  reg iona l  and convalescent h o s p i t a l s .  

I n  Oecember, 1944, a t  the t ime o f  the  "Bulge" b a t t l e ,  t he  European Theater 

surgeon (Major General Hawley) was fo rced  t o  empty the  t h e a t e r ' s  general  

h o s p i t a l s  o f  p a t i e n t s  who had been r e t a i n e d  i n  England f o r  long-term d e f i n i t i v e  

ca re  (aga ins t  W.D. d i r e c t i v e s ) .  A t  t h e  same t ime, many b a t t l e  c a s u a l t i e s  a r r i v e d  .-.' 
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a t  AF Base, M i t c h e l l  F i e l d ,  New York, w i t h i n  72 hours o f  be ing wounded. 

f u l l  meaning o f  h o s p i t a l  programs overseas and g loba l  a i r  evacuat ion was 

dawning on m i l i t a r y  a s  w e l l  as medical p lanners.  The b u i l d - u p  o f  l a r g e  overseas 

h o s p i t a l  complexes was g i v i n g  way t o  the concept o f  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  a i r  evacuat ion,  

w i t h  assigned " a i r  l i f t  tonnage" a l l o c a t i o n  from the  J o i n t  Ch ie fs  t o  rep lace the  

use o f  h o s p i t a l  sh ips,  medical sec t i ons  o f  m i l i t a r y  sea t r a n s p o r t s ,  h o s p i t a l  

t r a i n s ,  e t c .  Medical o f f i c e r s  wanted " a i r  ambulances" w i t h  the "Red Cross" 

i ns igne  ( a l l  v e h i c l e s  w i t h  the Red Cross belong t o  the Army Medical Department) 

b u t  the few medical o f f i c e r s  who understood s t a f f  and l o g i s t i c  procedures 

( a i r  l i f t  tonnage assignments) were t o  p r e v a i l  i n  p lann ing  f o r  overseas operat ions.  

Every m i l i t a r y  p a t i e n t  r e q u i r e d  an average o f  s i x  m i l i t a r y  Dersonnel t o  support 

him a t  a t ime when each m i l i t a r y  i n d i v i d u a l  requ i red  approximately one and one- 

h a l f  tons o f  l o g i s t i c  support per  t h i r t y - d a y  per iod.  

The 
h 

n As Special A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  A i r  Surgeon, L t .  Colonel M e i l i n g  was ordered 

t o  serve on subcommittees o f  bo th  the  U . S .  J o i n t  S t a f f  and the  Combined U.S .  

and B r i t i s h  ( A i r ,  Army, and Navy) S t a f f .  He was a l s o  the  o n l y  medical o f f i c e r  

assigned t o  AAF Post War Planning Group. A d d i t i o n a l  medical o f f i c e r s  were being 

sent to  the Command and General S t a f f  school, etc., f o r  s t a f f  t r a i n i n g .  

I n  January 1945, t he  Surgeon General requested 70,000 a d d i t i o n a l  general 

h o s p i t a l  beds. The Army Serv i ce  Force s t a f f ,  t he  War Department s t a f f ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t ' s  ( n a t i o n a l )  H o s p i t a l  Board, t he  AAF s t a f f ,  e tc . ,  were a l l  invo lved 

i n  c o n t i n u i n g  d i scuss ion  and, f i n a l l y ,  the Inspector  General,  Major General 

Howard Snyder, M . C . ,  recommended t o  the Chief  o f  S t a f f  (Marshal l )  t h a t  reg ional  

h o s p i t a l s ,  b o t h  AAF and ASF, cou ld  and should be u t i l i z e d  t o  care f o r  overseas 

returnees.  No a d d i t i o n a l  h o s p i t a l s  were const ructed.  The ASF medical r e g u l a t i n g  

o f f i c e r  re fused t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  assignment o f  p a t i e n t s  a r r i v i n g  a t  M i t c h e l l  

F i e l d  from Europe t o  reg iona l  and convalescent h o s p i t a l s .  

and no m i l i t a r y  p a t i e n t  s u f f e r e d  from l a c k  o f  adequate a i r  evacuat ion and h o s p i t a l  

- 
This  was co r rec ted  

care.  
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The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program i n  AAF h o s p i t a l s  had been conceived by 

L t .  Colonel ( l a t e r  B r i g a d i e r  General) Howard Rusk, M.C. He was brought t o  

the s t a f f  of  the A i r  Surgeon and d i r e c t e d  the phys i ca l  medicine and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

AAF program, which was recognized and copied world-wide, and was the  foundat ion 

f o r  the Post-War c i v i l i a n  program i n  which Dr. Rusk became the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

I eader . 

I n  A p r i l  1944, the Twent ie th A i r  Force, composed o f  8-23 p lanes)  was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  C.G. A rno ld  r e p o r t i n g  t o  the J o i n t  Chiefs .  Rear headquarters 

was i n  Washington w i t h  Major Grant as Surgeon and L t .  Colonel M e i l i n g  as 

"Ass i s tan t  Surgeon" ( a l i  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  assignments t o  Hdq.USAAF). 

The f i r s t  combat base for t h i s  s t r a t e g i c  a i r  u n i t  was i n  I n d i a ,  then China, 

then T i n i a n ,  Guam, e t c .  The opera t i ons  covered t h r e e  and sometimes four  " theaters . "  

The medical support  and l o g i s t i c  problem was a new concept i n  m i l i t a r y  medicine, 

as w e l l  as i n  m i l i t a r y  dogma. v 

The ques t i on  be fo re  the  A i r  s t a f f  was whether t o  request a separate A i r  

Force medical s e r v i c e  i n  the  Zone o f  I n t e r i o r  and all t h e a t e r s  ( t h e  A i r  Force 

Commanding Generals i n  a l l  t hea te rs  had requested i n  t h e  s t ronges t  demands f o r  

t he  A i r  Force Medical Serv ice)  or  merely c o n t r o l  over h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  XX A i r  

Force Command world-wide. General Marshal l  was a g a i n s t  overseas AF h o s p i t a l s .  

General A rno ld  re fused t o  press General Marshal l  f o r  what h i s  overseas commanders 

and X X  A i r  Force Wing commanders des i red .  

Dur ing 1944-45, t he  Nor th  A t l a n t i c  and South A t l a n t i c  Wings o f  t he  A i r  

Transpor t  Command were n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  ASF s t a t i o n  h o s p i t a l s  were being w i t h -  

drawn, i n c l u d i n g  l o g i s t i c  support  ( r a t i o n s ,  automat ic  re-supply  o f  c l o t h i n g ,  

medical supp l i es ,  e t c . j  would be as an "except ion" to  the  A i r  Force Dispensar ies 

on the e i g h t  a i r  t r a n s p o r t  command bases. 

h o s p i t a l s  because o n l y  ASF cou ld  command " h o s p i t a l s "  o u t s i d e  the Zone o f  I n t e r i o r .  

They cou ld  n o t  be c a l l e d  s t a t i o n  

4 
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The Surgeon General, i n  e a r l y  1945, s t i l l  n o t  accep t ing  the  War Depart- 

ment r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  March 1942, submit ted a memorandum to the Secretary o f  

War a t tempt ing  t o  r e g a i n  t h e  pre-1942 p o s i t i o n  o f  t he  Surgeon General. A f t e r  

months o f  s t a f f  meetings i n v o l v i n g  the  War Department General S t a f f ,  ASF ; t a f f ,  

AAF s t a f f ,  Surgeon General 's  S t a f f ,  and The A i r  Surgeon's s t a f f ,  t he  Secretary  

o f  War approved W.D. C i r c u l a r  120. L i t t l e  o r  no th ing  had been changed by t h i s  

d i r e c t i v e ,  b u t  the d r i v e  f o r  a "medical se rv i ce "  co-equal t o  the  t h r e e  m i l i t a r y  

components ( A i r ,  Army, and Navy) had begun. 

- 

No attempt i n  t he  above comments has been made t o  t e l l  t he  s t o r y  o f  

a v i a t i o n  medical research, psychologica l  t e s t i n g ,  t he  denta l  corps,  t he  

v e t e r i n a r y  corps, t he  nurse corps.  Mention must be made o f  t he  13 f l i g h t  nurses 

l o s t  behind the  l i n e s  i n  A lbania i n  November 1943. These brave nurses, p u t t i n g  

i n t o  a p p l i c a t i o n  the  s u r v i v a l  techniques learned a t  A i r  Evacuat ion School, moved 

almost d a i l y  w i t h  the  non-communist r e b e l s  ( M i c a l o v i t z )  through bo th  the  T i t o  

(communist) c o n t r o l l e d  area and t h e  German-held area t o  t h e  coast  and were 

evacuated by a B r i t i s h  motor boat January 9, 1944. 

weeks b u t  they, too, found t h e i r  way t o  T w e l f t h  A i r  Hq. i n  I t a l y  (March 25 ,  1944). 

rc4 

Three nurses were l o s t  f o r  

L ikewise, t he  h e r o i c  deeds of Lt. Colonel ( l a t e r  B r i g a d i e r  General) 

Randolph Lovelace, M . C . ,  and Major Me lv in  W. Boyton, M.C., i n  making parachute 

jumps t o  demonstrate the  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  escaping from a p lane  a t  h i g h  a l t i t u d e  

(40,000 f e e t ) .  Boyton was k i l l e d  when h i s  "chutes" f a i l e d  t o  open. 

Then, too,  we should n o t  f a i l  t o  mention F i r s t  L t .  Schick, M . C . ,  AAF, 

who was k i l l e d  a t  Pear l  Harbor. He had a r r i v e d  w i th  h i s  5-17 Bomb Squadron 

( f l y i n g  from C a l i f o r n i a )  d u r i n g  the second Japanese r a i d  on Sunday morning, 

December 7 ,  1941. 

In June 1945 (between V-E Day and V-J Day) t h e r e  were, i n  the Zone of  the 

I n t e r i o r ,  4619 medical corps o f f i c e r s  on du ty  w i t h  t h e  AGF se rv ing  1,135,000 
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troops, or a ratio of 4.06 per 1000 troops. The AGF and ASF had 14,515 Medical 

Corps officers serving 1,749,556 troops for a ratio of 8.3 ( M . C . s )  per 1000 4 

troops. 

In reviewing the 1939-45 period, one is alarmed to learn of the man hours 

and man days spent studying,preparing staff documents, answering staff proposals, 

and learning to interpret directives to the advantage of one or another military 

organization. Nonetheless, the fantastic care of sick, wounded, injured, in the 

U. 5. military forces surpassed all previous world military activities. The AAF 

lead in world-wide medical activities involving global air transportation of 

patients, early ambulation of post-operative patients, rehabilitation, and physical 

medicine, aviation protective equipment, oxygen systems, body armor (against lob 

velocity missiles) heated gloves and clothing, etc. 

The basic cause of the differences between medical plans organization and 

operations must be traced to General Magee and his staff in the 1939-42 period. 

First, their planning was based on the 1917-18 static warfare, second, they did 

not and would not recognize the role of air power as a military force (this 

applies to many WD, ASF, AGF, and theater commanders staff officers) and third, 

they did not cooperate in 1941 with WD planners preparing the War Department 

Reorganization effected March 1942. This lack of  cooperation resulted in lack 

of understanding and, if you will, ignorance of the organization of the new 

combat and logistic forces which were to be the U.S. Army of 1942-45. 

on both sides led to faulty and, in many instances, total lack of communications. 

Man, being human, personalities, rivalry, jealousy, and personal animosities 

seeped into what should have been cooperative support of the war effort. 

Now we enter the Post-War Effort. 

J 

Frustration 
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POST WAR YEARS 1945-1949 

Pres ident  Truman (as a senator)  had served a s  Chairman o f  t he  Senate 

Committee on Nat ional  Cefense d u r i n g  WWI I ,  as w e l l  as on the  Approp r ia t i ons  

and the M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  committees. He sent t o  Congress, i n  December 1945, 

a message recommending the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the armed se rv i ces  i n t o  a s i n g l e  

Department o f  Defense. The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  g i l l  was in t roduced f i n a l l y  i n  February 

1947 and passed i n t o  l a w  i n  J u l y  1947. This was the Na t iona l  S e c u r i t y  Act o f  

1947, which prov ided the c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  co-equal m i l i t a r y  se rv i ces - -A i r ,  

Army, and Navy--thus the U.S. A i r  Force and a Department o f  A i r  Force came i n t o  

l e g a l  be ing  i n  September 1947. 

General Marshal l  had been succeeded by General Eisenhower as Chief  o f  

S t a f f  of the Army, and General A rno ld  had been succeeded by General Spaatz as 

C.G. ,  AAF. Spaatz and Eisenhower had been sen io r  commanders i n  the  Mediterranean 

* (North A f r i c a  and S i c i l y )  and i n  the  European Theater.  Major Genera! Malcolm Grow, 

who had served as Chief  Surgeon, U.S. S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Force on General Spaatz 's 

s t a f f  i n  Europe and i n  the f i n a l  months i n  the  P a c i f i c  War, succeeded Major General 

David N. W .  Grant, who r e t i r e d  as the  A i r  Surgeon, AAF, November 1945. 

General Eisenhower and General Spaatz had a "personal" understanding i n  

reaching consensus on " u n i f i c a t i o n "  t h a t  a p e r i o d  o f  t w o  years would be prov ided 

to  e f f e c t  the t r a n s f e r  o f  personnel ,  se rv i ces ,  and a c t i v i t i e s .  Included was t he  

statement, "chaplains and medical personnel w i l l  remain w i t h  the Arrny,and general 

h o s p i t a l s  f o r  t h e  Army and A i r  Force w i l l  bz operated by the  Army". Thus, develop- 

ment o f  i n t e r n  and res iden t  t r a i n i n g  programs, reserve medical personnel, e t c . ,  

were denied the A i r  Force f o r  t h i s  two-year per iod.  

Dur ing 1946-48, the B r i t i s h  Government was cons ide r ing  a proposal f o r  the 

"amalgamation o f  m i l i t a r y  medical services".  A roya l  commission and the M i n i s t e r  - 
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o f  Defense es tab l i shed  the government's p o s i t i o n  as f o l l o w s :  "Each m i l i t a r y  

s e r v i c e  requ i res  a medical s e r v i c e  responsive t o  the  command o f  the parent  

service."  Par l iament approved t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  

1- 

I t  seems t h a t  General Hood, D i r e c t o r  General o f  t he  ( B r i t i s h )  Royal Army 

Medical Corps had a "personal" understanding w i t h  Major General Norman Kirk,  

Surgeon General,  Army Serv ice Forces, U.S.A., t h a t  they would each seek i n  t h e i r  

own respec t i ve  c o u n t r i e s  "amalgamated m i l i t a r y  medical serv ices."  

I n  November 1947, t he  new Secretary  of  Defense (J. F o r r e s t a l )  and the  

Secretary  o f  A i r ,  Army, and Navy, considered the quest ion,  "should a s i n g l e  Armed 

Forces medical and h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e  De establ ished."  In January 1948, Secretary 

F o r r e s t a l  named a committee on Medical and H o s p i t a l  Services o f  the Armed Services 

composed of She A i r  Surgeon, A i r  Force (Growj; Surgeon General,  Army ( B l i s s ) ;  

Surgeon General, Navy (Swanson); and Major General Hawley, U.S.A., M.C., r e t i r e d  

as Chairman. and Rear Admiral ( l a t e r  Vice Admira l )  Joel 1. Boone, M.C., as  secretary.--^ 

Th is  "Hawley Committee" amassed volumes o f  s t a t i s t i c s  and medical s t a f f  s tud ies ,  

but d i d  not prove e f f e c t i v e  as the  r e s p e c t i v e  members d i d  n o t  have d e c i s i o n  a u t h o r i t y  

t o  represent t h e i r  respec t i ve  se rv i ces .  

The American Medical Assoc ia t i on  adopted the  f o l l o w i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  1946-48: 

"So long as  t h ree  co-equal m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e s  e x i s t e d ,  i t  i s  necessary t h a t  each 

exe rc i se  'comand r e s p o n s i b i l i t y '  f o r  i t s  suppor t i ng  medical se rv i ce ,  but  t h a t  

commcln medical se rv i ces  and f a c i l i t i e s  (medical supply catalogues, medical supply 

depots,  medical l i b r a r i e s ,  a i r  evacuat ion,  e t c . )  should be u n i f i e d  and consol idated."  

The Counci l  on Nat ional  Emergency Serv ices,  o f  which O r .  M e i l i n g  ( then a t  Ohio 

S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y )  was sec re ta ry ,  had developed t h i s  " p o s i t i o n  statement". 

The A i r  Force Associat ion,  formed t o  serve a i r  power i n  a manner s i m i l a r  

t o  the  Navy League, and dedicated t o  c i v i l i a n  support  f o r  t he  A i r  Force, i n  

September 1947 h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  convent ion meet i n  Columbus, Ohio. 
- 

D r .  H. Rusk, 
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D r .  Cortez Enloe, and D r .  Richard M e i l i n g  prepared and submi t ted a r e s o l u t i o n  

d " s t r o n g l y  advocat ing the need f o r  the U. 5. A i r  Force t o  have a medical s e r v i c e  

s o l e l y  responsive t o  the A i r  Force command." Th is  was the  f i r s t  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  

be adopted by the  A i r  Force Assoc ia t i on  and demonstrated c i v i l i a n  support f o r  a 

Un i ted  States A i r  Force Medical Service.  

The f i r s t  Hoover Commission, on Reorganizat ion o f  the  Execut ive Branch o f  

the Government, was appointed by Pres ident  Truman and cha i red  by former Pres ident ,  

Herber t  Hoover. W i t h i n  t h i s  Commission was a Committee on Hea l th  A f f a i r s ,  whose 

Chairman, M r .  Tracy Voorhees, had been a co lonel  i n  the Judge Advocate General 's  

Corps, assigned as Chief  o f  the Contro l  D i v i s i o n  o f  t he  Surgeon Genera l 's  O f f i c e  

i n  the ASF d u r i n g  WWII. 

A Committee on Na t iona l  S e c u r i t y  A f f a i r s  o f  t he  Hoover Commission was 

c h a i r e d  by M r .  Ferdinand Eberstadt,  a New York banker and f i n a n c i e r .  Eberstadt had 

headed the  Muni t ions Board d u r i n g  WI I .  M r .  Eberstadt appointed D r .  M e i l i n g  and 

O r .  Rusk as h i s  m i l i t a r y  medical adv i so rs  w i t h  the  concurrence o f  Pres ident  Hoover 

and Pres iden t  Truman. I t  should be noted t h a t  D r .  Rusk and D r .  Enloe were from 

Missour i  and each was a f a m i l y  f r i e n d  and f requent  v i s i t o r  t o  Pres ident  Truman. 

- 

The "understanding" o f  General Eisenhower, who had been succeeded by General 

Bradley and General Spaatz, who had been succeeded by General Vandenberg, was now 

no longer  f e l t  t o  be "binding" by the U.S. A i r  Force. 

Secretary  o f  t he  A i r  Force, S t u a r t  Symington, and Chief  o f  S t a f f ,  Vandenberg, 

were concerned about an A i r  Force medical serv ice.  Secretary  of Defense, F o r r e s t a l ,  

disbanded the  Hawley Board a s  be ing  o f  l i m i t e d  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and appointed, i n  

December 1948, a Department o f  Defense Medical Advisory Committee o f  a l l  c i v i l i a n  

medical leaders,  each o f  whom had served i n  m i l i t a r y  c a p a c i t i e s  d u r i n g  WII.  This  

committee was cha i red  by Deputy Secretary o f  Defense, Charles P.  Cooper, former 

- v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  the American Telephone & Telegraph Company, and Chairman o f  the 
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Board o f  Trustees o f  the P resby te r ian  H o s p i t a l  o f  ?iew 'lark. 

became g e n e r a l l y  known as "The Cooper Committee." 

The committee 
c4 

Secretary  of  Defense, work ing c l o s e l y  w i t h  M r .  Eberstadt ,  Pres ident  

Truman, and Pres ident  Hoover had asked D r .  M e i l i n g ,  D r .  James H o l l e r s ,  and D r .  

Rusk t o  serve on the "Cooper Committee," which they d i d .  

General Eisenhower w a s ,  a t  t h i s  t ime, Pres ident  o f  Columbia U n i v e r s i t y  and 

Secretary  F o r r e s t a l  had asked him t o  serve as " k t i n g  Chairman" a t  each weekly 

meeting o f  the " J o i n t  Chiefs o f  S t a f f , "  (Air-Vandenberg; Army-Bradley; and Navy- 

Adm. Louis  €. Denfe ld) .  

By p r i o r  agreement, only "agenda" i tems cou ld  be considered and voted upon 

by the J o i n t  Chiefs o f  S ta f f ,  b u t  on February 25, 1949, Eisenhower, f r u s t r a t e d  

over several  months of o b t a i n i n g  no d e c i s i o n  or  consensus on agenda i tems, i n t r o -  

duced a non-agenda i tem proposing the "amalgamation and u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  the Armed 

Forces Medical Services." The c h i e f s  d i d  n o t  v o t e  on t h i s  because i t  was a non- 

agenda item. Eisenhower, i n  a personal  hand-wr i t ten memo, forwarded t h i s  i tem to 

the Secretary  of Defense. 

L.r 

The Secretary  o f  Defense assigned t h i s  t o  Mr. Cooper and h i s  committee. M r .  

Cooper, i n  t u r n ,  assigned D r .  M e i l i n g ,  who w i t h  A s s i s t a n t  Secretary of Defense, 

John Ohly, and A s s i s t a n t  Secretary  o f  Defense, Mark Leva, arranged hear ings t o  

beg in  March 5 and cont inue through March 20, 1949. 

The Eberstadt r e p o r t  recommended " the need f o r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  ( p o l i c y  and 

program) o f  common serv ices i n  h e a l t h  and medical a f f a i r s  under the  Secretary o f  

Defense and medical se rv i ces  under command c o n t r o l  i n  each of the m i i i t a r y  services."  

The 'Joorhees Committee repo r ted  " i t  i s  b a s i c  t h a t  the Armed Forces have a suppor t ing 

medical s e r v i c e  sub jec t  t o  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l . "  

On March 28, 1949, the  Secretary  o f  Defense res igned and Secretary  o f  Defense, 

Louis  Johnson, was appointed t o  succeed h i m .  M r .  Johnson, a lawyer,  had served as 
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an o f f i c e r  i n  W W I ,  and j u s t  p r i o r  t o  WI I ,  was A s s i s t a n t  Secre:ary o f  War. Whi le  

a l l  t he  above was t a k i n g  p lace,  General Grow, The A i r  Surgeon, was masterminding 

the work o f  h i s  own s t a f f  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  agencies. 

Such o f f i c e r s  as B r i g a d i e r  General W i l l i a m  Cook, B r i g a d i e r  General W i l l i a m  Kennard, 

Major General Harry  Armstrong, Major General Dan Ogle, B r i g a d i e r  General A l b e r t  

Schwichtenberg, Colonel Hayden Withers,  Colonel John Love, and Colonel George Green, 

i n  Washington, were ext remely a c t i v e  and produc t ive .  

- 

On A p r i l  12, 1949, the  agreed- to " t r a n s f e r  o rder "  was presented t o  the  

Secretary  o f  Defense by t he  Secretary  of t h e  Army, Rogal, and Secre tary  of the A i r  

Force, Symington. T h i s  t r a n s f e r  o r d e r  and t h e  Cooper Committee r e p o r t  a r r i v e d  a t  

t he  O f f i c e  o f  the  Secretary  of Defense almost s imul taneously .  M r .  Johnson, a f t e r  

a conference w i t h  A s s i s t a n t  Secretary  Ohley, A s s i s t a n t  Secretary  Leva, M r .  Cooper, 

and D r .  M e i l i n g ,  decided t o  approve t h e  recommendations. On May 1 2 ,  1949, Trans fer  

Order No.36 was issued by the  Department o f  Defense, f o l l o w e d  by A i r  Force and 

. Army adjustment r e g u l a t i o n s  Nos. 1-11-62. 

The U. S. A i r  Force, General Order No.35 (June 8, 1949) e s t a b l i s h e d  - The 

Uni ted  States A i r  Force Medical Serv ice  and the  p o s i t i o n  of Stirgeon General, USAF, 

e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  I ,  1949. A t  l a s t  t h e  USAF Medical Serv ice  ex is ted .  

The m i l i t a r y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  careers o f  Some o f f i c e r s  were o f t e n  i n  

jeopardy as they worked t o  a t t a i n  t h e  goal of a (USAF) medical  s e r v i c e .  I t  was 

t h e i r  f a i t h  which o f t e n  only seemed a t  bes t  a dream t h a t  f i n a l l y  reached f r u i t i o n .  

Major General Grod was a g r e a t  leader .  In 1915, as a young c i v i l i a n  

phys ic ian ,  he had been i n f a t u a t e d  by t h e  daughter o f  t h e  then U.S. Ambassador t o  

the  Court  o f  S t .  Petersburg,  and f o l l o w e d  her  t o  Russia. 

i n  the  Royal Russian Guard regiments and p e r s o n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  the  f i r s t  c e n t r a l  

Russian Kedica l  Serv ice o f  t he  Czar,  Nicholas I I ,  forces.  He received the  Order 

o f  S t .  S tan is laus ,  w i t h  crossed sabers, t he  h i g h e s t  c z a r i s t  m i l i t a r y  decorat ion,  

He was g iven a commission 

h 
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a s  w e l l  as the  Medal o f  S t .  George, t h i r d  and f o u r t h  grades. 

Russian communistic takeover,  he re tu rned  t o  the Un i ted  States and soon j o i n e d  

the  U.S. Army Medical Serv ice and was sent t o  Europe. He served as sen io r  medical 

o f f i c e r  a f t e r  W W I  i n  t he  American e x p e d i t i o n  t o  Russia. H is  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  

a v i a t i o n  medicine a re  o f  g r e a t  note,  

Armstrong of the Aero-Med Laboratory  a t  Wright F i e l d ,  Ohio. I t  was an experience 

t o  spend a few hours o f  r e l a x a t i o n  and l i s t e n  t o  h i s  exper t  d i scuss ion  o f  i n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  and domestic p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s ,  as we l l  as m i l i t a r y  s tud ies .  

Fo l l ow ing  the - 

He was co-founder, w i t h  Major General 

Major General Harry G. Armstrong succeeded, i n  November 1943, General Grow 

as A i r  Force Surgeon General. The development o f  USAF was con f ron ted  w i t h  

g i g a n t i c  problems. Lack o f  d e f i n i t e  care f a c i l i t i e s ,  l a c k  of b o a r d - c e r t i f i e d  

s p e c i a l i s t s ,  lack o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  funds, l a c k  o f  research funds and equipment 

were o n l y  a few o f  the d a i l y  problems o f  1949-50. 

Pres ident  Truman and Secretary o f  Defense had ordered es tab l i shed  the p o s i t i o n  CI 

of " f ks i s tan t  t o  the  Secretary o f  Defense f o r  Medical and Hea l th  A f f a i r s "  ( D i r e c t o r  

o f  Department o f  Defense Hea l th  Services and Chairman of  the  Medical and Heal th  

Advisory Board). 

They se lec ted  D r .  M e i l i n g  t o  f i l l  these p o s i t i o n s  and he took o f f i c e  on 

J u l y  1, 1949 as an adv i so r  t o  the  Secretary o f  Defense u n t i l  Raymond A l l e n ,  M.D., 

who h e l d  the post from J u l y  1 t o  September 1 ,  1919, had re tu rned  t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  

as Presidef i t  of the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Washington i n  S e a t t l e .  M e i l i n g  h e l d  t h i s  pos i -  

t i o n  u n t i l  June 30, 1951, when he requested r e l i e f  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  academic career 

a t  the Col lege o f  Medicine o f  The Ohio S ta te  U n i v e r s i t y .  General Marshal l  granted 

t h i s  request prov ided M e i l i n g  would spend one day each week as an adv i so r  t o  the 

Secretary  o f  Defense. 

Marshal l .  

A s s i s t a n t  t o  the Secretary o f  Defense e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 ,  1951. 

Mr. L o v e t t  cont inued t h i s  program a f t e r  he succeeded General 

O r .  Randolph Lovelace ( B r i g .  Gen. USAF, Res.) succeeded O r .  M e i l i n g  a s  
'4 
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I n  June 1949, General Eisenhower re tu rned  t o  a c t i v e  d u t y  and sponsored a 

proposed Department o f  Defense budget f o r  1949-50 of a mere 14.4 b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

Th is  was indeed a p e r i o d  of a u s t e r i t y .  Then he, Eisenhower, departed f o r  Europe 

as n i l  i t a r y  c h i e f  of the newly-organized NATO (Nor th A t l a n c i c  Treaty  Organ iza t i on ) .  

4 

I n  December 1949, r e l a t i o n s  between the A i r  Force and the  Navy, over which 

s e r v i c e  was t o  rece ive  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  the l i m i t e d  funds,became almost i n t o l e r a b l e .  

The Navy wanted a super a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  capable o f  hand l i ng  " s t r a t e g i c  bombers." 

The A i r  Force r a n t e d  t o  be the o n l y  s e r v i c e  w i t h  s t r a t e g i c  bombers capable o f  

c a r r y i n g  "A" bombs, namely the  8-36. 

The Secretary of Defense (Johnson) cance l l ed  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the super 

a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  (The Un i ted  S t a t e s ) .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  a t  congressional  hear ings, 

Admiral Denf ie ld ,  Ch ie f  o f  Naval Operat ions,  and o t h e r  Naval officers had p u b l i c l y  

opposed Pres iden t  Truman, Secretary  o f  Defense, and Secretary  o f  Navy (Matthews) 

on t h e  proposed r o l e  o f  t he  Navy i n  t h e  Department o f  Defense. On October 27, 

- 1949, P res iden t  Truman approved t h e  request o f  Secretary Matthews t o  remove Admiral 

D e n f i e l d  as Chief  o f  Naval Operat ions.  Th is  was an unheard o f  a c t i o n .  Admiral 

D e n f i e l d  res igned and a m i n o r i t y  o f  Congress and the  press had a f i e l d  day denouncing 

P res iden t  Truman and Secretary o f  Defense Johnson. 

The A i r  Force had been the  main f o r c e  invo lved i n  t h e  B e r l i n  A i r  L i f t  i n  

c o n f r o n t i n g  the Soviet  t h r e a t .  

p u b l i c  were deeply concerned w i t h  the  U.S.  s t r a t e g y  and f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

M i l i t a r y ,  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  makers, and the  c i v i l i a n  

I n  t h i s  environment, t he  USAF Medical Serv ice was being tested.  Because O f  

the p o t e n t i a l  Sov iet  r e a c t i o n  i n  Europe, the  Middle East, and Asia,  t he  Secretary  

o f  Defense, on the recommendation o f  the  A s s i s t a n t  t o  the  Secretary  f o r  Medical 

h a t  the USAF would be the pr imary s e r v i c e  

ents ,  i n t r a - t h e a t e r ,  i n t e r - t h e a t e r ,  and i n  

the  A i r  Force and i t s  Medical Serv ice was 
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se rv ing  a l l  t h ree  m i l i t a r y  se rv i ces .  

h o s p i t a l s  i n  overseas areas would be prevented and p a t i e n t s  r e q u i r i n g  prolonged 

d e f i n i t i v e  care would be brought t o  the Un i ted  States where s t a f f  and scarce 

s p e c i a l t y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  would be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  bo th  the m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  

Sectors.  The problem o f  matching the  Soviet  t h r e a t  i n  severa l  areas and main- 

t a i n i n g  Un i ted  States c i v i l i a n ,  as w e l l  as m i l i t a r y  needs o f  the m i l i t a r y  programs, 

was be ing g i ven  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n .  H o s p i t a l  sh ips and h o s p i t a l  t r a i n s  were put  i n  

storage. U n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l s  were ass ign ing a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  beds as temporary 

: n i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l s  i n  case o f  a n a t i o n a l  emergency. 

Thus the  expensive b u i l d - u p  o f  general 

-. 

In  June 1950, the  Korean s i t u a t i o n  exploded and the Un i ted  States,  w i t h  i t s  

Un i ted  Nat ions a l l i e s  met the chal lenge.  The k i r  Force expanded i n  s t r e n g t h  some 

t w o  and one-hal f  t imes, as d i d  the  A i r  Force Medical Serv ice.  Navy and Army reserve 

phys i c ians  were ordered t o  du ty  and assigned t o  USAF medical se rv i ces  by the Secretary 

o f  Defense. Th is  was a l e g a l  t e s t  o f  the a u t h o r i t y  o f  t he  Pres ident  and the  Secretary 

o f  Defense. 

ment of Defense. 

The m i l i t a r y  budget was no longer an insuperable problem for the Depart-- 

Congress, i n  1952,  a u t h o r i z e d  the  establ ishment  of the  A i r  Force Aeromedical 

Center a t  Brook A i r  Force Base, Texas. 

I n  1953, l a r g e l y  through t h e  cont inued e f f o r t s  o f  Major Geceral O t i s  Benson 

(and h i s  s t a f f )  and the  MAF Surgeon General (and h i s  s t a f f ) ,  A v i a t i o n  Medicine 

was recognized as a c i v i l i a n  medical s p e c i a l t y  w i t h  board c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  

examination. 

Major General Armstrong (Surgeon General) was j u s t l y  proud t o  s t a t e  t h a t  the 

USAF Medical Serv ice a t t a i n e d  i n  i t s  f i r s t  f i v e  years a degree o f  e f fec t i veness .  

h h i c h ,  up u n t i l  t h a t  t ime, had never been equa l l ed  by any o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  medical 

s e r v i c e .  

The achievements o f  Major General Dan Ogle, Major General O.K. Niess, L t .  - 
General Richard L. Bohannon, L t .  General Kenneth E. P l e t c h e r ,  L t .  General Alonzo Townel, 
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L t .  General Robert Patterson, Lt. General George Schaeffer. Lt. General Paul Myetss 

and Lt. General Max Drailiar have, as duly appointed surgeons general of the 

United States Air Force, brought the necessary leadership, medical professional 

status, military knowledge, and personal contact with the chiefs of staff and their 

staffs, which have meant so much these past thirty-four years. Colonal Donald Llestra, 

MAC, played a decisive role as executive officer of the various surgeons general of  

the USAF; he was a staff officer o f  the highest qualities. 

The USAF Medical Service is the enlisted personnel, the officer personnel, 

and the Air Force family which understands loyalty down, and promotes loyalty up. 

He or she of the Medicai Service who would wear the "air force blue" should accept 

the reason for a military service and career. They should seek continuing higher 

education in the military schools with the same degree of intensity they seek con- 

tinuing medical and health care professional education. 

Participation i n  "Red Flag exercise" and "Alert" programs are the essence 

of a military career, !.e., to be prepared to serve one's service, one's nation, 

and one's family. 

The role of the USAF Medical Service in the years o f  turmoil in Korea, 

VietNam, the Lebanon situation, the Suez Canal Affair, etc., provided combat 

training and support or logistic exercises of great value during 1960-75. 

this part of the story o f  the USAF Medical Service shall be the responsibility Of 

another history buff. 

However, 

The art of military arms intertwined with the art of mi!itary medicine form 

a tradition in which the red thread of patriotism will always be recognized in the 

United States Air Force. 

2 9 9  



REFERENCES 

1 .  

2 .  

3 .  

4. 

5. 

6 .  

7. 

8. 

9. 

Tumultuous Years, Robert J .  Donovan, W.W. Norton E. Co., 
New York, 1982.  

F o r r e s t a l  D i a r i e s ,  Walter M i l l i s ,  The V i k i n g  Press, 195!. 

The Un i ted  S t a t e s  A i r  Force, A Turbulent  H i s t o r y ,  
Herber t  M. Mason, J r . ,  Mason Char ter ,  1976. 

USAF Medical Serv ice D iges t ,  Vol. XX:7, The Twent ie th 
Anniversary,  1949-69. 

Nat ional  Arch i ves , Wash i ng ton, D . C . (E i senhower Memo). 

Simpson A i r  H i s t o r y  Research Center, Maxwell A i r  Base, 
A1 abama. 

St rughold L i b r a r y ,  Brooks A i r  Base, Texas 

O f f i c e  o f  the Surgeon General, Hq. USAF (Bragg's O f f i ce ) ,  
B o l l i n g  A i r  Base, D.C. 

The A i r  H i s t o r y  Div. ,  Hq. USAF, B o l l i n g  A i r  Base, D.C. 

300  



About the  Author--  

RICHARD L. MEILING, MAJOR GENERAL, USAF ( r e t i r e d )  
4 

Born i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Ohio, 1908; received h i s  A.B. degree from Wit tenberg 

U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Ohio, and h i s  medica! degree f rom the  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

Munich, Germany; B o a r d - c e r t i f i e d  i n  O b s t e t r i c s  and Gynecology, as w e l l  a s  i n  

Av i a t  ion  Med i c  i ne (Prevent ive Medicine).  

Entered the U.S. Army A i r  Corps as a F l y i n g  Cadet i n  1932; commissioned 

F i r s t  L ieutenant .  M.C., U.S. Army 1938; Graduate o f  School o f  A v i a t i o n  Medicine 

and o f  the Command and General S t a f f  School. 

Served as company comnander, 7 t h  Med. En, 8n Commander 52nd Med. Bn, Medical 

Supply O f f i c e r ,  and A s s i s t a n t  Surgeon I Army Corps, A s s i s t a n t  Surgeon F i r s t  A i r  

Force, A s s i s t a n t  Surgeon Twent ie th A i r  Force, Special  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  A i r  Surgeon, 

USAAF, A i r  Evacuat ion O f f i c e r  and Medical Regulat ing O f f i c e r ,  member o f  the Post- 

War Long-Range P. i r  Force Planning Board, C.O. Morale D i v i s i o n  U.S. S t r a t e g i c  

Bombing Survey, A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  Secretary o f  Defense f o r  Medical and Hea l th  

A f f a i r s ,  1943-51, A s s i s t a n t  t o  the  USAF Surgeon General 1949-68, Chief F l i g h t  

Surgeon, Consul tant t o  t h e  Surgeon General i n  O b s t e t r i c s  and Gynecology. 

- 

C u r r e n t l y  Emeritus Vice P res iden t  and Emeritus Professor ,  The Ohio S ta te  

U n i v e r s i t y .  

Major General N e i l i n g ,  a reserve o f f i c e r ,  r e t i r e d  on December 21 ,  1968, 

f rom the U. 5. A i r  Force and i t s  medical se rv i ce .  

A p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  manuscr ipt  was presented before the  Annual Hea l th  Services 
Management Seminar o f  Hq. T a c t i c a l  A i r  Force, Langley A i r  Base, V i r g i n i a ,  on 
November 3 ,  1982. 

L 

301 



APPENDIX i 

A l l  who con t r i bu ted  t o  the  development o f  the Un i ted  States A i r  Force 

Medical Serv ice are  not  persona l ly  known t o  the  author.  Some who the  author 

knew and w i t h  whom he was associated are  l i s t e d  a s  fo l lows.  To each, l i s t e d  

o r  not ,  we pay homage and express profound g r a t i t u d e  f o r  what they d i d  t o  

f u r t h e r  a worthy cause. 

U.S. A I R  CORPS AND U.S. ARMY A I R  FORCE 

The USAAF, The A i r  Surgeon 

Major General David N W Grant 
Major General Malcolm C .  Grow 

Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
to1  onel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Col onel 

S ta f f  

B r i g .  General Eugene Re inar tz  
B r i g .  General Howard Rusk 

Fabian P r a t t  

- 

Cadmus Baker 
Ehr l  i ng  Berqu is t  
Walter Jensen 
Clay Chenaul t 
Robert Ruther ford 
Mott Gann 
Dale Rice  
W i l l i a m  Glasser 
John McGraw 
Paul Hol brook 
Gus Ledfords 
Donald Hast ings 
Michael Conners 
Paul Shands 
Russel l  Lee 
John Hargreaves 
Herber t  Wriqht - 

L t .  Colonel Melbourne W .  Boynton 
Major Cortez I .  Enloe 
Colonel Henry Crawford 
L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r ,  USAAF t o  O f f i c e  o f  The Surgeon General, USASF 

Br ig .  General A l b e r t  Schwichtenberg 

USAAF A i r  Evacuation O f f i c e r  and Medical Regulatory O f f i c e r  

Major General Richard L. M e i l i n g  
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Appendix I (cont inued) 

Special  Ass is tan ts  t o  The A i r  Surgeon, USAAF 

Major General Richard L. M e i l i n g  
Colonel Robert Ruther fo rd  

U . S .  A I R  FORCE 

The Surgeons General o f  t h e  USAF 

Major General Malcolm C .  Grow * 
Major General Harry  Armstrong .’- 
M a j o r  General Daniel  Ogle 
Major General O l i v e r  K. Niess 
L ieutenant  General Richard Bohannon 
L ieutenant  General Kenneth P le tcher  
L ieutenant  General filonzo A, Towner 
L ieutenant  General Robert Pat te rson 
L ieutenant  General George E.  Schaffsr 
L ieutenant  General Paul N ,  Myers 
L ieutenant  General Max B r a l l j ’ a r  

* Deceased 

Command, Plans, and S t a f f  

Major General Haro ld Twi tche l  
Major General M. Samuel White 
Major General John Cu l l en  
Major General W i l l i a m  Powell 
M a j o r  General M i l f o r d  H a l l  
Major General O t i s  Benson 
Major General A rch ie  Hoffman 
Major General Don Wenger 
Major General O l i n  F. Mcl lnay 
Major General Raymond Jenkins 
Major General Char les Roadman 
Br ig .  General O t i s  B. Schreuder 
B r ig .  General Ear l  Maxwell 
B r ig .  General Ben.,H. S t r i ck land  
Br ig .  General W i l l i a m  Cook 
Br ig .  General Edward Kennard 
B r i g .  General Haro ld Funsch 
Br ig .  General Fratus D u f f  
Colonel George Green 
Colonel Louis  A rno ld i  
Colonel tlayden W i  them 
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Appendix I (continued) 

Aero-Space Medicine 
Major General 
Major General 
Major General 
ttajor General 
Erig. General 
Brig. General 
Brig. General 
Brig. General 

L Otis Benson 
Theodore Bedwell 
Donald Flickinger 
James Humphrey 
Randolph Lovelace 
Lloyd Griffiths 
Jack tt0lerUd 
Victor Evrnes 

Colonel Robert Benford' 
Colonel Paul Campbell 
Colonel Harold El 1 ingson 
Colonel Vance Marchbanks 
Colonel John Stapp 

Dental Officers (AAF) 
Major General George Kennebeck 
Major General Marvin Kennebeck 
Brig, General James Hollers 

A 

Nurse Officers (AAF) 

Lieutenant Colonei Nellie Close 
Colonel Juanita Redmond 

USAF (Medical) Assistant Air Attaches 
Major General Charles Roadman (Argentina) 
Lieutenant General Kenneth Pletcher (England) 
Colonel Paul Campbell (England) 
Colonel George Green (France) 

MAC Officers 
Colonel Donald Westra (or. Jur) 
Colonel George Hahn 
Colonel Alfred P. Urquia 
Colonel Daniel Herrin 
Coloiel James W. Pol~.enhorn 

Public Relations and History - Congressional 
Dr. Mae Link 
M r s .  Pat Bragg 
Chief Master Sgt. Raymond 5. Smith, USAF 

Inquiry 

h 
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GLOSSARY 

A 

AAC---------------- A l a s k a n  A i r  Command 

Acheson,  Dean G . ,  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  

A i n s w o r t h ,  Maj Gen  Fred  C. 

A l i s o n ,  Maj Gen J o h n  R. 

A l l e n ,  DK. Raymond 

AMA---------------- A m e r i c a n  Medica l  A s s o c i a t i o n  

Armstrong,  Maj Gen Harry G. 

Arno id ,  Gen H e n r y  H. 

ASTP--------------- Army S p e c i a l i z e d  T r a i n i n g  Program 
AT&T--------------- American Te lephone  and T e l e g r a p h  Company 

ATC---------------- A i r  T r a n s p o r t  Command 

AU----------------- A i r  U n i v e r s i t y  

B 

Bake r ,  C o l  Cadmus 3. 

B a l d w i n ,  Hanson W. 

Baruch ,  Bernard M .  

Ba tch ,  L t  C o l  J o s e p h  W. 

BBC---------------- B r i t i s h  B r o a d c a s t i n g  C o r p o r a t i o n  

B e n s o n ,  Maj Gen Otis O., Jr. 
B e v i s ,  D r .  Howard 

B i l l i n g s ,  J o h n  S .  

B l i s s ,  Maj Gen Raymond W. 
Bohannon, L t  Gen R i c h a r d  L. 
Boone, Vice Adm Joel 
Boynton,  L t  C o l  Melbourne  W .  

E r a d l e y ,  Maj Gen F o l l e t t  
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B r a g g ,  P a t  

B r a l l i a r ,  L t  Gen Max B.  

B r a n d t ,  D r .  Karl 

B r u c k n e r ,  L t  W i l h e l m  

C 

C a m p b e l l ,  Col P a u l  A .  

Cannon,  Gen J o h n  K .  

C h u r c h i l l ,  D r .  Edward 

C h u r c h i l l ,  S i r  W i n s t o n  
C I A  ____---__------- C e n t r a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Agency 

C i a n o ,  C o u n t  G a l e a z z o  
C l a y ,  Gen L u c i u s  D .  

C o c h r a n ,  L t  C o l  J a c q u e l i n e  

C o c h r a n ,  Col P h i l i p  G .  

comz--------------- Commun i c a  t ions 2 one 

C o n n e l l y ,  Matthew 

Cook,  B r i g  Gen W i l l i a m  F. 
C o o l i d g e ,  P r e s i d e n t  C a l v i n  

Cooper, C h a r l e s ,  Deputy S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e ,  M e d i c a l  and 
H e a l t h  A f f a i r s  

Cooper, Proctor 
C r a i g ,  R e a r  Adm W i n c h e l l  M c .  

D 

D a v i s ,  Adm Donald C .  

De Bakey,  D r .  Michael E .  

demob--------------demobilizatiOn 

D i e h l ,  Dr. H a r o l d  
DO,p--------------- Department of Defense 
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D ' O l i e r ,  F r a n k l i n  

D o  1 1 f u s s  , E ng e 1 be  r t 
D 'dn i t z ,  Adm K a r l  

Dool i t t l e ,  Gen James H .  

D u l i e s .  A l l e n  

E 

E b e r s t a d t ,  F e r d i n a n d  

E i s e n h o w e r ,  Gen of t h e  Army Dwight  D .  

F 

FBI---------------- F e d e r a l  B u r e a u  of I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

F i t t s ,  C o l  F r a n c i s  M. 
F o r r e s t a l ,  James V . ,  S e c r e t a r y  of  D e f e n s e  

F r a n c o ,  F r a n c i s c o  

G 

G i l l ,  Ccwing ton  

G l e n n ,  B r i g  G e n  C h a r l e s  R. 

G o e b b e l s  , Joseph 
G E r i n g ,  R e i c h m a r s c h a l l  Hermann 
Graham, Maj Gen Wallace H .  
G r a n t ,  Maj Gen David  N .  W. 

Grow, Maj Gen Malcolm C.  

G r u e n t h e r ,  Gen A l f r e d  M. 
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H 

H a n d l o s e r ,  S i e g f r i e d  G e n  

Handy,  G e n  Thomas T. 

H a r d i n g ,  P r e s i d e n t  Warren G .  

Hasdor f  E ,  D r .  James C. 

H a t c h ,  S e n a t o r  C a r l  A . ,  Dem-NM 
I iawley,  Maj G e n  Paul R.  

H e i m .  Dr. J. i?. 

HEW---------------- H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and W e l f a r e  
H i m m l e r ,  H e i n r i c h  

H i n d e n b e r g ,  F i e l d  M a r s h a l  P a u l  von 
H i t l e r ,  Adolf 

Hobby, O v e t a  C . ,  S e c r e t a r y  of H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  and W e l f a r e  

Hoffman,  Gen Max 

Hood, L t  G e n  S i r  A l e x a n d e r  

Hoover, P r e s i d e n t  H e r b e r t  C. 

H o p k i n s ,  Harry 

I 

I r e l a n d ,  Ma] Gen Merrit te W. 

J 

JAG---------------- Judge A d v o c a t e  G e n e r a l  

J o h n s o n ,  L o u i s  A . ,  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  
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K 

Keller, C o i  W i l l i a m  

Kel ly ,  L t  J o h n  
K e n n a r d ,  B r i g  Gen W i l l i a m  J.  

Kennedy,  P r e s i d e n t  J o h n  F. 
Kenner ,  Maj G e n  A l b e r t  W. 

Kenney,  S e n  George C .  

K i n g ,  F l e e t  Adm E r n e s t  J. 

K i r k ,  Maj Gen Norman T.  
Knox, F r a n k ,  Secretary of t h e  Navy 

Kohn,  D r .  R i c h a r d  H. 

L 

LSL---------------- Leg  i sl a t  ive L i a i s o n  

Leahy ,  D r .  F r a n k  
L e e ,  Gen Robert M. 

LeMay, Gen C u r t i s  E. 
L e v a ,  Marx, Spec ia l  A s s i s t a n t  to t h e  Secretary of 2e:enSe 
L i c k e r t ,  D r .  R e n s u s  
L i n d b u r g h ,  B r i g  Gen C h a r l e s  A. 

L i s t o n ,  C o i  David E .  

Long, Col P e r o n  

Love, B r i g  Gen A l b e r t  G. 

L o v e l a c e ,  B r i g  Gen W i l l i a m  R.  I11 

L o v e t t ,  R o b e r t  A . ,  A s s i s t a n t  Secretary of War f o r  A i r  

L u d e n d o r f f ,  Gen E r i c h  F. W. 

L u t e s ,  L t  Gen LeRoy 
L y s t e r ,  B r i g  Gen T h e o d o r e  C .  
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MAC---------------- M e d i c a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o r p s  

MAC---------------- t t i l i t a r y  A i r l i f t  Command 
M a c A r t h u r ,  Gen of t h e  Army D o u g l a s  

Macready ,  Ma] J o h n  A .  

Magee, Ma) G e n  James C .  

M a r s h a l l ,  Gen G e o r g e  C.  

Marx ,  Kar l  

MASH--------------- m o b i l e  Army s u r g i c a l  h o s p i t a l  
M a t t h e w s ,  F r a n c i s  P . ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Navy 

McInt i re ,  Vice  Adm Ross 
M c N a F r ,  Gen L e s l e y  J .  

McNarney, Gen J o s e p h  T. 

McNeil, W. J . ,  S p e c i a l  A s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  
MEDICAID----------- Medical A i d  

M e i l i n g ,  Ann Z l i z a b e t h  L u c a s  

H e i l i n g ,  Capt George R. L. 

M e i l i n g ,  Capt Margaret Ludy 

M i k h a i l o v i t c h ,  D r a z a  

M i l c h ,  F i e l d  M a r s h a l  E r h a r d  

Morgan, Gen D a n i e l  

M o r g e n t h a u ,  Henry ,  J r .  
MP----------------- m i l i t a r y  pol ice  

Murphy, Ambassador  Robert 

M u s s o l i n i ,  B e n i t o  
Myer ,  Gen A l b e r t  J. 

Myers ,  L t  Gen P a u l  W. 

N 

rq ATO - - - - - - - - -------NO r t h  A t  1 a n t  i c  T r e a t y  Org a n i  z a t  ion 
Newton,  C o l  G e o r g e  D.  
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Niemoller,  M a r t i n  

N ies s ,  Maj Gen O l i v e r  K .  

N i t z e ,  P a u l  A. 

N i x o n ,  P r e s i d e n t  R i c h a r d  M .  

noncom------------- noncommiss ioned  o f f i c e r s  
N o t s t a d ,  Gen L a u r i s  

NSDAP-------------- N a t i o n a l  S o c i a l i s t  German Worke r s  P a r t y  

0 

O e s t r e i c h e r ,  H a n s  L .  

O g l e ,  Maj Sen  Dan C.  

O h l y ,  J o h n  H . ,  S p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of D e f e n s e  

oqs---------------- ., O f f i c e  of S t r a t e g i c  Serv ices  

P 

p~c~~--------------Pacific A i r  F o r c e s  

P a t t e r s o n ,  L t  Gen R o b e r t  A. 

P a t t o n ,  Gen George S. 

P a u l l i n ,  D r .  James 
P e r s h i n g ,  Gen John J. 
P l e t c h e r ,  L t  Gen K e n n e t h  E.  

R 

R a d f o r d ,  Adm A r t h u r  W .  

Ramcy, L t  G e n  Roger M .  

R e i n a r t z .  B r i g  Gen Eugen G.  

Renf row,  B r i g  G e n  LOUlS H. 
R.eynolds,  Ma] G e n  C h a r l e s  R.  
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R i c h t o f e n ,  Wolfram von 
R i b h e n t r o p ,  Joach i m  von 
Ridgway,  Gen Matthew B. 

R i e f e n s t a h l ,  L e n i  
R o c k e f e l l e r ,  N e l s o n  A.  

RGhm, Capt  E r n s t  

Roosevel t ,  Mrs. E l e a n o r  

R o o s e v e l t ,  P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  D .  

R o o s e v e l t ,  B r ig  Gen T h e o d o r e ,  J r .  
ROTC ----- - - - - --- - - -Res  e r v e  0 f f i c  e rs ' T r a i n  i ng Corps 

Rupprech  t , King 

Rusk  , Benjamin  

R u s k ,  Br ig  Gen Howard A .  

S 

SA-----------------Sturmabteilung ( S  tormtroopers 
SAC---------------- S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Command 

S a r g e n t ,  Dr. James 

S c h a c h  t ,  Hjalmar 
S c h r o e d e r ,  Gen O s k a r  

S c h w i c h t e n b e r g ,  B r i g  Gen A l b e r t  H .  
s GO - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l ' s  Off ice 
SHAPE--------------Supreme H e a d q u a r t e r s  A l l i e d  Powers  Europe 

S i m p s o n ,  W a l l i s  W a r f i e l d  

S m i t h ,  Howard K .  

S m i t h ,  Lt Col Truman 
S n y d e r ,  Maj Gen Howard 14cC. 

S o m e r v e l l ,  Gen Brehon B.  
 services of S u p p l y  

S p a a t z .  G e n  C a r l  
spec---------------specialty 
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S p e c r ,  A l b e r t  

S p e r r l e ,  L t  G e n  Hugo 

ss----------------- S c h u t z s t a f f e l  (Guard  D e t a c h m e n t )  
S t a e m p f l i .  Capt G e o r g e  

S t s m p f l i ,  C O ~  William 
S t e p p ,  D r .  W i l l i a m  
S t i m s o n ,  Henry L . ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  War 

S t r e c k e r ,  D r .  Edward A. 

S t r e i c h e r ,  J u l i u s  

S t r u g h o l d ,  D r .  H u b e r t u s  
S u t h e r l a n d ,  L t  Gen R i c h a r d  K .  

Swanson,  R e a r  Adm C l i f f o r d  A .  

S w o f f o r d ,  L t  Gen R a l p h  F . ,  J r .  
S y m i n g t o n ,  W. S t u a r t ,  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  A i r  F o r c e  

T 
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