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Dear Senator Burdick:
" — I on P S T 3 T e m——
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Thank you for your letier of March 1 callinz to our attention corre-
spondence which Senator Case has had with Mr. and Mrs. Todd E.

Jenkins, Peace Corps Volunteers on Xili in the Marshall Islands.

Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins are concerned with the situation of the former

Sikini pe ople who now reside oa Kili and desire to effect thelr
immedizic return to their home atoll. As you are no doudt aware,
Mr. Jenkins has now written to the Uaited Hations asking for an in-
vesvigation by the ;“ustceguln Council of the possible return of the
islanders to Bikini. A news report of this action appeared in the
Washizqgion Post of Thursday, Marca 7.

Included in the correspondence walch Senato Case prOV1ded you is a
copy of a letter frox this Department's Off i e of Territories dated
Decerbexr 15, 1G57. There is little wai an add at this time to
that letter, which was intended to indicate the exirene concern
waich the High Cormissioner and we have for the Bikini people, as
well as to swmarize briefly their history to the present time, We
als0 wished to indicate that the Hign Commissioner and we are seck-

ing an orderly solution to the prodlem,

H ”z

Let me expand somewhat on the latier point. Recognizing the desire
of the formcr Bikini people to return to their home atoll, we have
been attempiing to proceed on & step-by-step basis. First, it is
clearly necessary to determine whether or not it is now safe, from
a health standpoint, for the people to reiurn to Bikini., As noved
in our letier, over a year ago this Department asked the Atomic
Energy Cemmission to analyze the levels of radiation in the islands
that comprise the atoll 1o determine whether a people who have been
relatively wexposed to radioactivity moy now live a normal and use-
ful life there. The field wosk for thais study was conducted by the
Atomic Enerpy Conmission lest April and the months since then have
been used for 2 careful and painstaking analysis of the data
collected., During Hish Comrxissioner Horwood's recent visit to
Washinzton he and revresentatives of thae 0ffice of Territories met
only last week with the Atonic Energy Cormission for a status
report. The anelyses are not yet coupleted and it is, thereflove,
premature for us to say whether or nov, from the health standpoint,
{ 1s now cafe for thesc poople to rcvurn to Bikini. We have not yev
teen eble o clarify the Septesber 1536 siatcment attributed to

>». Hoxwood oy Mr, Jenkins ©to the effeet that Bikiai could be re-
tled in 1955, bus, if Mr. Korwocd nmade such a statement, he based
on information which has since been proven to be unreliable.
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As a third stop, again ascunming that the island Is safe from the
bchlt‘ stancpoint and Tilat the Dofence requircments are such that
the nonle can roetwrn, It will Te nceoscary to mount a mascive
Janéelearing progran, village reccasiruction program, and crop-
planting prozram. In aclition, the Zigh Comaissioner and we wouldd
certainly intend to do sl possidie wo drovide econcnle opportunities
for the roturned peonle wiich would 1ift them beyond the mere sub-
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sistence ceonomy which they had orior to their rexmovel from the
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Tae rmajor islands of the 3ilkini Atoll are very heavily overgrown
with an almost impenctradle growin of vegciation waich has l* tle
or no econcnic value. This growsh must be removed before any ovub
the most nmezazer subsiztence would be possitle on the island., It
is our understanding that there remein very feow coconut trees,
without wiich 1ife on 2 coral atoll is virtually impossible. There
re Tew if any cther plants growing on the island waich would
sustain 1life for the returncd pecnle. Accordingly, once the non-
eccnonic overgroweh has been rcuoved a mejor replanting program will
be reguired. Wnile some crops in <he Pacific mature rapidly, it
takes seven years for a ﬁcw‘y- olenved cceonut tree %o bear fruit.
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Oobvicusly, the solution to the problem of the people of Bikini is
not ome which can be effected immediately, even if we assume that
affirmative answers to our first itwo quesiions were available today.

I hope the foregoing info.maiion will be of help to you and to

S;nato“ Case, Ve in the Derartrent of the Interior regret most

seriously that Mr. Jenkine hag chosen to try to help the people of

Xili thrcugh an epopecl to the Trusteeschin Council and thereby to the
. ;

Press. Unforiunately, <the soluticn
scientific ancwers to scientiiic cuest
terms of nroviding mossive clearing, »
The latter can only be acccuplished
o the scveral invelved exceusive o
001~reus, and ihe peon’c of the ler:

sense of urzency waich the High Comm

be accomplisied fo‘cnw1un.

echi
©o the problem requires

:S 5, plus a major eifort in
:st*uction, and replanting.
elicve, with the cooperation
5 of tne United States, the
e ~y AT best, despite thne
issioner and we have, il caznnot

n o m e
m o’

)




v

We regret that Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins have apparently encouraged and
promoted hopes in the Bikini people that may be impossible to
realize or that, at best, will take some months to achieve. For
our part, we shall continue to press for an orderly solution at
the earliest possible date. '

Sincerely yours,

(sgd.) HARRY R. ANDERSON

Assistant Secretary of the Interior

Hon. Quentin N. Burdick
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20510
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