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DEPARTMENTOF THE NAVY
OFFICEOF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON25, D. C.

R
April 6, 1955

My dear Mr. Strause:

In my letterdated August 17, 195% I advisedYou that the
Chief of Naval Operationshad been requestedto cofitiauenegotiations
with representativesof the Departmmt of the In’wrlor to acquire
undera use and occupancyagreementcertainlandein the Trust
Territoryof the PacificIslandsfor retentionby Shemilitary.
I furtheradvi8edyou thatprior to executionOi’ the use and
occupancyagreement,which will inciuciethe Bik:LRiand Eniwetok
Atolls,I would forna?dthe finaldraft t3 you fGr approval.

Representativesfrom the Departmentof State,Departmentof
the Interior,Departmentof the Navy, Atom?.cEnergyCommission,and
JointTask Force 7 met and have reviewedthe atte.c’aedCraft of the
land agreement, This <raft reflect~:he tll~nkingo? the Departments
and agenciesconcerned,

Upon receiptof :Tourapp?oval,+he land zgueeme]ttwill be
referredto the Secretaryof the Inte!?iorCor signature,

Sii10er91:7yOU:S,

/’s/

c, s, Thomas

HonorableLewis L. Strauss
Chai~a6~ AtomicEnergyCommission
Washington25, D, C.

Eno11
(1) Draft of Land Agreement

of the Pacific Ialends
Trust?erritory

BESTCOPYAVAIMBLE

*SecretariatNote: Copy on file in the Divisionof Military
Application,
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Land AareementTrustTerritoryof the PacificIslands

This agreement

1955,by and betweenthe

of the Navy,

WITNESSSTH!

enteredinto this day of

Secretaryof the Interiorand the Secretary

WHEREAS,ARTI”bLE1, SectionC, paragraph4 (o) of the Agreement

Betweenthe Departmentof the Navy and the Departmentof

the Interiorwith Respectto the Transferof Responsibility

of the Administrationof the Governmentof the Trust

Territoryof the PaclfioIslandsprovlde8for the retention

by the ArmedForcesof certainland facilitiesin the Trust

Territoryfor militaryuse and control;and

WHEREASparagraph4(@) providesfOr negOtlat10n9concerningthe

utilizationof such land and

therefor;

Now therefore,the partieahereto,

follows:

facilitiesand for compensation

havingnegotiated,agreeaa

1, (a) As used in this Agreement,the terMS “using”Department

or agencyor “cognizant”Departmentor agenoyshallmean the

Departmentof the Army, the Departmentof the Navy, the Department

of the Air Force, the CoastGuard,or the AtomicEnergyCommission,

as the case may be, both of which latteragencieahave authorized

the Departmentof the Navy to act on theirbehalf.

(b) The term “landparcel” shallmean an assembledtractof

land.

(c) The term “TrustTerritory”shallmean thatportionof the

Trust Territoryof the PacificIslandsunder the administrative

responsibilityof the Departmentof the Interioror the Department

of the Navy+
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2. Lands designatedunderChapterI, SectionC, paragraph4(c) of

the InterdepartmentalTransferAgreementshallbe made available

under a use and oocupancyagreement, hereinafterreferredto as the

agreement,for suchperiodof time as the FederalGovernmentmay

have a continuingrequirementin such lands for tinepurposes

contemplatedby the l’ruatee8hipAgreement. For the purposesof thie

paragraph,ChapterI, SectionC, subparagraph4(o) is hereby

emendedeo as to embracethereinsuch Ch~&eB in the pre8entland

requirementsof the FederalGovernmentas are reflectedin corres-

pondencebetweenthe Departmentcf the Navy and the High Commissioner

of the TrustTerritory,and the Departmentof the Interior,from

22 May 1951 up to antiIncludingthe date of this agreement.

3. For each land parceldescribedi~ paragraph2 hereofthere

shallbe an individualagreementwhich shallbe negotiatedby the

Commanderin Chief PacificFl?et and by the High Com”~issionerof

the TrustTerritoryof the PacificIsiands,but which shallnot

effectiveuntil approvedby the Secretaryof the Navy and the

Secretaryof the Interioror theirdesignatedrepresentatives.

In the case of landwhich is not.ownedby the Governmentof the

be

Trust Territory, such Govern~entshallact for and representthe

ownerthereofin the conductof negotiations.Each agreementshall

providefor review,at intervalsnot exceedingfiveyears,by the

u81ng agencyof the Governmentor by the Departmentof the Navy

as the repreeentativethereof,as the casemay be, on the one hand,

and by the Departmentof the Interioron the other,of the Federal

Government’sneed for the landparcelconcernedand for rightof

appealto the Presidentif there shouldbe disagreementregarding

such need.

4, Where,by reasonof a determinationby the usingDepartmentor

agency,or where,by reasonof a decisionby the President,in tbe
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event of non-agreementbetweensuch Departmentor agencyand the

Departmentof the Interior,It Is found that no Federalneed for a

particularland parcelexists,the agreementpertinentthereto

shallbe terminated,and cpon such termlr,ation,the land and all

intereststhereinshallrevertto the C?overnmentof the Trust

Territory.

5. A lump sum paymentshallbe made as may be requiredby the

ueing agenoyto the High Commissionerof the TrustTerritory

(Marehallsand Carolines)or CommanderIn ChiefU. S, Pacific

Fleet (SaipanDistrictless Rota) for each land parcelcoveredby

agreement, This I!umpsum shallbe in lieu of any and all olatms

arlslngout of the use or occupancyof suchparcel, The Initial

date of such use or occupancyshallbe deemedto have commenced

on the date the islandon which the particularparoel i8 situated

was declared“secure,” unless such use or occupancyin fact

occurredsubsequentthereto,in wh~ch latte?case the initialdate

shallbe determinedby occupancy, The lump sum ?a~mentshall

oonsisteither (a) of the negotlaieclfair use valueof the land

from the date of occupationthroaghthe periodof the agreementor

(b) of such eum establishedby the courtsof the TrustTerritory

as a resultof such Judicial proceedingsae may be appropriate.

6, All agreementspertainingto the land describedin paragra?h2

hereof shallbe betweenthe adminiaterlngDepartmentsof the Trust

Territoryof the PacificIslandsas definedin ExecutiveOrder

10k08,emendedby ExecutiveOrder 10470,actingeitheron its

own behalfor Por the owner of euch land,on the one hand, and the

usingagencyor the Departmentof the Navy as the repreaentative

thereof,as the casemay be, on the other.

7. It ie understoodand agreedthat the landsdescribedin

paragraph2 hereof,shall,when not activelyused by cognizant

-4- Encloeure(1)



UNCLASSIFIED

Federalagenci.ea,be made availableto the Governmentof the Trust

Territoryon a revocablepe.nnitbasis for the use and benefitof

the peopleof the TrustTerritory, Such permit shallbe on a

nonrelmburaablebasis when it daes not resultin any expenseto

the cognizantagency. Unle8s spzclfioallyprovided,If such lands

encompasaex~athg facllltlesand Isiprovemcnts,all suchpermits

shallprovide(a) that the permitteeshalladequatelymaintainor

8afeguardsuch facilitiesor improvementsagainstdestruction,

impairment,and loss,otherthan that causedby reasonablewear

and tear or damageby elements;(b) that no such facilitiesor

lmp~ovementsshallbe removedor physicallyalteredwithoutprior

approvalof the cognizantagency;(c) that the Issuanoeof such

permitshallentailr?oobligationon the cognizantagenoy to

maintainexistingfacilitiesin an operablecondition;(d) that

the cognizantagsncyshallnot b~ responsiblefo? any damageor

injuryarlslngout of any usc made by the owner,by the Government

of the TrustTerritory,or by the peopleof the TrcstTerritoryof

such lands,facilitiesor Improv?nents;(e) that no permanent

nativedwellingsor native settlementsshallbe establishedon

euch landewithoutprior approvalof the cognizantagencyand of

the Commanderin Chiefof the PacificFleet or his designated

reprenentatlve;(f) that suchpermit shallbe revocableupon

writtennoticeby the cognizantagenoyto the owneror to the

Governmentof the TrustTerritory,if the cognizantagencyshall

determinethat the permitteduse of the land, improvements,or

facllltlesIs not compatiblewith the presentor immediatefuture

uae thereofby such agencyor that such use constitutesa hazard

to publlc eafetyand security,

8. If the use of land and facilities coveredby this agreement1s

essentialto the continuedconductof the TruetTerritoryGovern-

ment, the agreementor agreementsshallprovidefor euch use, and

-,
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If agreementthereoncannotbe reachedby and betweenthe High

Commissionerof the TrustTerritoryand the Commanderin Chiefof

the PacificFleet,the questionshallbe referredfor settlementin

the mannerdescribedin paragraph3 hereof.

IN WITNESSWHEIEZOF,the Partiesheretohave causedthis

agreementto be signedand sealed as of the day, month,and year

cited above.

Secretary of the Navy

Secretaryof the Interior
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