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q.,,~~:-~ have been re”cenc new$paper stories concernin~ a
;etizioa to che United Nations Trusteeship Council fron
c ?22c{2 corps wouker urging prompt return to 13iiciniof
tile 2~Lai>d~~~ who ti-e~e Eoved in the 1940s. We have had
.Jreral inquiries froa news media, including one from---.,

::~:,,-;r;aek na~azine, on the status of the Bikini islanders.

,c _-ALLJ~ c:lcc]cin~with the Division of Biology and Medicine>
she ..2ZLce of Territories of the Interior Department and
the State Dep3rEfilent, wc developed the attached general
:es:;:nse to chase inquiries. Ve have confined our
~e~~;~n~e to the status of the radiation survey which was
can~xcccd last year, and are referring all other ques-
cioi-.sto the Department of the Interior.

,IISG ~LZ3c>ed is a COPY of a letter fzom the Assistznt

cc: AG~~ scc:2c?.zy 0? the ‘nterior to Senator Burdick which gives
AG~~RD ~or-~iGeza~ ie detail ori the present situation. The Divi-

D;;,;.! ~~~1~ of Eiolozy and Medicine inforns us that it is
SEC ;>repsring a report to the Commission on the status of

>.
OCR

\

she anzlysis of Bikini data.

,.--..
t

John A. Harris, Director
Division of Public Information
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RESPONSE TO INQUIRY ON BIKINI ISLANDERS

.-..
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Q. Can the natives be returned to Bikini now?

A. No decision on that question has been made yet.

An interagency team of scientists visited the

I
atoll last year and collected considerable raw

data on the current conditions there. That

material is being analyzed now. The ultimate

decision is not AEC’S alone, however. The

Department of the Interior’ s Territories Office,

the State Department and the Defense Department

are also involved. There is, however, sympathetic

interest within the government with the natives’

desire to return.

.
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~~~regret that ‘Mr.and Mrs. Jenkins have
promoted hopes in the Bikini people that
realize or that, at best, will take some
our part, we shall.continue to press for
the earliest possible date.
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Hon. Quentin N. Burdick
United States Senate
Washington, D, C. 20510

#

apparently encouraged and

may be impossible to
months to achieve. For
an orderly

Sincerely yours,

(Sgdo) HARRYR.

Assistant Secretary of the

solution at

-.

ANDERSON

Interior
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