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. ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

.

OPERATION CASTLE -'USE OF BIKINI

5'*-":_i ““

At Meeting'748 on September 12 1952, after discussion:

‘he use of Bikini in Operation CASTLEJ'the Commission:

e oanikinimfor Operation

'a Approved the us
ible expendi

: CASTLE ‘on the basls’ of minimum poss:
“ gure in’ FY. 1953, i el T

N

d Noted that the appropriat vauthorities in the
Department of Interlor and the:MLC. .would be noti-
fied ‘of this: action by appropriate 1etter.v

\

2' Attached for the - information of the Commission are

nt: of Interior in compliance

'.letters dispatched to the Departme

o!the’MLC was ‘circulated

’

3 The letter of notification t

“ROY B. SNAPP

BEST COPY AVAILABLE “gecretary o o, e
g AYTACHMRN Ly
e . S ; ) CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED | .. = ' ‘wx
. DISTRIBUTION coPY NO. | ARy OF DpRIOS PRI
e = = 0O i a\I%s S
Secretary . B SRR
‘Commissioners = 2 -6 : o DR alfey -
:general Manager | T ATR :
“A¥sti-Geny Mgr. Mfg.. g8 &3 ?M "Cooeetian Gl'ohcﬁ

.G€éneral Counsel " .
Military. Application _
Secretari t .

; Q\f& %\\\%BV S\\u&
' W\Q-\-P& ’1 -

o
Ve oui we ScoveNg




s

UNITVD STATES
ATOMIn ENERGY COMMISSION .
WASHINGTON, D. C.

,ames P.‘Davis,'
C of;Territories

'*"lanned to?sendﬁa madls
, 952, (7 ‘

uture developments~r
a rsupp ementary site.

“thati-Wwe must indeed establis
Switherefore~formally ‘confirming
gy*Commission-will ‘have a’ requirem
Antaddition-:to- Eniwetok. Atcll, for‘an’ indefinite period as an_
operational testing site for atomic weaponsr;"‘“”

lan ights? in-these atolls.
are’u derway between the’, Departments o}
agency: willl-adJus
everdgency 1t ls agree
agdlnst lands; used. by the Atom
Energy Commission, of “course,

epartment will administer ithe’
tnese atolls and” exercise surve

trsuch-rights, we
d will: do thisuwork. to? -adjust’ claims
ic Energy'Commission.'
‘understands -that the Interlor

trust. territory government in
illa'ce over the former native

y

result,of correspondence and conferences w
Navy Department we understand there“is-a possibility.
former,native inhabitants of Bikinl and. Eniwetok may- have some”
Understanding ‘that discussions -
. Navy- and: Interior as ‘to”
111 look to .which-

<4

sincerelyfyoursl"

/S/

Henry D Smyth

January 6,

3 952 we indicated that L
tion of Bikini for possi- ,
Party-there about .
dpographic control points
activation of that atoll

ésuch a site at Bikini
the fact ‘that the Atomick
ént to use Bikini Atoll,

The Atomic ..




P . UNITED ‘STATES | :
L ATOMIC ENERGY .COMMISSION -
WASHIVGTON D. C. o

September. 12, 1952

: ’t The Commission has considered the%question of the disposi-
Stion of. Bikini Atoll which -you# Mr. Thomas, and Mr, Sady . ralsed:
e at.a meeting Infmy office.on- April 17, 1952, We: have also ¢on--
"sidered the results.of aerial’ and“map surveys of the several
alternate locations suggested “an- your letter of June 2, 1952

e T t ; wrecall Cwas, to determine Qy
Wwhether 'or-not Bikini was»inhabitable from:a radiological safety'
@point of% iew°<but a closely*allied problem was that of-retain-,
rngi’as ani alternate ‘gite" capability, a¥location which satis™=:
fies;several Operational requirements;; These requirements are o

that the site.’«

; . vl ‘ i

(1) Have sufficient land area to accommodate the
scientific tests, a small operating base, a camp for
workers, and a C-47 air strip . '

9

(2) Have a navigable harbor sufficiently deep to
‘accommodate ocean golng ships. )

(3) Be “within reasonable supporting distance of
the hcme base at Eniwetok. . ,

B 4) Be far enough removed from inhabited areas 8o
“  that inhabitants are not endangered by the scientific_
‘ tests. e T

. o our examination of all. the land areas involved reveals, S e
'that while Bikinl is in all probabllity quite inhabitable. from .
the radiOIOgical point of view, 1t 1s the one of all the land. -
areas involved.which most nearly satisfles our requirements for

.o a possible supplementary slte. We feel 1t 1s necessary, there-:

, fore, to'malintailn our present position relative to Bikini, This
‘means, of course, that the natives now llving on Kill cannot be .
‘moved there., If the requirement .still, exlsts to move these S
“natives, the Atomic Energy Commission will ve glad to assist BRI
,you toward that-end, if you desire,’ "by téstifying where neces-=: o . "
sary to the effect that;our- operational requirements for Bikini

prevent moving them there.‘ i »bj RN

. To establish basic topOgraphical survey control points,
*in’ case future developments require. activation of Bikinl as a
supplementary slte, we plan to send a small party there about

" October 1, 1952,




ming . you. of our tentatiVe conclusiohs and
proposed‘action at this timemin acc'rdance with our letter of .
1 ‘ the Jimplxcations thereor

PRSI

Gordon Dean
Chairman
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ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
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DECISION ON AEC 125/3

-~
-« *

Note,by the Secret®ry

wid N, OF E AT ENIWETOK PROVING GROUND

At Meeting 260 on April 20, 1949, the Commission approved e
the recommendation of AEC 125/3.
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