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¥r. Anthony T. Leusi, Plrectop
Office of Territories
Department of the Interlor
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The Atomic Snergy Commission has considered the problam of returning
the Ropmelsp people to thelr home atoll in the Trust Territory, and
has carsfully weighed the dats from radiclogical surveys made during
the past two and one-hnlf yesrs, imeludirg that of the latest survey
made in July 1936.

These dots indicate o presence of & residual contamimation on the
Island of liongeixp, but st a level thet is scceptadle from & heslth
poiat of view, both fov the potentiml external.gamoe radiution ex-
posure ond the strontivn-00 comtent in the rood supply, with the
possible excoption of land crava.

The Comadssion's position is that the Romgelapese could te retwrsed to
their hore island as soon s rehmbilitation procedures on the Island
of Ropgelap sre compleoted, with the adviee that lernd crabs not be eaten
at this {iwe.

In wccordance wlﬁz previcus views of the Depaxrtment of the Imterior
thq Atomic Epergy Commissicn 13 yroceeding with igplementation of the
program for the reconstruction amd redumbilitation of the bhoaes and
facilities on Ronmgelep. It is cxpected that these preparations will
require approxieately five wontha. Since the AEC has made n determina~
tion that it will be safe {rom & hesith standpoint to return the
Rongelspess to their home juland upon cowpletion of these preparstions,
your copgurrerce in thie pilan to retwn theso peopis to their home
1siand is reovested.
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