CHRONQLOGICAL REVIEW (F IMPORTAMI EVENTS IN THE HISTORY (F NEPA'S EFFORT
TO SECURE SUPPORT FOR ITS RECOMMENDATION ON HUMAN EXPERIMERTATION

Juns 23, 1948, Chicago: Creation of NEPA Medical Advisory Comxittes,

Dececber 10, 1948, San Francisco: Formulation of plans by the HEPA Medi-
cul Adviuory Committooe to Survoy Literaturs on Biological Effocto
of Ionizing Rediation,

april 3, 19/9, Weshington: 7The NEPA Medical Advisory Commitiee approved
data compiled and tabulated by its Subcommittes om Literature deal-
ing with effects of radiations and estimates of radiation damage -
to humns, and approved a report of its Subcommittee on Huwan Ex-
perimentation that the Armed Services arrange for and comduct un-
classified experiments making possible accurate predjoction of
Liolgiicul dumsge in man from known levols of radiation exposure.

May 14, 1949, Chicago: The Executive Puncl of the NEPA Medical Advisory
Commitiuc recommendod for approval by the full Committee Ten Fields
of Research, including Husan Experisentation, which are significant
to HEPA amd the Military Establishment gxxi which more clearly define
the effccts of various exposures and conditions,

June 3, 1949, washington: At its first meeting on June 3, 1949, the
Joint Pancl on Medical Aspects of Atomlc Warfare (RbB) erdorsed
in principle the conduct of human experimsntation for the purpose
of duleruinlug lovels of humun tolurunce to ianizing rudimtion in
the establishment of militarily acceptable dosages.

June 199: NEPA published end widely dist:.‘ibut.ed its hnl:lboc; on redi-

ation biology, "Tabulution of available Dats Relative to Radiantion
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Biclogy", in which is included rough estimatos of radiation damage

resulting to man from known levols of radiation exposure.

July 19.9: Representatives of the NEPA Project contacted key personnsl
of the Air Force, AEC, Research and Development Baoexd, and QOffice
of kedical Services of the Office of Secretary of Defense, ami ap-
prised them of NEPA's recommendations. -

October 4, 1949, Chicago: The NEPA Medical Advisory Comxittee approved
detailed plans for the conduct of its recosmended research, and, in
assigning priorities, established Human Experimentation as the
Husmbor I recommordation, At tids muoting tlhio Committoo ulso reuf-
firmed its position that the Armed Sérvices should arrange for and
comduct unclassified experiments on human tolerance to varying
levels of radiation exposure.

October 7, 1949, Washington: fhe working group of the Panol on Medi-
cal Aspects of Atomic Warfare concurred in the recommendations of
the IEPA Committes, emiorsed the recommsmdations (BAW 9/1) amd a
protocol for research (BAW 10/1), and resclved thet the matter of
human experimentation, in crder to find precisely the effects of
dosage up to 150 r, is so important that it should be given high
priority., | )

November 8, 1949, Washington: The Committes on Medical Sciences (KDB)
endorsed the action of its Panel approving the recommerdations of
the NEPA Modical Advisory Committee ujrt.h regard to human experi-
memtation, both in principle and according to the suggested pro-

Locol tor lsn studlos (BAY 10/1),




Fobrunry 1, 1950, ¥Washington: Follosing 1t; sction of Novenbér 8th,

the Comsitiee on Medical Sclences learnwd that the AEC Modical
Group did not faver human experimentatioz. In view of this de~
volopment sows Commd Lloo mombers roguostud re-stuly of the prob-
lem in tke liéht of the implications of tzs palicy of the AEC
Medical Group. At its following meeting, February 1, 1950, the
Committee on Medical Sciences revoked its previous endorsement
of the action of its Panel approving the KEPA's recommerndation
and voted to rofeor tho matter buck to the Panel for further

congiderstion.

Februsry 16, 1950, Washington: The Panel on itomic Warfare recon-

siderod its former sotion of exmlorsement of the NEPA recomsen-
dation ix the light of specific reservations and cbjsctions held
by the Cosmittes on Medical Sciences and AEC. After analysis of

the cbjections ns! human expe nta ; gcusxion -

of the mrgency of gl_iggu requiremants for information cbtaina-
blo only by oboervations upon buman volumesrs, the Pansl reaf-
firmed its position concerning the emdorsement of the recomman-
dition of tho NEPA Comaliloo (BAW 9/1, 10/1) und formilatod a
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statement of Panel opinion on the subject later transmitted to
tho Comxittoe (BAW 10/2). '

May 23, 1950, Wushington: The Committee on Medical Sciences of BDB,

upon review of the Panel's reaffirmation of its original action
and statement of opinion (BAW 10/2), passed a motion endorsing

tho vies thut "“it is eoventiol to obtain all nocessary scienmtifio
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infcrmation concerning radiation dosss and the effect on man by

ull mouna of biologicsl experimentation, as promptly as poséihls,
inclding if pecessary human experiments under established prin-
ciyies of such experiments.m
1935, Viashington: The Secretary of the NEPA Research Guidance Com-
risiee received a letter dated July 12, 1950, from Dr. Meiling,
irector, Office of Medical Services, Office of Secretary of De-
foiso, Lo Lhu ultuct Lhut tho NEPA propousul is a proulom of tho
Biczlogical Division of AEC, and that upon approval by the latter
ihz military services will cooperate in the ¥“development of the

riiitary aspects of this important problel.i

August 1950, Washington: 4ccording to Dr. Joseph Pisani, Exscutive

irector, CO-_;itt.ee on Medical Sciences, Dr. Meiling, acting on
aivico of the Surgoons General, directed an imuiry to AEC so-
liciting their opinion on this matter, (The complete aul;:amzy of
tho action of the Comit-tu on Medical Sciences of RDB is enclosed
in the body of this report.)‘ A reply to this commmication re-
celved by Dr. Moiling stutod thut it was the opinion of tin Advi-
sory Committee of Biology and Iedicine, AEC, that human axperimn—

tztion at that time was not 1ndicated —

Septerder 12, 1950, San Francisco: The NEPA nesearch Guidance Com-

=ittee, successor to the NEPA Medical Advisory Committee, pro-
posl Lt variouns promlnunt individunla bo sclicitod to aoaist
in persunding influential agencies to work for approval of buman
oxporimcntution, tho results of which are nsodod not only by NEPA




but by the Armed Services as a whole and Civilian Defense,

-
4,

October 31, November 1, 1950, Washington: The Joint Panel on Medical

Aspects of Atcmic Warfare approved a motion expressing its desire

Lo conllme offorty to pocuro approvul for human experimontation -
-
and eppointed & working group to devise ways and mesns of present- -~
ing the views of the Fanel to proper authorities in crder to secure ’
£

approval for initiation of the program.

-

November 28-29, 1950, Wasbington: The Committee on Medical Sciemnces,
noting the appointment of a working group of the Jaint }fanel on
Mudicul Aupocts of Atamic Wurfare to 1nvuj£gnto the quagtion of
humen expcximntation,_brought’éim/fact that this sub. is
boing satuttct:c'nqg prosecuted.

Decenber 12',/1950, Chicago: At the mesting of the NEPA Research Guid-’

. ance Committee on this date, it was recognized that unless AEC or

Aome other highly influential agency recommends buman experizenta- )
tion, the MEPA proposal would never be carried out by the Armed
cos, Finding it difficull to understand the failure of the
Surgeo 1 and Dr, Meiling to accept the recom

ons b
of tho Coumlttoo on cal ScTencou, which had proviously approved
the NEPA proposul, the NEPA Research Guidance Committes concluded
that it had proceoded as far as possible in obtaining support far
its recommerxdation. The Committee further agreed that continued

effort on the part of NEPA to obtain approval for imitiation of

the proposed program would be harmful 1o the total effart and to

NEPA itsolf, since thes latter is being identified with what appears
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to bo a lost causs. The Committes thersupon approved a report by

Drs. Stone amd Cantril expressing MEPA's position, inmdicating that
MNEPA's earnsst effort to obtain meseded information far the Alr
Force had failed and thet NEPA can offer the Air Porce no battar
data for estimeting radiation hazards associated with muclear pow-
ered aircraft than those submitted almoat two years ago, at which
tlue tho ostixetes wors unsutlufactory., As a termimal effort of
the Comittee on this matter, it requested its secretary to pre-
pare and appropriately file a complste recard of NEPA's lttﬁ@t.

to secure action on the recoamsndatian.

w. A. Salls, Secretary
MEPA Research Guidance Comdttes
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