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THE SURGEON GENERAL OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON 

17 August 1972 

Lieutenant General Carroll M. Dunn, USA 
Director, Defense Nuclear Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20305 

Dear General Dunn, 

Recently I approved a request by physicians at the 
National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, to prepare a 
terminal leukemic patient for bone marrow transplantation 
by means of whole-body irradiation. 

The patient is in very serious condition in the 
Intensive Care Unit; her disease is rezactory to all 
chemotherapy: and it is the opinion of her physicians 
that only a bone marrow transplant, following whole-body 
irradiation, has a prospect of proloncing this patient's 
life, Since the patient is in no condition to be 
transferred to one of the few other Eedical centers in 
the world capable of providinq the necessary treatment, 
and since no suitable irradiation facility exists in 
Washington other than t h e  cobalt 60 unit at AFRRI, it 
seems reasonable to hope that that unit may De made 
available in this special instance on a humanitarian 
basis. 

For reasons I understad well, you are reluctant 
to permit irradiation of any hunan patients at AFRRI other 
than within a scientific protocol previously approved at 
the highest levels. I would. like tc indicate, however, 
that the irradiation beincj requested is therapeutic, not 
experimental, and that the patient's response to the 
irradiation is not an object of scientific study. This 
form of therapy, while not conventional, is regularly 
practiced (with a modicum cf 'success in these otherwise 
hopeless cases) at several najor rredical centers in this 
country. 



LTGEN C .  H. Dunr., USA -2- 

For t h i s  o n e  i n s t a n c e  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  you make t h e  
cobal t  60 i r r a d i a t i o n  f i n i t  a t  AFEKX a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  
r a d i o t h e r a p i s t s  of t h e  Naval ! 'Grpi t ( i l .  K a t i o n a l  Naval 
Medica l  C e n t e r ,  f o r  t h e  t r e a t r e n t .  of t h i s  one p a t i e n t .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  

G. M .  DAT?I S 
Vice A d m i r a l ,  EIC, USN 


