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Dear He. Snits:

The Atomic Energy Commission hms comsidered the problems of returning
the Rongelup pecple to their home atoll in the Trust Territory, and
has carefully weighed the data from radiclogical surveys wede during
the pest two and one-belf years, ineluding that of tha latest survey
made in July 1956.

Ihese data indicate & presence of & residusl contaminstion on the
Island of Rongelap, tut at & lewvel that 1s ecceptable from & health
point of view, btoth for the putential exterral gunma vadiotion ex-
posure and the stromtlum-90 contemt in the food supply, with the
possible exception of lapd erabs.

The Commlcsion's position is that the Rongelapess could ve returned

Lo thelr home islupd es soon as rebabilitation procedures on the Island
of Bongelep are completed, with the advice that land crabs not be
eaten at this time.

In accordance with previcus views of the Depaxtawnt of £katd. the
Atomic Energy Comalssion is proceefing with implemsntation of the
program Tor the reconstruction and rebabllitation of the homes and
facilities on Rongelap. It is expected that theae preparaticns wiil
require approximately five months. Since the ANC hus made n determine~
tion thet it will be sufe from a health standpoint to return the
Rongelspase 1o their home foladd upon ccapletion of these preparstions,
your conouxvence in this plan to rotwm these people to their home
ixlopd is reguested.

Sipcerely youras,
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