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March 11, 1986

ACH1.000015.004ca

U. S. Atemic =Znerzy Cormission
Ricnlanrd Operations Office
Richland, Washington

Attention: A. M. Waggoner, Assiastant Manager
for Administratioa

Subject: FPROPOSIED PROMETHIUM AND PIUTONIUM STUDIES

GCentlemen:

As part of the Whole Body Counting - Metabolic Studies of Radioisotopes

in Huzmans studlies, Battelle Northwest parsonnel propose %o perform in-
zestion, injection, and innalation studies involvinz Prcmethium %4 and .
Piutonium 237, This program will involve the use of paid volunteers,

- and possibly employees, who will receive controlled doses of Pz +%* and

Pu 23T, Zstimated doses will be in the range of 0.1 to 0.15 roentgens.
Dr. Dave Bruner of the AEC Divisicn of Bioclogy and Medicine concurs in
our belief that such studies may prove extremely useful.

Sirce these experiments will provide valuable data for use in possible -
t{reatment of radiation and contamination victims as well as basic rs-
search information, the Hanford Occupaticnal Health Foundation is quite

aaxicus to participate in the program.

Participation in such a program, however, raises several legal gquestions,
Article XVI - Litigation and Claims, of Contract AT(45-1)-1837 provides
for reimbursement to the Foundation of costs incurred in the settlement
or defense of & claim 1if not otherwise covered by insuraance. The Founda-
tion liability insurance doces not provide protection against a claim which
migat arise as a result of participation in the subject program.

Since this program 1s a part of an é.pproved. Commission program, would tie

Toundation be protected under the provisions of Arsicle XV, insofar as

reimbursement of costs 1s concerned? US DOE ARCHIVES f
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Thwe Teundetilon would Be involved {in the exaninaticn of the volunteers,
adninistration of the radioisotopes, interpretation of resul:s, a.nd yay-
zant ¢ the volunteers. It is felt that a documens sxecuted by <h
volunteers, possibly an authorization or consent form, would be desir-
abl.e ard appropriate. Guidance as to content and format of such a
documant from the Commission legal offices is requested.

thixd problem involves licensing. It i3 our understarnding that AEC
approved programs involving the use of radicisotopes which are conducted
in Comnmission owned facilities do not require a license. It is posaible
that some of the work will be performed in Kadleec Hospital. If so, would
thie require a license? Would a license be required for work in our
Richlarnd headquazters in the Kadleec Medical Dental Building?

Your reply to the above questions and request at the earliest convenient
tine will be appreciated. ITf you have any questions or desire additicnal
inforuation, pleage feel free to contact me.

Very tmuly yours,

‘L) .}‘-‘- q/lhs—fy-.—,(‘ l\«\_% ‘
W. D. Norwood, M.D.
Medical Director
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