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UNITED STATES
ATOMICENERGY COMMISSION

Mr. James T. Ramey
ExecutiveDirector
Joint Committeeon ,

WASHINGTON25, D.C.

Atomic.EnerRv

August 12, 1958

Co(igressof the United States‘-

Dear Mr. Ramey:

My letter of July 23, 1958, advisedyou of reported
radioactivityaboardthe Japaneseship TAKUYO MARU in the
western Pacificand low white blood counts of ten of the shiprs
crew members. Subsequentdevelopmentsin this incidentare
as follows.

The Joint Task Force SEVEN medical team consistingcf
medical and techiiicalpersonnelarrivedat the PcK’tof Rabaul
on July 25the The team has completedan lnvestiga’~i.onof the
incidentand advisesthat their findingsconfirmthose reported
earlterby Rabaul authorities. The Rabaul authoritiesearlier
reportedthat the situationaboard the TAKUYO MARU was not
seriousand that therewas no reason to delay depautureof the
vessel from Rabaul,

The team has returnedto Eniwetokand has submitteda
reportby WLY3 on tiieirS:.ndlngs.Their repo~t of the investiga-
tion of the Incidentof allegedradioactivefallouton the
JapaneseshipsTAKTJYOMARuand SATSWMAMAW on or aboutJuly 14,
19$3 alscuss~s: (a) the physicalcontaninatialcf the ships
ana crew members, and (b) the resultsof the med~.ca’iexamination
of We Japanesecrews.

From this report and other informationit appearsquite
possiblethat the rainfalltihatoccurred.on the TLZUYO MARU did
containradioactivefalloutfrom the tests at 12ni%etokProving
Ground. The amount of this falloutwas not suff~.ctentto have
causedradiationstcknessin the crew membe”rs,The shipls
log (TAKUYOMARU) statedthere was an increasein radiation
levelsto about 15 times backgroundread.1.ngs.(Valueshigher
than this are frequentlyobservedin ccmmuzittesaro~lndthe
NevadaTest Site duringweapons tests.) Ib is not clear at
this time justhow these measurementswere taken,hut even if
they representeda 15 fold temporarytncreaseIn whole body
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exposureit would not have resultedin a total dose sufficientto
produoeeven the minimum symptonsof radiationsickness.
(Calculationsmade by the Japaneseas reportedin a previous
wire from the AmericanEmbassyJTokyoj of a maximum of 100
milliroentgensexposureto the crew may be somewhathigh but not
an impossiblevalue. An exposureof 100 milliroentgentsis about
equivalentto that reoetvedeach year from natural sources.)

The medical examinationsshowedno evidenceof radiation
ln$ury, The lowestwhite blood count of 3,3!50is below average
but ts not consideredseriousand countsin this range are
occasionallyseen undernormal circumstances, The specific
cause for this low counthas not been determined,but it could be
either (a) a normal count for this individualsor (b) the result
of one or more of severalcauses. Other blood elements (red
cells and hemoglobin)measuredwere all within normal ranges in
all instances.

Sincerelyyours,

/s/Paul F. Foster

Genera:Manager
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SPECIALASSISTANTTO THE SECRETA~ OF
WASHINGTON

STATE

Au~USt IL!, 1958

MEMORANDUMFOR:

AdmiralPaul F. Foster,
GeneralManager,

LtomicEnergy Commission.

Subject:

It
attached

Exposureto Radiationof the Takuyo Maru and Satsuma
Maru.

gives me great pleasureto bring to your attentionthe
telegramfrom AmbassadorVlacArthurooncerrd.ngthe

conclusionof the recent llexposurel’incidentinvolvingthe
Takuyo Maru and SatsumaMaru.

On behalf of the DepartmentI shouldlike to express
appreciationfor the expeditioushandlingof the matter by
the .A’tornlcEnergy Commission. The many individualsInvolvedin
renderingthe assistancereferredto by AmbassadorMacArthur
are to be commended.

/s/

PhilipJ. Farley

Attachment:

AmEmbassyTokyots telegram
dated August 13.
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DEPARTMENTOF STATE

AUGUST 13, 1958

FROM: TOKYO

TO: Seoretaryof State

CURRENTPHASE OF INCIDENTINVOLVINGEXPOSURETO RADIATION
OF TWO MSB SHIPS TAKUYO AND SATSUMASEEMS ABOUT CONCLUDED,
NOTEWORTHYHAS BEEN VERY RESPONSIBLEMANNERWITH WHICH GOJ HAS
HANDLED QUESTIONOF POSSIBLERADIATIONS:tCKNESSAMONG CREW
MEMBERS9IN FACT TREMENDOUSPRESSURESFROM PR3SS ANU2OPPOSITION
TO BUILD UP THIS INCIDENTINTO ANOTHERFOKURY-[.JMARU CASE AND
CREATEMAJOR CONTROVERSYWITH US. J’APAN.iSEGO-iTHAS LENT WEIGHT
OF ITS PRESTIGEAND INFLUENCETO QUIET P[.HLLICANX3?:[L7fAIK!UTCREW
AND EsTmlJIsHTHAT NO RADLATIoNEFFECTSWEp~ summm (E~TEL
293). AS RESULT,EFFORTSBY PRESS AND LEFTISTSTO BUILD UP
ATMOSPHEREOF HYSTERIAAND THEREBYDRAMATIZEJAPA3$ESEDEMANDS
FOR NUCLEARTEST SUSPENSIONHAVE F~~LLENFLAT,

us,

JAPANESEfiOVTMAINTAINEDITS POISETHROUGHOUTTHIS
SITUATIONANDTf17~SUCCEEDEDIN FFKJSTRATINGLEFTISTFLANS TO USE
THXS INCIDENTTO CREATESERIOUSDIFFICULTIESEEWEEN US AND
JAPAN● HOWEVER,AS RESPONSIBLEJAPANESEOFFICIALSHAVE
THEIR EFFORTSWOULD NGT RPT NOT HLVE SUCCEEDEDWERE IT NOT RPT -
NOT FOR FULL AND EXPEDITIOUSCOOPERATIONOF US GOVT, FLEASE
CONVEYMY PERSONALAPPRECIATION9ANT1CTJZP5L%‘7!0AEC AND ADMIRAL
BURKE AND HIS k’EOP-LEI?ORTHEIR EXPELU2TIOU3ANC POSITIVE
ASSISTANCEIN HANDLINGTHIS POTENTIALLYEXPLOSIVEINCIDENT,

MAC ARTHUR
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