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May 29, 1954

.,
/

Mr~ LewisL. Strauss,Chairmsn
~; S. AtomicEnergyCommission
Washington25, D. C,

BEST ECX)PYAVAlLA51mE
Dear Mr; Strauss:

Hefiewithis the statementof the Coq@tteets bpiriionic&khrespeotto
the ~apons test program. This statementis ar,integr~ ak$ of the

;reportof the Chairrr@of the GenekalAdviboryCommitt&e,o the
Clx!dmanof the Ahmic &eigy Ccmm&9ion oh the /J3khMeetfigofthe
“AC;

,,
The Comnd.tteewishesto:ke~te~ateits opinionthatour testprogran
~s,o~eof the host impoFtaritelementsin our wholeweaponsprogram.
Withoutit, we couldnot proveout the advanceswhichare beingmade
~ the weaponslaboratoriesto increasethe magnitude,the efficiency,
and the varietyof weaponsin our stockpile.We thereforebelieve
that if sny internationalarrangementweremade to curtailor abolish
thesetests,it shouldonlybe made under sucharrangementsthatwe
obtainan equivalentvalue,or greater,for the securityof the
UnitedStates,

With respectto your questionas to whethera violationof an agree-
ment couldbe determined,our best opinionis that if the weapon
testedwere in the megatonrange that we wouldalmostcertainly”
detectthe effectseven thoughit were a deepunderwaterexplosion.
On the otherhand,we are not certainat the presenttimewhether
this effectwouldbe distinguishablefromthe impactof a meteor.
In any event,it was our feelingthat it wouldbe much betterto be
certainthat no test is made throughsome systemof inspectionrather
than to try to provethat sucha test had beenmade, sticesucha
procedurewouldresultonly in long and inconclusivediscussions,

Sinoerelyyours,CLASSIFICAnON CANCELLED
BYAUTHORITYOF DOE/OC
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