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PROPOSED
STATEMENTBY THE SECRETARYOF DEFENSEAND CHAIRIMM3AEC

As a part of OperationHARDTACKcertainmissileswith nuclear

warheadswill be firedfrom JohnstonIslandsan isolatedland mass

in the CentralPacificOceenm Them firingsare necessary for tie

developmentof s..itableweaponsfor the defenseof the

and the freeworld.

The missilesto be firedwill be of limited (less

rangeand mustbe launchedfrom a @d mass. To avoid

of dangerto inhabited areas, it has been decidedthat

shouldbe conductedfrom JohnstonIslands This island

UnitedStates

than 200 miles)

all.possibility

thesefirings

is located

-some65c)statute miles southwestof the nearestinhabitedisland of

the Hawaiianchain,and some900 statutemilesfrom the nearestother

inhabitedisland. JohnstonIslandis in an areain which sea and air

traveland fishingare very light,and is thereforebest suitedfor

s*edti= *0=
thesefirings. Thesef ringshave-

L<6,
the currentseries,3mt theyare firingspl-ed from JohnstonIsland

“~ @.4?fi<
for thesereasons.

. At an appropriatetime a tesyorarydanger area will be established

for as limiteda periodas is possible.
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